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ORDINANCE NO., __ ... 6 .. ~ __ _ AMENDING CHAPTER 23, 
ENrITLED "ZONING" 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 23 CF THE CODE CF THE CITY 
CF CHARLOTTE, ENl'ITLED "ZONING". 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Charlotte, North 
Carolina: 

Chapter 23 of the Code of the City of Charlotte, including the Building 
Zone Map of the City of Charlotte and the Building Zone Maps of the Charlotte 
Perimeter Area, is hereby amended by rewriting said Chapter to read as con­
tained herein: 
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"Chapter 23 

ZONING 

Article I. Definitions 

Sec. 23-1. Hords and Phrases. 

For the purpose of this Ordinance, the use of the present tense shall 
be interpreted to mean the future tense also; the singular number shall in­
clude the plural number; the plural number shall include the singular number, 
unless the natural construction of the wording indicates otherwise; the word 
"shall" is mandatory, and the word "may" is permiss ive. 

Sec. 23-2. Definitions. 

For the purpose of this Ordinance, certain words and terms are defined as 
herein indicated. 

(1) Accessory Structure.- A detached, subordinate structure, the use of .. ".;t 

which is clearly incidental and related to that of the principal 
structure or use of the land, and which is located on the same lot 
as that of the principal structure or use. 

(2). Building - A structure having a roof supported by columns or walls, 
for the housing or enclosure of persons, animals or goods. 

(3) Building Height - The vertical distance measured from the average 
elevation of the finished lot grade at the front building line to 
the highest point of the roof beams adjacent to the front of the 
wall in the case of a flat roof, to the average height of the 
gables in the case of a pitched roof, and to the deck line in'the 
case of a mansard roof. 

(4) Building Lines - Lines that are tangent to the exterior surfaces of 
buildings or structure!i. or the surfaces of cantilevered projections 
therefrom, parallel to front, side and rear lot lines, and referred 
to as front, side and rear building lines, respectively. 

(5) Day Nursery - An agency, organization, or individual providing day­
time care of four or more children not related by blood or marriage 
to, or not the legal wards or foster children of the attendant adult. 

(6) Dwelling, One-Family - A building designed, constructed and used for 
one dwelling unit. 

(7) Dwelling, Two-Family or Duplex - A building designed, constructed or 
reconstructed and used for two dwelling units that are connected by 
a common structural or load-bearing wall of at least ten lineal feet. 

(8) Dwelling, Hulti-Family - A building designed, constructed or recon­
structed and used for more than two dwelling units, with each dwelling 
unit having a common structural or load-bearing wall of at least ten 
lineal feet with any other dwelling unit on the same floor or building 
level. 
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(9) Dwelling Unit - An enclosure of one or more rooms and separate 
bathroom and kitchen facilities designed and constructed as a ~unit 
for permanent residential occupancy by one family. 

no) Family 
(a5 An individual, or two or more persons related by blood, marriage 

or adoption living together as a single housekeeping unit, or; 

(b) A group of not more than six persons, who need not be related 
by blood, marriage or adoption, living together as a single 
housekeeping unit. 

{II) Gross Floor Area - For purposes of computing off-street parking require­
ments in this Ordinance, the total floor area enclosed within a build­
ing,including interior balconies and mezzanines, exclusive of stair­
ways and elevator shafts. 

(12) ~.--A parcel of land or any combination of several lots, occupied 
or intended to be occupied by a principal building or a building 
group as permitted herein, together with their accessory buildings 
or uses, and such access, yards and.other open spaces required under 
this Ordinance. 

(13) Lot, Corner - A lot which occupies the interior angle at the inter­
section of two street lines which make an angle of less than 135 
degrees with eacD other. 

(14) Lot, Through - A lot, other than a corner lot, having frontage on 
more than one street. 

(IS) Lot Width - The distance between the side lot lines, measured along 
the setback line as established by this Ordinance, or if no setback 
line is established, the distance between the side lot lines measured 
along the street line. 

(16) Minor Residential Access street. A street used predominantly to pro­
vide access to abutting residential properties. 

(17) Principal Structure or Building - A structure or building containing 
the p~incipal use of the lot. 

(18) ~rinctpal Use - The primary purpose or function that a lot serves 
or is intended to serve. 

(19) Rear Yard - An open space, including driveways and parking areas, 
unoccupied other than by permitted accessory buildings or uses, 
extending from the rear building line of a principal building to the 
rear lot line, between the side building lines, projected to the 
rear lot 1 ine. 

(20) Setback - The distance between a street line and the front building 
line of a principal building or structure .• projected to the side 
lines of the lot, and including driveways and parking areas, except 
where otherwise restricted by this Ordinance. 
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(21) Side Yard - An open, unoccupied,space including driveways and 
parking areas between the side lot line and the side building 
line, extending from the required setback to the required rear 
yard. If no setback is required, the. side yard shall be defined 
as extending from the street I ine to the required rear yard. 

(22) Sign - Any surface, fabric or device bearing lettered, pictorial 
or-$culptured matter designed to convey information visually and 
exposed to public view; or any structure (including billboard or 
poster panel) designed to carry the above visual information. 

(a) Advertising Sign. A sign which directs attention to a busi­
ness, commodity, service or entertainment conducted, sold or 
offered: 

(1) Only elsewhere than upon the premises where the sign is 
displayed, or 

(2) As a minor and incidental activity upon the premises 
where the sign is displayed. 

(b) Business Sign. A sign which directs attention to a business, 
profession or industry located upon the premises where the 
sign is displayed, to type of products sold, manufactured or 
assembled, and/or to service or entertainment offered on said 
premises, but not a sign pertaining to the preceding if such 
activity is only minor and incidental to the principal use of 
the premises. 

(c) Identification Sign. A sign, used to identify only: the name 
of the individual, family, organization or enterprise occupy­
ing the premises; the profession of the occupant; the name of 
the building on "hich the sign is displayed. 

(d) Bulletin Board. A sign used to announce meetings or programs 
to be held on the premises of a church, school, auditorium, 
library, museum, community recreation center or similar non­
commercial places of public assembly. 

(23) Sign Illumination 

(a) Lighted shall mean illuminated only by light cast upon the 
sign from a concealed light source. 

(b) Luminous shall mean illuminated by any type of light source. 

(24) Sign Area - The area of signs composed in whole or in part of free 
standing letters, devices or sculptured matter not mounted on a 
measurable surface shall be construed to be the area of the least 
square, rectangle o~ circle that will enclose the letters, devices 
and/or sculptured matter. The area of a double faced sign shall 
be the area of one face of the sign. 
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(25) Story - That part of a building or structure above ground level 
between a floor and the floor or roof next above. A mezzanine 
shall be' considered a story if it exceeds one-third of the area 
of the floor, immediately below. A penthouse shall be considered 
a story if it exceeds one-third of the area of the roof. 

(26) Street - A public thoroughfare, not less than thirty feet in width, 
which has been dedicated or deeded to the City of Charlotte or the 
State of North Carolina for public use, or otherwise legally 
established as a public street. 

(27' Street Line - A dividing line between a lot and a street right-of-way. 

(28) Structure - Anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires 
location on the land, or attachment to something having a permanent 
location on the land. 

(29) Unobstructed Cpen Space.- Land not covered by buildings or structures. 
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Article II zoning Districts, Maps and General Regulations. 

DIVISION 1. PURPOSE (F ZONING AND DISTRICTS 

Sec. 23-3. Purpose of Zoning. 

The zoning regulations as herein set forth have been designed to lessen 
congestion in the streets, to secure safety from fire, panic and>other dangers, 
to promote health and the general welfare, to provide adequate light and air, 
to prevent the overcrowding of land, to avoid undue concentration of.popula­
tion, to facilitate the adequate provision of transportation, water, sewerage, 
schools, parks and other public requirements. The zoning Districts and maps 
have been made with due consideration of future growth, development and 
change in land development according to objectives eo,.'Pressed and mapped in 
the General Plan for the Development of the Charlotte Metropolitan Planning 
Area, as well as with due consideration of existing development and uses of 
land in the City of Charlotte and its Perimeter Area. The regulations and 
Districts contained herein thl.\s represent reasonable consideration as to 
the character of the Districts and their peculiar suitability for particular 
uses of land and have been made with a view to preserving the existing en­
vironment and/or assuring the development of a future environment that­
realizes the greatest possible use and enjoyment of land on individual pro­
perties, balanced against the necessary protection of the values of buildings 
and land and the use and enjoyment of land on adjacent properties, with the 
objective of promoting and protecting the public welfare through the regu­
lation of land use and the process of land development. 

Sec. 23-4. Residential Districts. 

(a) Single-Family Residential Districts: R-IS, R-12, R-9, R-6. These 
Districts are intended primarily for single family houses at various densi­
ties of population. Duplexes may be established on corner lots, and cer­
tain non-residential uses of public or semi-public nature are permitted. 
The regulations for these Districts are designed to maintain a suitable 
environment for family living. Densities of development are controlled 
by minimum lot area requirements, which are different with each District. 
The minimum lot area requirement (in thousands of square feet) is indicated 
by the numerical identification of each District. 

(b) Multi-Family Residential Districts: R-15,MF. R-12NF, R-9 NF, R-6 MF. 
·These Districts are intended for a variety of residential uses, including 
single family houses, duplexes and multi-family buildings and developments. 
Densities of development are controlled by minimum lot area requirements 
that are related to requirements of the corresponding Single-Family Districts. 
The total lot area required for any residential building or group of build~ 
ings is based on the number of families housed within the buildings. Cer­
tain non-residential uses of a public or semi-public nature are permitted. 

(c) High~Density Apartment Residential District; R-6 MF-H. This Dis­
is designed to permit high-density apartment buildings, in addition to the 
variety of uses in other Multi-Family Districts. It is intended that the 
apartment buildings in this District be used primarily by working couples 
and individuals. Therefore, such Districts are located in proximity to 
employment and commercial centers, thus providing convenient access to work 
and shopping for the residents. . 

-S-
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Set, 23~5. Office ~istricts • 

••. (a) 0;;15 Oft,1ee D:Lslr~).o nds District ~in~ended primarily for 
officesl institubtons,;n:;a ~eial. aetiv.ities not. involving the sale ofl 
llIilrchandise /j,t retail;' 'r)leDistr;ict is int,~Jt(fedpriniarily for developmen~ 
dt large tdets of ~and in sub1lfbail. locationll. The ·numerical identification 
(lJ.:.i5) indieatMaminimwn lot, area requitemetlt of 15,boo square feet. R,est .. 
ilential I1sesare penIiitted tn thts Districtc liil s"t;andards similar to thosel 
required in the R-lS MF Mu1H-Family-Reaident.;!.al bisttict. ' 

1 
. • .' . I 

(b) 0-6 OfficeDistrict~ ,'rhis Distri:et ,isprfmarUy. forpur;poses sitthar 
to those. of the 0-15 Office· District, except .,that. it is intettded,for in-tPwn 
locations where higher densities of developmett"t;, prewiiJ,. Righ':density a{:1!ttt­
mentsa.e also permitted in 0-6 Office Districts. because of their ptoxinllJt1 
to business and working areas" of the city. ! 

Sec. 23-6.. !lusiness Districts.·' I 

I 
(a) . a,.l Neighborhood Business Distri!:t. This Distrlctis designed prifn­

arily for business centers for retailing of merchandise such asgrocerlesl. 
drugs and,~ousehold itel!lS and for furnishing certain personal, business al:td 
pt'<!Ifessionalservices for theconve.niellce of· residents of a!1jac:ent resiaeptial 
areas. The:standardsestabiished for these business areas are designed tp 
promote sound, permanent business development and' also to protect abutting-
or stlrl;ound,Lrig residential areas from undesirable aspect.s of· nearby businbss 
development. These Districts are located at accessible places with respe~t 
to traffic circulation in order to conveniently serve·thel;e!!ident poput'ajtiGn 
(If surrounding areas by protecting anc!l/orpl;qmoting the gt'ouping of several 
places, of business at locations so designated. I 

(b)' . B~2 (}eneralBuidnessDistrict. This District is primarily for bU~l.­
ne/ilses and service." of all types at locatiop,sonma.jorthoroughfaresfor ~he 
convenience of,residentscof entire, sections qfthe metrop:olitan area,ifuble-' 
sale trad~- is alsO permitted subject to certain restrictions •.. Ret,aU t:ra~e 
and' s~rvi~sforthe convenience of resident" ,ofnearbY'residentialareas! 
are also flll1ctions of. this District. I '.' . , 

,. , ,'"" I ' 
(c) ~3~fralBusinessDistrict •. This District. is located at the~~a 

of.c<;lnvergenC:of the main. arterial thoroughfaresaIid:lines of public tra\1s~ 
portati~n. " This Dist!:ict l.spr~rill:' for re:ail and wholesale tr~de. an~ 
for .j:Jusl.tless,professl.onal and fUlatlCl.al servl.ces for' the'\D6tropoll."t;an· .. ' I' 

area and the outlyingtriade area of. dhar1otte~Certainco~ercia~andin~ 
dustri"!l uses in support of the primary functions of the District:aI:e, pe1"t­
mitted. High~density apartment .. developments are also.permitted for the. 'I 
con'1'enj,e;nce of workers in the central area.I!ecausethe provision of offj­
street:parking.l.s recognized as a separate, business enterprise in the I 
central. busine.ssdistrict. thef)roinance does not require off-street parkt 
ing space in conJlfi;ction with individUal. DU!1djngS and uses. I . , l 
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Sec. 23.,.7. Industrial Districts. 

I 

I 
I 
I 

(a) I-I Light Industrial District. This District is designed prl.marilr 
for light manufacturing and distribution of p,roducts at wholesale at I 
locations that permit a relatively low density of land development. The I 

standards established for these industrial areas are designed to promote I 
~~Ild, permanent light industrial development and also to protect abuttingl 
~'surr~unding residential areas . fro~ any undesirable .aspe,cts of nearby I' 

LndustrLal development. These DLstrLcts are located Ln areas that have 
good access to transportation facilities, that afford reasollably level I 

sites and that permit expansion of existing industrial areas wherever I 
pD~sible and appropriate to the character of land development in particul~ 
areas, 'Whenever possible, these Districts are separated from residential I 
areas by natural or structural boundaries such as drainage cn,an.nels, sharpl 
breaks in'ltopography, strips of vegetation, traffic arteries and silnilar I 
features,": 

, I 
Cb) 1·2 General Industrial District. This District is desigl1.ed primariily 

for general co~cial and indust'rial land uses, including manufacturing, ~,r9-
cessing and assembling of parts and products, distribution of products at I ' 

wholesale, transportation terminals and a broad variety of specialized I 
commercial and industrial operations. The standards establistled forge!1etjal 
industrial areas are designed to promote sounc1. permanent industrial lievel[op­
ment against any undersirable aspects. of industrial uses. These ~rictsl 
are located in areas that have good access to transportation faci1!i;ties I 

affording reasonably level sites and that permit expansion of existing in...i 
dustrial areas wherever possible and appropriate to the character of land 
development in particular areas. ~Ihenever possible, these DiBt,riets are 
separated from residential areas by natural or structural boundaries 5uehl 
as drainage channels, sharp breaks in topography, strips of vegetation, I 
traffic ,arteries and similar features. I 

(c) 1:,.3 Central Industrial District. This District'is designed primar*:v 
for general commercial and ind4strial land uses, inciudinglillanufacturing, iro­
cessing and assembling of parts and products, distribution of products at 
wholl1-s al e, transportation terminal s and a broad variety of special ized coII\­
mercial and industrial operations. These Districts are located close to tlhe 
Central Business District. The standards established forihese~~s are I 
designed to promote sound, permanent industrial develop~tat a$reater I 
density of development than that permitted in Industrial Districts in outlr-

il,tng areas .• " ' 

DIVISION 2. ZONING HAPS AND AREA CF JURISDICTION' 

Sec. 23-8. Zoning Haps. 

the'1:iOunt:aries of 
series of map sheets 
and Perimeter Area','. 

I 
zoning Districts are hereby established as shown on ~ 
entitled "Official Zoning Hap, City of Charlotte, N. p, 
dated January 29, 1962 • : 

I 

I 

-7-



January 29, 1962 
Ordinance Book 13 - Page 159 

Sec. 23-9. Area of Zoning Jurisdiction. 

The regulations herein established shall apply to the City of Charlotte 
and the territory outside the City of Charlotte, identified as the Charlotte 
Perimeter Area, which is bounded and described as follows: 

(1) Beginning at a point which is the intersection of the center line 
of Independence Boulevard (U. S. 74 East) and the center line of 
Irvins Creek, and running thence in a southwesterly direction to 
a point in the center line of Old Monroe Road, said point being 
one thousand (1000) feet southeast of the center line· intersection 
of Old Monroe Road and Sardis Road North: 

(2) ·Thence in a southwesterly direction to a-"point in the center line 
of Sardis Road, said point being the center line intersection of 
Sardis Road, and an unnamed creek located approximately one 
thousand (1000) feet woutheast of Sardis Road South; 

(3) Thence in a southerly direction with the center line of said creek 
crossing Alexander Road, to a point in a line which is parallel 
with and three hundred (300) feet south of the center line of 
Alexander Road; 

(4) Thence in a westerly direction parallel with and three hundred (300) 
feet south of the center line of Alexander Road to a point in the 
center line of Providence Road (N. C •. 16), said point 'being also 
in a line parallel with and three hundred (300) feet south of the 
center line of Rea Road: 

(5) Thence ina southwesterly direction parallel with and three hundred 
(300) feet south of the center line of Rea Ro.ad to a point in the 
center line of Rea Branch that crosses Rea Road, said branch crosses 
Rea Road one mile North of Matthews-Pineville Road and Rea Road in­
tersection; 

(6) Thence in a westerly direction crossing Rea Road and Carmel Road to 
a point in Park Road, said point being three hundred (300) feet 
South of the center line intersection of Park Road and Sharon Road 
~~est; 

(7) Thence in a westerly direction parallel with and three hundred (300) 
feet South of the center line of Sharon Road West to' a point three 
hundred (300) feet Hest of the center line of New Pineville Road; 

(8) Thence in a.northerly direction parallel with and. three hundred 
feet West of the center line of New Pineville Road to a point three 
hundred (300) feet South of the center line intersection of Old 
Pineville Road and New Pineville Road; 

(9) Thence in a northerly direction parallel with and three hundred 
(300) feet West of the center line of Old Pineville Road to W. B. T. 
Road; 

(10) Thence in a westerly direction parallel with and three hundred (300) 
feet South of the center line of ~'1. B. T. Road to ;r pOint three 
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hundred (300) feet West of the center line of York Highway No. 49: 

(11) Thence in a northerly direction parallel with and three hundred 
(300) feet West of the center line of York Highway No. 49 to a point 
three hundred. (300) feet West of the intersection of Beam Road 
and York Highway No, 49; 

(12) Thence in a northerly direction parallel with and three hundred 
(300) feet West of the center line of Beam Road to a point three 
hundred (300) feet South of the center line intersection 02 Bean 
Road and Steele Creek Road: 

(13) Thence in a northerly direction parallel with and three hundred 
(300) feet West of the center 1 ine of Steele Creek Road crossing 
Byrum Drive to a point three hundred (300) feet South of the center 
I ine of Dixie Road: 

(14) Thence in a westerly direction parallel with and three hundred (300) 
feet from the center line of Dixie Road crossing Brownhill Road and 
Coffey Creek to a point three hundred (300) feet l'Test of the center 
line where the new Dixie Road connects with the Old Dixie Road, 
which is also three hundred (300) feet north of the center line of 
the old section of Dixie Road; 

(15) . Thence in an easterly direction parallel with and three hundred 
(300) feet North from the center I ine of the Old Dixie Road to a 
point three hundred (300) feet lvest of the center line of Stowe 
Road; 

(16) Thence in a northwesterly direction parallel with and three hundred 
(300) feet from the center line of Stowe Road crossing Dixie Road 
to a point three hundred (300) feet West of the intersection of 
Wallace Neal and Stowe Road; 

(17) Thence in a northerly direction parallel with and three hundred 
(300) feet Hest of the center line of Wallace Neal Road to a point 
in the center line of Old Dowd Road; 

(18) Thence in a northerly direction crossing Southern Railroad toa 
point in the center line of Wilkinson BoUlevard, said point being 
also in the center line of Ticer Branch; 

(19) Thence in a northwesterly direction a point in the center line of 
Tuckaseegee Road, said point being one hundred and ten (110) feet 
southwest of the center line intersection of Tuckaseegee Road and 
Tuckasee Street; 

(20) Thence in a northwesterly direction to a point which is the center 
line intersection of U. S. Interstate Highway No. 85 and Paw Creek: 

-9-
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(21) Thence in a northerly direction to a point in the center line of 
Moores Chapel Road, said point being five hundred and forty 
(540) feet southeast of the center line intersection of Moores 
Chapel Read and Gore·Street. 

(22) Thence in a northerly direction, crossing' Piedmont and Northern 
Railroad and Seaboard Airline Railroad to a point, said point being 
the northwest corner of the Henry Hoover estate as shown on map 
recorded in Map Book 5, Page 283 in the office of the Register of 
Deeds for Mecklenburg County, North Carolina; 

(23) Thence in a northeasterly direction with the northerly boundary 
line of the aforementioned Henry Hoover estate to a point in the 
center line of Mt. Holly Road, (N. c. 27); 

(24) Thence in a northerly direction to a point in the center line of 
Sadler Road, ·said point being six hundred (600) feet west of the 
center line intersection of Sadler Road and Gum Branch Road; 

(25) Thence in a northerly direction to a point in the center line of 
Long Creek,said point being the center line intersection of Long 
Creek and an unnamed branch and being further described as a point 
approximately three thousand seven hundred (3700) feet downstream 
from the intersection of Long Creek and Gum Branch; 

(26) Thence in a northeasterly direction with the center line of Long 
Creek, crossing Ro~~ells Ferry Road and Sunset Road to a point in 
a line which is parallel with and three hundred (300) feet north­
east of the center line of Sunset Road: 

(27) Thence in a southeasterly direction parallel with and three hundred 
(300) feet northeast of the center line of Sunset Road, crossing 
Simpson Road, Beatties Ford Road and Reams Road to a point in the 
center line of U. S. Highway 21 North,said point being also in a 
line which is parallel with and three hundred (300) feet west of 
the center line of Statesville Road; 

(28) Thence in a northerly direction parallel with and three hundred 
(300) feet west of the center line of Statesville Road·, crossing 
Airway Avenue and Apache Avenue to a point in a line which is parallel 
with and one hundred eighty (180) feet north of the center line of 
Apache Avenue; 

(29) Thence in an easterly direction parallel with and one hundred and 
eighty (180) feet north of the center line of Apache Avenue to a 
point in the center line of Statesville Road; . 

(30) Thence in a northeasterly direction crossing Southern Railroadto a 
point in the center line of Brown Road, said point being the center 
line intersection of Brown Road and Mallard Creek; 

-10-
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(31) Thence in an easterly direction with the center line of Mallard 
Creek, crossing Mallard Creek Road to a point in a line which is 
parallel with and three hundred (300) feet northwest of the center 
line of Concord, Road (U. S. 29 North) ; 

(32) Thence in a northeasterly direction parallel with and three hundred 
(300) feet northwest of the center line of Concord Road (U. S. 29 
North) crossing Mallard Creek Church Road to a point in a line 
which is parallel with and three hundred (300) feet northeast of 
the center line of Mallard Creek Church Road; 

(33) Thence in a southeasterly direction parallel with and three hundred 
(300) feet northeast of the center line of Mallard Creek Church Road 
to a point in the center line of Concord Road CU. S. 29 North); 

(34) Thence in a southeasterly direction to a point in the center line 
of N. C. Highway l~9 North, said point teing in aline which is 
parallel with and four hundred (400) feet west of the center line 
of Back Creek Church Road; 

(35) Thence in a southeasterly direction parallel with and four hundred 
(400) feet west of the center line of Back Creek Church Road to a 
point in the center line of Southern Railroad; 

(36) Thence in a southerly direction with the center line of Southern 
Rail road to a point in a I ine which is parallel with and three 
hundred (300) feet northeast of the center line of McLean Road; 

(37) Thence is a southeasterly direction parallel with and three hundred 
(300) feet northeast of the center line of McLean Road,crossing 
Russell Road, to a point in a line which is parallel with and three 
hundred (300) feet north of the center line of Rocky River Road; 

(38) Thence in an easterly direction parallel with and three hundred 
(300) feet north of the center line of Rocky River Road to a point 
in the center line of a branch of Reedy Creek, said branch being 
located approximately one thousand (1000) feet east of McLean 
Road; 

(39) Thence in a southeasterly direction with the center line of said 
branch of Reedy Creek, crossing Rocky River Road, Plaza Road and 
Hood Road to a point approximately nineteen hundred (1900) feet 
east of the center line of Hood Road, said point being the north­

, east corner of White Forest Subdivision as shown on map recorded 
in Map Book 7, page 695 in the office of the Register of Deeds 
for Mecklenburg County, North Carolina; 

(40) Thence in a southerly direction to a point in the centerline of 
Robinson Church Road, said point being two hundred and thirty 
(230) feet east of the center line intersection of Robsinson 
Church Road and Hammond Drive; 
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(41) Thence in a southerly direction to a point in the center 1 ine of 
Norfolk Southern Railroad, said point being in a line which is 
parallel with and six hundred and fifty (650) feet west of the 
center line of Harrisburg Road; 

(42) Thence in a southerly direction parallel with and six hundred 
and fifty (650') feet west of the center 1 ine of Harrisburg Road 
to a point iIi the center line of Pence Road: 

(43) Thence in a southerly direction to a point in the center line of 
Albemarle Road (N. C. 27), said point being in a line which is 
parallel with and two hundred (200) feet east of the center line 
of an unnamed 30-foot roadway between Lots 12 and 13 as shown on 
map recorded in Map Book 4, Page 643 in the office of the Register 
of Deeds for Mecklenburg County, North Carolina; 

(44) Thence in a southerly direction with a line which is parallel with 
and two hundred (200) feet east of the center line of said 30 
foot roadway for a distance of approximately sixteen hundred (1600) 
feet and continuing therefrom with a straight line projection of 
said parallel 1 ine to a point in the center line of McAlpine Creek; 

(45) Thence in a southerly direction with the center line of McAlpine 
Creek, crossing Lawyers Road to a point in the center line of Idle­
wild Road; 

(46) Thence in a southeasterly direction to a point in the center line of 
Margaret Wallace Road, said point being in a line which is parallel 
with and three hundred (300) feet northeast of the center line of 
Sam Newell Road; 

(47) Thence in a southeasterly direction parallel with and three hundred 
c:~00) feet northeast of the center line of Sam Newell Road to a 
point in the centerline of Irvins Creek; 

(48) Thence in a southwesterly direction with the center line of Irvins 
Creek, crossing Sam Newell Road to the center line intersection of 
Irvins Creek and Independence Boulevard (U. S. 74 East), to the 
point of beginning. 

DIVISION 3. GENERAL REGULATIONS 

Sec. 23-10. Zoning Affects Every Building and Use. 

No building, structure, or land shall hereafter be used or occupied, and 
no building, structure or part thereof shall hereafter be erected,constructed, 
reconstructed, moved or structurally altered unless in conformity with all 
the regulations of this Ordinance for the District in which it is located, 
except as otherwise provided herein. 

-12-



164 January 29 .. 1962 
Ordinance Book l3 - Page l64 

Sec. 23-11. Open Space Not To Be. Encroached Upon. 

No open space shall be encroached upon or reduced in any manner, except 
in con=ormity to the yard, setback, off-street parking spaces and such other 
regulations designated in this Ordinance for the District in which such 
building is located. 

Sec. 23-12. Reduction of Yards and Lot Area Prohibited. 

No lot existing at the time of passage of this erdinance shall be reduced 
in its dimensions or area below the minimum requirements of this Ordinance 
for the District in which it is located. 

Sec. 23-13. Every Lot Must Abut a Street. 

No building, structure or use of land for other than agricultural purposes 
shall be established on a lot which does not abut a street. A single-family 
dwelling may be constructed on a lot that does not abut a street, provided 
that such lot is at least two acres in size, is provided with access to a 
public street by an easement at least 15 feet in width, and provided further 
that access to the dwelling from a public street is made available and 
maintained in a condition passable for emergency and service vehicles. 

Sec. 23-14. More Than One Principal Building Per Lot. 

More than one non-residential principal building may be constructed on a 
lot provided that an access road at least 10 feet wide from a publicly main­
tained street is available and maintained to each building in passable con­
dition for service and emergency vehicles. Except where otherwise provided 
separate buildings on the same lot shall be separated by a minimum distance 
of four feet. In no case shall there be more than one principal residential 
building per lot, except as provided in Sec. 23-42 for Planned Multi-Family 
Developments. 

Sec. 23-15. Setback Requirements on Corner Lots and Through Lots. 

(a) Where corner lots are separated by a common rear lot line, the mini­
mum side yard requirements of the respective Districts shall apply to the 
common side lot lines that form a common street line along the adjacent 
street. Minimum side yards in such cases shall be as follows: 

District 
R-6, R-6MF, R-6MF-H 
R-9, R-9MF 
R-12, R-l2MF 
R-15, R-lSMF 
0-6 
0-15 
B-1 
B-2 
B-3 
I-I 
1-2 
1-3 
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Side Yard (feet) 
6 
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10 
10 

6 
8 
4 
4 
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10 
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(b) Hhere the rear lot line of a corner lot is also the side lot line of 
an adjacent lot to the rear, the side yard on the corner lot along the common 
street line shall be at least fifty per cent of the required setback of the 
adjacent lot to the rear. 

(c) On through lots, the minimum setbacks for the respective Districts 
shall apply wherever such lots have frontage on a public street. 

Sec. 23-16. Alleys Included in Side and Rear Yards. 

Side yards and rear yards may be measured from center-lines of adjoining 
public alleys, except where such alleys form the boundary between residential 
and non-residential Districts. 

Sec. 23-17. Side and Rear Yards Not Required Next To Railroad. 

In Business and Industrial Districts, side yards and rear yards shall not 
be required adjacent to railroad rights-of-way on lots used for non-resi­
dential purposes. 

Sec, 23-18. Required Open Space May Not Be Used By Another Building. 

No part of any yard, other open space, or off-street parking or loading 
space required about or in connection with any building, structure or use by 
this Ordinance shall be considered to be part of a required yarli, or other 
open space, or off-street parking or loading space for any other building, 
structure or use, except as provided in Section 23-66 for joint use of off­
street parking spaces, 

Sec. 23-19. Locations of Building Lines, 

Locations of front, side and rear building lines on irregularly shaped 
lots shall be determined by the Superintendent of Building Inspection. Such 
determinations shall be based on the spirit and intent of the District regu.., 
lations to achieve spacing and location of buildings or groups of buildings 
on individual lots, 

Sec, 23-20. Mixed Uses. 

lfllen two or more uses occupy the same building, the greatest setback and 
yard requirements applicable to any such uses in the District in which the 
lot is located shall apply to such buildings. Off-straet parking and load­
ing requirements shall be met in full for all uses in such buildings. 

Sec. 23-21. Zoning To Apply When Lot Is Divided by District Boundary Line. 

In the event that a District boundary line on the Zoning Map divides a 
platted lot held in one ownership on the date of passage of this Ordinance, 
each parcel of the lot so divided shall be used in conformity with the regu­
lations established by this Ordinance for the District in which each such 

parcel is located. 

-14-
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Sec. 23-22. Fractional Requirements Under This Ordinance. 

When any requirement of this Ordinance results in a fraction of a unit, 
a fraction of one-half or more shall be considered a whole unit and a 
fraction of less than one-half shall be disregarded. Hhen the determin­
ation of the number of dwelling units permitted ona ,lot results in a 
fraction of a dwelling unit, a fraction of one-half or more shall be con­
sidered a dwelling unit and a fraction of less than one-half shall be dis­
regarded. 

Sec. 23-23. Permitted Modification of Setback Requirement. 

~'lhere a prindpal building is nonconforming as to setback at the time of 
passage of this Ordinance, the setback requirements for vacant lots on 
either side and ~ithin 100 feet of t~e lot on whiCh such principal building 
is located may pe reduced to a dista)l.ce equal to the mean average of the 
setback established by the nonconfo~ing building and the, setback require­
ment for the District. 

Sec. 23-24. Modification of Required Yards and Setbacks. 

Architectural features such as ~ornices. eaves, steps, gutters and fire 
escapes ~y project not more than three feet into any required yard or be­
yond any required setback line,except where such projections would obstruct 
driveways which are or may be used for access for service and/or emergency 
vehicles. 

Sec. 23-25. Structures Permitted Above the Height Limit. 

(a) Skylights and roof structur¢s for the housing of elevators, stairways, 
tanks, ventilating fans, air-conditioning or similar equipment required for 

operation and maintenance of buildings may be erected above the height 
limit in any District, 

(b) Towers, steepl~s, flagpoles, chimneys, water tanks or similar struc­
tures may be erected abQve the hei$ht limits in Office, Business and Indus­
trial Districts that adjoin other Office, Business and Industrial Districts. 
However, such structures shall b~ separated from any adjoining lot line of 
a lot in a Residential District by a distance equal to at least one-half 
the height of the structu~e. 

(c) l-1ithin Residential Oistr;tcts, the setback, side yards and rear yard 
on any lot on which such ;tructures listed in par. (b), above, are located, 
shall be equal to at least one-half the height of the structure. 

(d) Radio and televtsion masts and stations may be erected in any Dis­
trict provided such facU ities are located at least 200 feet from adjacent 
property lines on lots within or adjoining Residential Districts. 

Sec. 23-26. Setback ~quirements on Adjoining Lots in Dissimilar Districts. 

l·lhere adjointng lots facing the same street frontage are in dissimilar, 
Districts and where setback requirements on the adjoining lots are dissimilar 
the lesser setQack requirement shall be increased by at least one-half the 
difference between the lesser and greater setback requirements. 

-15-
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Sec. 23-27. Accessory Structures. 

Accessory structures shall not be permitted within any required setback 
or side yard, nor within two feet of any exterior lot line. Accessory 
structures may be constructed at the side lot line of any lot in a Business 
or Industrial District on which a side yard is not required. 

Sec. 23-28. Vibration. 

Every use shall be so operated that the ground vibration inherently 
and recurrently generated is not perceptible to the human sense of feeling, 
without instruments, at the exterior property line of such use, regardless 
of the District in which it is situated. 

Sec. 23-29. Fumes and Gases. 

Fumes and gases shall not be emitted at any point in concentration or 
amounts that are noxious, toxic, or corrosive. The values given in Table 
I (Industrial Hygiene Standards - Maximum Allowable Concentration for 
eight hour day, five days per week), Table III (Odor Thresholds), Table IV 
(Concentrations of Substances Causing Pain in the ~yes), and Table V 
(Exposures to Substances Causing Injury to Vegetation) in the latest re­
vision of Chapter 5, "Physiological Effects" , that contains such tables, 
in the "Air Pollution Abatement Manual", by the Manufacturing Chemists 
AS'sociation, Inc., Washington, D. C:, are hereby establ ished as guides 
for the determination of permissible concentration or amounts. 

Sec. 23-30. Noises. 

Every use, activity and process shall be so operated that regularly recurr­
ing noises are not disturbing or unreasonably loud, and do not cause injury, 
detriment or nuisance to any person. Every use, activity and process in 
Business and Industrial Districts shall be so operated that regularly recurr­
ing noises, as detected by the human sense of hearing. without instruments, 
at adjoining Residential or Office District boundary lines, shall not exceed 
the normal noise level generated by uses permitted in Residential and Office 
Districts; 

-16-
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Article III. Permitted Uses, Special Districts and Conditional Uses. 

DIVISION I. PERMITTED USES 

Sec. 23-31. Table of Permitted Uses 

Hithin the various Districts as indicated on the Official Zoning Map 
of Charlotte, N. C., and Perimeter Area, and subject to all other require­
ments and conditions specified in this Ordinance, land, buildings and 
structures may be used and buildings and structures may be erected which 
are intended or designed to be used for uses listed in the Table of Per­
mitted Uses. Uses are grouped into four general categories for convenience 
of administration of this section of the Ordinance. These categories in­
clude: (a) Residential and Related Uses; (b) Business Uses; (c) Industrtal 
Uses; (d) Miscellaneous Uses. Permitted uses in the various Districts are 
indicated by an "X" in the appropriate columns of the Table below. Uses 
permitted as Conditional Uses are so indicated. 

-17-
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Sec. 23-31. Table of Penni tted Uses. 

(a) RESIDENTIAL AND RELATED USES 

Accessory residential uses and structures, clearly incidential to the 
pennitted principal use, including servants quarters, quest houses and 
bomb shelters excluding accessory dwellings of other types 

v Cemeteries, public and private 

v/ Churches, synagogues, parish houses, Sunday School buildings, convents, 
Young Men's Christian Associations and comparable organizations, and 
similar uses, subject to regulations in Sec. 23-43. 

Colleges, subject to regulations in Sec. 23-43. 

Communi ty recreation centers, subject to regulations in Sec. 23-43. 

Country Clubs and swimming clubs operated on a non-commercial member­
ship basis, and subject to regulations in Sec. 23-43. 

Customary home occupations, subject to conditions listed in Sec. 23-32. 

J Day Nurseries, day care centers and pre-schools, subject to regulations 
in Sec. 23_43. 

--I ·-1 
I ) 

RESIDENTIAL 
DISTRICTS 

R-6MF 
R-6 R-SMFH 
R-9 R-9MF 
R-12 R-12MF 
R-lS R-lSMF 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

.... 

jl 

OFFICE BUSINESS INDUSTRiAL 
, 

DISTRICTS DISTRICTS DISTRICTS 
I ; 

... 
0-15 0-6 B-1 B-2 B-3 I-I -2 1-3 

I 

X X X X X X X X 

X X X X X X X X 

X X X X X 

X X X X X X X X 

X X X X X X X X 

X X i 

X X X X X 

.. 

I 
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Dormitories for the students of colleges, commercial schools and 
schools providing adult training and for the staffs of hospitals, 
subject to regulations in Sec. 23-43. 

Dwellings, one family 

Dwellings, two family 

D~lings, two-family, where situated on a corner lot with entrances 
facing different streets, subject to additional lot area requirements 
of the corresponding multi-family District 

Dwellings, multi-family, a single building on a separate lot 

Dwellings, multi-family, Planned Multi-Family Developments 

I 

Farms, either in conjunction with or separate from dwellings, which may 
conduct retail sales of products produced on the premises 

Golf Courses, public and private, for daytime use only, subject to 
regulations in Sec. 23-43. 

Hospitals and sanatoriums, subject to regulations in Sec. 23-43. 

Hospitals and sanatoriums, subject to requirements for hospitals in 
R-l5 Districts 

RESIDENTIAL ....... 
DISTRICTS 

R-6MF 
R-6 R-6MFH 
R-9 R-9MF 
R-12 ' R-12MF . 
R-l5 R-lSMF 

X X 

X X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

I 

I· OFFICE BUSINESS INDUSTRIAL 1 
DISTRICTS DISTRICTS DISTRICTS 

! 

0-15 0-6 B-1 B-2 B-3 I-I 1-2 1-3 

I 

X X X X X 

X X X X X 

X X X X X 

X X X X X 

X X X X X 

X X X X X X X X 

X X X X X X X X 

X X X X X X 

X 
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Hospitals and sanatoriums, subject to requirements for hospitals 
in R-6 .Districts 

I Libraries, subject to regulations in Sec. 23-43. 

Mobile homes, in organized trailer parks onlYi as a Conditional Use, 
under Sec. 23-37. 

Mobile homes, in organized trailer parks only, subject to conditions listed in 
Sec. 23-37, (a) and (b), (2),(3), (4), (5) 

~ Museums and art galleries, subject to regUlations in Sec. 23-43. 

J 

.j 

Nursing homes, rest homes, and homes for the aged, subject to regulations 
in Sec. 23-43. 

Office of doctor, dentist, lawyer, accountant, sales representative, realtor and 
similar professional, semi-professional and business representatives, subject to 
conditions applying to Customary Home Occupations, Sec. 23-32. 

Off-street parking for Office, Business or Industrial uses as a Conditional Use, 
under Sec. 23-39. 

Orphanages, subject to regulations in Sec. 23-43. 

Parks and playgrounds, operated on a non-commercial basis for purposes of public 
recreation. 

i 

RESIDENTIAL 
DISTRICTS 

R-6MF 
R-6 R-SMFH 
R-9 R-9MF 
R-12 R-12MF 
R"'15 R-15MF 

X X 

X 

X X 

X 

X X 

X X 

X 

X X 

............. .. 

( 
OFFICE BUSINESS INDUSTRIAL 

DISTRICTS DISTRICTS DISTRICTS 
I ! 

0-15 0-6 B-1 B-2 B-3 1-1 1-2 1-3 

I 

X 

X X X X X X X X 

X X X 

X X X X X X X X 

X X X 

i 

X X X X X 

X X X X X X X X 

..... ....... I··· 1 - . -
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Petroleum storage, accessory to a permitted principal USe or building, 
subject to the Fire Prevention Code of the National Board of Fire Underwriters 

Police and fire stations, subject to regulations in Sec. 23-43. 

Riding Stables, accessory to a residential use, provided that all buildings 
and facilities related to care of horses are located at least 300 feet from 
any property line in Residential Districts 

Room renting 

Room renting, limited to no more than four roomers or boarders per dwelling 
unit, displaying no sign advertising such use and providing no separate cooking 
faoilities for the usage of the roomers or boarders 

Room renting, limited to no more than 6 roomers or boarders per family dwelling 
unit and providing no separate cooking fac,ilities for the usage of the roomers 
or boarders 

Sohools, elementary, junior and senior high, public and private, subject to 
regulations in Sec. 23-43 

Sewage treatment plants and pumping stations, subject to regnlations in 
Sec. _23-34. 

RESIDENTIAL . 
DISTRICTS ' 

R-6MF 
R-6 R-6MFH 
R-9 R-9MF 
R-12 R-12MF 
R-1S R-lSMF 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

" I 

! 

. 
OFFICE , BUSINESS INDUSTRIAL 

DISTRICTS DISTRICTS DISTRICTS 
! 

0-1S 0-6 B-1 B-2 B-3 I-I I-2 I-3 

I 
X X X X X X X X 

X X X X X X X X 

X X X 
. 

X X 

X X X X X X X X 

X X X X X X X X 
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(b) BUSINESS USES 

Amusement, commercial, outdoors, sllch as minature golf, racers, gdff-dri ving 
ranges, "par-3" and similar types of golf courses, shotting falleries, and 
similar commercial amusement enterprises located at least 200' from an 
Residential Di. strict 

Armories for meetings and training of miH tary organizations 

Auction sales 

Automobile and truck rentals 

Automobile laundries 

Automobile repair garages including engine overhaul, body and paint shops 
and similar operati.ons 

Automobile servi.ce stations, providing minor adjustments, repairs and lubrication 
to any type of motor vehicle 

Automobiles, ne., and used, retai.l and ",holesale sales 

Bakeries, retail, including manufacturing of goods for sale on the premises only 

Banks 

1-

RESIDENTIAL OFFICE 
DtSTRICTS DISTRICTS 

R-6MF 
R-6 R-6MFH 
R-9 R-9MF 0-15 0-6 
R-12 R-12MF 
R-15 R-15MF 

X X 

" 

X X 

I I 
I , 

/ 
BUSINESS INDUSTRIAL 

DISTRICTS DISTRICTS 
! 

B-1 B-2 B-3 I-I 1-2 1-3 

X X X X X 

X X X X X X 

X X X X X 

X X X X X 

X X X X X 

X X X X X 

X X X X X X 

X X X X X 

X X X X X X 

X X X X X X 
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Bluepri nti ng and photostating 

Boats, retail sales and repair 

Buildtngs for dramatic, musical or other cultural acttvi ties 

Bu:i.ldings for social .. fraternal .. sOt'."!ial servioe v union and civic organizattons 

Buildings for the di splay of sample merchandise 

Buildings for the display of sample merchandise to ~Tholesal"rs and retailers 
of the merchandise displayed, provlded that retail sales and deliveries of 
merchandise are not made from the premi.ses and materials displayed are visible 
only from within the build; ng 

Bus passenger stations 

Business and professional offices, provided that retail sales and deliveries of 
merchandise are not made from the premises and merchandi 5e displayed is 
vIsible only from within the building 

Cafetedas and snack bars, accessory to and primarily to serve the ,employees 
of office buildings within which they are located 

Clinics, medical, dental and doctors' offices 

RESIDENTIAL 
DISTRICTS 

R-6MF 
R-6 R-6MFH 
R-9 R-9MF 
R-12 R-12MF 
R-15 R-15MF 

OFFICE BUSINESS INDUSTRIAL 
DISTRICTS DISTRICTS DISTRICTS 

I 

0-15 0-6 B-1 B-2 B-3 I-I 1-2 1-3 

X X X X X X 

X X X X X 

X X X X X X X X 

X X X X X X X X 

X X X X X X 

X X 

X X X X X X 
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X X 

X X 

X X X X X X X X 
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ColIseums and stadiums 

Commeroial schools and schools providi.ng adult training in al'y of th" arts, 
sciences, trades and professions 

Commercial schools and schools provIding adult tra ining in any of the arts, sciences, 
trades and professions, provided that no retail sales of merchandise or services 
are made on the premises 

Contractor's offices and accessory storage yards, excluding storage of general 
construction equipment and vehicles 

Engraving, including textile engraving 

Exterminators 

Fabric samples assembly 

Feed, retail sales 

Fences and fence material, retail sales 

Fertilizer, packaged retail sales 

Frozen food lockers 

I 

RESIDENTIAL OFFICE 
DISTRICTS DISTRICTS 

R-6MF 
Roo6 R-6MFH 
R.09 R-9MF 0-15 0-6 
RNJ2 R"12MF 
R-15 R .. 15MF 

X X 

.......• 

! 

j 
. BUSINESS INDUSTRIAL 
DISTRICTS DISTRICTS 

I 
B-1 B-2 B-3 1-:' iJ-2 1-3 
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X X X X X 

X X X X X X 

X X X X X 

X X X X X 

X X X X X 

X X X X X 

X X X X X 
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Fuel oil distribution, limited to 100,000 gallons aggregate storage 
capacity, subject to the Fire Prevention Code of the National Board 
of Fire Underwriters 

Funeral homes, embalming and crematories 

I , 

Government office buildings and publio utility office buUdings such as 
telephone exchanges and. "imDar uses 

Laundries and dry clean; ng establishments operated in conjunction with customer 
service counters and limited to the laundering and dry cleaning of articles 
delivered to the premises by indi.vidual customers 

Lock and gunsmiths 

Mail order houses 

Motels, motor courts and hotels 

Motorcycles, retail sales and repair 

Nurseries and green houses, commercial 

Office buildings 

Pawnshops and second hand goods, retail sales 

.... RESIDENTIAL OFFICE 
DISTRICTS DISTRICTS 

, R-6MF 
R-6 R-6MFH 
R-9 R-9MF 0-15 0-6 
R-12 R-12MF 
R-15 R-15MF 

X 

X X 

X X 

, 

i 
._1 

BUSINESS 
DISTRICTS 
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B-1 B-2 B-3 

X X 

X X X 

X X X 

X X X 

X X X 

X X 

X X X 

X X 

X X X 

X X X 

X X 

.. INDUSTRIAL 
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I-I 1-2 1-3 

X X X 
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Petroleum storage, underg.round, accessory to permitted automobile service 
stations, subject to the Fire Prevention Code of the National Board of Fire 
Underwri ters 

Post offices 

Printing and photo-processing 

Repair and servicing of any article, the sale of which is permitted in 
that District, except as otherwise indicated in this list 

Repair and servIcIng, indoors only, of any article the sale of which is 
permitted in that District, except as otherwise indicated in this list 

Restaurants 

Restaurants, with drive-in servi.ce 

Retail sales, bllsinF!ssF!s, andprofessional, financial, personal and rF!creational 
services, except for those uses perm:itted only in the B-2 District and/or other 
less restrictive Business and Industrial Districts 

Riding academies, operated on a commercial hasis 

Sign painting, exclusive of manufacture 

Studios for artists, designers, photographers, musicians, sculptors, gymasts 
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Theatres, housed within an enclosed structure 

Tire recapping and retreading 

Touri st home s 

Trailers, house, retail and wholesale sales and repair 

Tnlcks, retail and wholesale sales 

utility trailer rentals 

Vending mach; nes for cigarettes, candy, soft drInks, and simi.lar items located 
within an enclosed building, for the convenience of the occupants of the building 

Vending machines, located out-of-doors, subject to yard and setback requirements 
for the respective Districts 

Veterinary hospitals and commercial kennels, located at least 300 feet from 
the nearest Residential District 

Wholesale sales with related storage and warehousing, entirely within enclosed 
buildings, excluding truck terminals 
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(c) INDUSTRIAL USES 

Abbatoirs 

Airports 

Assembly of automobiles and trucks 

Assembly of previously prepared parts into a finished product, except as otherwise 
restricted on this List 

Bakeries and baking plants 

Blacksmith shops 

Book binding 

Bottling and canning workds for soft drinks 

Building materials storage and wholesale and retail sales incl.uding lumber, brick, 
tile, stone, c0ncrete, cement and similar materials, within enclosed buildings, 
tanks and similar structures 

Buil.rHng materials storage yards and wholesale and retail sales, including lumber, 
br1ck, ti Ie, stone, concrete, cement and similar materi.als in open storage 
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Bus repair and storage 

Chemical manufacture, refining, or processing, excluding the manufacture, 
refining or processing of ammonia, asphalt, bleach, bluing, calcimine, 
chlorine, corrosive acid or alkali, dyes, fats, fertilizer, gutta-percha, 
gypsum, lampblack, oils, oXY'i/en, paints, plaster of peris, potash, rubber, 
shellac~ tar f turpentine" -vinegar!! yeast 

Chemical manufacture, refining or processing, including the manufacture, 
refining or processing of ammonia., asphalt, bleach, bluing, calcimine, 
chlorine, corrosive acid or alkali, dyes, fats, fertilizer, gutta-percha, 
gypsum, lampblack, oils, oxygen, paints, plaster of peris, potash, rubber, 
shellac, tar, turpentine, vinegar, yeast 

Contractors' offices and accessory storage yards, including storage of general 
construction equipment and vehicles 

Crating services 

Dairy products processing, bottling and dIstribution on a wholesale basis 

Enameling, japaning, lacquering, or theplating or galvanizing of metals 

Food processing, excluding poultry and animal slaughtering and dressing 
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Food processing, including poultry and animal slaughtering and dressing 

Foundries 

Freight terminals 

Fur finishing 

Garages for repai r and storage of pub1 ic uti li ty vehicles 

Hatcheries 

Ice Manufacture, storage and sales 

Junk yards and auto wrecking, but only when enclosed by non-climbable fence, 
wall or landscaped buffer strip, as described in Sec. 23-50, but not less than 
six feet in height, adequate to conceal storage area from pUblic view from 
streets and adjacent properties, said enclosure to be located at least twenty 
feet from any public street line, such provision requi red to prevent the 
deterioration of values of adjacent properties 

Laboratories for research and testing of products, the manufacturing, processing 
or fabricating of which are permitted in that District 

Laundries and dry cleaning plants, involving laundering and dry-cleaning of 
articles delivered to the premises by commercial vehicles 
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Leather goods manufacture, excluding the tanning or curing of hides 

Leather goods manufacture, including the tanning or curing of hides 

Lumber mills and storage yards 

Manufacture of: 

Air condi Honing equipment 
Aircraft and missiles 
Alcohol and alcoholic beverages 
Belting and brake lining 
Brick, tile and terra cotta 
Cement, concrete and concrete products 
Cotton and vegetalbe oil processing and refining 
Fertilizer, including retail and wholesale sales 
Flour, seed and feed 
Fuel briquettes 
Glue, gelatin, or size, except from fish or animal matter 
Glass, ceramic and tile 
Graphite, and graphite products 
Monuments and tombstones, including sales 
Pi.ckles 
Pottery, porcelain or vitreous china 
Putty and caulking compound 
Rodenticides, insecticides and pesticides 
Soap, detergent, and washing compound 
Tanks and barrels 
Textile and textile products, including asbestos products, canvas and 

burlap, clothing, cotton products, hosiery and knitting mills and rope 
and twine manufactu:re 
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Trailers 
Vineqar 

Manui actu re of: 
Batteries: and carbon products 
Boats 
Candy and confecti.oneries 
Caskets 
Chalkboard 
Cioars and ciqa:rettes 
Coffee, tea and spices 
Cosmet i.cs and perfumes 
Electrical, chemical or mechanical equilEPnt 
Emery cloth and sandpaper 
Excelsior ann fiber 
Felt 
Furni ture 
Ink 
Insulation materials, manufacture and sales 
Jewelrv and buttons 
Oilcloth and linoleum 
Paper prodncts, cardboard and buildinq board 
Pharmaceutical products 
Reed and rattanbroducts 
Sweepinq compound 
Windows and doors 
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Petroleum storage, as a principal use, for wholesale or retail districution, 
of less than 100, 000 gallons aggregate storage capacity, suhject to the 
Fire Prevent ion Code of the Nat i onal Board of Pi, re Underwri ters 

Petroleum storage, as a principal use, for wholesale or retail distribution, 
of mOTe than 100, 000 gallons aggregate storage,. capaci ty, suhject to the 
Fire Prevention Code of the National Board of ire Underwriters and to 
conditions specified elsewhere in this Ordinan~e, as a Conditional Use, 
under Sec. 23-40. 

Plastics materials and synthetic resins, synthetic ruhbers, cellulosic 
and man-made organic fibers, manufacturing 

Plastics products, fabrication or assembly from previously prepared 
plastics materials 

Plating works 

Processing of liquid petroleum into gas 

Public utility storage and service yards 

Quarries, as a ConditIonal Use under Sea. 23-3 

Quarries, subject to requirements listed in Sec. 23-38. 

Railroad freight yards, repair shops and marshalling yards 
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Repair of any qoods, equiment or vehicles,v the manufacture"" assembly of 
sal"s of which are permitted in that District 

Scrap metal, paper and rags storage, baling ann processing, enclosed by 
nrm-cHmbable fence, wall or landscaped bllffe,. stripe, as described in 
Sec. 23-50, bl1t not 1"88 than six feet in height, adequate to conceal stooge 
area from public view from streets and adiacentproperties. said enclosure to 
be loeated at least twenty feet from any public street line, su.ch provision 
qui red to prevent the deterioration of values of ad iaoent properties 

Sign painting and man l lfactur8 

Stone and sand, sales and storage 

Theatres, ou.tdoor type 

Tin and shp"t metal shops 

1'ohacco processing and storage 

Truok Termi na Is 

Warehousi ng 

Whol0sale salRs and storage 

Woodworking shops and cabinet makinq shops 
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Accessory uses, clearly incidental to the permitted principal use or 
structures on the lot X X X X X X X X X X 

Electric and gas sub-stations, Sllhject to reg111atlons in Sec. 23-33 X X X X X X X X X X 

Nonconforming bnildings and uses, subject to regulations in Sec. 23-9B 
through Sec. 23-102. X X X X X X X X X X 

Off-street parking for office, business and industrial uses X X X X X X X X 

Public utility distri.bution lines X X X X X X X X XI X 

Radi 0 and T.V. staHons and masts. provided all buildi ngs. masts and other 
fae; liUes are located at least 200 feet from adjacent property lines on lots 
within or adjoining Resident ial Districts X X X X X X X X X X 
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Temporary buildings and storage of materials in conjunction "lith construction 
of a building on a lot where constructIon is taking place or on adjacent lots, 
such temporarY lIses to be termi.nated upon completion of construction. 

Water Storage tanks 
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DIVISION 2. SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTAIN PERMITTED USES. 

Sec. 23-32. Customary Home Occupations 

Customary home occupations may be established in a dwelling in any Resi­
dential or Office District. In Office Districts, such uses shall be sub­
ject to all requirements of that District. In Residential Districts, the 
following requirements shall apply, in addition to all other applicable 
requirements of this Ordinance for the Residential Districts in which such 
uses are located. 

(a) The home occupation shall be clearly incidental to the residential 
use of the dwelling and shall not change the essential residential character 
of the dwelling. 

(b) Use of the dwelling for this purpose shall be limited to twenty-five 
percent (25%) of one floor of the principal building. 

(c) No accessory buildings or outside storage shall be used in connection 
with the home occupation. 

(d) No chemical, mechanical or electrical equipment that is not normally 
a part of domestic or household equipment shall be used primarily for commer­
cial purposes, with the exception of medical and dental equipment used for 
professional purposes. 

(e) Machinery that causes noises or other interference in radio or tele­
vision reception shall be prohibited. 

(f) No internal or external alterations inconsistent with the residential 
use of the building shall be permitted. 

(g) Residents of the dwelling only may be engaged in the home occupation. 

(h) No display of products shall be visible from the street and only 
articles made on the premises may be sold on the premises. 

(i) Instruction in music, dancing and similar subjects shall be limited 
to two students at a time. 

0) Vehicles used primarily as passenger vehicles only shall be permitted 
in connection with the conduct of the customary home occupation. 

(k) Signs shall be subject to regulations in Sec. 23-76 through Sec. 23-
85 and Sec, 23-102. 

Sec. 23-33. Electric and Gas Sub-stations. 

(a) Electric and gas substations may be established in B-2 and B-3 
Business Districts and in any Industrial District, subject to area, yard and 
height regulations of those Districts. Non-climbable fances shall be in­
stalled and maintained "around the substations as safety devices. 
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(bl Electric and gas substations may be established in Residential, B~l 
Business and Office Districts subject to the following requirements: 

(1) Whenever .possible,facilities should ,be located on interior 
prope.rties, rather·n :than on properties aligned with other lots 
of co.ntinuous street frontage. 

(2) In any case, the s.etback shall be a minimum of 25 feet, or the 
required setback of the DistrIct, whichever is greater. 

(:3) Lots shall conform to minimum area and yard requirements of the 
District in which they are located. 

(4) The design of buildings, structures and faci li ties on the sub­
. station site shall confe:rrn as closely as possible to the char;" 
aoter of the area or neighborhood, .. so that facilities or 
structures will not adversely affect the safe and comfortable 
.enjoyrnent of nearby Properties or adversely affect the values 
of such properties. 

(5) Non,..climbable fBnces or comparable safety devices shall be 
i.nstalled and maintained in order to make the facili tyin'­
accessible to the general public. 

(6) Portions of properties not used for facilities. parking or 
related services shall be maintained with natural ground cover. 
A durable masonry wall, fence or hedge or .other natural plant­
ing of comparable opacity shall be provided along the exterior 
propert" lines of "nT lot ,,,Uhin Residential or Office., Districts, 
and along any extericr property line that adjoins any lot in 
Residential and/or Office Districts. Such walls, fences and 
hedges may be installed in conjunction wi th or separated, from 
non-climbable fences or comparable safety devices specified 
in par. (5)i next above. Such walls, fences and hedges shall 
be at least five feet in height but not greater than seven 
feet in height, measured from the ground along the lot lines 
of adjoining properties. Hedges. or comparable natural plant-
ing shall be planted at an initial height of at least·. t'lree 
feet and shall be of such variety that an average height of 
six feet could be expected by normal growth within no .later 
than two years from the time of planting. ,Fences and walls 
shall be limited to a height of five feet along the common 
side lot . line between the street line and the. setback of the 
adjoining lot.' 

Sec. 23-34. Sewage Treatment Plants. 

(al Sewage treatment. plants may be established in any District subject 
to area, yard imd:he'ight regulations of the Districts. Non-climbable 
fences shan be installed and mainta:h ed around the plant and all its 
facilities, e.quipmentand operations. . . . 
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(b) Sewage traatment plants and facilities shall be screened from 
public view and from any adjoining Residential and Office Districts with a 
durable masonry wall, fence or hedge or other natural planting of compar­
able opacity as described in Sec. 23-33, (b), (6). 

(c) The sewage treatment plant and all its facilities shall be so 
designed, constructed and operated as to have a minimum deleterious effect 
on the health, safety and general welfare of the community. 

DIVISION 3. SPECIAL DISTRICTS AND CONDITIONAL USES 

Sec. 23-31 above sets forth a list of uses that may be established, as a 
matter of right, in each of the Districts. Other sections of the Ordinance 
specify various lot dimensions and space requiremants that must accompany 
each established use. Some urban land uses, however, have a particular 
impact on the surrounding area that cannot be pre-determined and controlled 
by general regulations. In order to insure that these uses, in their 
proposed locations, would be compatible with surrounding development, their 
establishment shall not be as a matter of right but only after review and 
approval as hereinafter provided. 

The Special Districts and Conditional-Uses listed below may be estab­
lished ~ter a public hearing held in accordance with the provisions for 
hearings on amendments to this ordinance and after City Council approval 
of the Special District or Conditional Use subsequent to the recommendation 
of the Planning Commission. Subsequent to approval, the use of all land 
and structures pertaining to the Special District or Conditional Use shall 
be in accordance with the conditions specified by the City Council. Follow­
ing City Council approval, Special Districts and Conditional Uses shall be 
noted at the appropriate locations on the Official Zoning Map of the City 
of Charlotte and Perimeter Area. 

Sec. 23-35. B-I Shopping Center District. 

(a) The purpose of the B-I Shopping Center District is to provide 
Special Districts for the development of integrated shopping cente~ to serve 
the needs of residential neighborhoods and areas. Recognizing that it is 
not possible or desirable to attempt to precisely outline Shopping Center 
Districts on vacant land prior to population growth and related residential 
development and/or construction of major thoroughfares, which together are 
prerequisites of we1l-planned, properly located modern shopping center 
developments, the following procedures and requirements are established 
for the development of E-I Shopping Center Districts at appropriate locations 
in the Charlotte metropolitan planning area. 

(b) An application for rezoning to E-I Shopping Center District shall be 
accompanied bya schematic plan showing: 

(2) Proposed uses of buildings and land, 

(3) Traffic, parking and circulation plan, showing proposed 
locations and arrangement of parking spaces and ingress and 
egress to and from adjacent streets and highways. 
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(4) Proposed location df off-str~t loading facilities. 
; 

(5) Proposed location and materi~ls of walls, fences and screen 
planting. 

(6) Potential population and area to be served by the proposed 
shopping center. 

(c) Dimensional requirements within the B-1 Shopping Center District 
shall be as specified below: 

(1) The minimum site area shall be 3 acres. 

(2) The minimum distance from street I ines to any building shall 
be 35 feet. 

(3) The minimum distance from other property lines to any building 
shall be 25 feet for any building under 40 feet in height. 

(4) The minimum distance from other property lines to any building 
from forty to sixty feet in height shall be 3S feet. 

(5) For buildings over 60 feet in height the minimum distance from 
other property lines to any such buildings shall be 35 feet, 
plus one foot for every two feet of building height over 60 
feet. 

(d) Permitted uses within the B-1 Shopping Center District shall be as 
specified for the B-1 District in Sec, 23-31, Table of Permitted Uses. 

(e) In approving an application for B-1 Shopping Center District, the 
City Council shall find that the location of the proposed development is 
conveniently accessible to residential areas it is intended to serve with 
respect to the major thoroughfares system, that the shopping center, at that 
location, will provide needed business services to the present and foresee­
able population of the retail service area indicated in the application, 
and that the site can be developed according to a site plan that will mini­
mize adverse effects on surrounding residential areas. 

(f) Site development within the B-1 Shopping Center District shall con­
form to the schematic plan and associated requirements approved by the City 
Council. Modification of the development plan and associated requirements 
may be made by the City Council subsequent to their initial approval upon 
application therefor by the owner of the property. 

(g) Following City Council approval of a B-1 Shopping Center District, 
the property for which approval was granted shall be labeled B-1 S. C. D. 
on the Official Zoning Map. 

(h) If construction of the shopping center is not started within two 
years of the date ~f approval, the City Council may consider rezoning the 
site to its previous classification. 
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Sec. 23-36. B-2 Highway Business District. 

(a) The purpose of the· B-2 Highway Business District is to provide 
facilities to serve the traveling public at locations along federal and 
state highway routes in the Charlotte metropolitan planning area. All 
possible future locations for highway service centers cannot be precisely 
out 1 ined on the Official Zoning Map for reasons that the highway may not 
yet have been constructed, engineering plans may not yet have been finally 
approved by appropriate agencies, which would indicate whether particular 
locations would actually have access to or from the highways to be served, 
or the highway rights-of-way themselves may not yet have been finally 
located. A further purpose of the B-2 Highway ~siness District is to 
protect sites that are suited to highway service development from hap­
hazard development that could destroy the best use of such sites for their 
unique business functions. 

(b) An application for rezoning to B-2 Highway Business District shall 
be accompanied by a schematic plan. showing: 

(1) Proposed locations ·of buildings and their· general exterior 
dimensions. 

(2) Proposed uses of buildings and land. 

(3) Traffic, parking and circulation plan, showing proposed 
locations and arrangement of parking spaces and ingress 
and egress to and from adjacent streets and highways. 

(4) Proposed location of off-street loading facilities. 

(5) Proposed location and materials of walls, fences and screen 
planting. 

(c) Dimensional requirements within the B-2 Highway Business District 
shall be as specified below: 

(1) The minimum site area shall be 1 acre. 

(2) The minimum distance from all property lines to buildings 
shall be- SO feet for buildings under 40 feet in height. 

(3) The minimum distance from side and rear property lines to 
buildings over 40 feet in height shall be 50 feet, plus 
one additional foot for every two feet of building height 
over 40 feet. 

Cd) Permitted uses within the B-2 Highway Business District shall be 
as specified for the B-2 District in Sec. 23-31, Table of Permitted Uses. 

(e) In approving an application for B-2 Highway Business District, the 
City Council shall find that: 
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(1) The proposed location is suited to highway service with 
respect to access to a federal or state highway; 

(2) The site can be developed according to a site plan that 
will minimize adverse effects on surrounding residential 
areas. 

(f) Site development within the B-2 Highway Business District shall 
conform to the schematic plan and associated requirements approved by the 
City Council, Modification of the development plan and associated require­
ments may be made by the City Council subsequent to their initial approval 
upon application therefor by the owner of the property. 

(g) Following City Council Approval of a B-2 Highway Business District, 
the property for which approval was granted shall be labeled B-2 H.B.D. on 
the Official Zoning Map, 

(h) If construction of the Highway Business District is not started 
within two years of the date of approval, the City Council may consider 
rezoning the site to its previous classification. 

Sec. 23-37. Mobile Home Courts or Trailer Parks 

(a) Mob't1:e'<b.9mes and trailers that do not meet the requirements of 
the Housing and Building Codes of the City of Charlotte are not permitted 
within the Corporate l.imits"of the City.' Within the area of jurisdiction 
of this Ordinance such mobile'homes and trailers may hereafter be establ ished 
outside the Corporate LimitE! ,'Of the City provided that if such mobile homes 
and trailers should subsequeU'!:ly become subject to the requirements of the 
Housing and Building COd$s"eof'the City of Charlotte they will comply with 
such requirements or be:~ovE;d'Within four years from the date they become 
subject to the Housfug!j>and Buildl:ng Codes of the City. 

, !,' 

~ ,,:> ~ !~ ',~"." 
(b) Mobile Homei c®ri:s or Trailer Parks may be established, as a con-

ditional use, in Multi~runily Res~aential Districts subject to Health Depart­
ment Regulations and the"following"requirements: 

': 1-1 

(1) The park si'te shall; adjoin a Business or Industrial District 
so that the/park w:i9.l constitute a transitional use between 
commercial'o'r industr'i,al" development and permanent residential 
development. ' 

(2) The park site sJ:ta:ll consist of not less than five acres of 
land. 

(3) The park sh~ll be's6reened from adjoining streets and pro­
perties inaccordanc~ with Section 23-50. 

(4) Access to t~e p~k 'shall not 'require intensive use of 
established minot'residential streets, 

(5) Each trailer unit space shall contain a minimum'of 2,500 
square feet. 

-42-



January 29, 1962 
Ordincnce Book 13 - Page 194 

Sec. 23-38. Quarries 

(a) Quarries may be established, as a conditional use, in Residential 
Districts subject to the following requirements. 

(1) A non-climbable fence, a minimum of six feet in height, 
shall be installed around the quarry an~ all its operations 
as a safety device. Such fences shall be constructed of 
wire mesh in rect·angular shapes,· and the sizes of such 
rectangles shall not exceed two inches by four inches. 

(2) Access to the quarry shall not make use of establ ished 
minor residential access streets. 

(3) Any crushing of rock or processing of material shall be 
done in such a way as to minimize the amount of air-borne 
dust created. 

(4} The quarry and all its buildings, pits and processing equip­
ment shall be effectively screened from the view of any 
adjoining property in a Residential District with a fence or 
"'-'L«ule luasoruy wall six feet in height or natural planting 
of comparable opacity at least six feet in height. 

(b) Dimensional requirements for quarries shall be as specified below: . 

Required minimum distance from 
adjacent property that is zoned: 

To any building 

To any crushing of rock, or pro­
cessing of stone, gravel or 
other material 

To any blasting 

. Residential or 
Office or 
Business 

100 feet 

300 feet 

500 feet 

Industrial 

20 feet 

200 feet 

400 feet 

(c) During operation of the quarry and after termination of quarrying 
operations at that site, the following safety features shall be maintained: 

(1) Rock Quarries 

(a) From the edge of the pit, a distance of 20 feet 
(measured horizontally) shall be maintained free 
of any soil cover. 

(b) From a point 20 feet from the edge of the pit, the 
soil cover, if less than 20 feet in depth, shall be 
graded back to a slope of one foot vertical, or less, 
to one foot horizontal from the rock level to the top 
of the soil cover. 
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(c) If the soil cover to be stripped away exceeds 20 
feet in depth, a ditch 8 feet in width and 3 feet in 
depth at least 10 feet back from the edge of the cut 
may be substituted for the backsloping. If the pit 
has reached its maximum expansion in any direction, 
however, the permanent fence as described in par. (d) 
below, in connection with the termination of quarrying 
operations, will suffice in lieu of thebacksloping 
or ditch in that particular area. 

(d) For a distance of 100 feet from the edge of the pit, 
all dense underbrush shall be removed from the soil 
cover. 

(2) Gravel Quarries and Sam Quarries 

(a) ~]hen such pit exceeds a depth of 20 feet from the surface 
of the ground, all dense underbrush shall be removed from 
the soil cover for a distance of 100 feet from the edge 
of the pit. 

(d) Upon termination of quarrying operations at any pit that exceeds a 
depth of 20 feet from the surface of the ground, either the pit shall be 
backfilled to a slope of 1 foot vertical, or less, to 1 foot horizontal 
from the bottom of the pit to the surface of the ground, Dr a non-climbable 
fence shall be erected and maintained around the pit. The fence will be a 
minimum of six feet in height and constructed of wire mesh in rectangular, 

, shapes, and the sizes of such rectangles shall not exceed two inches by four 
inches. 

Sec. 23-39. Off-Street Parking in Residential Districts 

Off-street parking, in connection with office, business or industrial 
uses, may be established as a Conditional Use in any Residential District 
and off-street parking in connection with multi-family dwellings may be 
permitted in any Single-Family Residential District subject to the follow­
ing requirements. 

(a) The parking lot shall directly abut the Multi-Family Residential, 
Office, Business or Industrial District, 

(b) No portion of the parking lot shall extend more than 150 feet into 
the adjacent Residential District. 

(c) The lot shall be used for parking only. 

(d) Parking structures shall not be permitted. 

(e) The lot shall be operated solely as a convenience to customers or 
employees of the associated non-residential use or to the residents of the 
multi-family dwelling, and shall be so located and arranged as to serve this 
end with a minimum of disturbance to nearby residential uses. 
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(f) Non-illuminated signs pertaining to the parking lot, no larger than 
two (2) square feet, and only (1) for each entrance and exit, may be erected 
and maintained. 

(g) Wheel bumper guards shall be installed to prevent any portion of 
an automobile from being parked closer than (5) feet from any residential 
lot line or twenty (20) feet from any street line. Bumper guards shall not 
be required along the property line wherever a masonry wall is constructed. 

(h) Screening shall be provided in accordance with Section 23-50. 

(i) The lot may be used for parking only during such hours so as not 
to constitute a public nuisance to adjacent properties. 

(j) The provisions of Article V, Division 1 with regard to off-street 
parking requirements shall be applicable to off-street parking established 
as a conditional use in a Residential District. 

(k) The lot shall be paved with impervious concrete or asphalt material 
to a depth and in a manner approved by the Traffic Engineering Department. 

Sec. 23-40. Petroleum Products Storage 

(a) Petroleum products storage, as a principal use, for wholesale or 
retail distribution, of more than 100 ,000 gallons aggregate storage capacity, 
subject to the Fire Prevention Code of the National Board of Fire Under­
Hriters, may be permitted as a Conditional Use in the 1-2, General 1ndustrfal 
District, subject to the folloHing requirements. 

(1) All storage tanks and loading facilities shall be located at 
least 25 feet from any exterior property line. 

(2) All storage tanks and loading facilities shall be located 
at least 120 feet from any exterior property line bordering 
a Residential District. 

(b) As a prerequisite to approval of an application for this conditional 
use, the Council shall find that the use of the proposed site for petroleum 
storage Hill not endanger the safety of residential or other properties in 
the area, that vehicular access to the storage facility Hill be provided 
from major thoroughfares and will not require the use ofmincr residential 
nccess streets for ac~ess to the site. 
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Article IV. Area, Yard and Height Regulations 

DIVISION 1. RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 

Sec. 23-41. Residential Uses in Residential Districts 

(a) The following requirements shall apply to residential uses in 
Residential Districts. 

Minimum Lot Area· (Sq.Ft.) Minimum Lot Width (Feet) 
Area Required 

for each Duplexes and 
Residential Single-Family additional Single-Family Multi-Family 

District Dwell ing Units Dwelling Unit Dwell ing Units Dwell ing Units 

11.-6 6,000 50 
R-6MF 6,000 2,000 50 55 
11.-6 MF-H 6,000 1,000 50 55 

11.-9 9,000 , 60 
R-9MF 9,000 2,500 60 65 

11.-12 12,000 70 
11.-12 MF 12,000 3,000 70 80 

11.-15 15,000 80 
11.-15 MF 15,000 3,500 80 90 

Minimum 
Unobstructed 

Minimum Side Yards (Ft.) Minimum Minimum Open Space Maximum 
Residential One other Both Setback Rear Yard (% of total Height 
District Side Side Sides (feet) . (feet) lot area) (feet) -
11.-6 8 6 14 25 40 50 40 
R-6 MF 8 6 14 25 40 45 40 
R-6 MF-H 8 6 14 20 40 40 40 

R-9 8 6 14 30 45 55 40 
11.-9 MF 8 6 14 30 45 55 40 

R-12 10 10 20 35 50 60 40 
11.-12 MF 10 10 20 35 50 60 40 

11.-15 10 10 20 40 55 65 40 
11.-15 MF 10 10 20 40 55 65 40 
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(b) In Single-Family Districts, the area required for each additional 
dwelling unit in the corresponding Multi-Family District applies to the 
construction of two-family dwellings on corner lots with entrances facing 
different streets. 

(c) Unobstructed open space is land not covered by buildings or struc­
tures. 

Sec. 23-42. Planned Multi-Family Developments In Residential Districts. 

(a) A Planned Multi-Family Development is a group of two or more multi­
family dwellings or three or more duplexes, established on a single lot, or 
on two or more lots assembled as a single development tract, having unified 
design of buildings and coordinated organization of common open space and 
service areas, thereby negating the necessity for dimensional regulations 
applicable to single structures on individual lots. 

(b) Planned Multi-Family Developments may be established in Multi-Family 
Residential Districts, Office Districts and Business Districts subject to the 
following requirements: 

Minimum 
Side and Minimum 

Each Rear Yards Unobstructed 
First Additional Minimum at exterior Open Space 

R'>.s ident ial Dwelling Dwelling Setback property line (% of total Mnximum 

!.".~ 

K:J 
l.:J 
o 
;;.a.. 

District Unit(Sq.Ft.) Unit (Sq.Ft.) (feet) (Feet) Lot Area) _Heigh!...2.~. 

R-6 MF 

R-6 MF-H 

!?-9 ME' 

R~12 MF 

R-15 ME' 

6,000 2,000 25 15 45 ~·O 

6,000 1,000 20 15 40 40 

9,000 2,500 30 20 55 40 

12,000 3,000 35 25 60 40 

15,000 3,500 40 30 65 40 

(1) Every residential building in a Planned Multi-Family Development 
shall be separated, on every side, from any other building within 
the building group by a distance of at least 16 feet in R-6 MF. 
R-6ME'-H and R-9 ME' Districts, and 20 feet inR-12 ME' and R-15 ME' 
Districts. 

(2) Hhere a front entrance of any residential building faces a ser­
vice entrance or service area of another residential building, 
the building shall be separated by a distance of at least twice 
the minimum rear yard requirement for residential buildings ~or 
the District in which the development is located. 

(3) The applicant may be required by appropriate covenants, to re­
strict open space for service and/or recreation areas for the 
common use of the occupants of the Planned Multi-Family Develop­
ment, provided that no more than five per cent of the area of 
the development may be required for such use. 
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(4) The parking and circulation plan and driveway widths shall 
be subject to approval of the Traffic Engineering and Fire 
Departments of the City of Charlotte. 

Sec. 23-43. Institutional Uses in Residential Districts. 

(a) Churches, synagogues, convents, monasteries, dormitories, community 
recreation centers, Young Men's Christian Associations and comparable organi­
zations, elementary, junior high and senior high schools, colleges, orphanages, 
museums, art galleries, hospitals and sanatoriums, libraries, fire stations, 
police stations and similar uses shall be subject to the following requirements 
in Residential Districts. 

Minimum Distance Minimum Side Yards Minimum Unobstructed 
From any Lot on any Side Abutting Open Space Maximum 

Res ident ia1 Line to Building Office, Business or (% of Total Lot Height 
District (feet) Industrial District (feet) Area) (feet) 

R-6, R-6 MF 25 8 50 40 

R-6 MF-H 20 8 45 40 

R-9, R-9 MF 30 8 60 40 

R-12, R-l2 MF 35 10 65 40 

R-lS, R-lS MF 40 10 70 40 

(b) Public or private cemeteries. shall be subject to the following require­
ments: 

(1) All tombstones, crypts and monuments shall be located at least: 
25 feet from any exterior property line of the cemetery or from 
any public right-of-way. 

(2) Any on-site office or accessory buildings for the maintenance, 
management and/or sale of cemetery lots shall be located at 
least 100 feet from any exterior property line or from any 
pUblic right-of-way. 

(c) Public or private golf courses, non-commercial swimming clubs and 
country clubs shall be subject to the following requirements: 

(1) Buildings and swimming pools shall be located at least 100 
feet from any exterior lot line. 

(d) Nursing homes, rest homes, and homes for the aged shall be subject to 
the following requirements: The minimum lot area required for each five (or 
remainder over a multiple of five) resident patients shall be the same as the 
minimum lot area requirement for each family in a multi-family dwelling in 
the same or corresponding Mul ti-Famlly District. 

-48-



januar c 29 v i962 
Ordin3Dce Book 13 - Page 200 

(e) Day Nurseries, Day Care Centers. and Pre-Schools, licensed by proper 
authority, may be established in Residential and Office Districts, and in 
the B-1 Neighborhood Business District, subject to requirements listed below, 
in addition to all other applicable requirements of this Ordinance in the Dis­
tricts in which such uses are located. 

(1) At least 300 square feet of outdoor play space per child 
shall be provided. 

(2) OUtdoor play space shall be fenced or otherwise enclosed on 
all sides and shall not include driveways, parking area, or 
land unsuited by other usage or natural features for children~s 
play space. Fences shall comply with fence regulations for 
Residential Districts in Sec. 23-44. The minimum height in 
any case shall be three feet. 

(3) The minimum lot area for each eight (or remainder over the multi­
ple of eight) children shall be the same as the minimum lot 
area requirement for each family in a multi-family dwelling in 
the same or corresponding Multi-Family District. 

Sec. 23-44. Fences and Walls in Residential Districts. 

Fences and walls may be built to a maximum height of six feet along the. 
common side lot line or elsewhere within the required side yard between 
the required setback and the rear building line. Fences and walls may be 
built to. a height of five feet along the common side lot line or elsewhere 
within the required setback between the line of the required setback and. 
the street line. 

Sec. 23-45. Modification of Maximum Building Height. 

Principal buildings in Single-Family and Multi-Family Residential Districts 
may be erected to a height in excess of forty feet, provided that minimum 
side yards on every side shall be increased by one foot for every two feet 
of building height in excess of forty feet. In Planned Multi-Family Develop-
ments, principal buildings may be erected to a height in excess of forty feet, 
provided that minimum side and rear yards at exterior property lines shall·-' 
be increased by one foot for every two feet of building height in excess of 
forty feet. 

Sec. 23-46. Height of Single-Family Dwellings. 

Single-family dwellings shall be limited to a height of forty feet in 
all Districts in which they are permitted. 
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DIVISION 2. CFFICE DISTRICTS 

Sec. 23-47. Non-Residential Uses in Office Districts. 

Non-residential uses in Office Districts shall be subject to the follow­
ing requirements. 

Minimum 
Sid" Yard 

Minimum Minimum (feat) , Minimum 
Office Lot Area Lot Hidth One other Setback 

District (square, feet) (feet) Side Side (feet) 

0-15 15,000 80 8 8 40 

'0-6 6,000 50 8 6 20 

Minimum Rear Yard (feet) 

Maximum Adjacent to 
Office Height Residential 

District (feet) Districts 

0-15 40 40 

0-6 40 40 

Sec. 23-48. Residential Uses in Office Districts. 

Adjacent to 
Office, Business 
or Inclrstrial Districts 

20 

20 

(a) Dimensional requirements for buildings and lots used wholly or 
partially for residential purposes in the 0-6 Office District shall be the 
same as those required in the R-6 MF-H District. 

(b) Dimensional requirements for buildings and lots used wholly or 
partially for residential purposes in the 0-15 Office District shall be the 
same as those required in the R-15 MF District, except that the area required 
for each additional dwelling unit shall be 2,500 square feet. 

Sec. 23-49. Parking in Setback Prohibited. 

No parking of motor vehicles shall be permitted in the required setback 
on any lot in any Office District, nor shall multi-level parking structures 
be permitted within any required setback, side yard, or rear yard. 

Sec. 23-50. Screening Required. 

A durable masonry wall, fence or hedge or other natural planting of 
comparable opacity, designed to be compatible with the residential character 
of adjoining properties, shall be provided along the side and/or rear lines 
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of any lot in any Office District, used for non-residential purposes, 
wherever such side and/or rear lines adjoin a lot in any Residential 
District. Such fences and walls shall be at least five feet in height 
but not greater than seven feet in height, measured from the ground along 
the common lot line of the adjoining lot in the Residential District. 
Hedges or comparable natural plantings shall be planted at an initial 
height of at least three feet and shall be of such variety that an average 
height of at least six feet could be expected by normal growth within 
no later than two years from the time of planting. Fences and walls 
shall bel~ted to a height of five feet along the common side lot line 
between the street line and the required setback of the adjoining lot 
in the Residential. District. 

Sec. 23-51. Modification of Maximum Building Height. 

Principal buildings in Office Districts may be erected to a height 
in excess of forty feet, provided that minimum side yards on each side 
shall be increased by one foot for every two feet 'of building height in 
excess of forty feet. In Planned Multi-Family Developments, principal 
buildings may be erected to a height in excess of forty feet, provided 
that minimum side and rear yards at exterior property lines shall be in­
creased by one foot for GWry two feet of building height in excess of 
forty feet. 

Sec. 23-52. Height of Single-Family Dwellings. 

Single-family dwellings shall be limited to a height of forty feet in 
all Districts in which they are permitted. 

DIVISION 3. BUSINESS DISTRICTS 

Sec. 23-53. Non-Residential Uses on Lots in Business Districts Adjoining 
Office, Business or Industrial Districts. 

(a) The following requirements shall apply to buildings forty (40) 
feet in height or less: 

Minimum Minimum Minimum 
Business Setback Side Yard Rear Yard 
District (Feet) (Feet) (Feet) 

B-1 20 10 
(None required; 

B-2 20 Minimum 8 feet 10 
first side and 4 
feet other side, 
if side yards are 
provided) 

B-3 (None (None (None 
required) required) required) 
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CHARLOTTE-MECKLENBURG GOVERNMENT CENTER NEWSLETTER 
SEPTEMBER 23, 1988 

Lobby and Chamber Update 

VOL. 12 

The Lobby/Atrium will be opened to the general public on Monday, 
September' 26, 1988.· 

The Finance Department's Revenue/Water Billing Division will have 
its operation in full gear' on the plaza and P1 aza+ 1, and the 
Public Service and Information Department's Action Line desk 
staff will be ready to greet the public. 

Also, we thought you should be aware that Council will conduct 
its first meeting in the Meeting Chamber on Monday afternoon at 
2:00 p.m. 

Pal"ki ng 

Because of the anticipated increase of public parking on the 
lower' 1 eve1 in the CMGC deck, we appeal to all month1 y par'ker's to 
not park in the lower level of the deck. This would aid us 
greatly. 

Also, we remind you that access to and from the deck at Caldwell 
Street may save you some time and offer greater convenience. 

Plaza - Exterior' 

The drive-through circle located on East 4th Street has been 
designed f6r dropoffs and pickups and should remain unblocked at 
all time s . 

There are still some unsafe conditions existing at the edge of 
the exterior plaza where the County still has a building under 
construction. Please do not approach this construction area. 

Subp1aza - Loading Dock, Video and Chamber Support Areas 

Although the lobby and tower will be fully opened to the public 
on Monday, September 26, 1988, there are still .some areas, 
particularly in the subp1aza where the contractor's crew are 
still attempting to finish their work. Please cooperate with us 
and, for your own safety, refrain from entering the above areas. 
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(b) In the B-1 and B-2 Districts, the following requirements shall 
apply to non-residential buildings where the height exceeds 40 feet: 

(1) Minimum setback shall be 20 feet. 

(2) A minimum side yard of 10 feet on each side shall be pro­
vided for buildings greater than 40 feet but less than 
60 feet in height. 

(3) For buildings with a height of 60 ft. or more the m~n~mum 
side yard shall be 10 feet, plus one additional foot of 
side yard on each side for every two feet of height over 
60 feet. 

(4) Minimum rear yard shall be 10 feet. 

(c) In the B-3 District the following minimum building setbacks from 
both side and rear lot lines shall be in effect at the building heights 
indicated: 

Height of Building 
Above 40 feet 

Minimum Distance of Building above 
40 feet from both side and rear lot lines 

First two stories above 40 feet 

Third and fourth stories above 
40 feet 

Fifth story above 40 feet and 
above 

4 feet 

6 feet 

8 feet 

(d) In the B-3 District, building setbacks shall not be required on any 
property line adjacent to a public street right-of-way, except as specified 
in Sec, 23-54. 

Sec~ 23-54. Non-Residential Uses on Lots in Business Districts Adjoining 
Residential Districts. 

(a) Where a side lot line of a lot in any Business District abuts a lot 
in any Residential District, the minimum setback and side yard requirements 
listed below shall apply on the abutting side. Hhere a rear lot line of a 
lot in any Business District abuts a lot in any Residential District, the 
minimum rear yard requirements listed below shall apply. 

Minimum l1inimum Minimum 
Business Setback Side Yard Rear Yard 
District (Feet) (Feet) (Feet) 

B-1 20 10 20 

B-2 20 10 20 

B-3 20 10 20 
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(b) In any Business District, side yard reglllations lOor non-residential 
buildings over 40 feet in height, as specified in Sec. 23-53, (b), (c), shall 
apply on lots adjacent to any Residential District in addition to the minimum 
side yard requirement of 10 feet specified in the table in par. (a), next 
above. 

Sec. 23-55. Residential Uses in Business Districts. 

(a) Dimensional requirements for buildings and lots used Wholly or 
partially for residential purposes in B-1 and B-2 Business Districts shall 
be the same as those required in the R-6 MF-H District in Sec. 23-41 and 
Sec. 23-42. 

(b) Dim~nsional requirements for buildings and lots used wholly or 
partially for residential purposes in the B-3 Business District shall be 
the same as those required in the R-6 MF-H District in Sec. 23-41 and Sec. 
23-42, except that the area required for each additional dwelling unit 
shall be 500 square feet, after the initial minimum lot area requirement 
of 6,000 square feet for the first two dwelling units. . 

Sec, 23-56. Screening Required. 

A durable masonry wall, fence or hedge or other natural planting of 
comparable opacity, designed to be compatible with the residential character 
of adjoining properties, shall be provided along the side and/or rear lot 
lines of any lot in any Business District wherever such side and/or rear 
lines adjoin a lot in any Residential District. Such fences and walls 
shall be at least five feet in height, but not greater than seven feet in 
height, measured from the ground along the common lot line of the adjoining 
lot in the Residential District. Hedges or comparable natural plantings 
shall be planted at an initial height of at least three feet, and shall 
be of such variety that an average height of at least six feet could be 
expected by normal growth within no later than two years from the time of 
planting. Fences and walls shall be limited to a height of five feet 
along the common side-lot line between the street line and the required 
setback of the adjoining lot in the Residential District. 

Sec. 23-59. Outdoor Storage. 

(a) Outdoor storage of any material, stocks or equipment, accessory 
to a principal use on any lot in a Business District, shall be screened 
from pUblic view from any public street or from any adjoining lots in 
Residential Districts with a masonry wall, fence or hedge or other natural 
planting of comparable opacity, as specified in Sec. 23-56. Buch screening 
may be located anywhere on the property, subject to any other provisions 
of this Ordinance, provided that the open storage area is effectively 
screened as specified above. 

(b) This requirement shall not apply to off-street parking lots or 
to the storage of new and used vehicles that are offered or intended for 
sale,except as required in Sec. 23-56 along the side or rear lot lines 
of any lot in any Business District where it adjoins a lot in any Resi­
dential District. 
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DIVISION 4, INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS 

Sec, 23-58, Lots in Industrial Districts Adjoining Lots in Office, Business 
or Other Industrial Districts, 

Minimum Minimum Minimum Maximum 
Industrial Setback Side Yard Rear Yard Height 
District (Feet) (Feet) (Feet) (Feet) 

I-I 20 10 10 (None) 

1-2 20 10 10 (None) 

1-3 5 (None required; 10 O!lO}le) 

minimum 8 feet 
first side and 4 
feet other side, 
if side yards 
are provided) 

Sec. 23-59. Lots in Industrial Districts Adjoining Residential Districts. 

Hhere a side lot line of a lot in any Industrial District abuts a lot 
in any Residential District, the minimum setbac!<; and side yard requirements 
listed below shall apply on the abutting side. ~lhere a rear lot line of a 
lot in any Industrial District directly abuts a lot in any Residential 
District the minimum rear yard requirements listed below shall apply, 

Minimum Minimum Minimum Maximum Height 
Industrial Setback Side Yard Rear Yard within 100 feet 
District (Feet) (Feet) (Feet) of Res. Dist. (Ft. ) 

I-I 20 20 20 40 

1-2 20 20 20 40 

1-3 20 10 20 40 

Sec. 23-60. Screening Required. 

A durable masonry wall, fence or hedge or other natural planting of 
comparable opacity, designed to be compatible with the residential character 
of adjoining properties, shall be provided along the side and/or rear lot 
lines of any lot in an Industrial District where it adjoins a lot in any 
Residential District, Such fences and walls shall be at least five feet 
in height, but not greater than seven feet in height, measured from the 
ground along the common lot line of the adjoining lot in the Residential 
District. Hedges or comparable natural plantings shall be planted at an 
initial height of at least three feet, and shall be of such variety that an 
average height of at least six feet could be expected by normal growth 
within no later than two years from the time of planting. Fences and walls 
shall be limited to a height of five feet along the common side lot line be­
tween the street line and the req~ired setback of the adjoining lot in the 
Residential District, -54-
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Sec. 23-61. Outdoor Storage. 

(a) Outdoor storage of any material, stocks or equipment, accessory to 
a principle use on any lot in the I-I Light Industrial District, shan be 
screened from public view from any public street or from any adjoining lots 
in Residential Districts with a masonry wall, fence or hedge or other . 
natural planting of comparable opacity •• as specified in Sec. 23-60. Such 
screening may be located anywhere on the property, subject to any other 
provisions of this Ordinance, provided that the open storage area is effectively 
screened as specified above. 

(b) This requirement shall not applY to off-street parking lots or to 
the storage of new and used vehicles that are offered or intended for srue, 
eJ<cept as required in Sec. 23-60, along the side or rear lot lines of any 
lot in the I-I Light Industrial District where it adjoins a lot in any 
Reside ltial District. 
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Article V. Off-Street Parking and Loading Requirements 

DIVISION 1. CFF-STREET PARIQ:NG REQUIruMENTS 

In order to assure a proper and uniform development of public parking 
areas throughout the City of Charlotte and its Perimeter Area, to relieve 
traffic congestion in the streets and to mintmize any detrimental effects 
of off-street parking areas on adjacent properties, the procedures and 
standards .set forth in Sec. 23-62 through Sec. 23-72 shall apply. 

Sec. 23-62. Schedule of Off-Street Parking Requirements. 

Off-street parking shall be provided and maintained as specified in the 
following schedule. These requirements shall apply to all n~ buildings and 
uses and to additions to existing buildings and uses in all Districts except 
the B-3 Business District, where existing development is at such density that 
they cannot reasonably be imposed and where off-street parking is provided 
on a private, commercial basis. 

Types of-Uses 

Retail stores, all types 

Motels, Tourist Courts, 
Motor Courts and Hotels 

Funeral Homes 

Banks 

Office and Professional 
Buildings 

Medical and Dental Offices and 
Clinics 

Parking 
Plan 
Approval 
Required 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
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Standards 

1 space per 200 square feet of 
floor area used or designed for 
sales on ground floor plus 1 
space per 300 square feet of 
floor area used or desfgned for 
sales on all other floors, plus 
1 space per each two employees. 

1 space per guest room, plus 1 
space per each two employees on 
shift of greatest employment. 

1 space per each 60 square feet 
of floor area available for seat­
ing accommodations. 

1 space per each 100 square feet 
of gross floor area. 

1 space per each 300 square feet 
of gross floor area. 

1 space per eacb 200 square feet 
of gross floor area. 

----.- ...... ----~-----------~----------- -
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Types of Uses 

Restaurants, Diners and 
Night Clubs 

Airports, Railroad passenger 
stations and Bus terminals 

Hospitals 

Huseums and Art Galleries 

Public Libraries 

Fire Stations 

Parking 
Plan 
Approval 
Required 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

Auditoriums, stadiums, assembly 
halls, gymnasiums, theatres, com­
munity recreation centers, 
churches 

-57-

Standards 

1 space per each 3 seating accom­
modations, plus 1 space per each 
two employees on shift of great­
est employment. 

1 space per each 4 seating accom­
modations for waiting passengers, 
plus I space per each two employees 
on shift of greatest employment. 

I space per bed intended for 
patients (except bassinets or 
beds in student nurses' quarters) 
plus I space per each medical 
staff member, plus 1 space per 
each two other employees on shift 
of greatest employment. 

1 space per each four seats in 
rooms for public assembly or for 
each 150 square feet of gross 
floor area for use by the public, 
whichever is greater, plus 1 
space for each two employees on 
shift of greatest employment. 

1 space per each 150 square feet 
of gross floor area for public 
use, plus 1 space per each two 
employees on shift of greatest 
employment. 

1 space per each person on duty 
on a normal shift 

I space per 4 fixed seats in 
largest assembly room or area oc 
for each 40 square feet of floor 
area available for the accomo­
dation of movable seats in the 
largest assemhly room, or 1 space 
per each 150 square feet of ~~oss 
floor area, whichever is needed by 
the facility. 
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Types of~Uses 

Indoor and outdoor commercial 
recreation 

Automobile Service Stations 

Roadside stands, net< and used 
car sales, house and truck 
trailer sales, outdoor equip­
ment and machinery sales, com­
mercial nurseries 

Drive-in facilities 

Dt<el ling , single-family 

Dt<elling, tt<o-family 

Dt<ellings, multi-family 

Dormitories 

Room renting and boarding 
"P houses 

Parking 
Plan 
Approval 
Required 

x 

x 

x 

x 
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Standards 

1 space for each 150 square feet 
of gross floor, building or ground 
area devoted to such use, or 1 
space per each 4 seats of facili­
ties available for patron use, 
t<hichever is needed by the facil­
ity. 

1 space per each car stored, plus 
1 space per each employee during 
period of greatest employment. 

4 spnces per each salesperson, 
plus 1 space per each tt<o other 
cEployees, during period of ~reat­
est eE'ployment. 

1 space per each motor vehicle 
served, plus 1 space per each 
tt<o employees during period of 
greatest employment. 

2 spaces per dt<elling unit 

2 spaces per dt<elling unit 

1.25 spaces per dt<elling unit. 
parking for multi-family units 
may be permitted in Single-Family 
Residential Districts only as a 
Conditional Use under Sec. 23-39. 

1 space per each three residents 

1 space per each roomer or board­
er, in addition to the normal re­
quirements for the dt<elling un'it. 
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Types of· Uses 

Nursing homes, rest homes, 
homes for the aged 

Day Nurseries, day care cen­
ters and pre-schools 

Elementary schools and 
junior high schools 

Senior high schools, trade and 
vocational schools, colleges 
and universities 

Post Offices 

Industrial, Manufacturing and 
wholesaling establishments 

Parking 
Plan 
Approval 
Required 

x 

x 

x 

x 

Sec. 23-63. Parking Space Defined. 

Standards 

1 space per four patient beds, 
plus 1 space per each two employ­
ees on the shift of greatest, em­
ployment. 

1 space per each adul t attendant. 

3 spaces per each room used for 
administrative offices or class 
instruction, or one space for 
eac~ six seats in auditoriums 
and other places of assembly or 
facilities available to the pub­
lic, whichever is greater. 

5 spaces per each room used fOe 
administrative offices or claes 
instruction, or one space for 
each five seats in auditoriumR 
and other places of assembly or 
facil ities available to the r :10-
lie, whichever is greater. 

1 space per each 400 square feet 
of gross floor area, plus I space 
per each two employees on the 
shift of greatest employment. 

1 space per each two employees 
on the shift of greatest employ­
ment. 

A parking space is defined as an off-street space available for the parkin;5 
of motor vehicles with minimum dimensions of eight and one-half feet in uidth 
and seventeen feet in length and with a total of 145 square feet, exclusive of 
passage~lays and driveways appurtenant thereto and giving passage thereto. 
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Sec. 23-64. Parking Spaces in Driveways. 

Driveways, in the absence of garages or carports, shall be considered as 
providing required off-street parking spaces for single-family and two-family 
dwellings in Residential and Office Districts, provided that sufficient spaces 
are available on such driveways to meet the requirements of this Section. 

Sec. 23-65. Locations of Parking Spaces. 

Parking spaces shall be located so. that no spaces are a greater distance 
than 400 feet from the buildings or uses to which they are assigned. This 
requirement does not apply to parking spaces for auditoriums, stadiums, 
assembly halls, gymnasiums and other places of assembly, industrial, whole­
saling, manufacturing establishments and hospitals. 

Sec. 23-66. Parking Spaces Assigned to One Use. 

Required parking spaces for any number of separate buildings or uses may 
be combined in one lot but the required spaces assigned to one use may not 
be assigned to another use at the same time, except that the required parking 
spaces for places of assembly may be assigned to parking spaces that are other­
wise assigned to other uses, provided that the parking spaces are normally 
used at different times. 

Sec. 23-67. Parking Spaces May Not Be Reduced. 

Off-street parking spaces may not be reduced below the minimum required 
for the use or facility to which they are assigned. 

Sec. 23-68. Additions to Buildings Deficient in Parking Spaces. 

Additions may be made to existing buildings and uses that are deficient 
in required off-street parking spaces as specified in the Schedule of Off­
Street Parking Requirements, Sec. 23-62, provided that such additions do not 
represent a requirement in excess of three off-street parking spaces. 

Sec. 23-69. Parking Plans Required. 

(a) Plans for' public parking lots, garages and storage areas operated on 
a commercial basis, and/or required for uses so indicated in the Schedule of 
Off-Street Parking Requirements shall be submitted to the City Traffic Engineer­
ing Department for review for compliance with the provisions of this Ordinance 
and with other pertinent ordinances of the Code of the City of Charlotte. 

(b) Such plans shall show the number of spaces and arrangement of parking 
aisles, location of driveway entrances, provisions for vehicular and pedestrian 
circulation, locations of sidewalks and curbs on or adjacent to the property .. 
utilities, barriers, locations of shelters, locations of signs, typical cross­
sections of pavement, storm drainage facilities and such other' information o.C 
plans as the circumstances may warrant. 

-60-



January 29 .• 1962 
Ordinance Book 13 Page 212 

Sec. 23-70. Barriers Required. 

(a) Curbs, walls, fences or similar devices shall be located along 
the perimeter of parking lots, garages and storage areas, except at en­
trances and exists indicated on approved parking plans. 

(b) Such barriers shall be so designed and located to prevent parked 
vehicles from extending beyond property lines of parking lots and garages 
and to protect public right-of-way and adjoining properties from damaging 
effects from surface drainage from parking lots. 

(c) Standards and requirements of (a) and (b), next above, shall 
apply to all existing parking lots, garages and storage areas six months 
from the date of passage of this Ordinance. 

Sec. 23-71. Parking and Storage Areas. 

(a) Parking lots, garages and storage areas shall be designed and 
constructed so that all maneuvering to park and unpark can take place en­
tirely within property lines of lots, garages and storage areas. 

(b) The use of streets, sidewalks, alleys or other public rights-of­
way for parking or maneuvering to and from off-street parking spaces is 
prohibited, except where such maneuvering is necessary in the use of drive~ 
ways for access to and from single-family and two-family dwellings in Resi­
dential or Office Districts. 

(c) Ingress and egress to parking areas shall be limited to driveway 
entrances and exits specified in parking area plans as approved by the 
Charlotte Traffic Engineering Department. 

Sec. 23-72. Parking Lot and Garage Maintenance. 

Ground cover, shrubs and trees shall be located and maintained ao as to 
not interfere with vehicular and pedestrian traffic on the property or with 
sight clearance at entrances and exits. 

DIVISION 2. OFF-STREET LOADIID REQUIREMENTS 

In order to assure a proper and uniform development of off-street load­
ing areas throughout the City of Charlotte and its Perimeter Area and to 
relieve traffic congestion in the streets, the off-street loading require­
ments set forth in Sec. 23-73 through Sec. 23-75 shall apply in all Dis­
tricts. These requirements shall apply to new buildings and uses and to 
additions to existing buildings and uses. 

Sec. 23-73. Spaces Appropriate to Functions. 

Off-street loading spaces shall be provided as appropriate to the func­
tions and scope of operation of individual or groups of buildings and uses. 
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Sec. 23-74. Design of Loading Spaces. 

Off-street loading spaces shall be designed and constructed so that all 
maneuvering to park and unpark vehicles for loading and unloading can 'take 
place entirely within thp. property lines of the premises. Loading spaces 
shall be provided so as not to interfere with the free. normal movement of 
vehicles and pedestrians on public rights-of-way. 

Sec .• 23-75. Ingress and Egress. 

Ingress and egress to off-street loading spaces shall conform to drive­
way entrance regulations of the City of Charlotte. 
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Article VI Sign Regulations 

DIVISION 1. GENERAL REGULATIONS 

Sec, 23-76. Signs Permitted Without Limitation 

In all Districts the following signs shall be permitted without 
limitation: 

(a) Signs to regulate traffic 

(b) Signs required to be posted by law 

(c) \'Jarning signs and no trespassing signs 

(d) Signs established by governmental agencies 

(e) Signs indicating bus stops, taxi stands, and similar transportation 
facilities. 

(f) Signs giving information concerning the location or use of accessory 
off-street parking facilities or loading and unloading facilities, except 
for the limitations established for conditional parking Residential Districts 
under Sec. 23-39. 

(g) Temporary real estate signs advertising specific property for sale, 
lease, rent or development, on private property. 

(h) Permanent subdivision identification signs not exceeding 12 square 
feet in area, on private property. 

(i) Temporary signs involved in campaigns of religious, charitable, 
civic, fraternal, political and similar organizations, on private property. 

Sec. 23-77. Unsafe Signs • 

. Signs that are structurally unsafe and thereby endanger the public safety 
shall be removed unless they are repaired and made to otherwise comply with 
the requirements of this Ordinance. 

Sec. 23-78. Signs Subject to Laws of North Carolina. 

Signs and other sources of illumination adjacent to public streets shall 
be subject to the provi,3:LOr,S of Sec. 136-32.2 of the General Statutes of 
North Carol ina. 

Sec. 23-79. Flashing Signs. 

Flashing signs hereafter established in any District shall not be 
located closer than 50 feet to any street right-of-way. 
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DIVISION 2. SCHEDULE OF SIGN REGULATIONS. 

Signs shall be permitted in accordance with regulations listed below 
in Sections 23-80 through Sec. 23-85 and in accordance with other applicable 
regulations of this Ordinance. 

(a) The letter "N" means that the sign shall not have flashing 
ill umination. 

(b) The letter "M" means that the sign shall be motionless. 

Sec, 23-80. Residential Districts. 

(a) Signs on premises of single-family and two-family dwellings shall 
be regulated as follows: 

(1) Type of sign permitted: 

(2) Permitted number of signs: 

(3) Maximum area of signs: 

(4) Permitted illumination: 

(5) Permitted location: 

Identification 

1 per dwelling unit 

I! square feet 

Lighted (N,M) 

Behind street right-of-way 
line except as permitted 
in par. (b), Sec. 23-85. 

(b) Signs on premises of multi-family dwellings shall be regulated as 
follows, 

(1) Type of sign permitted: 

(2) Permitted number of signs: 

(3) Maximum area of signs: 

(4) Permitted illumination: 

(5) Permitted location: 

Ident if icat ion 

I per building 

6 square feet 

Lighted (N,M) 

Behind required setback, 
except as permitted in par. 
(b), Sec. 23-85. 

(c) Signs on premises of Planned Multi-Family Developments shall be 
regulated as follows: 

(1) Type of sign permitted, Identification 

(2) Permitted number of signs, I per street front 

(3) Maximum area of signs: 9 square feet 

(4) Permitted illumination: Lighted (N,M) 

ct· 
:1.0 

(5) Permitted location: 

-64-
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(d) Signs on premises of churches, schools, colleges, hospitals, Y.M.D.A. 
and comparable organizations, community recreation centers, libraries, museums, 
art galleries, golf courses, country clubs, swimming clubs, parks, playgrounds 
and similar uses shall be regulated as follows: 

(1) Types of signs permitted: 

(2) Permitted number of signs: 

(3) Maximum area of signs: 

(4) Permitted illumination: 

(5) Permitted location: 

Identification and Bulletin 
Board 

Identification - 1 per building 

Bulletin Board - 1 per building 

Identification 40 square feet 

Bulletin Board - 36 square feet 

Identification and Bulletin 
Board - Lighted (N,M) 

Identification and Bulletin 
Board -
Behind street right-of-way line, 
except as permitted in par. (b), 
Sec. 23":85. 

(e) Signs on premises of cemeteries shall be regulated as follows: 

(1) Type of sign permitted: 

(2) Permitted number of signs: 

(3) Maximum area of signs: 

(4) Permitted illumination: 

(5) Permitted location: 

Identification 

1 per street front 

12 square feet 

Lighted (N,M) 

Behind required setback, 
except as permitted in par. (b), 
Sec. 23-85. 

(f) Signs on premises of nursing homes, homes for the aged, day nurseries, 
day care centers and pre-schools shall be regulated as follows: 

(l) Type of sign permitted: 

(2) Permitted number ·of signs: 

(3) Maximum area of signs: 

(4) Permitted illumination: 

(5) Permitted location: 
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Identification 

1 per establishment 

12 square feet 

Lighted (N,M) 

Behind required setba~k, 
except as permitted in pat., (b) • 
Sec. 23-85. 
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Sec. 23-81. Office Districts. 

(a) Signs on premises of single-family, two-family and multi-family 
dwellings and Planned Multi-Family Developments shall be regulated as in 
par. (a), (b) and (c), Sec. 23-80, next above. 

(b) Signs on premises of uses listed in par. (d), (e) and (f), Sec. 
23-80, next above, and on premises of buildings for dramatic, musical or 
other cultural activities, for social, fraternal, social service, union 
and civic organizations and similar buildings shall be regulated as 
follows: 

(1) Types of signs permitted: 

(2) Permitted number of signs: 

(3) Maximum area of signs: 

(4) Permitted illumination: 

(5) Permitted location: 

Identification and Bulletin 
Board 

Identification - 1 per building 

Bulletin Board - 1 per building 

Identification - Five per cent 
of the area of the elevation of 
one exterior building wall facing 
a street, provided that any such 
sign may be at least 50 square 
feet and shall not exceed 200 
square feet. 
Bulletin Board - 36 square feet 

Identification and Bulletin Board 
Luminous (N,M) 

Identification - Mounted on the 
building unless the sign does 
not exceed 50 square feet in 
area, in which case it may be 
located anywhere on the property 
behind the setback line,except as 
permitted in par. (b), Sec. 23-85. 
Bulletin Board - Behind street 
right-of-way line, except as per­
mitted in par. (b), Sec. 23-85. 

(c) Signs on premises of professional offices, business offices, mer­
chandise display buildings, studios for artists, designers, photographers 
and musicians, banks and funeral homes shall be Identification signs only 
and shall be regulated as in par. (b), next above. 
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Sec. 23-82. B-I Business Districts 

(a) Signs on premises of permitted uses conducted in buildings or 
with buildings associated shall be regulated as follows: 

(1) Types of signs permitted: 

(2) Permitted number of signs: 

(3) Maximum area of signs: 

(4) Permitted illumination: 

(5) Permitted location: 

Business and/or Identification 

No limit, except as specified 
below for detached signs. 

Signs attached to buildings 
No limit 

Signs detached from buildings -
100 square feet 

Luminous 

One sign per establishment may be 
detached from the building pro­
vided it is located behind the 
property line and at least ten 
feet above ground level if 
located within fifteen feet of 
a street right-of-way line. 

Other signs shall be mounted on 
the building and shall not extend 
more than fifteen feet above the 
parapet of the building nor more 
than eighteen inches from any 
building wall or .marquee face, 
provided that any such sign shall 
not project more than six inches 
into the street right-of-way un­
less it is at least ten feet 
above street grade in which case 
it shall not extend more than 
eighteen: inches into the street 
right-of-way 

(b) Signs on premises of permitted' uses not conducted in or associated 
with buildings shall be r~gulated as follows: 

(1) Types of signs permitted: 

(2) Permitted number of signs: 

(3) Maximum area of signs: 

(4) Permitted illumination: 

(5) Permitted location: 
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Business and/or Identification 

1 per establishment 

100 square feet 

Luminous 

Behind street right-of-way line, 
except as permitted in par. (b), 
Sec. 23-85. 
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Sec. 23-83. B-2 Business District; I-I, 1-2, and 1-3 Industrinl Districts, 

(a) Signs on premises of permitted uses conducted in buildings or 
with buildings associated shall be permitted and regulated as in the B.,l 
Business District, except that signs may extend twenty feet above the 
parapet of a building. 

(b) Signs on premises of permitted uses not conducted in or associated 
with buildings shall be permitted and regulated as in the B-1 Business 
District. 

(c) Advertising signs shall be permitted subject to the following 
regulations: 

(1) No advertising sign shall exceed 750 square feet in area 

(2) Advertising signs shall be located not closer to the 
street right-of-way than twenty feet. 

(3) Advertising signs exceeding 72 square feet shall not 
be closer to a residential structure than ten feet. 

(4) Each structure may support one advertising sign not exceed­
ing an aggregate of 750 square feet on either side of said 
structure. 

Sec. 23-84. B-3 Business Districts. 

Signs in B-3 Busine,ss Districts on premises of any permitted uses shall 
be regulated as follows: 

(1)· Types of signs permitted: 

(2) Permitted number of signs: 

(3) Maximum area of signs: 

(4) Permitted illumination: 

(5) Permitted location: 
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No limit 

No limit 

Luminous 

Anywhere on the property, but 
projecting not more than six 
inches into the street right-of­
way, unless the sign is ten feet 
above the stre~t grade, in which 
case it may project eighteen 
inches into the street right-of­
way. 
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Sec. 23-85. Special Sign Regulations. 

(a) For the purpose of this sign regulation a shopping center consist­
ing of five or more businesses located in a unified building or group of 
buildings may have business and/or identification signs as permitted in 
the District except that the center as a whole may have in addition, one 
detached sign, not exceeding 100 square feet in area, per street front, 
over and above the detached signs permitted for the business establishment 
in the center. 

(b) Hhere a permitted sign is required to be behind the required set­
back and the wall of the related building is at or in front of the set back 
line, the sign may project eighteen inches from the building wall, provided 
that any such sign shall not project more than six inches into the street 
right-of-way unless it is at least ten feet above street grade in which 
case it shall not extend more than eighteen in~hes into the street right­
of way. 
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Article VII Administrative Provisions. 

DIVISION 1. SUPERlNrENDENl' (l! Bun.DING INSPECTION 

Sec. 23 .. 86. Administration of Zoning Ordinance. 

The Superintendent of Building Inspection is hereby authorized, and it 
shall be his duty, to administer and enforce the provisions of this ordinance. 
Appeal from a decision of the Superintendent of Building Inspection may be 
made to the Board of Adjustment as hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 23-87. Building Permits. 

(a) Before commencing the construction, erection, repair, alteration, 
addition to, removal. moving, or demolishing of any building or structure 
or part thereof, except signs permitted in Sec. 23-76, (a) through (g) and 
(i), and except signs exempted in Sec. 1800-3 of the North Carolina State 
Building Code, 1958 Edition, or before commencing any excavation for such 
building or structure, a building permit for the same shall be secured 
from the Superintendent of Building Inspection. 

(b) The Superintendent of Building Inspection shall not issue a building 
permit unless the plans, specific·ations, and intended use of such building 
or structures or part thereof conform in all respects to the provisions of 
this Ordinance. The application for a building permit shall be accompanied 
by such information as the Superintendent of Building Inspection may require 
to enable him to act upon such application. In cases where an appeal is 
filed by the applicant, or where he applies for a variance, the Superintendent 
of Building Inspection shall forthwith transmit all the papers pertaining 
to the application to the Board of Adjustment for its action. 

(c) Building permit fees shall be as specified in Chapter 5 of the 
Building Code of the City of Charlotte. Such fee shall be deemed to 
include a zoning permit fee of seven dollars and fifty cents ($7.50). 

Sec. 23-88. Zoning Permits. 

(a) Before commencing the construction, erection, repair, alteration, 
addition to,·removal, moving, or demolishing of any building or structure or 
part thereof, except signs permitted in Sec. 23-76, (a) through (g) and (i), 
and except signs exempted in Sec. 1800-3 of the North Carolina State Building 
Code, 1958 Edition, or before commencing any excavation for such building 
or structure, a ~oning pe~it for the s~e shall be secured· from the Superin­
tendent of Building In'Pection. 

(b) The Superintendent of Building Inspection shall not issue a zoning 
permit unless the plans, specifications, and intended use of such building 
or structure or part thereof conform in all respects to the provisions of 
this Ordinance. The application for a zoning permit shall be accompanied 
by such information as the Superintendent of Building Inspection may require 
to enable him to act upon such application. In cases where an appeal is 
filed by the applicant, or where he applies for a variance, the Superintendent 
of Building Inspection shall forthwith transmit all of the paper pertaining 
to the appl ic at ion to the Board of Adjustment for its action. 
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(c) Within the area of jurisdiction of the Building Code of the City 
of Charlotte a zoning permit fee of seve~ dollars and fifty cents ($7.50) 
shall be deemed to be included in the building permit fee. Outside the 
jurisdiction of the Building Code of the City of Charlotte a zoning permit 
fee of seven dollars and fifty cents ($7.50) shall apply. 

Sec. 23-89. Building Permits Issued Prior to Adoption of This Ordinance. 

Building Permits issu.ed in conformance with the Building Code of the 
City of Charlotte and the Zoning Ordinances of the City of Charlotte and 
Perimeter Area prior to the date of adoption of this Ordinance, whether 
consistent or inconsistent with this Ordinance, shall be valid for· a period 
of six months from time of issuance of the permit. If construetion in 
connection with such a permit has not been started within such six months 
period, the permit shall be void and a new permit, consistent with all 
provisions of this Ordinance shall be required. For purposes of this 
Section, construction shall be deemed to have been started at the time 
of completion of the foundation. 

Sec, 23-90. Certificates of Occupancy, 

After the effective date of this Ordinance it shall be unlawful to 
change or commence the use of any building or land, except the use of 
land for agricultural purposes, until a certificate of occupancy shall 
have been issued by the Superintendent of Building Inspection stating 
that the proposed use complies with the provisions of this Ordinance. 

Sec, 23-91. Location of District Boundary Lines. 

The Superintendent of Building Inspection shall decide the exact 
location of Zoning District Boundary Lines when a question arises concerning 
boundary lines shown on the Official Zoning Map, subject to administrative: 
review by the Board of Adjustment provided for in Sec. 23-94. The determin­
ation of the exact location of a Zoning District Boundary Line shall be 
guided by the following provisions: 

(a) Where a boundary line on the Official Zoning Map lies within and 
follows a street or alley right-of-way, a channelized waterway, a railroad 
right-of-way, or a power line easement, the boundary shall be construed 
to be in the center of such street or alley right-of-way, channelized 
waterway, railroad right-of-way or power line easement, 

(b) Boundaries indicated as approximately following platted lot lines 
shall be construed as following such lot lines. 

(c) Boundaries indicated as approximately following City Limits or 
Perimeter Area boundaries shall be construed as following City Limits or 
Perimeter Area boundaries, 

(d) Boundaries indicated as parallel to or extensions of features 
indicated in SUbsections (a), (b), and (c) above, shall be so construed. 
Distances not specifically indicated on the Zoning Map shall be determined 
by the scale of the map. 
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DIVISION 2. BOARD OF ADJUS'ruENl' 
~ 

Sec. 23-92. Organization of Board of Adjustment. 

(a) A Board of Adjustment is hereby established. It shall consist 
of ten members. Five members shall be citizens and residents of the City 
of Charlotte and shall be appointed by the City Council; five mel!l.bers shall 
be citizens and residents of the Perimeter Area and shall be appointed by 
the Board of Commissioners of Mecklenburg County. 

(b) Members shall be appointed for a term of three years and until 
their respective successors have been appointed and qualified, except 
that the initial appointments of six members of the Board shall be for 
the following terms: One member from the City of Charlotte and one member 
from the Charlotte Perimeter Area shall be appointed for a term of one 
year; Two members from the City of Charlotte and two members from the 
Charlotte Perimeter Area shall be appointed for a term of two years. 
Each appointment to fill a vacancy shall be for the unexpired term. 

(c) The Board shall adopt such' rules and regul-ations for its own 
government as it deems necessary to carry out the provisions of this 
Section. 

Sec. 23-93. Appeals. 

(a) Appeals and applications shall be heard in accordance with G. S. 
160-178. All hearings of the Board shall be open to the public. The 
Board shall give notice of the time, place, and subject of each hearing 
to the appellant, and to the owners of adjoining properties and property 
directly across the street from the property involved in the hearing. 
The Board shall keep minutes of its proceedings, showing the vote of 
each member upon each question, and the absence or failure of any member 
to vote. The final disposition of each appeal shall be by recorded 
resolution indicating the reasons of the Board therefor based on findings 
of fact and conclusions of law, all of which shall be a public record. 

(b) The Board shall refuse to hear an appeal or application previously 
denied, if it finds there have been no substantial changes in conditions 
or circumstances bearing on the appeal or application. 

Sec. 23-94. Administrative Reviet~. 

The Board shall hear and decide appeals where it is alleged that there 
is error in any order, requirement, decision, or determination made by the 
Superintendent of Building Inspection. Such appeal may be taken by any 
person aggrieved or by any officer, department, Board or Bureau of the 
City of Charlotte or Mecklenburg County. 
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Sec. 23-95. Variances. 

(a) The Board shall hear and decide appeals for variance from the 
requirements of this Ordinance when the strict application of the provisions 
of this Ordinance would result in practical difficulties or unnecessary 
hardship. The Board shall not grant a variance whose effect would be to 
allow the establishement of a use not otherwise permitted in a District by 
this Ordinance, to extend a nonconforming use of land or to change the 
District boundaries shown on the Official Zoning Map. Before a variance 
is granted, the Board of Adjustment must find that special circumstances 
attached to the property which do not generally apply to other property in 
the neighborhood, which may reflect an undue stringency of the Ordinance 
itself. The fact that property may be utilized more profitably, should a 
variance be granted, shall not be considered grounds for a variance. 

(b) In granting a variance, the Board may attach thereto such conditions 
regarding the location, character, and other features of the proposed bUilding, 
structure, or use as the Board may deem advisable to protect established pro­
perty values in the surrounding area, or to promote the pUblic health, safety 
or general welfare. 

DIVISION 3. CITY COUNCIL AND PLANNING CCMMISSION 

Sec. 23-96. Amendments to Zoning Ordinance. 

(a) The City Council may from time to time on its own motion or on 
petition, after public notice and haaring as provided by law, amend, supple­
ment, or change, modify or repeal the boundaries or regulations herein, or 
subsequently established. In case, however, of a protest against such 
change signed by the owners of twenty (20) per cent or more either of the 
area of the lots included in such proposed change, or of those adjacent 
thereto, as specified in G. S. 160-176, such amendment shall not become 
effective except by favorable vote of three-fourths of all the members of 
the City Council. 

(b)' Petitions for an amendment shall be filed in the office of the 
Planning Commission prior to the public hearing, and shall be accompanied 
by a one hundred dollar fee to defray administrative and publication ex­
penses. 

(c) A petition for an amendment that has been denied shall not be 
again instituted, sooner than two years from the date of the denial, un-: 
less the City Council, ~'after considering the advice of the Planning 
Commission, shall find that there have been substantial changes in con­
ditions or circumstances bearing on the application. 

- Sec. 23-97. Special District and Conditional Use Approvals. 

The City Council shall hear and decide applications for Special Districts 
and Conditional Uses listed in Section 23-35 through Sec. 23-40, according 
to the regulations for amendments to the Zoning Ordinance specified in Sec. 

-23-96. 

-73-

: 

~ 

ib 
() 
o 
~ 

'-~' 



January 29, 1962 
Ordinance Book: 13 - Pag" 225 

DIVISION 4. NONCONFOllMANCES 

Sec. 23-98. .Nonconforming Lots .• 

(a) Vacant Lots. This category of nonconformance consists of vacant 
lots for which plats or descriptions have peen recorded in the Office of 
the Register of Deeds of Mecklenburg County, which at the time of passage 
of this Ordinance, fail to comply with minimum area or lot width require­
ments for the Districts in which they are located. Any such nonconforming 
lot may be used for any of the uses permitted by this ~dinance in the 
District in which it is located provided that: 

(1) Minimum requirements of the District for setback, sideyard, 
rear yard, height and unobstructed open space shall be 
complied \~ith; 

(2) Duplexes and mUlti-family dwellings shall meet the minimum 
lot area requirements for those uses in the District, in 
addition to dimensional requirements listed in (1) next 
above. 

(b) Occupied Lots. This category of nonconformance consists of lots, 
occupied by buildings or structures at the time of passage of this Ordinance, 
that fail to comply with minimum requirements for area, width, setback, 
side yard, rear yard, height and/or unobstructed open space for the Districts 
in which they are located. Structures and buildings on these lots may be im­
proved, enlarged and extended, provided that: 

(1) Any such improvement, enlargement or extension of buildings or 
structures shall comply with dimensional requirements for the 
District; 

(2) Duplexes and multi-family dwell ings shall meet the minimum 
lot area requirements for those uses in the District, in 
addition to dimensional requirements listed in (1) next above. 

Sec .• 23-99. Nonconforming Open Uses of Land. 

This category of nonconformances consists of lots used for storage yards, 
used car lots, auto wrecking, junk yards, golf driving ranges, minature 
golf and similar open uses where the only buildings on the lot are incidental 
and accessory to the open use of 'the lot and where such use of the land is 
not permitted to be established hereafter, under this ocdinance, in the 
District in which it is located. 

(a) Hhen a nonconforming open use of land has been changed to a con­
forming use, it shall not thereafter be used for any non-conforming use. 

(b) Non-conforming open uses of land shall not be changed to any but 
conforming uses, 

(c) A nonconforming open use of land shall not be enlarged to cover 
more land than was occupied by that use when it became nonconforming. 
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Cd) Uhen any nonconforming open use of land is discontinued for a 
period in excess of one year, any future use of the land shall be limited 
to those uses permitted in that District under the provisions of this 
Ordinance. Vacancy and/or non-use of the land, regardless of the intent 
of the owner or tenant, shall constitute discontinuance under this pro­
vision. 

Sec. 23-100. Nonconforming Uses of Structures. 

This category of nonconformance consists of structures used, at the 
time of passage of this Ordinance, for purposes not permitted in the 
District in which they are located. 

(a) An existing nonconforming use of a structure may be changed to 
another nonconforming use that is similar in its operation and effect on 
surrounding properties to the existing use, or may be changed to a con­
forming use. 

(b) An existing nonconforming use of a structure shall not be changed 
to another nonconforming use that generates more automobile or truck 
traffic, creates more noise, vibration, smoke, dust or fumes, is a more 
intensive use of structures than the existing nonconforming use, and is 
in any way a greater nuisance to the adjoining properties than the exist­
ing nonconforming use. 

(c) Hhen a nonconforming use of a structure has been changed to a con­
forming use, it shall not thereafter be used for any nonconforming use. 

Cd) A nonconforming use of a structure shall not be extended or enlarged 
except into portions of the structure which,at the time the use became non­
conforming, were already erected and arranged or designed for such nonconform­
ing use. No structural alterations shall be made in any structure occupied 
by a nonconforming use, except those required by law or ordinance or ordered 
by the Superintendent of Building Inspection of Charlotte to secure'the 
safety of the structure. 

(e) Uhen any nonconforming use of a structure is discontinued for a 
period in excess of one year, any future use of the structure shall be 
limited to those uses permitted in that District under the provisions of 
this Ordinance. Vacancy and/or non-use of the building, regardless of the 
intent of the owner or tenant, shall constitute discontinuance under this 
provision. 

Sec. 23-101. Reconstruction of Damaged Structures. 

Nhen a structure on a noncnnforming lot or a structure containing a 
non-conforming use is damaged by fire, flood, wind or act of God, such 
structure may be reconstructed and used as before any such calamity, 
provided such reconstruction talces place within one year of the calamity. 

Sec. 23-102. Nonconforming Signs. 

(a) Nonconforming signs shall be allowed to continue except as hereinafter 
provided. 
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I 
(b) Nonconforming signs made of paper,cloth or other non-durable 

material, or freestanding signs that ar¢ not affixed to a building or 
the ground shall be removed within six~onths from the effective date 

r: of this Ordinance. 

(c) A nonconforming sign shall not be replaced by another nonconforming 
sign except that the substitution or interchange of poster panels, painted 
boards or demountable material on nonconforming signs shall be permitted. 

(d) Minor repairs and maintenance of non-conforming signs such as 
repainting, electrical repairs, neon tubing repairs shall be permitted. 
HO~lever, no structural repairs or changes in the size, shape or message 
of a sign shall be permitted except to make the sign comply with the 
requirements of these regulations. . 

(e) New signs related to legally established nonconforming uses may 
be erected provided they comply with the sign regulations applicable to the 
use in the most restricted District in which the use is permitted. 

Sec. 23-103. Changes in Zoning. 

Any nonconformances created by a change in District boundaries or 
Ordinance regulations after the date of passage of this Ordinance shall 
also be governed by the provision of this Division. 

DIVISION 5, MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

Sec. 23-104. Interpretation and Application. 

(a) In their interpretation and application, the provLsLons of this 
Ordinance shall be held to be the minimum requirements adopted for the 
promotion of the public health, safety, comfort, convenience and general 
l,elfare. 

(b) It is not intended by this Ordinance to repeal, abrogate, annul or 
in any way to impair or interfere with any existing provisions of law or 
Ordinance, other than the Zoning Ordinances superseded by this Ordinance, 
or any rules, regulations or permits previously adopted or issued, or 
which shall be adopted or issued, in conformity l~ith law, relating to the 
use of buildings or premises, nor is it intended by this Ordinance to 
interfere with or abrogate or annul any easements, covenants or other 
agreements between parties; provided, however, that where this Ordinance 
imposes a greater restriction upon the use of buildings or premises or 
upon the height of buildings or requires larger yards, courts or other 
open spaces than are imposed or required by such existing provisions of 
law or Ordinance or by such rules, regulations or permits, or by such 
easements, covenants or agreements, the provisions of this Ordinance 
shall control, 
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(c) The enactment of this Ordinance shall not affect any action, suit, 
or proceeding pending at the time of enactment and·'a1l rights and liabilities 
that have accrued under the Zoning Ordinances superseded by this Ordinance 
are hereby preserved and may be enforced. 

Sec. 23-105. Separability. 

Should any section or provision of these regulations or any boundary 
of any District of the Official Zoning Map herein or hereafter adopted be 
decided by the courts to be unconstitutional or invalid, such decision 
shall not affect the validity of these regulations and the Official Zoning 
Map as a whole or any part thereof other than the part so decided to be un­
constitutional or inval id. 

Sec. 23-106. Penalty. 

Any person, firm or corporation who violates any prov~s~ons of this 
Ordinance shall, upon conviction, be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be 
fined not exceeding fifty dollars or imprisoned not exceeding thirty days. 
Each day that a violation continues to exist shall be considered to be a 
separate offense, provided the violation is not corrected within thirty 
days after notice of the violation has been given. 

Sec, 23-107. Effective Date, 

This Ordinance and the Official Zoning Maps accompanying it shall take 
effect January 30, 1962," 

Approved as to form: 

.John T. Morrj s ey 
City Attorney 

Read, approved and adopted by the City Council of the City of Charlotte, 
North Carol ina; on the 29th day of January, 1962. 

The reference being made in Minute Book 41, beginning at Page 258, and 
ending at Page 260, and recorded in full in Ordinance Book 13, beginning 
at Page 151, and ending at Page 228. 

Lillian R. Hoffman 
City Clerk 

Copy of Ordinance and official maps are filed in Vault File 124-53 and 
Map Drawer No.3 under File No. 124-53. 
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