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The City Council of the City of Charlotte~ No:th Carolina, met in
session on Monday, May 2, 1977, at 3:00 o'clock p.m., in the Council.
City Hall j with Mayor pTO tem James B.. I'Jhittington presiding ~ and rnmy,n-; IJr.enlbE:,r:o
Betty Chafin" Louis M~ Davis$ Harvey B. Gantt, Neil C. Williams and JOB

Withrow present"

ABSENT: Mayor John M. Belk, and Councilwoman Pat Locke.

INVOCATION.

'* * * ';1 * *

The invocation was given by uX'-b Walter Long, Hinister of Durhan MenwTial
Baptist Church"

MINUTES OF APRIL 18, APRIL 25 AND SPECIAL HFJ\RING ON ANNEXATION ON APRIL
1977 APPROVED AS AMENDED GN APRIL 25.

Upon motion of Councih1oman Chafin, seconded by Councilman Withrow ~ ali.d
carriE:o the minutes of the Council Meetings on Monday~ April 18.1) Mcnday,
25, and Tuesday, April 26, 1977 were approved as submitted with the fol
am.endment to the minutes of April 25:

April 25 - Book 6S -- Page 188 - last paragraph, second line
change the if.'OTds IIpublic Works and Engineering il to HPoliceH

PROCLAMATION DECLARING THE MONTH OF MAY AS U.S. SAVINGS BOND MONTH.

I'fayor pl"O tem Whi t"tington recognized Mr" Berton L~ AmsberrY:J State
of U. S. Savings Bonds, Division of DepaTtment of TTeasury ,and
a proclamation declaring the month of Hay as U~S~ Savings Bond Month ..

After the reading of the proclamation by Councilman Withrow j Mr~

expr6ssed his a.ppreciation for the proclamation j stating there a'X'c abot:t 900
million being held in the State of North Carolina. That you can see by
the great impact savings bonds have en the economy of the St8.te.~

r';-12:yor pro ten WhittingtC);;;1. and the members of Council also recogrd;;~{;;d V;:,~

Rogers, Jr.

PECOGNITION OF DELEGATION OF YOUNG BUSINESS MEN FROM INDIA PRESENT FRO,'}
,~)TARY INTERNATIONAL ON GROUP STUDY EXCHANGE PROGRAM.

Hr ... Jim Haney, President of the North Charlotte Rotary Club, a2d
~Joe Burnett: w'ere recognized.. With them \,,reTe fonr young Business I·1sn
;.;ho are being sponsored by Rotary International on a Group Study

f'.rr .. Haney intrDduced the young men stating that only feuT of the six
to be present today~

r.layor pro tern l',:hittington -stated a reception Hill he held by the Roto.xy
to recognize these J"oung men tonight ~

IrieU_a
P:tog:r2m~

G.ble
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ORDINANCE NO. 496-X DESIGNATING A STRUCTURE AND REAL PROPERTY KNOWN AS
"LYNNWOOD" (DUKE W\NSION), LOCATED AT 400 HERMITAGE ROAD IN CH1\RLOTTE,
NORTH CAROLINA AS HISTORIC PROPERTY.

The public hearing was held on the request of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg
Historic Properties Corr~ission to designate a structure and real property
knowa as "Lynnwood" at 400 Hermitage Road, in Charlotte, N. c., as historii::
property.

Present for the hearing were Dr. Morrill, Director of the Commission, a.nd
Commission members, Bluford, Boyer, C&upbell, Davidson, Kinsey and Toy.

Dr. Morrill stated the Historic PropeTties Com.'TIission exists to recommcond
the desi,gnation of stTuctures, buildings, sites,· areas or objects as historic
p:operty. As part of that procedure there. is the requirement for joint public
hearings between the .Historic Properties Commission and City Council.

He stated he has distributed a sheet which sets forth the vote of the Commission
at tbe meeting on January 1977 at which the James B. Duke House - LynmfGod+
sometiInes knol,lfu as V.fl-tite Oaks was approved by the Commission for recojT,mend<Rtic~

to the ctty Coundl. .

He stated it is beyond question that Mr~ James Buchanan Duke was an indivi~ual

who has been rather stgnificant in the shaping of our lives. The Duke Enddn,'ITlent
was put together in the house here in Charlotte, and it has had a major impact
throughout the state, and more specifically upon the growth of Johnson C. Srrd:th
University ..

Dr? l"}oJ.':r·ill stated Mr .. Duke's significance is beyond Charlotte, beyond North
Ca::olina and he is a nationally important figure. This is the only house ·",,:hich.
he (Nned at the time of his death in North Carolina. He bought it so he could
spend a couple of months during fue year enjoying some of the trees.

The North Carolina Division of Archives and History has reviewed the CommiSsion's
recomnenda.tion and el1dorses it. Third, the house and grounds represent one of
the most elegant residences in Charlette, North Carolina, and therefore possesses
arc~iLectural significance~

Dr. Morrill s'Gated the Cor-omission is recorrnnending that the house and grounqls,
consistIng of 4.44 acres, be designated. .

lie referred to the automatic deferral of 50% of the ad valorem taxes on the
p·oreTty, and stated the potential deferrable is $2,349.82. He stated the:
present pa.rty - White Oaks of Cha:clotte, Inc .. - which leases the prope-.rt)f fTom
the Duke Endo1',1l1ent is endeavoring to put it to a use which will exempt it
tot3.11y from ad valorem taxes, l·;rhich means the tax. deferrable 'would. TIQt be
applicable ...

Be str.:-~t:ed "the owners" lessee, all interested parties have been notified and
a1l. are in support of the designation.

Cou:ncilman Williams asked if institutions such as the Duke Endowment gel1cl~aJ.ly

pay c.d valorem taxes? The City Attorney replied he believes they are eligible
to an ex.emption from those taxes; that you have to file an application on an
anTIua.1 basis, and the tax collector has to satisfy that it is a bon,afide
o1:garLl::ation.. Dr .. I"!orr'ill stated it also l"efers to the use of the pTOpCTty"
The use the property is intended to be put to is educational, paTticulaTly re
lai:ed to those types of organizations that have benefited from the Duke
Enoo't"mlsnt$ His judgment 1'wuld be that it v,TOuld clearly qualify~
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Councilman Gantt asked the age of the house? Dr. Morrill replied the house
was initially put up in 1915 by an official of the predecessor of the Duke
Power Company. That Mr. Duko remodeled the house and substantially altered
it in tel~S of size in the early 1920s. Councilman Gantt asked who the
architect was? Mr. Toy replied Mr. C. C. Hooks started it off originally;
and Dr. Morrill replied that Mr. Claybourn says that Mr. Hooks comple'cod ',t,

Councilman Davis stated at some point Council should have the consent of the
property owner before taking any action; that he is sure in this case there 1S
no problem? Dr. Morrill replied he would be happy to ask for the written
permission of property owners; but he cannot promise that he can always get'
that. That when he asks for a public hearing he will submit that with the
information.

Mrs Caroline McMillan stated on behalf of all of those who have been KorK1ng
for the preservation of !\11ite Oaks she would like to thank Council fOl' consiqering
this. That she thinks the support of this cOIT~unity is already shoKn; it is
an e:(citing venture, and they look for>:ard to working .further, and hope Council
will consider it favorably.

Council\<mman Chafin moved adoption of the ordinance designating a st:t:'Ucture
and real propetty known as "Lynnwood", at 400 Hermitage Road in Charlotte, North
Carolina, as historic property. The motion was seconded by Councilman Withro~l.

Co~u1cilnan Davis made a substitute motion to defer action until Council receives
the Hritten consent of the property Olmer. The motion did not receive a second.

The vote was taken on the motion, and carried as follows:

YEAS:
NAYS:

Councilmembers Chafin!! Withrow.;, Gantt and Williams.
Councilman Davis.

The ordinance is recorded in full in Ordinance Book 24, at Page 85.

The ordinance is recorded in full in Ordinance Book 24 j at Page 89&

,-,OTION TO TRANSFER FUNDS TO PAY LEGAL FEES CHALLENGING THE CONSTITUTIONALITY
OF RECENT N'·iENDHENTS TO THE FEDERf;,L UNEr"lPLOYHENT CQi,iPENSATION ACT FAILS FOR
L\CK OF FOUR AFFIRMATIVE VOTES: AND MOTION TO PLACE ON AGENDA FOR NEXT
f"JEErING ~

ORDINANCE NO. ISS-X, THE 1976-77 BUDGET ORDINA~CE,

GENERJ'cL FUND CONTINGENCY TO ESTABLISH AN APPROjfRIAT
TRAFFIC SIGlmL AT THE INTERSECTION OF TYVOLA RQAD

ORDINN~CE NO. 497-X ~~ENDING

TRANSFERRING FUNDS FROM THE
ION FOR THE INSTALLATION' OF
AND WEDGEI'iOOD DRIVE.

Councilman Gantt asked if tha·t is all a traffic signal costs? Mr_ Corbett;p
Director of Traffic Engineering j replied that is all it costs for this location;
it can run as high as $30,000 dep0nding upon the complexity of the irrtel".sec"cioJl..
This one is without computer controls; and it ""rill be :a computer within it.s ::Oh'T~

itrtersectiol1.. That (~30, 000 is for a maj or intersection such as Independencci'
p"\uc 1 va"'d ;:, ....·d Sll'''''-'on !''''''''''t,,· some~hing C·Ic t"at .... ,rr.o. \.r'j··e.... r-> ..... 1,e.....p "'''0. 1(:,.'':':- "'., ..",~.'-'-'''-' - - C.~J. ... 0._ • ·,.,,1.1. l:J .J,. l. _. J .~ i...l }'~-' • J. J...., L. •••~ "" ci_ ......d ...... l.,..'--".~":,'~

from all directions.

Coun.~ilman 'Williams moved adoption of an ordinance transferring $7 ~SOO h'ithin
the General Fund to pay legal fees challenging the c011stitutionality of
rCCBTl.t amendments to the Federal Unemployment Compensation Act, to get i t OI~ the
floor~ The motion was seconded by Councilman Davis_

Councilman iVilliams moved adoption of the subject ordinance transfe:tT.ing $8J500
for the installation of a traffic signal at the intersection of Tyvola Road;
and Wedgewood Drive. The motion "'as seconded by Councilwoman Chafin, .a.nd
carried unanimously~

Councilman G2.ntt stated he understands the discussion Ivl1"' .. Ur..derhj 11 r-a",fe to
Council last week; but there aTe a numb eX' of questions about u.s gettj~ng it"!.\!olvcd
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in the legal suit tha_t vdll allOl; us a temporary inj unction to keep us
from having to pay anything. But if \'Ie do not get the temporz.ry injunctiop
we are still lia"Dle. 11,1'. Underhill, City Attorney, replied that is correct.

Councilman Williams stated to him there seems to be two tracks to travel oh.
One is "hether or not you want to contest the principle of the question ofl
local sovereignty or federal sovereignty or the same as the fair labor standa:cds
act which was challenged and challenged successfully. To what extent. overjour
federal system does the Congress in Washington have the const.itutional pret"ogative
to tell state and local go,ermnents what they can do. That is one track.

The second track is less philosophical, and less lofty, and mor-e self interested,
and that is what does it mean to US one way or the other. He does not think
we are laying off so many people that our ex-employees have much of a needlfor
tha-tcoverage. AlsO, he Hould like to knoH hOI, much it might cost US if w?
had to buy into the program?

,

Mr. Underhill replied he cannot tell Council hOI-l many people are going to be
laid off in this period of time. Because of the Hay the law will work a f~rmer
ci ty employee would not be eligiiJle for benehts that VIQuld ultimately be
paid by the city government unless tha.t employee was laid off after July 11 1978
because of the way the system works. One of the criterias is that you hav~
to work six quarters in order to be eligible; four quarters of which have to
be with the last inwediate employer. That Hould mean an employee terminated by
the city in February of next year after the law becomes effective would no~ be
eligible for these benefits an~vay because he has not worked for us four
quarters after the effective coverage of the act.

Councilman \"lilliams stated if the Public Works bill passc:s y,-e cm.tld lIe employing
more people on a temporary basis; and if the)' \'lork four quarters and then ~:re

laid off, what happens? Mr. Underhill replied if he is asking if temporary
employees are coveredjl his understanding is they l"wuld be ..

Mayor pro tern W1ittington asked if ,Ie \'Iould have some liability to the CET1~
e"'ployces if they wOTk four quarteTs? Mr. Underhill replied yes; that bendfits
are being paid nm, under federal funds that are available.

Councilman Davis stated it seems incredible that we would hire people for
months in a one year prog:cam, and then have to pay them unemployment Hhen
program Tuns out ..

ne

Mayor PTO tern Whittington asked if the National League of Cities aske.d for ~chis?

-Mr. Underhill replied he does not knOl'1 if they have taken an official posi tRoIl
on this; they have made all their members at'lare of it; they had people- pr€sbnt
at the meeting they had in Washington; he does not believe they have taken flu
official position at this time.

Mayor pro tem Whittington asked if staff can give Council the approximate nhnJJcr
of people we might be talking about? Mr. Underhill 2-epEed he cannot; that
theY aTe really asl;;:ing for a fOTcast of the number of people that might be laid
off next year & l\ir.. Burkhalter replied he has not been able to get enough in~

formation together to put together any cost factors because we do not have an
ints7p!'etation of the laH,. But i'.ie have from three to fiVB hundred temporary
~;n;:}loyees every summer who tvoTk in parks and recre2.tion, leaf collection and.
he does not know if 'the qua:rters aTe &:ccumulated .~ if they lIork one quarter: ""chis
year and one the next year? If not, then the only ones h"B \',:ould have would;: be
about 500 CETA emploYBes~

MT .. Burkhalter stated people are terminated for cause all the ti8e; but as [tDr
,~~, lay offs in nearly all programs that are done awa.y with attritions take care
of the problem",
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HaYOT pro tem Nhittington asked the City Attorney if he did not recommend
that COD.neil do this last Heek? That he does not kno\IJ Khy He .are going over
it again today when Council spent about an hour on it last week. Mr. Underhill
replied he is not a great constitutional lal·,yer, but there are some peopl.e
very ",eU versed and skillful in the constitutional law "ho believe if the la'!i
suit is brought and if the facts are :::lccumulated that there stands to be C.t
least a good chance of having the act ultimately d.eclared unconstitutioTi3J
from the rationale of the National League of Cities case ..

Councilman Gantt asked if it is declared unconstitutional 1'Jill Congress b:e
forced to go back to the old system; or at least leave municipal employees
out of it? 1111"" Underhill replied that or lea~/e the matte).' of \vheiLel~ state and
local government employees a.re covered as a matter to be dealt \<lith by the
States rather than by the Congress.

Councilman Gantt aske.d t,"'hat would be the cost if!} in fact:J the C01J.:r-ts do 'decide
that the law is constitutional; Hhat ""Quld be the likely contributions the city
then Hould have to make? Mr, Underhill replied right no\; the best estim2.'t;es
are that it could range as 10\'; as $110,000 pel" year annual cost.1'UP to as tLUch
as $222,000 a year. That is based on the best infonnation he can get right
no"l from the Employment Security CCTI1'11ission the state agency chaTgedwit}1~

administering this program.

Councilman Davis asked if employees out on strike are eligible to collect
unemployrnent? Nr. Underhill replied he does not knot<! the anS\iler to that; bu.t
he thinks they are not eligible. If they are out because of a strike sitVa.tion
he does not believe they are eligible to collect this; but he is not sUTe,. He
i·dll look at it ..

Councilman Davis asked if his reconunendation today is the same as it i:.iE,g ~ast ,--',.-,
week?· Mr .. Underhill replied his recommendation is that this potential litigat.ioi
presents this Council an opportunity to do two things.. Or£e to participate j~n. '.""_J
litigation that will have nationwide significance, and works along the same
p::rincipleas the Na.tional League of Cities case ~ c.nci that is to continue
adopting a fedeTaEsm degree I'ille:re ;Ie Can get the Cong:ress attention 'eh2t', some
matters aTe still. more properl.y left at the State and Local level. Secon~,

t1i.e:te is a possibility that by participating i.n this la,,:suit;, \\rhich ltJoulcL l"equire
$7500 appropriation you may be saving as much as $222,000 a year.

Councilman Gantt stated if you do not participate in the law suit that is,the
only real advantage" If they decide to declal"e the law unconstit·u.tiolla.l -the:-l
it is in fact u:1constitutional for all cities \r,~hether you. particJ..i.:'<?tetl oTii Ii.ct ..
The City Attorney's point last week that our participation nm'} bees-use it, is
not considered a class a.ction~ ~ that it only protects those people W110 participate~

The City Hanager st2.ted if they do not get enough cities there will be no 1201',1

suit. 'Hr. Underhill stated that is not going to happe'1 because they \Vill r,ave
enough;· they already have about 15 cOIIGTIitments from cities and states ..

The vote Nas taken on the motion, and lost f01"' the lack of four affi:n:12ti~{re vetes,
as foHoVis:

YEAS: Councilmembers Chafin, Williams and Withrow"
NAYS: Councilmembl:::rs Davis and Gantt.

~'\fteT further com~n.entS;t Cou)1c1.1l'nan Gantt mo"ved the-I.t the item be put back the
agenda foT' the T~Gxt meet.ing ~ The ri~\jtion Has seconded by Counei 1m3.11 Davis 2..r~d
carried unanimously"
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CONTRACTS AI1ARDED FOR VARIOUS PRODUCTS AND PROJECTS.

(a) Motion was made by Councilman Gantt, and seconded by Councilwoman
Chafin to 8.\\ard contract to the low. bid.der, The DO\;d Press; Inc., in the
of $12,676, on a unit price basis for printing 4,500 copies of the 1995
Comprehensive Plan and 5,000 Haps.

Councilman Gantt asked why we need that many copies of the plan and maps'? Hr.
HcIntyre, Planning DiTector, replied this is the fiTst time \{e would have
final document approved by the Council and the Board of County
They tbnk they may need the 4500 copies based on their experiences with
preliminary copies; they had to have a reprinting on the preliminary" plano The
expectation here that it will be the basic planning document probably for
to five years; they think His better to have more than enough, rather
to run out. The more copies made j the cheaper the copies aTe~,

Councilman Davis asked if there ,,,ill be any charge for the copies to
the cost of printing? ~rr. McIntyre replied they have two intentions in
direction. One is to distribute the report to governmental agencies ..
psrticulal"ly governmental agencies who really should have the document
their cwn use and guidance; also community service agencies.. On the
they do not intend to just let everyone have a free copy. They do intend
make a nominal charge of probably $1.00.

The vote "as taken on the motion, and carried unanimously.

The fo1.1ol'Jing bids were Teceived:

The Dowd Press, Inc.
Colorcraft Printing Company

$12,676.,00
19,478.00

(1;) Motion ",,'as made by Councilman Davis, and seconded by Councilv70man
to c.H2.rd contract to the only bidder, Blythe Industries, Inc., in "ehe amou:M
$96,500, on a unit price basis for 7,000 tons plant mix asphalt.

Councilman !Villiams asked if there is any reason why there is only one
on this item Jl and the next five items? Mr. Burkhalter" City ~lanager;) :rep
they are done by areas; and it is in order to be convenient for us.
Bl"m:n, Purchasing Director, stated 3.11 this asphalt is picked up by the
equipment, and there is a hauling charge in there) and the City i'WTJ.ts to
it from the nearest point. He stated there is a ne" bidder in these today
i.t takes care of the '{<lest side of town - Crowder Construction Company ~

.is a little difference in price betl'Jeen Rea, Crowder and Blythe; Blythe
nickel a ton higher:> h'ith Rea and Crowder having the same unit pricea

of

Mr. ;3'rown stated under Items (h) and (i) there was an error under the re
c.ommend_ations; this is for cold mix asphalt:- and tl,IlO ccmpanies cali furnish
it. One is Rea and one is Blythe. They got a little mixed up on that TE'C(?ffijmencl
8-tioll, and they are nO\, recommending that (h) Section VII be aI'arded to
COl1stl"'uction Company" at $25 ~ 200.. There Vias a deduct involved fOT picking up
the 9.'sphalt and tha.t changes the prices on each to $25,200. Under (i)
:cecCtf:'ul1Gndation is still to Blythe Industries., Inc"]1 in t.he amount of $7.5,

The vote \\:-o.s taken on the motion, and carried unanimously ..

Upon motion of Counc:ilKoman Chafin" seconded by Councilman WithroH,
ur.~2nimously carried, c.ontract was Cth7arded the only bidder, Rca
in the amount of $151 t 750., on a unit price basis for 11;1000 tons plant mix

COri".p2.11y 01

asphalt ..
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(d-) Motion was made by Councilman Williams, seconded by CouncilwOJ:coll
Chafin, and unanimously carried, awarding contract to the only bldde):,
Construction Cqmpany, in the amount of $151,750, on a unit price basis
11,000 tons plant mix asphalt.

(e) COlli,cilwoman Chafin
Industries, Inc., in the
tons plant mix asphalt.
carried unan,imously.

moved award of contract to the only bidder,
amount of $124,125, on a unit price basis for
The motion ViaS seconded by Councilman Withrow,

(f) Upon motion of Councilwoman Chafin, seconded by Councilman Davis,
unanimously carried, contract was awarded the only bidder, Rea
Company, in the amount of $96,500, on a unit price basis for 7,000 tons
mix asphalt ..

(g) Motion was made by Councilman Williams to award contract to the
bidder, Crowder Asphalt Corporation, in the amount of $89,875.00 on a t
price basis for 6,500 tons plant mix asphalt. The motion \'.ras secor,ded
Councilwoman Chafin,- and carried unanimously.

(h) Councilman Davis moved award of contract to the low bidder, Rea
Company, in the amount of $25,200, on a unit price basis for 1,600 tons cold mix
asphalt, which motion Has seconded by Councilman Williams, and carTied
unanimous ly ..

The following bids were received:

Rea Construction Company
Blythe Industries, Inc.

$25,200.00
25,200.00

(i) Councilwoman Chafin moved uHard of_ contract to the 10\1 bidder, Blythe
Industries) Inc .. , in the amoutn of $251/200,11 on a unit pTice basis for It/uOO
t.ons cold mix asphalt", The motion was seconded by Courlcilmall WilliarftS,1l and
carried unanimously ..

The following bids were received:

Blythe Industries, Inc.
Rea Construction Co~

$25,200.00
26,240,00

(j) Upon r,10·'C.on of Councilwoman Chafin, seconded by Councilman i\lithTovr ~

unanimously caTried~ contract 112$ awarded the low bidder j Rea
Company, in the amount of $759J931~92~ on a unit price basis for 19'77
resu:rfacing~

The following bids "Jere :received:

Reo. Construction Company
Dly'~' he ~lT''''';~lS1··'''~ pc- I:;'clJ. _._ _LU_,-" t....l e~""'~!l ....

Cro\·.;deX' Asphalt Corporat ion
Dickerson, rncor~orated

$759,931. 92
775,624.71
737,82.8 .. 32
792,376,60
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(k) CouncilFarnan Chafin moved award of contract to the 101'1 biddeT, ITT
Grinnell Coryoration, in the amount of $30,717.40, on a unit price basis
for nickel copper alloy steel pipe for Utility Department. The motion
secOJlded by Councilman WithrON", and carried unanimously.

The following bids were received:

228

ITT Grinnell Corp.
Parnell-!'''lartin Company
L. P. Foster Company
Atlas Supply Company

$30,717.40
30,752.35
30,918.19
31,613.28

(1) upon motion of Councilwoman Chafin, seconded by Councilman Hilliams,
l-manimously cax·ried~ contract J,.,ras fn'larded the lON bidder" Potters
IYlc~, in the amount of $15~793"OO, on a unit pTice basis for glass

. TX'8.ffic Engineering Department.

The foJ.hJ\dng bids were received:

Potters Industries~ Inc~

l~!illiamj Armstrong Smith Co.
Cataphote Corporation

$15,793.00
16,300.00
16,742.00

RESOLUTION AUTIIORIZING CONDElc1NATION PROCEEDINGS FOR THE ACQUISITION or
PROPERTY OF ALICE SLON, GRIER HEIRS, 2616 NORFOLK AVENUE, ,~JD JOHN
2630 SOUTH TRYON STREET, IN THE SOUTHSIDE PARK CO~l/!IUNJTY DEVELOPMENT
AREA.

Upon rr;otion of Ccuncilman Gantt, seconded by Councilman Withrow; ;;Lnd
unanimously carried, a resolution was adopted authorizing condemnation
proceedings for the acquisition of property of Alice Sloan Grier }lei:::s Jl

Norfolk Avenue, 8.nd John SeegeTs) 26.30 Sov.th Tryon Street, in the
Park Community Development Targe't Area.

The resolution is recorded in full in Resolutions Book 12, at Page 365"

AGENDA ITEMS NO. 13 AND NO. 14 (a) REMOVED FRot·! CONSENT AGENDA TO BE
CONSIDERED SEPARATELY, AND RE"i~INDER OF CO~LENT AGENDA APPROVED.

Counc.ilman Gantt 1:eq'uE;sted that /-\.genda Iter.1 No" 13 and Item ~~o ~ 14 (a) be
removed from 'the consent agenda to be considered sepaTately~

Councilman Davis moved ap::"J~oval of Agenda Item No~ 8 through 16 with
exception of Items No~ 13 and 14 (a) ~ The motion \'\'as seconded by
Hithrow, and carried una~nimously ..

{I) ResDlutions providing for public hearings on Iv[onday;, Ha.y 23 p 1977 jl at
2:30 p~m.~ on Petition s No .. 7'7-13 t.hrough 77-15]1 for zoning changes
and a hearing to consider arr:endments to the subdivision ardina.nee ..

Th.e resolutions are recorded in flil1 in Reso:.utions Boo}~ 12:
Page 366 and ending at Page 367.

at

(2) Agreement between the City of Charlotte and Belk Brothers Company tlto
rnanager;ent and maintenance of the pedestrian cToss,','alk Dver East
Street, bet~'Jeen the R2.disson 'Hotel (u1d Belk Stores li:ith no C:1,ty
involvedu
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(3) Loan in the amount of $55,000 approved to Motion, Inc., for the
rehc..bilitation, renovation and restoration of a four-family
structure located at 412-14 West 8th Street, in the Fourth \'lan1
Redevelopment Area.

(4) Settlement in six ci'cy cases against R. H. Pressley and \1ife, in
amount of $9,000, fo Sharon Amity Road Widening Project, Parcels 10 11,
12, 18, 19 and 20.

(5) Streets accepted for continuous maintenance by the City:

(a) Covered Bridge Lane, from 210 feet west of Bel1echasse Drive
·410 feet west of Bellechasse Drive.

(b) Boone Street, from Vinton Street to 260 feet north of Vinton

(6) Ordinances affecting 110lising declared unfit for human habiation:

(a) Ordinance No. 498-X ordering the unoccupied dwelling located
845 Belmont Avenue to be demolished and removed.

(b) Ordinance No. 499-X ordering the unoccupied dNeHing located
3127 Ridge Avenue to be demolished and removed.

The ordinances are recorded in full in Ordinance Book 24, beginning
Page 90, and ending at Page 91.

(7) Encroachment agreements:

(a) Agreement "lith North Carolina Department of Transportation fOJ:

construction of sanitary sewer system within various st~te

Toads in the i:Iestbourne Subdivision~

(b) Agreement with North Carolina Depc,rtment of Transportation for
construction of an 8-inch and 2-inch water main in Higl11':sy 16.

(8) Property transactions:

(a) Acquisition of 30' x 243.49' of easement at 12025 Statesville
from Stanley M. Steinberger & Stanley P. Greenspon, at ~;300

Torrence Creek Outfall, Phase II.
(b) Acquisition of 3,888 sq. ft. at 1118 S. Church Street, from

Odessa Dean, at $16,500, for West Morehead Community Develonmenit
Target Area.

(c) Acquisihan of 375 sq. ft., at 317 Beflin Street, from Ro berta lace
and Anna Geneva Wa.llace" at $600, for Grier Heights COlT;jrfU~1ity

ment Target Area~

(d) Acquisiton of 4,500 sq, ft" at 237 Victoria Avenue, from s T.
J a.cksOTI/I at $10,250;1 for Third Ward COInmunity Development Area~

COPTRACTS FOR SANITARY SEllER CONSTRUCTION, AUTHORIZED.

CounciIii',an Gantt sta""ced he :cequest.ed that this item be separated 3.S he
problerrls ,·;hen he read the costs of these sevier lirlcs to these shcFPing
There seems to be sOme inconsistency, and he vwnd.BTs about i t ~ Th8.t 1','8
providing 816 lineal feet of 8-inch sewer line for $27,340 in West Fa:t1-.:
providing 1,020 lineal feet of se"ier main to North Park Mall for $';,700,
then 313 line2.1 feet for about $4,700 to the other.

My" Campbell;\ Assistant Director of Utility Department, stated it 1;,:ould his
surmise that whenever this is done in p2~vement the cost goes up to $5 or 0
a foot; there aTe other conplexities that may be a part of this al so he 1$

not al:-iare of ..

Councilman Ga,ntt stated both items (a) and (b) aTe in the same vicir<ity:;
on Tyvola Road? ~1r~ Campbell replied he feels certain in the case of
Center they would be able to be out of the piiverr;ent, perhaps all the: v.'.~.y;

fOT the i<{est PaTk Mall as he recalls there are sidewa.lks on both ::,.5.. G.es~

Executive
that
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1"11'. Burkhalter, City Manager, stated this 1'1ill be looked at
normally when the people pay for it themselves, it has been
caTefully.
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Councilman Gantt moved approval of the contracts, "hich motion was
by Councilman Davis, and carried unanimously.

(a) Contract with Arlen Realty, Inc., for the construction of 8lG l.f.
8-inch sewer lines to serve West Park Hall on Tyvola Road, inside the
city limits, at an estimated cost of $27,340, with the applicant
deposited 10% of the estimated construction cost and will deposit the
remaining 90% prior to construction by city forces, with refund to be
made as per the agreement.

(b) Contract with Seventy Seven Center, Inc., for the construction of 313 l.f.
of 8-inch sewer lines to serve Seventy Seven Executive Center, Phasel
inside the city, at an estimated cost of $4,700, with the applicant
construct the entire system, all at no cost to the city, and the city
Hill oi'In, maintan and operate and retain all revenue ..

(c) Contract with Arlen Realty, Inc., for the construction of 1,020 l.f.
8-inch sewer main to serve North Park Mall, Phase II, on North Tryon
Stre.et at Eastway Drive, inside the city, at an estimated cost of $4,
with the applicant having deposited 10% of the estimated construction
cost and will deposit the remaining 90% prior to construction by city
forces, ,.dth refund to be made as per the agreement ..

ORDINANCE NO. 500-X ORDERING THE OCCUPIED DWELLING LOCATED AT 605 NORTH
STREET, IN THE CDRS AREA TO BE VACATED AND CLOSED.

Councilman G8,ntt asked if the family living in the dKelling at 605 North
Street has been relocated? Mr~ Jamison, Superintendent of Inspection,
they have not as yet. They Viill be put into the pipe line for relocation
the decision of Council today"

Motion Kas made by Councilman Gantt, seconded by CouncilVioman Chafin, and
unanimously carried, adopting Ordinance No. SOO-X ordering the occupied ling
located at 605 North Pine Street, in the CDRS Area to be vacated and

The ordinance is recorded in full in Ordinance Book 24, at Page 92.

COI1i-iENTS BY COUNCILI'IOMAN CHAFIN ON THE PJvlAY ,TPJvlES NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER.

Councilw01:1an Chafin stated along with Harvey Gantt and Mayor Belk she had
CppoTt1.-mity to attend the opening of the Amay James Neighborhood Center
Recree-.ticn Center.. She came away first of all sorry that the other - of
Council could not attend the dedication; and second feeling this is
one of the finest exarnples of what the Community Development DcpartT!wut is
doing that she has seen" This is an examnJ.e of lvhat we are doing for peep
ii.ot to people. After the opening the families of the Nest Bou.levard area
immediately were actively participating in these facilities, in\Folving the
play ground and the gym~

IlEQUEST THAT RE-NUNBERING OF DISTRICTS BE CONSIDERED BY COUNCIL AT ITS
;\iEETING IN g&~y.,.

Councilv:oman Chafil1, stated for some time she has had a concern about the
in \,;rhich our nel\T districts are TI'Lwbered; they are nei ther cI0ckh7isc~ or
clock'dise; they jl.m~p around 6.11 over the citymap~ She understa.Ilds the
fOT this is they Tlwnbered them according to incolne with District One being the
lOh'cst- incomeJf <i.il.d District Seven being the most afflucnt~
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She stated she does not like this, and before candidates begin to
themselves as being a candidate from District One, Two or Three, she
like for Council to take a look at this. She would like for the City
to tell Council how it might go about changing this; and perhaps a'c some point
asking the Planning staff to comment on it. She would like to see it
She is not asking for a vote today, but she would like the Council to
about it, and "auld like for the City Attorney to assist in this. She
she does not think this is a proper thing for the city to be identified
this kind of numerical system.

Councilman Davis stated he thought this is what she wanted to do to get
socio-economic backgrounds and things like that. CouncihJoman Cho.fin
that is fine, but she thinks the numbering system should be logical.
more logical system is clockwise or counter-clockwise. That she thinks
is a stigma attached to coming from a district that is clearly labeled the
poorest, or clearly labeled as the wealthiest.

Mayor pro tern \'-hittington asked if she wants to bring this up for the next
meeting? Councilwoman Chafin replied she will not be here; that she 'Jill. be
here the last meeting in May.

r,1ayor pro tern Whittington stated vdthout objection it will be put on the agenda
for the last meBting in May.

COi,fi,lENTS A1I!D SUGGESTION TP.AT CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN TO ENERGY POLICY FOR! CITY.

Councilwoman Chafin stated she has thought for some time, particulaTly S?'1Ce
February when she read the issue of the Nation Cities, the Nationc.1 Lc;ague
~!c.g<l.ziTIe, Hhich was devoted to energy in the cities, that the City of Ch~n'lotte -,-,
should have an energy policy, particular with the emphasis in the Carter!
Administration, and an emphasis she anticipates seeing at the State lev'8J fTom
the Hunt administration. This is not something she is asking Council to'vote
on today; but she would like for Council to be thinking about this, and ~t:aff

thinking about coming back to Council with a recor.'J1lendation at some future date
',hich would include guidelines for city departments, short term obj ecti,vts, and
long term objectives.

She stated a City Energey Policy might include some of the follov,ing. A' citizens
committee to a.dvise Council on a policy; a city energy. coordinatoT s 2, neH sta:f£
position to devote full timet<:) this effort" The establishment in ccnnect~.on

Hith the information service some sort of phone inquiry system to give c~tizens

information on how they as individuals can conserve eneTgy~ Internally We
might. i-'-rant to take a 100k at some of OUT policies regarding design of pub:Lic
buildings, particularly with respect to installation of heating systems)~use of
glass, and even at seme future date solar energy~ The use of city vehic~es

lliould be appropriate at some time, replacing OUT vehicles \,'ith smal1er ll more
economical cars~

She stated there are some other things that are perhaps more contro.1/GTsial
in terms of providing incentives through Olir property tax structure to ci~~.i.~ens

who make energy improvements ..

Ext.e.rnally there are incentives t;:~at \,,re can adopt that ldould influence the
behavior of the private sector such as in the building codes.. Pex'haps OIl C!

lang term basis establishing an energy bank in cooperation with the state
government which "muld offer loans at favorallle financial terms that hTould
aid builders and residents in complying with the energy policies~ She hopes
at some point we will experiment with recycling of ,,"aste~ DefinitBJ.y h'(> need
tD expand OUT public transit, and reduce the use of the priva,te automobile"
We might think in tETms of demonstration. prcgrams - building some of our buildings
\fJith solar energy.. Experiment ''lith sodillJl1 vapor lighting" and this is spt,;cthing
we are alxeady doing~ He will be using sodium vapor lighting on th.o·:roughf;;~res.
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Councilwoman Chafin stated as far as public awareness and corr~unication

she suggests a.gain the idea of the citizens committee; promotional pTogr2JIJS
through the media; campaigns; discussion wi tll industrial leaders. Finall)1
looking at all energy resources.. Coal is one she thinks \'1e \,zill heaT a
great deal more abDut as well as solar ..

She s-tated these are some of the things He might want to be thinking
about incorporating in a comprehensive energy policy for the city, She
would like to see us take a real leadership position on this.

Mayor pro tem Whittington stated she has brought up a poif1t we are all con
cerned about. That he sees a lot of things going on at the City at night
which he does not think is necessary. That he does not know if we can do
anything about it; but this is a step in that direction.
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CO:'~';ENTS ON MASSIVE DISLOCATION OF RESIDEN'TS FROM ARE~.S, AND SUGGESTIONS FOR
USE OF CAPITAL FUNDS FROM COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IN OTHER WAYS,

Councilman Williams stated he regrets he Vias out of the City over the weel~end

and did not ha"!,1e the opportunity to attend the dedication of the Amo-Y James
Center. He stated he thinks the city got an aViful lot for its money in tJ~at

$l~l million project~ A larger point he Hould like to make is in the v,ray',of
planting a seed and hoping that something will germinate~ For a long tim~

he has been concerned about the emphasis on demolition and dislocation in I'our
corr~unity development areas. Everytime you dislocate someone the law reQvir0s
and you are morally obligated to I"';locate those people. That causes a lot lof
unhappiness apparently. Some of the people being relocated do not like the
idea much~ and some areas l\!here you place scattered housing they aTe not
enthusiastic about receiving the people.

He stated there are some very serious, deplorable situations where the city
has the responsbility to do something about destroying the obviously sub
standard housing and replacing .those people. There are other areas more border
line w'here life have been a little too aggressive in demOlition and dislocation"
Third Ward comes t<J mind right n01I/ as an example.. He has had some feedba~k

from people in the community, and people "ho attended some of these meeti~lZs

tha.t the desire was often expressed to have COITIIl1Unity centers like Pul1ay .J*,TI1CS
Center J or maybe something less elaborate:; to build sidehTalks J parks, iI:ipfove
st:reets and upgrade them, curb and gutter, street lights J t:ree planting a*d
expend community "development funds on those sort of ,capital proj Bets hThic~l do
"not require any mass demolition and dislocation. You avoid some judiciQ~l, problems
that "",Ie have noticed too by not having to dislocate on a l'lholesale basis ~

It is the idea of the government forcing people out and dislocating them some
place else. You hear the term dislocation by reason of governmental action. He
hopes that more emphasis Hill be placed on these capital Pl'oj ects that he] has
been describing and less emphasis on dislocation of these people, except in
emergency situations.. He does not say to quit all together.. But he thinks
maybe a xeassessmcnt is in order.. This \lJill continue to 'be i,'ith us years! dOl'.'Tl

the road if we keep dislocating people, and having to find some place to :put
them.. l'{e do not have all that vacant land for nCH housing if 1,','e disl-c-cato them ..

Councilman Williams stated if it comes up again$ and he is here and in a position
to votej> he is going to take a very careful look at any program 'dhich reqv.ir8s
this kind of mass dislocation of people ..

cmrr;ENTS BY COUNCITliAN WITHROW ON NEED FOR HIGH RISE FOR ELDERLY ON \'iEST SIDE.

Coul1::::i.lman \Vithrot-';" stated \{hen he first came on Council, Council went on :cccord
saJ--~L:1g they 1-'!ould not place any other low income housing ~'Tcst c,f Tryon StJ"c-'et ..
Th;:'t. has gotten to be an old thing nON.. Out on the v,rest side of the City- "",,'B

need a high rise foX' the elderly" He does Ho-t know if the action tak811 by t110
earlier Council V.'ould preclude the building of such a high rise in this al~6a~
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Councilman Wi throw stated because of that all the high rise for the deIe:dy
has been builtin the easte:rIl part of the city a He sta.ted now Ke should Te~,

assess our values and look towards the \Vest to place one ·01" tw'o high Tise
apartments for the elderly. A lot of people call his asking why -ellis cannot
be done. He thinks this should be looked into.

Mayor pro tern Whitti:ngton 2.sked if the City lv!anager can tell 'Council todE~Y

hm,;" much money we can have to start some kind of housing in the Lext fisdal
year; this \<lould be after the court decision? 1',Ir~ Burkhalter, City MaTlage::r~

Teplied that is probably the best answer he can give.$ after the court !T:cLkes its
decision.

COUNCILHEHBERS GANTT AND CHAFIN ADVISE TilEY WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ATTEND THE
DEDICATION OF TIlE BLUE HEAVEN PARK AND CHARLOTTETOl'N TERRACE.

Councilman Gantt stated he would like to be present for the dedicat:'.oE of the
Blue Heaven Park and CharlottetoHTI Terrace, but he ,.,rill ,be out of the city~

Councilwoman Chafin stated she will be out of the city also,

Mayor pro tom \\lhittington stated proper notice will be ]11,1d0-' of thei:c abs0nce~

FURTlIER Cm,fr·1ENTS ON AMAY JMiES CENTER.

I'''lr,. Burkhalter., City Manager., stated the Amay James Center is a cornbinat.ior:
unit ~ It furnishes all of the seTvices. This was made possible by the Qoopel~at

ion "!ith the Community Development programs. One of the things COiJ.n.cil t-Ji1i bc
faced with if the amount of money received from cormminity develorme~~1t cCT4tinues
to recede) our funds for the operation will :-lave to be channeled to the c::ounty.
At present there are four neighborhood centers; there arc 18 park and Ter,p.~eatioE

centers.

CARL HORN , PRESIDENT OF DUKE POWER COMPANY, cmr'jENDED FOR SELECTIO\' AS OUT
STA~DING UTILITY EXECUTIVE OF THE YEAR.

Earlier in: the" meeting, Councilman- Davis ~tated he "','QuId like to CL:.J.J to 'the
Council f s attGntion and to the public t s attention that l"fr ~ _Carl "t-Iorn ~ Pr(;s~~lle:;1.t
of Duke POVier, "las recently honored as the Outstanding Utility Executive bf the
YeaI' ~ H,e stated he thinks Council should take note of that because 1,/e hs;\'e ~~J.e0.

lights and electricity in abund8nCe~ and during the recent crisis they he:te

able to provide some of our neighbors \'lith SOBle of fhe pmvel' Ne he.d in exces.s~

That apparently Mr~ .James B" Duke provided well \~·i·th his well train(~ii $u_cces~·ors~

ADJOURNMENT.

Ur,on ffiotion of Ccuncilraan Gantt, seconded by Councilman Davis, and ullclnimo7.ls1y
car:ried~ t.he meeting adj ourned ..

-~.~
lzuth Armstr;~,:zrr;·~J~e---l~k---·---_·-




