
Uanuar. 23, 1989 
brdinance Book 37 - Page 319 
! 

I 
QRDINANCE NO.- 2574 AMENDING CHAPTER 3 
t 
b4 ORDINANCE M5NDING CHAPTER 3, ENTITLED "ANIMALS", OF THE 
CITY CODE OF TliE CITY OF CHARLMTE. 

i BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of 
i 

Uharlotte North Carolina, that: 
I 

! Section 1, The present Chapter 3, "Animals", of the 
I 

qity Code shall remain in effect until February 28, 1989. The 
I 

Chapter 3, "Animals", which is attached and is fully 

incorporated herein, shall become effective upon March 1, 1989, 

e ce t: L I 

(a) The definition of "Dangerous animal" in the 
1 

pkesent City Code 5 3-1 shall remain in effect until October 1, 
I 
1189, upon which date the new definitions of "Dangerous", 

I t  trovocation", and "Trespasss1 shall become effective. 
1 

1 
I 

! (b)  The present Code 5 3-23, "Enforcement", shall 

remain effective until October 1, 1989, at which time the new 

~ d d e  5 3-9, "El~forcement", shall become effective 

(c) The following new sections shall not become 

fective until October 1, 1989: 55 3-11 (Negligence p a  ! i), 3-15 1 (Animal bite), 3-15.2 (Aggression-trained dogs), I 
3-/27 (Protective measures for confinement of dogs), 5 3-34.1 I 
( .b ilure to have City dog license: penalty and seizure) and 

I 

9 (Seizure and disposition of ani~xals). 1 
! 

raved as to form: 

i Re d ,  approved and adopted by the  C i t y  Council o f  the C i t y  o f  C h a r l o t t e ,  
No t h  Caro l ina ,  i n  regular  session convened on the  23rd day o f  January, 1989, 
t h  re ference  having been made i n  Minute Book 92 ,  and i s  recorded i n  f u l l  4 I i n  Ordinance Book 37, a t  page(s) 319. I I 

Pat  Sharkey 
C i t y  C lerk  

I 
I 
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I CHAPTER 3 

ANIMALS 

rticle I In General SS 3-1 -- 3-6 
irticle \ 11 Administration and Enforcement ss 3-7 -- 3-13 
lrf icle 111 Violations SS 3-14 -- 3-33 
q'rticle IV Licensing and Permits SS 3-34 -- 3-43 
rticle V Impoundment, Clinic, and Disposition 

of Animals SS 3-44 -- 3-49 
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1 ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
i 
Tection 3-1 Purpose 

$ection 3-2 Jurisdiction 
i 
Qection 3-3 Definitions 
I 

Qections 3-4 -- 3-6 Reserved. 
, 

1 ARTICLE 11. ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 

dection 3-7 Administration and duties 

iection 3-8 Inspections, interference, and concealment 

'ection 3-9 3 Enforcement 

ection 3-10 Notice of violation 

jjction 3-11 Negligence - se 

s ctions 3-12 -- 3-13 Reserved. 

I ARTICLE 111. VIOLATIONS 
I 

sbction 3-14 Abandoned animals 

skction 3-15 Abuse of animals 

S ction 3-15.1 Animal bite t 
SCction 3-15.2 Aggression-trained dogs 

t ection 3-16 Baby fowl and rabbits 

S+ction 3-17 Beekeeping restrictions 

skction 3-18 Biting or attacking animals 

Siction 3-19 Dangerou. animals 
\ 

~Bction 3-20 Dead animals 
i 

sbction 3-21 Reserved 

sdction 3-22 Guard dogs 
i 

S ction 3-23 Injuring animals 1 
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ection 3-24 Nuisances 

ection 3-25 Reckless riding and driving 

ection 3-26 Restraint of animals 

ection 3-27 Protective measures for confinement of dogs 

ection 3-28 Stray animals 

ection 3-29 Uncared for animals 

ections 3-30 -- 3-33 Reserved. 

5 TICLE V. IMPOUNDMENT, CLINIC, AND DISPOSITION OF ANIMALS 

S ction 3-44 Impoundment 

I 
ARTICLE IV. LICENSING AND PERMITS 

Section 3-34 License and rabies tags and fees 

ection 3-34.1 Failure to have City dog license: Penalty and seizure 

ection 3-35 Exemptions from differential licensing 

Qection 3-36 Adoption of animals-license and rabies 

inoculations 

ection 3-37 City permits 1 ection 3-38 Revocation of permit 

3-39 Permit for four or more dogs or cats kept outside 

ection 3-40 Nonresident exceptions 

3-41 -- 3-43 Reserved. 

S ction 3-45 Fees I 

I 

S ction 3-46 Rabies impoundment P 

i 

S ction 3-47 Spay and neuter services P 
 action 3-48 Sale or euthanasia 

\ 
S ction 3-49 Seizure and disposition of animals i 
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I ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 1 
1 ) Section 3-1. Pur~ose 

1 
I 

~ i 
Pursuant to authority granted by the North Carolina Genera& 

Assembly, this Animal Control Ordinance is enacted to regulate, / 
1 restrict, or prohibit, if necessary, animals; to protect the 
public from unvaccinated, diseased, stray, roaming, dangerous, 
'wild, or exotic animals; to make unlawful acts of animals that 
/interfere with the enjoyment of property or the peace and safet 

harmful to their well-being; to operate an animal shelter; and 
of the community; to protect animals from abuse or conditions , 

to carry out any other lawful duties authorized by State laws 
and applicable ordinances. 

j~ection 3-2. Jurisdiction 

This Ordinance shall be applicable within the corporate 
limits of the City of Charlotte. No employee of the animal 
~ontrol division shall have authority to enforce provisions of 

P 
phis ordinance within any other corporate limits or jurisdic- 
ions unless an interlocal agreement pursuant to G.S. 5 160A-460 

sea. is executed by the City of Charlotte and the incorpo- 

E ated township. Such an interlocal agreement may be entered 
nto at any time providing the appropriate resolution is adopted 
y the governing body of any such municipality or township agree 
ng that this Ordinance shall be enforced by the animal control 
fficers, as defined below, within the corporate limits or juris 
iction of the municipality. 1 

ection 3-3. Definitions 

For the purpose of this chapter, the following words and 
Ghrases are defined and shall be construed as set out below 

i nless it is apparent from the context that a different meaning . 
s intended: I 

I 
Animal: Every vertebrate nonhuman species of animal, wild or 

I 
qomestic, male or female, including, but not limited to dogs, 
qats, livestock, and other mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians 
nd fish. 

nimal Contro 0 ficers: Persons properly appointed by 
he City of Charlotte to enforce all sections of this chapter &--- nd applicable State laws and who are responsible for discharg- 

&g such other duties and functions as may be prescribed by the ' 
ard of Commissioners and the Charlotte City Council as set 

by this or any other applicable ordinance or State law 
o& pursuant to interlocal agreements cited in section 3-2. 

A domestic feline of either sex. i 
City of Charlotte. I 

I 
I 
I 

i 
i 
I 
I i 

I 
I I 

! 
! I 

! 

I 

I i 
i 
1 

I \ 

i 
I, 

! 
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City of Charlotte Code. I 
I 

In computing any period of time, any day 1 
hich the division is open shall be counted. This includes 
aturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays (when applicable). I 

ountv Dos Warden: The Superintendent of the Charlotte Animal 
ontrol Division shall be the County Dog Warden and shall have 
11 powers conferred by State law upon the County Dog Warden or I 
this Ordinance upon Animal Control Officers. 1 

The Mecklenburg County Ordinance 
and Other Zoonoses. 

The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Division of Animal 

A domestic canine of either sex. 

~ k ~ o s e d  to Rabies: Any animal or human bitten by or exposed to 
a y animal known or suspected to have been infected with rabies. 

Any animal whose behavior constitutes a reason- 
or animal or damaging personal or 
includes, but is not limited to, 1 

shall be deemed to be harbored 
or more unless the animal is 

or attempting to attack a human 
definition shall not apply to 
to provocation or if the victim 
herein, upon the animal own- 

r' s premises. 

Those species of animals that are indigenous to 

H alth Di ecto : +-- The Director of the Mecklenburg County 
H alth Department. 

- 

I ounded: ?- Any animal which is received into custody by any 
e ployee of the division. 

and normally and customarily share human 
County and are normally dependent on 1 

in Mecklenburg County, such as, but 
cattle, horses, swine, fowl, sheep i 

The vaccination of a dog or cat with antirabic 
by the United States Bureau of Animal Industry, 
Department of Agriculture, and the North 
of Health at such time or times as shall be 

rqquired by the General Statutes of North Carolina, the North 
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l~arolina Board of Health and/or the local health director, as 
defined in Section 106-364(2) of the General Statutes of North ' 
Carolina or as amended thereafter. 

l~eutered Male: Any male dog or cat which has been rendered 
sterile by a surgical procedure (orchiectomy). 
I 
\owner: Any person, group of persons, firm, organization, 
~ssociation, society, club, lodge, partnership, syndicate, trust1 
lee, or corporation owning, keeping, having charge of, shelter- 

feeding, harboring, or taking care of any animal for seven 
or more consecutive days unless the animal is boarded for a 

I 
e*. If a commercial kennel is involved for breeding, then 
pwnership shall be indicated by the kennel operator by showing 
khe registration of the animal in the name of the actual owner 
pf the animal. 

I 
I 
I 

An auxiliary fenced area with sufficient grass for 

1 
remises: A definite portion of real estate including land 

$ith its appurtenances, a building or part of a building. 
I 

Provocation shall not include any actions on the 
that pertain to reasonable efforts of 

4elf-defense and provocation must be clearly establilshed. 
I i 
dhelter: Any facility designated by the City of Charlotte for 
the purpose of sheltering any animal lawfully impounded by the 
division. I - r 1 

Q~aved Female: A female dog or cat which has been rendered 

9 terile by surgical means (ovariohysterectomy). 
Trespass means that the victim has wrongfully invad- 

of the owner. The cause of the individual to be 
n the property and any other relevant circumstances shall be 
onsidered in order to determine whether or not a trespass has 

under the age of seven shall not be deemed to 
a trespasser. 

S erintendent: The Superintendent of the Charlotte- 
cklenburg Animal Control Division. Such person shall have all 

p wers conferred by State law upon a County Dog Warden or by 
t is Ordinance upon Animal Control Officers or any other applica- 
b I=- e ordinances. 

S ctions 3-4 -- 3-6. Reserved. I 
k A TICLE 11. ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 
I 

~@ction 3-7. Administration and Duties I 



1 I' 
i The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Animal Control Division ("divi- I I 
sion") is a consolidated division created by the execution of ad 
interlocal agreement between Mecklenburg County and the City of : 

Charlotte and, pursuant to that agreement, the division is under 
the authority of the City. 

I 

3 26 

(a) Duties: There shall be a Superintendent of the divi-1 
sion. The Superintendent and animal control officers shall be 
charged with the responsibilities of: 
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1. Enforcing and carrying out the provisions of this 
rdinance and of any other Ordinance assigning animal control 

I 
uties and of a11 relevant State laws, except that the Superin- 
endent and Animal Control Officers shall have no duties or 
esponsibilities whatsoever with respect to organizing and carry 

out any rabies vaccination clinics. 

I 
i I 

2. Making canvasses, including homes and any businesses 
htilizing guard or security dogs, for the purpose of ascertain- 
'ng that all dogs, cats, and equine animals.are properly li- I ensed, if required; that all dogs and cats are currently vacci- ated against rabies; organizing and carrying out any such can- 
as, having sole and exclusive authority, control, and responsi- 
ility for such actions; and that provisions of this chapter are 
eing followed. 

I 1 3. Investigating animal complaints. 

1 4. Enforcing the laws with regard to vaccination of dogs 
nd cats against rabies and enforcement of the County Rabies 
rdinance. The Mecklenburg County Ordinance for the Control of 
abies and other Zoonoses declares that the Health Director is 
esponsible for County programs to monitor and control rabies Ind other zoonotic diseases. Investigating all reported ani- a als bites or other human physical contact of the suspected abid animal, enforcement of quarantine of any animal involved, 
nd submission of bite reports and reports of human contacts to 
ealth Director. 

5. Supervising the Charlotte-Mecklenburg animal shelter 
nd division employees. 

/ 6. Protecting animals from neglect and abuse. I 
(b) Uniform. Every employee of the division while perform- 

g these respective duties shall wear any required uniform and 
dge as determined by the Superintendent. 

I 
(c) Wea~ons. The employees of the division shall not 

rry on their person any firearms of any kind unless specifical- 
authorized by the Superintendent. However, employees of the 

may store at the Animal Shelter or carry in divisional 1 
firearms, including tranquilizer guns, approved for use i 

Such firearms may be used when necessary I 
I 
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t o  enforce sections of this chapter or other applicable law for 1 
'the control of wild, diseased, or dangerous animals or for pub- 
lic safety, when the Superintendent deems the action necessary. 
While acting with weapons in their official capacity, employees 

1 
o f  the division shall be exempt from any City Code provision 
Jotherwise requiring permits or City Council approval. I 

!section 3-8. Insuection, Interference. or Concealment 

I a )  Ins~ections. Whenever it is necessary to make an 
[inspection to enforce any of the provisions of this chapter, or I jother applicable law, or whenever an employee of the division , 
has reasonable cause to believe that there exists in any build- 1 
'ing or upon any premises any violation of this chapter or other i 
'applicable law, the employees of the division are empowered to 1 enter and inspect such property at any reasonable time and per- 1 
/form any duty imposed upon them by this chapter or other applicar 
ble law, but only if the consent of the occupant or owner of the 

F roperty is freely given or an administrative search warrant or riminal search warrant is obtained as follows: 
I 

1. If such property is occupied, the employee of the I I .  . dlvislon shall first present credentials to the occupant and 

f equest entry, explaining the reasons therefor; and 
2. If such property is unoccupied, the employee of the 

ivision shall first make a reasonable effort to locate the 
wner or other persons having control of the property, present 

? roper credentials and request entry, explaining the reasons herefor; and 
I i - .  

i 3. If such entry is refused or cannot be obtained because 
he owner or other person having control or charge of the proper 
y cannot be found after due diligence, an employee of the divi- 

$ .  ion may obtain an appropriate warrant to conduct a search, or 
jnspection of the property or seizure on the property. 

1 Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, an 
'mployee of the division shall have the authority to enter upon 
ny land to enforce the provisions of this chapter, including 
he seizure of dogs running-at-large in violation of section 
-26, or other applicable law if a violation of such law is 
eing committed in the presence of the employee and such entry 
on private property shall not be deemed to be a trespass. 

1 (b) Interference. It shall be unlawful for any person to 
terfere with, hinder, molest, resist, or obstruct employees of 
e division while they are carrying out any duty created under 
is chapter or other applicable law. 

I (c) Concealment of animal. It shall be unlawful for any 
p rson to conceal,,for the purpose o f  evading the licensing 
r quirement, permit requirement, or rabies inoculation require- 
m nt of this chapter or any applicable chapter, any unlicensed, P 
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ninoculated, or unpermitted animal from any employee of the 1 
ivision. 

! (d) Concealment of license, etc. It shall be unlawful for I 
bny person to refuse to show proof of a license, permit, or a 1 
kabies inoculation to any employee of the division upon request.) 
I 

bection 3-9. Enforcement 
I 
1 (a) The City Council's determination is that it is impor- 

I ant to enforce vigorously and effectively this chapter's provi- ions. The City Council makes the following findings to accom- 
lish the objective of vigorous and effective enforcement of 
nimal control provisions: 

I 1 I 
1. That a current City license tag and a rabies inocula- I 
tion tag are vital for public health, for the ability of 
the Division to carry out its functions, for the protection 
of the owner, and for the protection of the animal, and. 
therefore, must be complied with. The.owner of an animal, 
particularly a dog, has a very serious obligation of owner- 
ship and a duty to the citizens of Charlotte to comply with 
City licensing and rabies inoculation requirements. 1 

I 
2. That the presence of a dog when off-premises in viola- 
tion of Code § 3-26, "Restraint of animals", often creates 
substantial anxieties and concerns for people for safety 
and free movement and, therefore, the owner has an obliga- 
tion to the citizens of Charlotte for the effective confine- 
ment of one's dog. 

I 
3. That the possibility of a dog bite is a serious anxie- 
ty for citizens, neighborhood, and areas, in Charlotte and, 
therefore, owners have an obligation to prevent the crea- 

I 
tion of that apprehension and concern. 

1 

4. That a dog owner has a particular responsibility for 
being conscious of and sensitive to any possible dangers 
for children under the age of seven years who, at that age, 
are unable to fully appreciate the possible danger present- 
ed by a dog and a dog's reaction to a child under the age 
of seven. 

I 5. That the Superintendent must have ample authority to 
impose preventive measures, as provided for in J 3-27, must I 

have the authority to seize animals, as provided for in J 
3-49, and, if necessary, terminate ownership rights as also 
provided in 5 3-49. 

6. That escalating fees and other sanctions are measures 
that have been adopted to protect the citizens of Charlotte 
and to declare that the ownership of dogs entails publicly- 
related responsibilities. 

, 
1 
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I1 I (b) When there is violation of this chapter, the Division I 
iat its discretion may take one or more of the following courses 
o f  actions: i 
i 1. Citation fines 

(.I) Violations of 6 6  3-34 and 3-34.1 (failure to have 
City license and rabies tag): I 

1 
1 - Citation for cat or equine owner: $25.00 for failure to 

have current City license. $50.00 for failure to have a I 
I cat inoculated. I 

I 

1 - Citation for dog: $50.00 for failure to have current 
City license. $50.00 for failure to have current inocula- 
tion. 

I 

I (.2) Violation of 1 3-26. "Restraint of animals: I 
That issuance of a citation for a.violation of Code 1 

J 3-26, "Restraint of animals", is directed toward and 
against the owner of a dog. The purpose of the issuance of 
a citation pursuant to Code 5 3-26 is to effect the conduct 
of the owner of a dog by seeking to have an owner responsi- 
bly maintain a sufficient restraint and confinement of a 
dog. 

I Owner ' s 
1 Offense Penalty 

1st $50 fine 
2nd $75 fine 
3 rd $150 fine and a fence 

I 
I 

4th $200 fine and secure dog 
5th $500 fine and seizure of 

Therefore, an owner of a dog shall be subject t-. esca- 
lating penalties for each violation of Code 5 3-26 by the 
owner, whether the dog is the same dog, a different dog, or 
various dogs, belonging to the owner. Each violation of 

1 - Citation fine of $100.00. 
i 

- 

fence 
dog 

Code J 3-26 shall subject the owner to an increased cita- 
tion penalty: I 

I (.3) Yiolation of 6 3-15.1, "Animal bite": 1 
I 

( . 4 )  Other violations: All other violations shall be 
subject to a citation fine of $25.00. 

I 

I (2) Criminal misdemeanor. The violator may be charged 

( with a misdemeanor and be subject to a fine not to exceed 

I five hundred dollars $500.00) or 30 days in jail; or 
! 
! 

1 (3) Iniunctioq. The City may apply to the appropriate 

I 



I 

Court for an injunction and order of abatement which would 
requir that a violator correct any unlawful condition relating 
to this chapter existing on his or her property. 

3 3 0 

(4) The division shall have the authority to carry out 
enforcement in the County established by the "Agreement Between 
the City of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County f3r the Consolida- 
tion of the Building Inspection Departments, Animal Control 
pepartments and the Rideshare Program". 
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(5) Nothing in this capter shall be construed to prevent 
sheriff deputies or law enforcement officers of any kind from 
nforcing any of the provisions of this chapter or from exercis- 
'ng their authority as law enforcement officers. r 
kection 3-10. Notice of violation 
I 

(a) Members of the division are empowered to issue cita- 
ions to any person if there is reasonable cause to believe that 
he person has violated any provision of this chapter. These 
itations may be delivered in person to the violator or, if the 

I 
I 

iolator cannot be readily found, the citation may be mailed. 1 
1 

The citation shall direct the violator to appear before the' 
iolations bureau within fifteen (15) days of the date of the 
itation, or alternatively pay the citation by mail. 

1 

(b) If the violator does not appear before the violations 
ureau or does not pay the citation by mail within fifteen (15) 
ays of its 'issuance, a delinquency charge of ten dollars 
$10.00) shall be added to the amount shown on the citation and 
notice thereof will be mailed to the violator. This notice 
hall inform the violator that a civil complaint or crimizal 
ummons will be filed if the citation and delinquency charge is 
ot paid within fifteen (15) days from the date of the delinquen 
y notice. 

i (c) All citation forms shall be serially numbered in trip- 
icate. Records of all citations shall be maintained so that 
11 such forms shall be capable of being accounted for. 

i 
The City Accountant, or his representative, shall periodi- 1 

ally investigate the records of the division for the purpose of 
etermining the disposition of the citations and shall report 
he results of such investigation to the City Manager. For the ; 
rpose of this investigation, he shall have access to the neces-j 

records of the division. I 
qction 3-11. Nesliaence ~ e r  se I 

i 
I 

This section is included in this chapter in order to impose I 
a public duty upon persons having possession of animals to pre- 1 
v nt those animals from attacking another person with a possible 
v'olation of Code 5 3-27, failing to comply with instructions to 
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I 

, 

'impose preventive measures for the confinement of dogs, of P 
'3-26, "Restraint of animals", and of 5 3-15.2, "Aggression- I trained dogs". Such persons having possession of animals have 
imposed upon them a public duty designed to promote the safety I of other persons and a violation of any of those provisions is I 
negligence per se and could give rise to recovery of damages ~ 
for personal injuries in a civil action by an injured person I 

against the person owning or having possession, charge, custody 1 
or control of the animal causing said injuries. I 
l~ections 3-12 -- 3-13 Reserved. 

i ARTICLE 111. VIOLATIONS 
! 
pection 3-14. Abandoned animals 

1 
(a) It shall be unlawful for any person owning, possess- 1 

ing, or harboring an animal to abandon that animal. 
I 
! 

(b) If the division finds that an animal has been aban- 
boned, the animal may be impounded. If the animal has been 
andoned in a house or within a fenced area, the division must 
ake a reasonable effort to locate the owner or manager of the 
roperty. If the property owner or manager is not the animal 
wner, then the division shall secure permission to remove the 
nimal. If the property owner is also the animal owner and this 
ndividual cannot be located, the division shall secure a appro- 
riate warrant to seize the animal. 

a (c) An animal seized pursuant to this section shall be 
mpounded for a period of ten days. If the owner contacts the 
ivision to reclaim the animal, an explanation for the animal's 

S bandonment must must be provided to the satisfaction of the uperintendent, before the dog is reclaimed to the owner. 
ise, the superintendent may dispose of the animal. If the 

I 

! 
Other I animal is unclaimed by its owner after being held ten (10) days, 

dhe animal shall be disposed of as provided in section 3-48. 

dection 3-15. Abuse of animals 
I 

(a) Abuse of animals: It shall be unlawful if a person: 

1 1. Fails to provide adequate food and/or water for any 
apimal; or I I 
L 2. Overworks or overdrives any animal causing physical 
p in, suffering, or death; or 

I 
I 

3. Beats, tortures, injures, torments, poisons, or muti- 
lbtes any animal causing physical pain, suffering, or death; or 

I 
4. Fails to provide adequate medical attention for any 
diseased, or injured animal; or I I 

I 

i - 9 - 
I I 
I I 
1 I 
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5. Keeps any animal under unsanitary or inhumane condi- 
ions which are detrimental to the animal's health and general 
elfare or fails to maintain a condition of good order and 
lean-liness which reduces the probability of transmission of 

I 
6. Teases, molests, baits or in any way bothers or harass 

s any animal; or 

7. Sets any rabbit, hare, raccoon or other such animal 
oose for the purpose of chasing, hunting, or having a race 
hereafter; or 

I 
I 

8. Promotes, stages, holds, manages, conducts, carries 
n, or attends any game, exhibition, contest, fight, or combat ! 

one or more animals or between animals and humans; or 1 
9. Fails to provide an adequate shelter for an animal I 

herein the animal can be protected from extremes of weather I 

I 
heat, cold, rain, etc.); or I 

10. Conveys any type of animal in a motor vehi- I 

le or in a wagon or trailer pulled by a motor vehicle or in a i 
ruck or the back of a truck in such a way as to cause pain, 
uffering, discomfort, or death to the animal; or 

i 
11. Places or confines an animal or allows an 

nimal to be placed or confined in a motor vehicle under such 
onditions or for such a period of time as to endanger the 
ealth or well-being of such animal due to temperature, lack of 
ood or drink or such other conditions as may reasonably be 
xpected to cause suffering, dissability or death. 

After making a reasonable effort to find the driver of a 
ehicle in which an animal is confined, an employee of the divi- 
ion, in the presence of a police officer, may use the least 
trusive means to break and enter the vehicle if necessary to 
move the animal where reasonable cause exists to believe that 
e animal is in the vehicle in violation of this subsection. 

i 
The officer removing the animal shall then impound it and 

1 ave in a prominent place on the motor vehicle a written notice 
o the animal's impoundment, a brief description of the animal, 
a d where and when the animal may be reclaimed. The officer may 
a so issue a citation for violation of this subsection. 

k So long as an animal is within sight of an employee of the 
d'vision or a police officer, section 3-8 shall not be interpret- 
e to require that any warrant be obtained before removing the 
a imal; or 

I I 
12. Fails to provide sufficient shade, when 

nlight is likely to cause overheating and discomfort, to 
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1 333 
~ I 
! ! 

! 
i 

allow all animals kept outdoors to protect themselves from the 1 
direct rays of the sun; or ! 

13. Keeps animals outdoors without access to 
shelter to allow them to remain dry and comfortable during in- 1 
/clement weather; or 

I 
14. Fails to provide a suitable method to rapid- 

ly eliminate excess water. 1 
i (b) Convictions: If a person has been convicted twice of 1 1 
a violation of this section or of G.S. 14-360 or 14-361 or 14- 
361.1 or 14-362 or 14-363, or as they are amended, and any two 

such convictions have both occurred within the last five 
preceding the request for an animal license, equine li- 
or permit, then the animal license, equine license, or 
shall be refused. In that situation, the person shall be 
for applying for an animal license, equine license, or 
five (5) years after the date of the last violation. I 

I (c) Trans~ortins exce~tion: Nothing in this section 
shall be deemed to prohibit the humane transportation of horses, 1 
attle, sheep, poultry, or other livestock in trailers or other , 
ehicle designed, constructed, and adequate for the size and 1 number of animals being transported. 

I I 

i 
(d) Euthanizina exce~tion: Nothing in this section shall / 

e construed to prohibit the division or veterinarians from 
uthanizing dangerous, unwanted, injured, or diseased animals in 
humane manner; nor to prohibit slaughterhouses or medical 
acilities from the proper, humane, and lawful carrying out of 
heir activities or duties. i 

h (e) Pet sho~s: Animal control officers shall have the I 
uthority to conduct inspections of pet stores, to the extent 1 ot preempted by State law, in order to determine if there is 

i ny abuse of animals. Pet shops shall also be subject to the 1 
ecklenburg County Ordinance for the Control of Rabies and Other 
oonoses as administered and enforced by the Mecklenburg County 

I 
ealth Department. Abuse of animals shall include any act de- 
$cribed in this section or any other act which is detrimental to 
++he well-being of the animal. It shall be unlawful for any pet 
*tore employee or pet store owner to violate this section. 

I 
I 

I 
j 
I 

qection 3-15.1. Animal bite 

I It shall be unlawful for an animal to bite a human being, 
does not ordinarily reside on the premises, unless the ani- 

a1 has been subject to provocation or unless the victim has 
een trespassing, as defined in 5 3-3, "Definitions". 
I 

It shall be unlawful for a person to fail to report as soon I 4 possible that an animal has bitten a person. It shall be 

"r lawful for any person to fail to inform the Division where an 
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I The Superintendent shall have the authority to waive any or 
la11 of these requirements if the Superintendent determines that 
Ithe bite is inconsequential. 

I 

(a) Aaaression-traininq facility. An aggression-training 
acility means any person, group of persons, firm, organization, 
ssociation, partnership, syndicate, or corporation that 
chools, trains, or conditions canines to bite, attack, or exhib 
aggressive behavior towards humans or other domestic animals 

or any purpose, including but not limited to, the security of 
usiness property, personal security, or dog fighting. The 

t hobby or interest. 
I acility may be operated as a licensed business or as a nun-prof+ 
I 
I 

animal is located if the owner has given the animal away, or 
caused in any way the animal to be taken from the owner's premi - 
es. 

( (b) Reaistratin of acrqression-trained doas. The Divi- 
ion shall have the authority to determine whether any individu- 
1 or business entity is engaged in the aggression-training of 

If the Division makes such a determination, then the 
!z%;~idual or business entity must comply with the following 

t equirements: 

d I 
If the Division determines that a dog has bitten a human 

being, then the Division shall have the authority to require th 
owner to procure liability insurance in the amount of at least 
$100,000 at the owner's expense, or to have the dog tattooed, o 
to display a sign on the premises warning of the dog on the 
premises. The Division shall have the authority to require the 
owner to show signed written statements about maintaining the 
liability insurance/the designated enclosure for the dogs/and 
the duty to notify the animal control division if the dog es- 

I 
capes, and to require the owner to give the Division the authori 
ty to seize and impound the dog if the owner fails to comply 
with the provisions. I 

(1) The individual or business entity has a duty to pro- 
vide registration information as required by the Division 
as it pertains to aggression training of any kind of dogs. 

(2) The individual or business entity has the duty to 
maintain a current registration of all dogs, thus trained, 
including the current location or address of the dog, and 
that information shall be provided to the Division upon the 
training of any such dogs. 

( 3 )  The Division shall have the authority to inspect the 
premises engaged in aggression-training and to observe 
training methods and safety of facilities during the operat- 
ing hours of the aggression-training facility. 

i 
I 
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I 
(4) The aggression-trained dogs must be maintained by 1 adequate confinement. The Division shall have the authori-1 
ty to require all aggression-trained dogs to be confined in 
a strong fence at least six feet high and, at the discre- 

1 tion of the Division, topped by an anti-climb enclosure. 
I 

1 
1 (c) Unlawful acts. It shall be unlawful for any individu- 
;a1 or business entity to fail to comply with any of the require- 
bents stated in this section. It shall be unlawful for an indi- 
vidual or business entity to fail to inform the Division of any 

I I 
$nimal in the City that has been subject to some training or 
~onditioning at an aggression-trained facility and fail to 

pired by the Division. 
carry out the duty to provide registration information as re- ! 

I 
1 

k (d) Imposition of ureventive measures. If the Division 
etermines that a dog has been trained for fighting or aggres- 

I 
ive attack, then the Division shall have the authority to im- 

Tose the same requirements stated in 5 3-27. 
1 

3 
(e) Ap~eal. If the Division determines that a dog has ! 

een trained for fighting or aggressive attack and the owner 
ishes to appeal that or the preventive measures imposed, then 
he appeal shall be the same as that stated in 5 3-27(e). ! 
jection 3-16. Babv fowl and rabbits 1 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person, partnership, or I orporation to sell, barter, give away, or transfer in any man- er baby fowl or rabbits under eight (8) weeks of age. This 
ection shall not apply to breeders, hatcheries, or stores en- 
aged in the business of selling for purposes of commercial 
reeding and raising, nor shall it prohibit nature museums or 
naptor centers from placing such animals and fowl in foster 
domes. 

\ 
(b) It shall be unlawful to color, dye, stain, or other- 1 

'se change the natural color of baby chicks, all other fowl, 1 bbits, or any animal. ! 
i 

~Lction 3-17. Beekeeuina restrictions 
I 1 

1. Flicrht path control of bees. It shall be unlawful for 
a beekeeper to fail to control the flight path of the bees on 
the beekeeper's premises so that as a result the flight path of 
t e beekeeper's bees interferes with the use and enjoyment of 
a f joining property. 

i 2. Availability of water on the premises. It shall be 
u lawful for any such person to fail to have an adequate supply I 
o water available on the premises for the bees. The water 
pply shall be in the vicinity of the beehives and shall be 

1 
I 

oser to the beehives than any water on adjoining property. 
e water shall be available year-round. I 

I 
I 



I 3. Administration and enforcement. The division shall 
administer this section with all the authority and rights provid 
ed for in this chapter and shall be enforced by section 3-9. 
Further, any violation of this section is hereby declared to be 
public nuisance and any person suffering injury or damage 

may seek the correction, removal, or abatement of such 
uisance by securing injunctive relief. 1 

3 3 6 

1 If an animal control officer determines that there is not 
permits, then the animal control 

effort to contact one of the 
of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Beekeeprs' 

identified by the association to be of assistance to 
control division. If a member is contacted and vis- 

ts premises with a possible violation of this code section, 
hen the animal control officer shall take into consideration I 

he advice and recommendations of the association's representa- 
ive in arriving at a final decision about whether or not there 
s a violation of this section and whether enforcement action is 
ppropriate. The final decision about a violation and about 
nforcement shall be made by the animal control officer. 

i 
I 
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pection 3-18. Bitinq or attackins animals 1 
It shall be unlawful for an animal which has bitten, at- 

acked, or threatened a human or animal to remain at large. 
nimals Control Officers shall have the authority to enter upon 
rivate property, not including entry into a dwelling unit or 
ther similar building, when the animal control officer has 
bserved an animal which has committed the biting, attacking, or 
hreatening in violation of this section and such entry upon 
rivate property shall not be deemed to be a trespass. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to interfere, to threat- 
n, or otherwise prevent an animal control officer from carrying 
ut and performing their lawful duties, as described above, 
nder this section. 

dection 3-19. Danserous animals r 
/ (a) It shall be unlawful for any person to own or in any I 
ay maintain or harbor any animal which is dangerous as defined 

5 3-3. I 
(b) If the Superintendent has determined that an animal is 

ngerous, then the Superintendent shall notify the owner immedi- 
a ely in writing, if the owner is known and after reasonable dt; e forts to [otherwise] notify the owner [have failed]. The 
o ner shall turn the animal over to the Division immediately 
a ter such notification. The Superintendent shall have the 
a thority to seize immediately an animal deemed dangerous. The 
s perintendent shall have the discretion to dispose of an animal I ( one (1) of only two ( 2 )  specific ways: 

I 
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I 
1 
I (I) By the humane destruction of the animal; or 
1 
! 

( 2 )  By giving the animal to an individual or an organiza- ( 
tion, subject to the protective and inspection conditions ' 
required by the superintendent for the well-being of the 
animal and for the protection of the public, for the pur- 

! pose of preserving and taking care of the animal. 

~n animal declared to be a dangerous animal by the superinten- 
'dent shall not be disposed of for research or experimental pur- : 
iposes. I 

I 

(c) Any person who owns an animal that has been declared 1 
angerous by the superintendent shall have the right to appeal 

this decision to the city manager. The owner of an animal de- 
blared dangerous shall have the right to request a hearing about 
that decision by submitting a written request to the office of 
the city manager within five (5) days after the superintendent's 
determination that the animal is dangerous. 
I 1 
I (d) The city manager or his designee shall conduct a hear- 
'ng to determine if the superintendent's determination that the f .  anlmal is dangerous is correct or incorrect. If funds are avail- 

1 ble and if adequate time is available, the City Manager or I 
esignee may involve a veterinarian appointed by the City Manag 
qr or designee to give a consulting opinion about the animal. 

1 

I 
f the animal is judged not to be dangerous, it shall be re- I 

urned to the owner. If the city manager or his designee deter- 
ines the animal to be dangerous, then the superintendent shall 
ispose of the animal only in the manner described above in 
ubsection (b). In the event of an appeal to the courts trom 
he city manager's or his representative's decision, the animal 
hall be confined at the animal shelter and a cash bond shall be 
equested for all costs whatsoever attendant upon City's reten- 
ion of the animal. 

li ection 3-20. Dead animals 

4 (a) It shall be unlawful for any person to leave or place 
e carcass of any animal which he owns upon any street, alley, 
r lot or to allow the animal to remain unburied on his proper- 

This shall not be construed to prohibit the placing of a 
arcass of a small animal on the right of way or within six (6) tt, thereof, for pickup by the special services division in 
e City of Charlotte or for pick up on State roads by the N.C. 
partment of Transportation. 

0 

b (b) The owner of any small animal which dies may, within 
t enty-four (24) hours after he has learned of its death, have 
i buried in a pet cemetery, bury it at least three (3) feet 
beneath the surface of the ground and not closer than three 
h ndred (300) feet to any flowing stream or public body of wa- 
t r, or otherwise have it removed as outlined in section 3-20(a). F 
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I (c) The owner of any large animal which dies shall, withi 
 twenty-four (24) hours after he has learned of its death, have 
i t  buried in a pet cemetery, bury it at least four (4) feet 
\beneath the surface of the ground and not closer than three 
/hundred (300) feet to any flowing stream or public body of wa- 
ter, or otherwise have it removed from his property. 

Section 3-21. Reserved. 

 section 3-22. Guard doss 

I 
I (a) Puruoses: Guard dogs are guard, security or watch 
{dogs ("security dogs") on premi.ses specifically for the purpose i 
of protecting the premises from any intruder and for attacking a/ b erson coming in the vicinity of the security dog. Security 
ogs are expected to attack human beings and are especially 1 

! angerous if they succeed in getting off the premises thereby I 
any member of the public. T h e  purpose of this sec- 

Ion is to provide regulatory requirements that will enable the 
ivision to have knowledge about any security dogs in the City. 
t also applies to such security dogs brought into the City from 
utside of the City. 

I 
(b) peaulations: The owner of a security dog shall com- 1 

bly with the following requirements --- I 
I 1. Identification: It shall be unlawful for a security 1 

og in the City not to have a current license tag or a tag as 
escribed hereafter. A dog brought into the City that does not 
ave a current City license tag must obtain a current security 
og identification tag from the division which would include the 

i ame kind of information on a City license tag. Before such a 
ag can be issued, there must be proof of rabies inocculation of 
he dog. 

i 2. Resistration: The owner of any security dogs not 
icensed in the City but brought into the City to be used as 
ecurity dogs in the City must register all of those dogs with 
he division. 

3. m: The owner of any security dogs or the owner 
f the premises employing the dogs must have posted on the prem- 

a sign that identifies the name, address, and telephone 
umber of the owner of the security dogs. 

(c) E S C ~ D ~ ~ Q  doq: If a guard dog escapes and bites some- 
ne who is not a trespasser, then the Superintendent shall have 
qhe authority to prohibit that dog from serving as a guard dog 
ithin the City of Charlotte. It shall be unlawful to use such 

e dog not be used within the City as a guard dog. 
dog, as a guard dog, after the Superintendent has ordered that 



!January 23, 1989 
/Ordinance Book 37 - Page 339 
! ! 
I (d) Enforcement: In addition to using any and all en- 
:forcement remedies stated in section 3-9, the division shall 
Jalso have the additional authority in respect to security dogs: 

1 I. If any security dog is seized running-at-large, then 
/the dog shall not be returned to the owner until the owner has 
!registered that dog and any other security dogs used or to be 

in the City in accordance with section (b), above, secured / 
tags if necessary, and had complete compliance 

of the section. I 
I 

2. If a security dog is found on the premises without 
omplying with section (b), then the division shall have the 
uthority to issue a notice of prohibition letter that will 
rohibit the use of that dog as a security dog within the City, 
nless there is compliance with all of section (b) within 48 

Such a notice of prohibition shall at the same time be I iven to the owner of the premises upon which the security dog s utilized. The owner of the premises shall be informed that 
he continued use of such a security dog on the premises is an 
nlawful act on the part of the owner in violation of this sec- 
tion. 
I 

I 1 After the 48 hours, if such a dog remains on the premises 
t shall be an unlawful act on the part of the owner of the dog 
6nd on the part of the owner of the premises and a citation 
'hall be issued to either or both of those individuals and the 
mount of the citation shall be $50. 

1 

/ The Division shall have the authority to seize guard dogs 1 
if there has not been compliance with the provisions of this I 
destion or for the safety of the public, all in accordanca with 
qode 5 3-49. 

4 ection 3-23. Iniurina animals 
I 

4 ( a )  It shall be unlawful for any person to intentionally 
trike an animal with an automobile or other vehicle causing 
njury or death. 

I 

1 (b) It shall be unlawful for any person injuring or kill- 
g a domestic animal by striking it with an automobile or other 
hicle to fail to notify the owner of said animal, if identifi- 

of the animal is available, or the division, if no identi- 
is possible. 

ction 3-24. Nuisance I 
t (a) It shall be unlawful for any person to own, keep, 
p ssess, or maintain an animal in such a manner so as to consti- 
t te a public nuisance or a nuisance to neighbors. By way of 
eyample, and not of limitation, the following acts or actions of 

I 



jan owner, harborer, or possessor of an animal are hereby de- i 
clared to be a public nuisance and are therefore unlawful: i 

I 

3 4 @ 

1. Having an animal that disturbs the rights of, threat- ~ 
ns the safety of, or damages a member of the general public, or 
interferes with the ordinary use and enjoyment of their proper- i y ;  or 
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2. Allowing or permitting an animal to damage the proper- I 
ly of anyone other than its owner, including, but not limited 
o, turning over garbage containers or damaging gardens, flow- 
rs, or vegetables, or desecrating upon the property of another; 
br 
I 

3. Maintaining animals in an environment of unsanitary 
onditions or lack of cleanliness which results in offensive 
dor or is dangerous to the public health, welfare, or safety or 
failure to maintain a condition of good order and cleanliness 

hich reduces the probability of transmission of disease. Y 
4. Maintaining property that is offensive, annoying or 

angerous to the public health, safety or welfare of the communi 
y because of the number, type, variety, density or location of 
he animals on the property; or 

5. Allowing or permitting an animal to bark, whine, howl, 
row or cackle in an excessive, continuous, or untimely fashion 
o as to interfere with the reasonable use and enjoyment of 
eighboring premises; or 

I 
1 6. Maintaining an animal that is diseased and dangerous , 

the public health; or 

7. Maintaining an animal that habitually or repeatedly 
hases, snaps at, attacks or barks at pedestrians, joggers, dogs 
alked on a leash by owners, bicycles or vehicles; or I 

H 
8. Failing to confine a female dog or cat while in season 

a building or secure enclosure in such a manner that she 
come into contact with another dog, or create a nuisance 

other animals; provided this section shall not be 
the intentional breeding of animals within 
area on the premises of the owner of an 

In addition to any other enforcement remedies available 
der this chapter, if the Superintendent shall declare an ani- 
1 a nuisance under this section, then the Superintendent has 
e authority to order the owner to confine the animal in accor- 
nce with the superintendent's instructions. It shall be unlaw- 
1 for the owner to fail to comply with such an order or with 
e instructions in the order. 

S ction 3-25. Reckless ridina and drivina of animal i 



(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to run, drive or I 

ride any animal in a reckless, disorderly or careless manner I 
,through any street, alley, or highway. 

/ (b) It shall be unlawful for any person to drive or cause 
!to be driven through any street or highway any loose or 
pnhaltered horses, mule, cow or other livestock; nor shall the 
(keeper of any such animal knowingly permit any loose horse, 
pule, or cow to be driven from his property onto streets, al- 
Ileys, or highways. 

kection 3-26. Restraint of animals I i 
(a) Physical restraint of animal. St shall be unlawful 

or any person owning or having possession, charge, custody, or 
ontrol of any animal, excluding cats, to keep such on his own 
remises or off the premises unless such animal is under suffi- 
ient physical restraint such as a leash, cage, bridle, or 
imilar effective device which restrains and controls the ani- 
al, or within a vehicle, or adequately contained by a fence on 1 he premises or other secure enclosure. If it is an effective, 
orking invisible fence, then there must be a visible, permanent 
hign on the premises stating that there is an invisible fence. 1 
I 
I 
I (b) Adult with animal on ~remises. If a responsible 
~dult is physically outside on the land immediately adjacent to 

l he animal, on the land where the owner of the animal resides, i nd the animal is under the person's direct control and is obedi, 
dnt to that person's commands, then this section shall not apply I - 

f 
uring the duration of time the animal is in the company and I 

nder the control of that adult and the animal is on the premis- 
s. "Adult" is defined as eighteen (18) years of age or older. 

j (c) Public Darks. It shall be unlawful for any person 
wning or having possession, charge, custody, or control of any , 
dog to take the dog into or allow the dog to enter any public 1 
dark without being at all times under restraint of a leash. I 

I 
(d) Park areas. It shall be unlawful for any person 

ning or having possession, charge, custody, or control of a 
g to take the dog into picnic areas, pond areas, and chil- 
ren's play areas of any public park. This shall not apply to 
tide dogs or hearing aid dogs in the company of blind or deaf 
p rsons. 

I 
3-27. Protective measures for confinement of dous. 1 I 

(a) Circumstances reauirins s~ecial ureventive measures. I 
e Division shall have the authority to require the owner or I 

stodian of a dog to comply with specific preventive measures, 
described below in subsection (b), after taking into consider- 
ion the following three circustances: 

I 
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1. Nature of the particular dog: The behavior, size, 
temperament, breed, capacity for inflicting serious injury, 
the number of dogs, or other such similar factors which 
would be relevant to a determination of whether or not 
additional preventive measures need to be imposed for a 
particular situation; and 

1 
2. Adeauacv of confinement: The adequacy of the enclo- 
sure or confinement, if any; and 

3. Immediate surroundina area: The likelihood that the 
conditions pertaining to the particular dog and the dog's 
confinement are detrimental to the safety or welfare of 
citizens, or peace and tranquility of citizens, in the 
immediate surrounding area. 

In considering whether to order a- special preventive mea- / 
sure, the Division is authorized to consider additional factors 
as aggravating circumstances that might warrant the ordering of 
special preventivemeasures: 

1. Child under the aae of seven: There is a child under 
the age of seven who lives in such close proximity, or 
children walk by or are otherwise in close proximity, 
to the property occupied by the dog; or 

I 
2. BJ&: The dog has bitten a human being or domestic 
animal, without provocation or without a trespass, and the 
person bitten doesnot ordinarily reside on the premises; or 

- 

I 

5. Reputation of doq: The individual dog has a known 
propensity, reputation, or tendency or disposition to 

ttack unprovoked, to cause injury or to otherwise endanger the 
afety of human beings or domestic animals; or 

4. Attitude of attack incident: A dog, without provoca- 1 

3. Doa trained for fiahtins or aacrressive attack: 
The dog is kept primarily or in part for the purpose of dog 
fighting or the dog has been trained for aggressive at- 
tacks; or 

tion or a trespass, has approached a person in an apparent 
attitude of attack; or 

I 

' 

(b) Preventive measures. If the Division determines that 
he circumstances require special preventive measures, then the 
ivision shall have the authority to require appropriate, specif 
c preventive measures which might include, but are not limited 
o, the following: necessary repairs for any fence or enclo- 
ure, measures to ensure that a gate will remain closed, a 
fence' or 'secure dog fence' as described below, or any other 
imilar device that would provide greater assurance for the 

I 
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I 

i I 
i confinement of the dog, all of which are subject to being specifl- ically approved for their adequacy by the Division. I 

A fence shall be at least a minimum of four feet high and 
constitute a secure enough enclosure sufficient to contain the 
dog at all times. The minimum size of the enclosure may be at 
Ileast 150 square feet. If the dog is over 15 inches at the 
shoulder or is deemed capable of climbing a standard four foot 
fence, then the animal control supervisor may require a six-foot 

A secure dog fence means a fence, as immediately described 
above, that may also be enclosed on all six sides including the 
'top. The bottom may be concrete unless the sides of the fence 
lare buried one-foot deep in a hard-packed soil. I I 

Any reference to 'fence' or 'secure dog fence' shall be 
efined as stated immediately above. 

11 

i The Division shall also have the authority to require the 
wner to tattoo the dog at the owner's expense if that is neces- 
ary for identification, investigative, or enforcement purposes. 

I 

The Division shall have the authority to require the owner 1 

o procure liability insurance in the amount of at least I 
100,000 at the owner's expense, or to have the dog tattooed, or1 
o display a sign on the premises warning of the dog on the 
remises. The Division shall have the authority to require the 
wner to show signed written statements about maintaining the 
iability insurance/ the designated enclosure for the dogs/and 
$he duty to notify the animal control division if the dog es- 
Qapes, and to require the owner to give the Division the autiori 

3 y to seize and impound the dog if the owner fails to comply ith the provisions. 
1 
I 

The Superintendent shall have the authority to waive any or 
qll of these requirements if the Superintendent determines that 

I 
Uhe bite is inconsequential. ! 

1 ,  , (c) Written order. If the Division determines that spe- 
lfic preventive measures must be complied with by the owner of 1 dog, the Division shall make reasonable efforts to notify the 
oprner of the written order, state the reasons that preventive 
qeasures are required, identify the specific preventive measures 1 
at must be implemented, and state the designated time period 

which to comply with the written order. The Division 
the authority to exercise discretion for extensions 

i 
time if that is reasonable in view of the good faith progress 
the owner in implementing the preventive measures. 

(d) Failure to com~lv with written order. It shall be 
lawful for an owner to fail to comply with a written order 

the designated time for compliance stated in the written 
or any extension thereof. In addition to the remedies of 
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19 3-9, the penalty for failure to comply with the written order 
ishall be one hundred ($100.00) dollars. The Division shall have 
[the authority to issue additional $100.00 citations for a contin 
ing failure to comply with a written order. 

(e) Owner's challenae to the written order. The owner 
ay submit in writing a challenge to the Division's determina- 
ion that section (a) is applicable to the owner's premises or 
utmit in writing a challenge to the specific preventive mea- 
ures required by the Division. The owner's written challenge 
ust be received in the office of the Director of the City's 
perations Department by the end of five days of the date of the 
ritten order, not counting the day of issuance of the written 
rder. The challenge to the written order shall be reviewed by 
he Superintendent unless the Superintendent has had some in- 
olvement in the issuance of the written order. In that situa- 
ion, the City Manager or designee shall review the written 
hallenge. The review of the challenge may be done solely on 
he basis of written material. 

I (f) Seizure and dis~osition of animal. The Division is 
uthorized to seize an animal as provided for in Code 9 3-49, 

T hen the owner has not complied with the written order. 
bection 3-28. Strav animals 
I I 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person, without the actu- 
1 consent of the owner, to harbor, feed, keep in possession by 

f onfinement or otherwise have any animal which does not belong o him unless he has, within twenty-four hours of the time the 
Animal came into his possession, notified the division. Upon 
I qeceiving such notice, the division may take the animal and deal 
*lth it as provided in section 3-48. 

I 
(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to refuse to sur- 1 

ender such an animal to an employee of the division upon de- 
land. i 1 

qection 3-29. Uncared for animals ! ' (a) Whenever the division finds that any animal is or 
dill be without proper care because of injury, illness, incarcer- 
tion or other excusable, involuntary absence of the person 3 esponsible for the care of such animal, the division may im- 

f ound such animal until reclaimed by its owner. The owner must 
ay the applicable fees in section 3-45 in the same manner as 
ny other owner would reclaim an impounded animal prior to the 
elease of such animal by the division. 
I 

1 (b) Any animal which has been impounded under subsection 
('a) and is not reclaimed can be kept, in the discretion of the 
&perintendent, up to ten (10) days and may be disposed of by tple division pursuant to section 3-48. 
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i 
I 
! (c) If the owner of the animal notifies the superintendent 
bf the owner's intent to claim the animal but will not be able , 
to until after the ten (10) day impoundment period, the superin-; 
tendent shall have the authority to grant up to five (5) days, 
3r any lesser amount, when the superintendent has concluded, I 
after investigating the request, that the owner or an agent for I 
he owner is not able to reclaim the animal within the time 
eriod specified in (b) above. The owner shall be charged dou- 
le the redemption fee stated in section 3-45, if the animal is 
laimed after the ten-day period when permission has been grant- 
d to claim the animal after the ten-day period. If the super- 
ntendent has concluded that the owner or an agent is in a posi-1 
ion to reclaim the animal, then the superintendent can inform 
e owner or agent that the request is denied and proceed to 
ispose of the animal in accordance with section 3-48. 

ections 3-30 -- 3-33. Reserved. I 

! ARTICLE IV. LICENSING AND PEWITS 

fection 3-34. License and rabies taqs and fees 

/ (a) It shall be unlawful for any dog, cat, or equine ani- I 

I nlal owner, possessor, or harborer, who resides in the City or , 
qho brings an animal into the City to function as a guard or 
qatch dog, to fail to provide any dog or cat over four (4) I 

onths of age or equine animal over six (6) months of age with a '  
urrent license tag. The owner, possessor or harborer of any I 

1 
bove described dog or cat over four (4) months of age must be 

must have a current rabies vaccination tag show- 

- 

ng that such animals have been vaccinated. No license will be 
unless proof of inoculation is shown. Any dog, cat, or 1 

ine animal owner who moves into the City for the purpose of 1 

residency or who becomes a resident as a result of 
nexation shall have thirty (30) days in which to obtain a 

license. i I j 

i (b) The license fee for fertile dogs and cats shall be 
tbenty dollars ($20.00). The license fee for sterilized dogs 
ahd cats shall be five dollars ($5.00). 

I 
I 
I 
1 If a person purchases a license tag after January 1 for the I 
1 remainder of that current license year, then the cost of that 
lkcense tag shall be one-half (50%) of the cost for a license 
t' g and shall apply whether the dog/puppy or cat/kitten is fer- 
t le or sterilized. F ! 

1 The City's Director of Operations shall have the authority 
t/, refund a license fee or a portion thereof in only four circum- 
s ances when the license has been purchased before July 1, of 
e c h  k fiscal year: (1) death of the animal before July 1, (2) 
s'ay/neuter services before July 1, (3) permanent residency of 
t W .  e anlmal and owner outside of Mecklenburg County before July 
1 and (4) duplication of payment for the same animal. If an ! 



individual remains dissatisfied with the decision of the City's 
Director of Operations, then the individual can file a notice o 
claim with the office of the City Manager for any further revie 
of such a request. i 

3 4 6 

i 
(c) It shall be unlawful for the owner of any dogs and 

cats in the City not to have the dogs and cats wear the rabies 
accination tag issued to them by the veterinarian administering 
the rabies vaccine. Dogs and cats not wearing such tags and for 
hich the owner cannot promptly display a valid rabies tag shall 
e impounded and shall be subject to a $15.00 citation penalty 
ursuant to Code 5 3-10. 
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I (d) It shall be unlawful for any person who owns or keeps 

t dog or cat not to have the dog or cat innoculated against 
I 
abies. 

ection 3-34.1. Failure to have City doa license: 
penaltv and seizure. 

(a) Penalty. If an owner has failed to secure a valid 
nd current license for a dog, then the citation penalty shall 
e $50.00. The citation shall state on its face that the Divi- 
ion has the authority to summarily seize the dog, if the cita- 
ion is not paid within 10 days of the date of the issuance of 
he citation and if the owner has not obtained a current City 
og license within 10 days of the issuance of the citation, and 
hat seizure of the dog could lead to the humane destruction of 
he dog. 

(b) Seizure of the doq. If the owner fails to pay the 
50.00 citation and fails to obtain the current City dog license 
ithin 10 days of the issuance of the citation, the Division 
hall have the authority to summarily seize the dog. The Divi- 
ion shall bold the dog for a minimum of five days. The owner 
hall have the option to reclaim the dog by paying the citation 
ine, a delinquency charge of $15.00, the impoundment fees, the 
ity dog license, rabies fees, and any other lawfully authorized 
,osts. If the owner wishes to request a review of the seizure 
df the dog, then the owner shall request the review in writing 
ithin the five days of the dog's impoundment and, at the same 
ime, shall pay an amount in cash covering the $50.00 citation, 
he delinquency charge, impoundment fees, the City license, 
abies fees, and any other costs, which amount of money shall be 
eturned to the owner if there is an administrative or judicial 
ecision ultimately in favor of the owner. 

! If there is no hearing requested within the five days of i 
the seizure of the dog and the dog is not reclaimed, then the ! 

ownership rights of the owner shall be terminated upon the expi- 
ration of five days and the Division shall have the authority to ) 
dispose of the dog pursuant to 9 3-72. Section 3-35. 
E~emDtions from differential licensing 
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! i 

(a) The following classification of owners of dogs and , 
cats shall be exempt from paying the higher license fee for 1 fertile dogs and cats. These exempt persons shall be required ' 
!to purchase a license for their dog or cat but will pay only a 
/fee of five ($5.00) dollars for such license and will not be 
required to have the animal spayed/neutered: 

I 
I/ 1. Any owner of a dog or cat who can furnish a statement 
\from a licensed veterinarian that the animal, due to health 

P reasons, could not withstand spay/neuter surgery. 
1 2. Any owner of one or more pure-bred dogs or cats who 
'can furnish proof of participation in at least three (3) nation- 
ally recognized conformation or obedience shows within the past 
twelve (12) months. The exemption only applies to the dogs or 
cats in the owner's household of the same breed that were 
shown. Proof of participation must go beyond records showing a 
filing fee was paid and owner must validate actual showing of 
the animal. 

3. Any handicapped owner of a dog which is used for see- 
'ng or hearing purposes and is spayed or neutered, shall obtain I license free of charge. (b) Any dog or cat owner sixty-two (62) years of age or 
lder who owns a sterilized animal may receive their license 
ree of charge. If their animal has not been spayed or neu- 
ered, they will be subject to the higher license fee set out in 
ection 3-34. 

kection 3-36. Adoption of animsls-license and rabies inosula- 

I tions 

I (a) Upon the adoption of an animal at the animal control 
ghelter, the person shall deposit the amount of money for a city 

i/i 
icense tag. The City license tag shall not become effective 
ntil proof of the innoculation of the animal. The superinten- 
,ent shall not have the authority to give a license to the ani- 
mal owner before presentation of such proof of innoculation. 
I 

(b) The person must provide proof of inoculation of the 
animal within three (3) business days of the purchase of the 
nimal from the shelter. During that same period of time, the 
nimal shall not be held to be in violation of section 3-34 
qequiring an animal to have a city license tag. After the expi- 
ation of that period of time, a person who has not presented 
roof of the inoculation of the animal shall be in violation of 
ection 3-34 which requires a current rabies vaccination tag and 
Dequires a current city license tag. 

I 
(c) Upon the purchase of the animal, the person shall sign I 

form stating that the person has been informed that a failure 
present proof of the inoculation within three (3) business 
shall subject that person to both violations, not having a 1 

I i 
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vaccination tag and not having a current city license 
Further, the form shall state that the city license tag 

eposit to be used for the purchase of the city license tag 
enter the general fund of the city. Upon failure to 

resent proof of rabies inoculation, 5 3-34.1 will apply. 

ii ection 3-37. Citv ~ermits 
It shall be unlawful for any person to own, keep, have or 

aintain any cloven-hoofed animals or other livestock or any 
hickens, turkeys, ducks, guineas, geese, pheasants, pigeons or 
ther domestic fowl in the City of Charlotte without first re- 
eiving from the division a permit to do so, or to continue to 
ave any of the same, stated above, after a permit has been 
enied. This section shall not apply to, and no permit shall be 
equired for, any agricultural operation within G.S. 5106-700, 
uisance Liability of Agricultural Operations". Application 
or a permit shall be made on July 1st of each year and the 
nnual fee shall be five dollars ($5.00) per household. The 
lication shall list all such animals and.fow1 on the premis- 

Before a permit is issued, an employee of the division 
hall inspect the premises to determine if the keeping of the 
nimals or fowl on the premises will endanger or is likely to 
ndanger the health, safety, peace, quiet, comfort, enjoyment or 
therwise become a public nuisance to nearby residents or occu- 
ants or places of business. 

When a permit is denied for any reason, the applicant shall 
e given a written explanation of the reason for denial. 

An owner or possessor of such animals or fowl shall comply 
ith the following applicable provisions before a permit is 

1 (a) Fowl and other s~ecificallv identified animals: 

T ickens, turkeys, ducks, guineas, geese, pheasants, or other meatic fowl or rabbits: 

I 1. Such animals must be confined in a coop, fowl house, 

Ok 
rabbit hutch not less than eighteen (18) inches in height. 

T e fowl must be kept within the coop or fowl house and the 
rbbbits in the hutch at all times. 

1 I .  The coop or fowl house must be used for fowl only, and 
e hutch for rabbits only, and both must be well ventilated. 

I 

b 3 .  The coop, fowl house or hutch shall have a minimum of 1 
f ur (4) square feet of floor area for each fowl or rabbit. I 

i 4. The run must be well drained so there is no accrunula- 
t on of moisture. I 

I I 



I 5. The coop, fowl house or hutch shall be kept clean, 
sanitary and free from accumulation of animal excrement and 
objectionable odors. It shall be cleaned daily and all drop- I 
;pings and body excretion shall be placed in a flyproof container 
land double-bagged in plastic bags. 1 

6. The coop, fowl house or hutch shall be a minimum of 
wenty-five (25) feet from any property line. 

6 7. No more than twenty (20) such fowl or rabbits shall be 
ept or maintained per acre. The number of fowl or rabbits 

I 
hould be proportionate to the acreage. 

(b) Piseons: Pigeons, while allowed to fly to and from 
he premises, must be provided with adequate space on the premis 
+s and sanitary conditions must be maintained. 
I 

I 
1 

I (c) Cloven-hoofed animals: Cloven-hoofed animals, 
equines and other livestock: i 
I 
I 1. Such animals must be provided with adequate shelter to 
$rotect them from the elements. 

i 2. The shelter shall be kept clean, sanitary, and free 
rom accumulations of animals excrement and objectionable odors. 

3. The shelters for cows and other large livestock, which 
Jre covered by the Zoning Ordinance. shall be kept at a minimum ! 
df seventy-five (75) feet from any property line. The shelters 
or goats and other small livestock shall be kept at a minimum 
f twenty-five (25) feet from any property line. 

I 
4. : Each cow or other large livestock, excluding 

quines, shall have a minimum pasture area of two (2) acres. 
Qach goat, sheep or other small livestock shall have a minimum 
dasture area of one-fourth (1/4) acre. 

I 

(f) E x c ~ D ~ ~ o ~ s :  A permit shall not be required for 
, 

a imals of any kind if the animals are kept by a governmental I 
a+thority or other appropriately certified and recognized academ- 

institution, museum, raptor center, etc. 

I 

I 1 (d) Wild or exotic: The division shall inspect the I 

premises where any wild animals, as permitted by section 3-30, I 
are kept to determine if the animal may be kept or maintained 

presenting a concern about the health, safety, noise, 
enjoyment of any persons or property. The division may 
that any wild animal be caged or secured or make any 

rules regulating the keeping of wild animals. 

C (e) Annexation: New annexees have ninety (90) days from 
t e date of annexation to bring their property into compliance 
a d to have obtained permits required by this section. f 

I 
I 



I ection 3-38. Revocation of permit 
3 5 Q 

C 1. The division may revoke any permit when the permit has 
een mistakenly issued without compliance with section 3-37, or 
hen the applicant has submitted false information, or for a 
iolation of any of the provisions of this chapter, or, when, in 
he opinion of the superintendent, the health, safety or welfare 
f any person or property is menaced by the keeping of such 
nimals, or when the animals become a nuisance. If a permit is 
evoked, the applicant shall be given a written explanation of 

i 
he reasons for the revocation. Upon the determination of a 
iolation of this section, the owner shall have thirty (30) 
ays in which to bring the property or condition into compliance 
ith this chapter, if the violation pertains to a correctable 
ondition on the property, or to remove the animals from the 
remises. 
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2. Any person who has a permit revoked shall have the 
ight to request in writing to the office of the city manager I i ithin ten (10) days after the expiration of the thirty day 1 
eriod, cited above, the revocation of the permit. The city I 
anager, or his representative, shall conduct a hearing to deter 
ine if the permit should be revoked. 1 
ection 3-39. Permit for four or more dogs or cats kept out- 

*. I 

4 (a) Itshall be unlawful for any person to own, to keep 
ustody of, or to take care of four or more dogs or cats or any 
ombination of four dogs and cats or more, four months or older, 
ho are frequently outside on the premises unless the person has 
special permit issued by the Animal Control Division. 

(b) If a person has four or more dogs or cats frequently 
utside on the premises, then the superintendent must make the 
ollowing five findings in order to issue a special permit: 1 
C 1. Noise from the dogs or cats will not interfere with an I 
utting occupant's use and peaceful enjoyment of the property. 1 

I 
I 2. Any odor or unsanitary conditions caused by the dogs 
c/r cats will not interfere with an abutting occupant's use and 
peaceful enjoyment of the property. 

I i 
3. Four or more dog runs or other dog-related structures 

any combination thereof shall not be permitted if the struc- 
res can be seen from an abutting occupant's property in a 
sidentially zoned district. 

i 
4. There is no evidence that the dogs or cats pose any I 

alth or disease exposure for abutting occupants. 
I 
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i 5. The dogs or cats do not interfere in some other simi- 
1 lar manner with the peaceful use and enjoyment of abutting propi 
I erty. I 
1 If the superintendent denies a person a special permit, 
jthen the superintendent must state the reasons for the denial i 

tions that would enable the person to be in compliance with the 
writing. If the superintendent has any recommendations or 

,standard(s), then the superintendent must state those 
.tions or conditions in writing. The superintendent is author- 
1 ized to issue a special permit with specific conditions attache 

and issuance of the permit. 

t o  the permit. The superintendent shall have the authority to 1 1 charge a reasonable administrative fee for the necessary review 1 

(c) A permit shall remain valid as long as the person is 
in compliance with the terms and conditions, if any, of the 
permit. If any of the circumstances change, such as, but not 1 
limited to, more animals, different breed for a particular dog, I 
new structures or other such similar change.that might reason- 
ably violate the five standards set forth above, then the permi 
shall automatically terminate and be null and void. The person 
must secure a new permit or the person shall be in violation of 
this section. The superintendent shall have the authority to 
revoke the permit at any time if there is a violation of the 
/standards stated in (b), for a violation of any term or condi- 

I tion of the permit, if there has been any misrepresentation, or for any other similar reason. The superintendent shall state i 
!writing the basis of the revocation. Any person who wishes to 
appeal such a revocation, shall have 10 days from the date of 
receipt of revocation to appeal the revocation to the Director 
of the Operations Department. 1 

I 
ection 3-40. Nonresident exce~tions I s The provisions of this chapter requiring certain animals to] 
e licensed or permitted shall not apply to those animals owned 
y, in the charge of, or under the care of non-residents of this 
ity who are traveling through or temporarily sojourning in the 
ity for a period not exceeding thirty (30) days. Nor shall the 
icensing provisions apply to animals temporarily brought into 
fthis City for the exclusive purpose of entering animals in a 
phow or other exhibition. 
I 
! These exemptions do not apply to non-residents of the City 
kho bring dogs into the City for security/guard dog purposes or 
hring animals in for any other purpose. 
I 
bections 3-41 -- 3-43. Reserved. 
I 

ARTICLE V. IMPOUNDMENT, CLINIC, 

i AND DISPOSITION OF ANIMALS 

Section 3-44. Im~oundment 

1 



It shall be the duty of the employees of the division to 
impound animals in the animal shelter. It shall be the duty of 
any police officer who observes a violation to deliver to the 
division or to notify the division of the presence of those 
animals which are found or kept contrary to the provisions of 
this chapter. 

Section 3-45. Fees 

i 
(a) Fees: The Division shall charge and collect fees 

rom owners who redeem their animals. The City Manager or his 
esignee shall have the authority to establish a fee schedule, 
ntitled "Fee Schedule for Animal Control Division", for the 
ollowing categories: 

(.I) Impounding: Equine, cow other large anir ; Sheep, 
lamb, hog or goat; Cat; Dog; Other animal. 

( . 2 )  Boarding: Dog, per day; Cat, per day; Large animals 
(e.g. horse, mare, colt, mule, bovine animal, jack, 
jenny, calf, sheep, lamb, goat, hog and other large ani- I 
mals) per day; Small animals (e.g. rabbits, birds, poultry 
or other small animals) per day. Any animal not deemed to 
be similar to rabbits, birds, poultry, or other similar 
such animals shall be deemed to be a large animal. 

The fees shall be reviewed annually and the City Manag' 
er or his designee is authorized to make such adjustments 
in such fees as desmed appropriate. The City Manager or 
his designee shall have the authority to establish animal 

1 
categories and to set escalating impoundment fees for ani- 
mals for reoccurring violations by the same owner. An 
accurate copy of the fee schedule shall be posted in a 
conspicuous place in the Office of the Animal Control Divi- 
sion and a copy shall also be filed with the City Clerk's 
Office. 

(.3) Adoption: Large animals, Dog; Puppy; Cat or other 
small animal; Pick up a special service fees; Replacement 
fee for metal tags. 

The above fees do not include applicable charges for 
any license or inoculation that may be required by this 
chapter or other applicable law. If the animal to be re- 
deemed is not licensed or inoculated as required by law, 
the owner must have the dog or cat inoculated and obtain a 
proper license before release of the animal. 

- 

1 
No fees whatsoever shall be charged or collected on any 

imal which has been unlawfully impounded. Any such animal 
s all immediately be delivered upon demand to the owner or per- 
s n entitled to the custody of the animal. 

I ! 
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/ (c) Refunds: The director of the ope;ations department 
{director) of the City of Charlotte shall have the discretionary 

0 uthority to grant a refund of money paid pursuant to this sec- ion for the cost of spay/neuter services when the animal has 
ied before such services can be performed, or if it is subse- 
Quently determined that such surgery is unnecessary or inappro- 

4 riate, or for some other exceptional reason which would make it njust for the city to retain the cost for the spay/neuter ser- 

9 ices paid to the City of Charlotte and a refund would be appro- riate. This is discretionary authority for the director and 
++he director may decline to exercise such authority for any 
Ueason whatsoever. If such discretionary authority is exer- 

4 ised, then the finance department will be authorized, pursuant o a written memorandum from the director to the director of the 
f'inance department, to refund such money with whatever appropri- 
dte documentation is required by the finance department. If the 
iscretionary authority is not exercised by the director or if 
n individual remains dissatisfied with the decision of the 
irector, then the individual must file a notice of claim with 
e office of City Manager for any further review of such a 
quest. 

I If the owner of a dog or cat pays for spay/neuter services 
for that person's animal impounded by the division, before the 
[release of the animal to the owner, then the owner shall not be 
'charged any redemption fees, which include impounding as stated 
in this section. 

(b) Adoption rewires animal s~av/neuter surcrery: The 
adoption of an animal shall be a conditional purchase. In addi- 
tion to the adoption fees stated above, the purchaser of a 

Id og/puppy, cat/kitten, or rabbit at the animal control shelter shall pay the cost of spay/neuter services as provided in sec- 
tion 3-47 for the adopted animal. The payment for the 

1 The Mecklenburg County Ordinance for the Control of Rabies 
apd Other Zoonoses shall apply. Consistent with that Ordinance, 
t e superintendent shall have the authority to order confinement 
of an animal which shows symptoms of rabies or which has bitten 
a person and to take whatever other action is necessary for 
c nfinement, observation and disposition of the animal. 1 .  

I 

I 

~bction 3-46. Rabies im~oundment 

/spay/neuter services shall be made at the time that the person 1 
pelects such an animal for adoption and shall be nonrefundable. 
,Rn animal shall not be given to the owner until the surgery has 

! 
een completed and medical authorization to release the animal 
as been given. If a person fails to adopt the animal in accor- 
ance with the provisions of this chapter, then the person shall 
orfeit the money paid for the surgery. 

I I 

1 I 
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I (a) Establishment or ~rovision of s~avheuter services. 
he division is authorized to establish, equip, operate and 
aintain and provide spay/neuter services ("services" hereinaf- 
er) for cats and dogs, to employ personnel for those services, 
nd to appropriate and expend tax and non-tax funds, including 
roperty taxes, for those purposes. In lieu thereof, the divi- 
bion is further authorized to contract with any individual, 

i 
orporation, nonprofit corporation, governmental body or any 
ther group for the purpose of operating or providing services 
or dogs and cats within the city. The division may appropriate 
nd expend tax and non-tax funds, including property tax for 
hose purposes. 

i The charge for services for a dog/puppy shall be twenty-six I 
ollars and fifty cents ($26.50) and for a male 
at/kitten/rabbit, thirteen dollars and fifty cents ($13.50), 
nd for a female cat/kitten/rabbit nineteen dollars and fifty 
ents ($19.50). The city manager or his designee shall have the 
uthority to establish the cost of services for dogs/pupples and 
ats/kittens/rabbits based on estimated costs in providing the 
ervices. The City Manager or his designee shall maintain docu- 
ented records justifying any such increases or decreases. A 
hange in service charges shall occur no more than once in each 
ix-month period. 

(b) Consent waiver and form. Persons submitting 
ogs and cats for the services of the clinic shall first be 
equired to sign a consent form certifying under penalty of 
erjury that they are the owners of said animals or are other- 
ise authorized to present the animal for the operation. Such 
ersons may be required to furnish proof of such ownership or 
uthority. 

By signing the consent form, the owner shall waive any and 
11 liability for any injury or death to an animal arising out 
f the spaying or neutering operation or any services provided 
ncidental thereto. The person presenting the animal for such 
eration shall indemnify the division against any person's 
aim that the division did not have the authority or right to 
stray the animal. 

Sbction 3-48. Sale or euthanasia 
I 

j (a) Larae animals. The division shall hold any stray 
h rse, burro, cattle, goat, sheep and other livestock or large 
aeimal for eight (8) days. m e  superintendent shall make reason-! 

I 
- 32 - 

I (c) Boardina charae. The division shall establish a 
r turn date by which persons submitting animals for the above 
o eration shall pick up the animal or be subject to a reasonable 
b arding fee to commence the date after such return date. If 
t e animal is not picked up by the seventh day after the return 
te, then the division may dispose of the animal by any disposi- 

method authorized by this chapter. 

1 
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I 
! 
able efforts to notify the owner, who can redeem the animal upo 
payment of any applicable fees. 

I (b) Other animals. The division shall hold any 
1 stray dog, cat, rabbit, bird, poultry, wild animal (deemed to b I owned) and other animals for seventy-two hours. The superinten+ ' dent shall make reasonable efforts to notify the owner, who can 
I redeem the animal upon payment of any applicable fees and compl - ance with all animal-related laws. An owner reclaiming animals 
I must be able to provide proof of ownership to the satisfaction I of the superintendent. 

i 
'1 
i 

I 
(c) Unclaimed animals. If an animal is not redeemed by / 

Ithe owner during the applicable period of redemption or has bee 
donated to the shelter, then, the animal shall be disposed of a i 

1. After the required period of time for holding an ani- 
mal has expired, unclaimed animals may be offered to the first 
member of the public paying the applicable fee. The superinten 
dent shall be authorized not to offer for sale any animals when 
it is reasonable to believe that continued medical observation 
of the animal is necessary or for any other exceptional reason. 
Puppies four months of age or younger shall be kept for 7 days. 
Kittens four months of age or younger may be kept an appropriat 
length of time to insure their health. Donated or unclaimed 
animals also may be humanely euthanized at the discretion of th 
division or may be sold by public auction. Sale may be refused 
to anyone who, in the opinion of the the superintendent, is 
unqualified to own the animal due to drunkenness, a record of 

I I 
,cruelty to animals, under eighteen years of age, acts of harass- 
ment to animals residing at the shelter, ownership of other 
animals which are in violation of requirements of this Ordi- 
nance, refusal to comply with adoption requirements of this 
Ordinance, donation of two or more animals to the division in 
the past six months, lack of adequate housing and/or fencing to 
lcontain the animal, or any other incapacity. 

i 2. The division may accept any animal which the owner 
ishes to release to the division. The owner shall sign a re- 
ease card vesting all rights and title to the animal in the 
ivision. All released animals shall immediately be available 
or public sale, or public auction, humane euthanasia as the 
puperintendent deems appropriate. 
I 

3 .  An employee of the division shall execute a bill of 1 
ale to the purchaser of any animal sold and thereupon the title 
o such animal shall be vested in the purchaser. 

4. The Division shall have the authority to carry out the 
umane euthanasia of any animal lawfully taken into custody by 
he division which is affected with any dangerous, painful, 
ncurable or communicable disease, or which is incurably crip- 

1 I 
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pled or suffering incurably, after reasonable effort has been 
made to notify the owner. i 

(d) Em~lovee prohibition. No employee of the division 
shall directly or indirectly purchase any animal impounded by 
the division. 

(e) Bite. All dogs and cats that bite a person shall be 
immediately confined for ten (10) days in a place designated by 
the Superintendent of the Animal Control Division or the Health 
Director. If the owner or the person who controls or possesses 1 
he dog or cat that has bitten a person refuses to confine the 1 
nimal as required by this section, the Superintendent of the ' 

nimal Control Division or the Health Director may order seizure 
f the animal and its confinement for ten (10) days at the ex- 
ense of the owner. The disposition of an animal other than a 
og or cat that bites a person shall be at the discretion of the 
ealth Director in consultation with the consulting veterinari- 
n. If any animal is unclaimed after the (10) day confinement 
hen the Super- intendent may dispose of the animal unless the 
uperintendent receives instructions of a different nature 
rom the Health Department. 

I 
(f) Disease. Any animal which appears to be suffering 

rom any disease shall not be sold, but may be reclaimed by its 
wner at the discretion of the Superintendent, on a conditional 
asis only, provided that the owner provides proper veterinary 
edical treatment for the animal in accordance with the superin- 
endent's instruction. If the person fails to comply with the 
nstructions, then the superintendent shall have the riqht to 
eize the animal, since the release of the animal has been condi 
ioned upon compliance with those instructions. 

(g) Other authorized d l ~ ~ o ~ i t i ~ n ~ .  Animals that are 
vailable for sale to the general public and that qualify for 
se by the Charlotte Police Department, for use by the U.S. 
ustoms Department or other affiliated organization, or for use 
y a local veterinarian as a blood donor may at the Superinten- 
ent's discretion be released to these organizations at no 

Aection 3-49. Seizure and dis~osition of animals I 
(a) Authoritv to seize animals. In addition to any other 

uthority or procedure authorized by this chapter or by any 
ther law to seize an animal, the Division shall have the author 
ty to summarily seize any animal from premises when the Divi- 
ion determines that the animal in the surrounding circumstances 
s dangerous or prejudicial to the public safety or public 
ealth, or to seize an animal at any other time, when so author- 
zed in this Chapter. 

I 
The written order shall explicitly state that the Division 

as the authority to terminate ownership rights of the animal, 
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Fncluding the possible humane destruction of the animal, if I 
ithere is a failure to comply with the written order, or unless 
ptherwise directed by Court order. 

I (b) Obliaation of owner to com~lv with seizure order. 
en the Superintendent or a Supervisor presents an owner with a 
ritten seizure order to seize an animal, it shall be unlawful 
or the owner to fail to comply with the order or to interfere 1 
kith the animal control officer. A police officer, if requested 
by the Superintendent or Supervisor, shall accompany the animal 
tontrol officer to seize the animal. 

I (c) A challenqe to the seizure order. If the owner wish- 

t s to challenge the basis of the seizure order, then the owner ust submit in writing the basis of the challenge within five 
ays of the seizure of the animal, not counting the day of sei- 
ure of the animal. The challenge must be submitted to the &. irector of the Operations Department. The Director can handle 

i he challenge in the same manner as provided for in Code 5 3- 
O.l(e). The Division has the obligation to make reasonable 
fforts to notify the owner. 

! I (d) Owner's redem~tion of animal. The owner is entitled 
$0 redeem the animal, unless the Superintendent retains the 

i 
nimal upon some other basis of legal authority, by paying all 
pplicable fees, citation fees, boarding fees, any other costs 
hat are attributable to the dog and complying with any outstand 
'ng Division order. 1 

1 
(e) Qwner's Dostins of a bond. If the Superintendent has I - 

qeized an animal under Code 5 5  3-10, 3-10.1, or this section, or 
qor any other lawfully authorized seizure and confinement of an 
qnimal and the Superintendent determines that the City's reten- 
ion of any animal, seized or held by the Division, might extend 
eyond five days, then the Superintendent shall be authorized to 
equire the owner to post a bond or to deposit cash within a i asonable time based upon the boarding costs for the animal and y forseen, reasonable veterinarian fees required by law or 
emed necessary for the animal, for the continued holding by 
e Diviaion of the animal. 

b (f) Termination of owner's riuhts. If an owner fails to 
c mply with the requirements that constituted the basis for 
skizing the animal or fails to reclaim the animal within the 
abplicable time period, then the Superintendent shall have the 
athority to humanely destroy theanimal or place the animal for 
s le to the public, all in accordance with 5 3-49, or to place 
t E e animal with a local humane society for future placement 
through the humane society. 

I 
Approved as to form: 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2575-X ' 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE NO. 2428-X, THE 1988-89 BUDGET ORDINANCE, 1 
AMENIING THE TABLE OF ORGANIZATION AND PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION FOR THE 
STAFFING OF THE INDUSTRIAL WASTE PROGRAM. 

I 
BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Charlotte, Nort I "; 

Carolina; 1 
Section 1. That the sum of $115,322 is hereby estimated to be I 

available from the unappropriated Water and Sewer Fund fund balance. 1 

Section 2. That the sum of $115,322 is hereby appropriated to thL 

following Water and Sewer Fund accounts: 1 
F'UND/ACCOUNT TITLE AMOUNT - 
7101;626.00 Industrial Waste Division $111,816 
7101;630.01 FICA and Retirement 2,305 
7101;630.02 Employee Insurance 1,201 

' 
I 

Section 3. That the table of organization be amended to add the 1 

following positions to the Water and Sewer Fund account 7101;626.00 - 
I 

Industrial Waste Division: I 
I 

PAY NO. OF 
CLASS TITLE RANGE 
Industrial Waste Coord. 322 

POSITIONS 
1 

Office Assistant IV 109 1 

Section 4. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict are' 

hereby repealed 

Section 5. This ordinance shall become effective upon its ado~tibn. 

Approved as to form: 
I 

City Attorney 

1 
Read, approved and adopted by the  City Counci l  o f  t he  C i t y  o f  Cha r lo t t e ,  
Nor th  Caro l ina ,  i n  r e g u l a r  session convened on the  23rd day o f  January, 1989' i t h e  re fe rence having been made i n  Minute Book 92, and i s  recorded i n  f u l l  , 
i n  Ordinance Book 37, a t  page(s) 360. 

Pat  Sharkey 
C i t y  C le rk  
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I 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE NO. 2428-X, THE 1988-89 BUDGET ORDINANCE, 
PR VIDING A SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION TO THE CHARLOTTE COLISEUM FOR TURNER b 
COPSTRUCTION CO. FEES. 

I I 
i BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Charlotte, North 1 

I I 
Ca olina; 

Section 1. That the sum of $22,850 is hereby estimated to be 
I 

av ilable from a 1989 revenue financing. 
I, 

1 \ Section 2. That the sum of $22,850 is hereby appropriated to the , 
1 

Ge era1 Capital Improvement Fund 2010; 255.00 - Charlotte Coliseum construction! 
'I 

i Section 3. That the Finance Director or his designee is hereby 
I 

au horized to advance the sum of $22,850 to General Capital Improvement Fund 'I 
I 

2010; 255.00 - Charlotte Coliseum Construction from the unappropriated fund 
I; I 

ba ance of the Municipal Debt Service Fund. Funds advanced shall revert to 1 1 I 

ir original source once the permanent revenue financing has been arranged. 1 
i 

Section 4. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict are 'I 
I , :! 

eby repealed. 
I 

'City Attorney 

I 

approved and adopted by the City Council of the City o f  Charlotte, 
Carolina, in regular session convened on the 23rd day of January, 1989, il 

having been made in Minute Book 92, and is recorded in full 
rdinance Book 37, at page(s) 361. I 

I 

Section 5. This ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption.( 
I 
I 

I 

Pat Sharkey 
City Clerk 

Ap roved as to form: PK 




