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The City Council oftlie City of Charlotte, North Carolina, met in regular
session on Monday, August 25, 1975, at 3:00 o'clock p.m., in the'Council
Chamber, City Hall, with Mayor John M. Belk presiding, and CouncUmembers
Harvey Gantt, Kenneth Harris, Pat· Locke, Milton. Short, James whittington,
Neil Williams and Joe· Withrow present.

ABSENT: None.

The Charlatte-Mecklenburg Planning Commission sat with the CityC0tmcil,
and, as a separate body, held its public hearings on the zoning petitions,
with Chairman Tate, and Commissioners Boyce, Heard, Finley, Jolly, Marrash
and Royal present.

ABSENT: Commissioners Ervin, Kirk and Ross.

:INvOCATION.

*** * * * * * *

The invocation was given by Reverend George Battle.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES.

Upon motion of Councilman Short, seconded by Councilman Whittington, and
unanimously carried, the minutes of the last meeting, on August 11, 1975,
were approved as submitted •.

HEARING ON PETITION NO. 75-20 BY GEORGE P. GREENOE AND E. V. MARTIN FOR A
CHANGE IN ZONING FROM R-6MF TO 1-2 OF PROPERTY LOCATED ON THE SOUTHWEST
OF EAST 16TH STREET, BETWEEN NORTH DAVIDSON STREET AND NORTH CALDWELL STREET

The public hearing was held on the subject petition.

Mr. Fred Bryant, Assistant Planning Director, stated the area requested
rezoned extends all the way through the block from North Caldwell Street
coming away from the 'downtown area and through Davidson Street, along East
16th Street. It is two separate lots, each of which are about 50 feet in
length and extending completely through the block.

He stated there is a structure on the property at 16th and navidson which
appears to be used for residential purposes. The remaining part of the
property is being used for industrial type activities - that being pr:imllri.ly
the relationship to a fairly significant part of the remainder of the
which is used for a moving company operation, a lot of vans and tractors
and storage buildings associated with the moving and storage operation.
There is still a scattering of residential uses in the area, on the out
of-town or North Charlotte side of the area. It is single family residential
on Caldwell Street and scattered down Davidson Street. On 15th Street there
is an apartmentb;uilding immediately adjacent to the subject property and
there is some single family housing back to 15th Street. In general the
area is amix.tureof·.li.ghtilldustd;aland residential scattered usage.

He stated there isind,ustrial zoning which begins at the railroad and ex
tends all tb.e>;way oue:%\)etweenDavidson Street and Caldwell Street, leaving
thes\lbjectp,r"PertY:~l7tweentheindustrialzoning and 16th Street, and fr9m
thatp9int o.n.it pickEl. up a pattern of R-6MF that entends for several blocl1s.
There is other industrial zoning along Davidson Street, and there is no
reSidential zoning north of Caldwell Street.
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Mr. Bryant stated the line is dr~wn where it is at present because it
relates back a number of years to a ~request for rezoning which was fi1e4:
and was granted changing much of ·thearea to 1-2. At that time, the request
went to the subject property, but did not include these l,;lst two lots coming
out to 16th Street and this for many years has remainded R-6MF. The owners
now want it changed to 1-2.

Councilman Short asked if changing the zoning would result in knocking down
the two houses, and Mr. Bryant replied most of the ~property at the present
time is associated with the trucking operation and the storage operation
in the area now. There is an old structure at the intersection of 16th
and Davidson which appears to be used for a two family residence.

Mr. George Greenoe, one of the ~etitioners, spoke to the petition, stating
they started off in this old house 15~years ago as Southern Packing Company,
a mechanical 'packers,main1y asbestos and rubber products. They want to take
that old house down and put a metal bUilding up. As .~long as it is zoned
residential they have to stay 20 feet away from the line. When the proper~y

was rezoned to Industrial some 11 years. ago, theyd:!.d not own the property
at the corner, nor the lot behind him. They do not want to build anything I
on the lot in the c{)rner, they want to fix it so they can replace the old
house with a steel bUilding.

No opposition was expressed to the proposed rezoning.

Council decision was deferred for a recommendation of-the Planning Commission.

ORDINANCE NO. 824-Z AMENDING CHAPTER 23, SECTION 23-8 OF THE CITY CODE OF
THE CITY OF CHARLOTTE AMENDING THE ZONING MAP BY CHANGING THE ZONING OF
PROPERTY ON THE NORTH SIDE OF INTERSTATE 85 AND EAST OF S'l'ARITA ROAD, AS
PETITIONED BY CARL J. SCHNEIDER.

Councilman Short moved the adoption of the subject ordinance changing the
zoning from 1-1' to 1-2 ot the property adjacent to 1-85, that the request
for change from R-9 to 1-1 along the northerly portion of the tract be
denied, and the majority of the property be approved for B~D classification,
all as recommended by the Planning Commission. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Whittington, and carried unanimously.

The ordinance is recorded in full. in Ordinance Book 22, at Page 306.

PRESENTATION OF SUMMER PROGRAM. IN FIVE POINTS AREA BY REVEREND GEORGE BATTLE.

Mr. Burkhalter, City.Manager, stated the Five Points Area conducted a summer
program~underfunds from Community Development Revenue Sharing. That
Reverend" Battle is present to~make the report to~Counci1 on the results of
the program.

Mr.~ Steve Pitts stated he coordinated~the program for the street academy,
and he presented slides showing the program in process •. One hundred and
eight students were served; 53 received academic credit and 55 attended
simply to take part in the program; ~ he s.tated they are from ~the Sixth grad~

through the 12th Grade. Mr. pitts stated the 53 receiving credit had failed
a gra.de and did not have the money to go to Garinger.this summer.

Ms. Ida Wield stated she was in charge of the school program for TAPS (Teell
Age Parents Services), and their program was for those children who had fa~led

a subject or needed new work. They served approximate1y/65.gir1s from the
target areas. She presented slides indicating the l~cation of TAPS the
year round, and showing the classes in progress withS'l:;aff members.~
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'Reverend Battle stated they nave nothing' in their area that would involve
children in educational or recreational activities. He then recognized
three ladies who told what the prograill did for the community. Speaking
were Mrs~ James McKinnon, Mrs. Herman Kerns,and Mrs. Berdine Wear.

~everend Battle stated they served over 207 children during the summer
,program. There was one family and all members had crippled legs. These
;children were taken to the Health Department, and they were fitted with braces.
,They have been told that treatment will be given to all of them. This is
something they would not have received if they had not been interested in
thiss\lDlIIler program;
,i'i">,;,·,· . .

~outt~~~iJlanWhittington stated this is the best example of what local govern
rmen,t~holl1d do; and he hopes we will see more of this as the community develop
,ment pl;'qgram goes on, allover this community. This is what it is all about.

Reverend Battle stated they do not waI1tto take:all the credit; they,would
'like to thank Mr. Burkhalter and his staff; Mr. Sawyer and his staff, and
the School Board. That this was the commtinitybeing involved; that he
'thinks a lot of friends have been made in this area because of this involve
iment. He stated there were a lot of volunteers who worked with them without
salary, and they should be commended also. Reverend Battle presented slides
showing the children and the church's involvement in the program, and stated
the church also provided: some funds ,bus, and some facilities for the program.

Councilman,Cantt stated this raises the question of why a third grader has
'nbt learned to read in the public school system and can learn to read in
a short summer session.

Councilman Withrow asked if anything has been done about the park in that
;area; that he asked several weeks ago'that the Park arid Recreation look
lat this park and not do any more work on that creek batik, but to do some
Ithing about the area where the people could make use of it. He asked if
,anYfhing has been done about that1 Reverend·Battle replied he has not
:he~f~anything from them; that at tlletime he talked to them he was told
,they'had spent $35,000 in that park but the children could not use it
,be$~&se there was not even a fence around it. He stated that was just a
waste of money to his way of seeing it.,That during the time of their

:sU1lllnj!,i program, he checked the park ·daily and only six people used the, park.
:That this is dangerous and it is a, hazard to the health for any child to
'be playing in the park and to explore and try to find out what is at the
'bottom of the hidden well or whatever it is out there.

1Councilman Harri's stated he isa great believer in the Five Points' Street
!Academy. That he would like to nave some points about, the TAPS program
Iclarified. He stated in the report' it mentions the--mentally retarded.
!He asked if it is primarily a mentally retarded program1 That he thought
it was for teenage parents1' Ms.' Wield replied there are two .requirements

i to enter their program. (1) You must be a student in the Charlotte-
r Mecklenburg system; and (2) you must be pregnant. That the mentally re
'tarded get pregnant also, and they must provide school programs for all the
'students whether they, are· in special education or whether they'are in SAT.
i She stated last year· they served 465 girls. They served 65 cduringthe
'1 sU1lllner prog'ram, and they were limited by the target areas; they could only
: take students this' summer from the target areas,. As a result they could
Inot serve as many girls that applied fo~ this service. They received 140
10r more applications, and they had to go through these and they found 24 in
I the target areas'. The staff then went out: in these areas and begged the
children to come and take advantage of what wasbieng offered this summer.

!Mayor Belk expressed tne appreciation of the Mayor and Council for the
I presentation today, and thanked each one involved in the program, ,and -those
, who came to present it today.
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RECESS AND RECONVENED.

Mayor Belk called a recess at 3:35, o'clock p.m., and'reconvened the meeting
at 3:50 o'clock p.m.

RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR PUBLIC HEARINGS ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, IN THE
EDUCATIONAL CENTER FOR ZONING CHANGES •

.Motion was made by Councilman Harris" seconded by Councilwoman Locke, and
unanimously carried, adopting the subject resolution providing for public
hearings on Monday, September 15, at 7:30 o'clock p.m., in the Educational
Center on East Second Street on Petitions No. 75~22 through 75-27 for
zoning changes.

The resolution is recorded in full in Resolutions Book 11, at Page 58.

BIKE PATH APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED BY TRAFFIC ENGINEER, PLANNING COMMISSION
AND CITY EXPLORER GROUP, AND STAFF REQUESTED TO BRING COST ESTIMATES TO
COUNCIL AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.' ,

Mayor Belk recognized John Yates,: Mayor of the City Explorer's Group to
present the group's findings and recommendations on bike trails.

Mr. Yates stated he is currently a student at Duke University and has been
affiliated with City Government Explorer Post 258.for two years and presently
serves as mayor. He thanked Council for this opportunity to address and
present a proposal for Council action.

Explorer Pose 258 has been 'interested in bicycle paths for a year and a
half. Through discussipns W1thMr. Ulysses. Ford, Advisor of their Post,
enough interest was generated. to create a bicycle explorers post. The
need for adequate bike facilities then became evident. For the past four
months the post has conducted extensive research, examining and discussing
bicycle path material with city officials and local citizens. The post's
first governmental contact was with Mr. Ford, assistant to the Director of
Public Works. Mr. Ford supplied some, pertinent bike material used by Public
Works and Traffic Engineering. They proceeded to have, }!r. Corbett, Director
of Traffic Engineering, as a speaker at post meetings to examine studies
conducted by his department as well as review with ,Mr. Stephen Griffin the
Planning Commission's work with the bicycles. Additional s.tudies and
materials were acqUired from Mr.Han:p. Ott, Park and Recreation; ,Major Killmail,
Law Enforcement Center, and a member of the School Board staff. Mr. Curtis
Yates of the State D~partment of Transportation supplied the post further
reports from the bike path,a ,development. throughout the State.

Through examination.of past Council minutes in the City Clerk's Office and
a discussion with Mr. Richard Hunter of the Budget Department, post members
were aware of Council activity concerning bicycle path construction. Meetings
were also held with Assistant City Managers Bobo and Stradinger, at which
time previous Council actions with regards to bicycle~aths were discussed.
After having exhausted the City's research and study re,lating to bike paths,. ,

the purpose was to study work done by. persons in the community interested in
cycling. FollOWing leads supplied by City Offi.cials and depar,tment reports,
members of their post contacted representatives of lOcal community groups.
They spoke with members of the Charlotte Chamber of Commerce's Transportation
TaskForce, Tar.Heel Cyclists, bicycle shop owners and Bicycle Explorers Post.
Interested persons from UNCC were, also contacted. They.met with Mr. Larry
Elliott of the Urban Institute.as well as Mr. Ward of the Dimensions for
Charlotte-Mecklenb.urg and Mr. James McLaughlin, a local citizen. After further
researching the bicycle path situation, post members met-individually with
City Council members.
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Today they would like to recommend that Council begin implementation of the
comprehensive bicycle plan by constructing the first priority route as
designated by the Planning Staff's Bicycle Trail Master Plan. Today, appr"xj.
mately $185,000 has been appropriated for the construction of bicycle paths.
Creation of the first priority route, which includes a local and community
college, public schools and neighborhood playgrounds and parks, will provide
an adequate facility for the cycling needs. Implementation of "this" bike
route will also show Council's concern for the cyclists' well-being by help
ing to stimulate a. positive community reaction to completing a comprehensive
bike route plan. Now is the time to begin our bikeway system, a system In
clud~d in the 1995 comprehensive plan and the dimensions program. Consider
ing the gas crisis, automobile polution, the increasing number of bicycles
and the climbing accident rate amoung cyclists, bicycle path construction
is a necessity. We must also consider the diminishing value of appropriated
funds due to increasing construction costs. We request that Council take
po~itive action this afternoon to allocate funds to continue construction of
the first priority bike route presented by the Planning Commission staff.
Thank you for the opportunity to make this presentation before Council. He
would like" to acknowledge the assistance rendered by members of the various
city agencies, the Explorer Post and the local citizens that have been con
tacted by his organization. He would also like to thank the Mayor a.nd .
Council for affording their time to meet individually with the Explorer Post
representatives. He hopes'that action will be taken·today and construction

begin in the near future.

Mr. James McLaughlin stated they all know he is for bicycle trails. This
was part of 20 projects in this money. he is talking about and he would like
to see Council do "something with that money. He does not care what they do
with it. If you cannot build a bicycle trail where it wasorginally to be
put, they need a park awfully bad out there in that area. This was one of
a group of projects in which each part "of the City got their share and the
b~cycle trail he thinks was partly held up because it was outside the City
and there was some question about that - he is not complaining aboll: that
he would like to see the"bicycle trail going" where it was originally asked
for. If not there, a compromi'se anywhere, as long as it can be policed;
as long as it can be built"wide enough for two bicycles to pass on it - he
doesn't want to see any 4-ft. bicycle trails. He wants to see them get
at it. He wants to see them do it and he really cannot impress on them
enough that he agrees totally with these gentlemen, They have dorie a good
job and it is a necessary thing to face sooner or later. Please have it
policed, because no bicycle trail that will be a pilot project will help
you or anyone else if it is not an adequate facility,

Councilman Gantt asked Mr. McLaughlin if he was not originally interested
in a bicycle path being built somewhere off Eastway Drive out to the Uni
versity. Mr." McLaughlin replied yes. Councilman Gantt asked if he was
saying now that he would simply be interested in seeing a good policeable
bicycle trail go anywhere as a pait of the overall bicycle plan.

Mr. McLaughlin stated after three years of waitoing, he gets the message
that they don't<wantto spend the money outside the city limits and he
does not blame them much"; "That $185,000 would go a long way in making a
Park on Plaza Road, but this "is one of many projects and the original trail
was to go to the University. There are 1500 students 'out there who do not
have a car, live in the dormitory and walk or ride a bicycle. If we had
1500 citizens that were isolated anywhere else it would be considered an
emergency to get them loose. If they need the basic necessities of life
at,the University and the University store is not open, they cannot get it.
The only way we have of taking advantage of theUniveisity is if we get the
good citizens or the good students at the University and keep them as
citizens in our" community. The only way we can"do that i.s involve them in
the community, and this is the first step as far as "he is concerned. "

199
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Councilman Short stated that he had an idea about this, he thinks that most
citizens of Charlotte consider the University to be a part of Charlotte
and it is located outside the city limits just from necessity. He thinks
CiJ.arlotteans take tremendous pride in the University at Charlotte. He
does not think it is· out of order to think of a bike trail in connection
with the University of North Caroli~a at Charlotte, built with Charlotte
revenue· sharing money •. He is going to sugg~stan~move that we ask the
City Manager, Public Works, Planning Commission, an4 Traffic En,gineering
to investigate the possibility ofbuitding a bike trail along,Rarris Bou~e

vard, Hickory Grove Road, Dillard Drive and North Sharon Amity Road, using
the $135,000 originally set aside for this purpose as a.part of the con
struction that the State. has agreed to build in that area. It seems to him'
that by building such a bicycle facility along with the construction of thif;
road, which is-No.2 on the State's priority for Mecklenburg Coun,ty, we might
get a marvelous bicycle facility, better than anything we could get other
wise just trying to use existing streets that are already built •. Part of
this motion is that we use the rest of this· mOney, which is $50,000 or so
much as is needed, to. investigate a part. of a bike plan that was proposed
on John Yate's' map .. Thiswou14 be essentially one. that would run from
Johnson, C. S~thUniversity to Central Piedmont Community College. He
believes that this tends to. channel .the money where it' was originally
designated· for and makes a real good use of it,.perhaps the best use that
we could make,of it for bicycles.

Councilman Short so moved. Councilman Gantt seconded the motion stating
heiJ.as some hesitation because he would like to look at what they are
talking about as he is not sure; that it is an idea that they might want
to kick around a little more and have a professional to evaluate what would
be the benefits of the route just talked about. Councilman Short stated
he is just asking the City. Manager to look into this. He may comeback
and say it is all. wet, or Council may say it is all.wet.

Councilman. Withrow stated. about.threeyears ago we started. out with $l30,QOIil:
then it got up to about $750,000. At one time it was going down Independen¢e
and out to 49; and then it was going out Monroe Road; and then some said
down the railroad track. That is why.it,has been three years •.Then when
we build the road Councilman Short is talking about, and. make the environ
mental impact studies, '1", are five ye"rs away. ~'lIY cannot we get another
$135,000. to do what.Mr. Short is; talking abo~t when the road is built;.
and right now go with the $185,000 and do something right now.

Councilman Withrow made a substitute motion that we use the $185,000 now,
and later when this road is feasible and after the environmental impact
studY has been made, $135,000 be taken out ofrevet\uesharing to make a
study of the other bicycle paths. '

Councilman Withrow reworded his motion to read that $185,000 be spent to
begin work on the bikeway from Jolmson C. Smith, phase 1. The motion was
seconded by Coun~ilwomanLocke.

Councilman Whittington stated he does not think the amount should be stated;
that he thinks they should be.built. He asked. if Hr. Corbett or Mr •. Hopson
could.show.then on.a map what ispeing.talked about.

Mr. Yates referred.to a map stating it basically starts at West Charlotte
High School, off LaSalle Street"andcomlls down Beatties ·Ford Road, but not
down the road itself, but off'side streets to keep it off the·main traffi~

on Beatti",s. Ford Road. It.para11e1s.BeattiesFord Road,- past Johnson C.
Smith, runs .off Bruns Ayenue,comes downc.snd its .Trade Street and between
Trade and Fourth Streets, there is a bikeway which is completely separate
from this road. That comes over to Fourth Street, runs down Fourth Street
and Third Street, across McDowell, down Elizabeth, then along 74, coming
all the way down to Pecan Avenue, cuts down Commonwealth Avenue to Woodland
Street, and basically ends up at Eastway Junior High School. Included in the
arm are two more public schools, Johnson C. Smith and Central Piedmont Community
College.
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pouncilman Whittington: asked if this is the bike tra:tl proposed in the
bicycle plait presented to CouncH a year ago by Mr. McIntyre and Mr. Corbel:t?
il'he reply was it is and they agree with this recommendation; it was recom
mended in the overall' bikeway pian. as the first priority. Councilman: Whittington
asked what the $185,000 will do? Mr. ~kIntyre'replied the total' route as
Putlined was estimated to cost about $210,000; these were not engineering
~osts'estimates; they were unit costs appli-ed to the whole system•. You would
pot really know what it would cost until the'design and engineering' has been
done. Mr. Corbett stated he agrees. with this also;

Founcilman Harris asked if this is not what was defeated in the bond'referen
dum? Mr. McIntyre replied to' the extent that specific paths were identified
in the bond election this would have been one of them. Councilman Harris'
~tated the presentation made of the route in the bond election ~ncluded

Commonwealth and Johnson C. Smith. That he wonders if we are going r:l.ght
back in fact of the voters again;

~ouncilman Harris asked Mr. McLaughlin if he is speaking for the people in
Eastway? Mr. McLaughlin replied he has been on: this ever since it started,
~nd he has one request." If this plan is used, then go to the east end and
~tart instead of the west end. The biggest problem. is going to be 'the
downtown area. You must have a system when you go through the' downtown
~rea and you are building something ne~~. If· the problems are not worked
out when you go into the downtown area; then you will defeat the purpose.
~owntown is more expensive to build than in the residential area. If you
build yo~ efficient portion first, you c'an solve your problem without nearly
the expense you have downtown.

Councilman Harris asked how much it will cost to build on the west side.
Has the cost been broken down from that standpoint? Mr. Corbett replied.
he does not have the information with him. He would suggest that we start
in the residential area going towards the center, and go as far as they can.
~t is possible that it can be built within the $185,000. They will make
~very effort to build it within what we have.

¢ouncilman'Gantt stated there is only $185,000 to spend. If you are~oing
to continue with this, it seems that a directive needs to be given to staff'
~o implement the first phase of this particular plan; Then staff-can come
~ack to Council and give a 'cost; rather than specifying 'exactly 'where' the
li'oute is going to be or how it is going to workout.' This all needs to be
looked at before we continue. We do not know whether we are dealing with
>\ path or trail or a separate right of way'.

¢ouncilman Harris asked if this is-not coming through the area of the west
~ide. If that is true, then what Mr. McLaughlin is saying about using some'
qf the money on the east side, and with CDRS money, perhaps the whole route
<lan be dOne.

Councilman Withrow Withdrew his substitute motion, and Councilwoman Locke
agreed to the withdrawal.

Councilman Withr"", "tated Council is'going to let the contract for-the
Randolph Koad widening. He asked if a 'bicycle path has been planned along
~his road at the same time the new construction is being done. It seems
if we are going tohave.bicycle paths, then this is the time to have·them
put in. Mr. Burkhalter, City Manager, replied if we are going to build
b:icycle paths' that are very special paths for bicycles , of course this is
t,he time to do it; but it is very eJtpensive. Councilman Withrow stated if
wi'! are talking about bicycle paths -as a mode -of travel in the future, then
tbis is the time to do it. '..It is' cheaper than it would be later.

----------------- --_ _---_ .
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Councilman Short stated on the original motion, it would seem that what
_should,~ogica11¥be done in--the area mentioned in the original motion as
well as the area detailed here, be examined further by our staff and that
information on both of these be made available to Council. 1·l1th Councilman
Gantt's permisSion, he would like to amend ,the original motion in this
way. 'Councilman Gantt stated the only thing is that CDRS funds for physical
improvements have to be' approved by the people in those areas. Councilman!
Harris_ stated- then if they do not want to approve-them, we could not build
them. --'

Councilman Short restated his motion as follows: that the outlined pathway
here as. well as the path ~hat would involve Harris Boulevard, Hickory Grove
Road, Dillard Drive and North Sharon Amity Road be examined by staff and
that as quickly as possible they give us some information about costs and
other matters on these two pathways. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Gantt.

Councilman WhittingtOn stated, Council 'should be on record today with a prio/rity,
and that, t!).e ,Urst, prio:rity should be for the bike paths that were recommended
by staff which is inside the City. He will not vote for the motion unless
that is added.

Councilman Short stated he wants to include both because the purpose of the
study is to make it possible to evaluate them.

Councilwoman Locke requested that staff ask ;for input ,from Mr. }fcLaughlin.!

The vote was taken on the motion and carried as follows:

YEAS:
NAYS:

COjlnci1members Short, Gantt, Harris, Locke, Hi11iams and Withrow.
Councilman I~ittington.

Mr. Burkhalter stated this is going to take a long time to do Hickory Grove
Road; it took months to do the one out to the University; they had to find'
the right of way /lnd who owns the r:Lght of way.

Councilman Gantt stated he is concet:J\~d about the' amount' of time; that he
,does not want this to drag out another year. ,Couricillllan vlhittington stateCi
it has already taken three years, and now we have ariewtrai1 that we are
going to work on.

He stated he is not talking about going into any detailed engineering
study of that particular path from Harris Boulevard all the way to u~..u.uu

Drive. Councilman Short stated he is a little surprised at the comment
here because it seems to him we had three plans all evaluated within a
period of just a few weeks; one was along the railroad tracks; one was
along 29/49 and one was along the Old Concord Road, both sides of the
street. If that is not accurate, some how-or other within a tnatter of a
few weeks, we had comments on the feasibility aud considerable detai1'on
three plans.

Mr. Burkhalter replied )1e will do whatever they say. He just wants to
know what Council wants to do. The only way to know_ what it will cost is
to get a design; the 1'\l1e of thumb has been used already.

Councilman Harris stated we would have had that work done-before the'bond
referendum. We voted on this same area. Would we not 'have had some idea
of the cost? Mr. Burkhalter replied yes; that was $205,000 but it was baLSe,d
on unit cost only.
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Councilman Whittington stated he thinks. someone will remember that someone
set a price of $750,000 on this ~ike trail to the University; that Mr. McLaughlin
was one of the people who came and objected to what was recommended by the
Planning Commission.

Councilman Whittington movedthat Council approve this bike path here today
as recommended by Mr. Corbett, the Planning Commission, and these young,
people, and that staff bring back to CQuncil, as quickly as possible,~ the
cost and then go ahead on the bike path as recommended by all these agencies.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Harris.

Councilman Williams requested that the motion include that theconstructiort
start on the east side. Councilman Whitt:t.ngton and CooncilmanHarris accepted
the amendment. . .

During the further discussion, the City Attorney was asked how this motion
would affect the first motion which has been passed? Mr. Underhill replied
the effect of. the passage of the second motion would be. to set priorities
for the Manager, and the effectof·it would be to negate the'portion of
Mr, Short's motion that would seem;o require equal study of b~th paths
before presentation. Councilman Gantt stated he will support the motion
but he does not think they would put any more powers on the people studying
this particular project in terms of saying which side of town it should
begin on. After discussion, it was decided that the amendment'was not
necessary at this time so it was deleted from the motion.

The vote was taken on the motion, and carried unanimously.

Councilman Withrow stated if we are serious about bicycle paths as a mode
of transportation in the future, he cannot see in our planning where we
are bUilding a thoroughfare from Randolph Road to Sardis, all the way in
to the center of the City, why do we not put a bicycle path there if we
are serious. If we are serious, then we should do some planning.

Mr. Burkhalter stated weare buildingbikewalks on all of these roads. They
are ramped, and they have sidewalks and they are all usable for bicycles.
They are not called,bicycle paths. They are five feetwide sidewalks. We
are building what in our lingo is call, bike paths, and they do serve this
purpose•. If Council wants something different, they should tell them now
because it requires additional right of way and a lot of other expense.
All of these ones we are building now have these features.

LITTLE ROCK A.M.E. ZION CHURCH SELECTED AS DEVELOPER OF BLOCK NO. N,'PARCEL
NO.1, IN THE, FIRST WARD URBAN RENEWAL PROJECT •.

Motion was made by Councilman Harris, and seconded by CounCilman Whittington
to approve the selection of'Litt1e Rock A.M.E. Zion Church, a non-profit
organization, as developer of Block No.N., Parcel No.1, in the First Ward
Urban Renewal Project, and authorized the Director of Community Development
Department to negotiate the sale of this property with the Church.

Reverend W. M~ White, Minister of .the Church, stated the Little. Rock'congre
gation has been committed to remaining in the F:f,rst Ward -area for the 'past
several years in view of the fact that the church 'was established in the
area in 1884 and.wasmoved and built in the local community in 1907 and
in its local setting in 1911.
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The present membership consists of 550 adults, 90 to 100 youth and 150
children, and the membership is growing rapidly on all levels. They pre
dict the membership grDwth.will double within the next eight to ten years.
The congregation is highlymotivatea with a genuine spirit of love and unity.
They are particularly interested.in the property between McDowell and Myer~

Streets; Eighth and Seventh Streets. It is their belief that this parcel
of land will afford ample space for the proposed new facility and adequate
parking. They have retained the services of the Clinton B. Gowdly, and
Associates of Gree~sboro, N. G•. Architects; they. have completed the pre
liminary drawi~gs of the whole facility and:these draWings have been ap
proved by the Board of Trustees and the membership of the Church. The budget
for the complete facility is $1,126,000~ .At this time, they have enough in
their budget to help begin in a very substantial and tangible manner. They
have paid money in terms of architectural fees, and other things that have
been necessary. They have great.prospects for. the approval of. loans, hope
fully in the local community. They have the full backing and support of
the AME Zion connection and its financial department, which has at least
a $,200,000,000 budget, so they are.not alone.

The architect thel:l,explained the plans for the church. He stated the new
facility will face McDowell Street; they will have entrances on McDowell,
Myers and Eighth Streets. The building is designed with the sancturay
section, educational portion and administrative wing with a porch built
between the two areas. Most of the parking will be off Myers Street, with
some off McDowell Street. The.~ntrance to the facility woul~be where they
enter off Eighth Street from the Parking area. They propose to use white
brick, pre-tested concrete panels and bronze metal roof. They will have
fac,ilities for the handicapped, . parking faciliti!ls ,ramps, and soforth.

Dr. C. D. Rippy, Member of the Congregation,stated h!lwished he had the
power to transmit the kind of enthusiasm that the Little Rock members have
at this time about getting this property and building this church. They
are sure if they get the property they can put on the king of program in
that area that would make. Charlotte proud. They have people in their
congregation, some of them here today, such as Mr. David Hunter, Vice
President of Central Piedmont Community .College; Miss Wilson, Social
Service Committee, and many others who have pledged themselves that
they will give their time and services to. work on a kind of social proli\ram 
social, religious and spiritual program - that will make Charlotte proud.
He stated they are sold on this, and hope they can sell the City on it,
and they are.. ready to go out and make Charlotte the kind of safe place
everyone wants it to be.

Mr. Sawyer, Director of Community Development, stated under the North
Carolina Urban Redevelopment Law you can negotiate sales to non-profit
institutions operating fOr certain purposes. Religion is one of those
purposes. He stated Council is not .asked today to approve the sale of this
prop!lrty; they are asked to reserve this Property for .this church, and then
eventually after the details are worked out, he will come back to Council
and ask that a date.for public hearing be set, and. then recommend that the
sale be approved. He stated they have been working with this church and
its members for a long time. At present they have a church located right
across Myers Street from thil;Lsite, the Little Rock AIlE Zion Church. He
is talking about the block bou~ded by North McDowell, Seventh Street, Ilyers
and Eighth Streets. This is a full block of property just across Myers
Street from the present church. There are other churches in the area who
wish to remain in the area, but he feels there is enough land to go around,
and he is recommending that Council reserve this site for this church, and
authorize him to negotiate the details that .they need·to negotiate and
bring a recommeneation to Council· ·for a f1nal sale.

The vote was taken on the motion; and carried unanimou~ly.



August 25, 1975
Minute Book 62 - Page 205

Councilman Whittington asked for a status report on the houses that are to
be preserved in this area? Mr; Satil)'errepliedthey are moving on those;
they are getting further estimates and.one is out for bids. Thathewill
be glad to bring a full report to CounCil. Councilman Whittingtonstated'
all of Coun cit is -vitally concerned '. about the preservation oJ: these homes,
and people getting back.tn them; As has been stated before, destruction
is pretty rapid down there.

AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF AN LEAA GRANT APPLICATION 'ON
BEHALF OF THE RELATIVES DEFERRED UNTIL SEPTEMBER 8.

Councilman Whitting stated he has a conflict of interest on this matter,
and he asked that he be allowed to-abstain from voting.-

Councilman Harris moved that Councilman Whittington be excused from the
vote. The motion was seconded by Councilm-an Withrow, and carried -uI,aIllrr,oulsly.

Councilwoman Locke moved that the subjeCt resolution for a grant
in the amount of $29,092.00 be deferred until September 8. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Harris, and carried by the follot~ing vote:

205

YEAS:
NAYS:

Councilmembers Locke, -- Gantt, Harris, -Short, Williams and -Withrow •.
None.

Councilman Whittington abstained from voting ..

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 'IRE FILING OF THE PRELUIINARY APPLICATION WITH THE
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, U. S. OF AMERICA FOR OPERATING ASSISTANCE
FUNDS uNDER SECTION 5 OFTRE URBAN ~lASS TRANSPORTATION ACT OF 1964.

motion of Council~anWhittington,seconded by Councilman Williams,
and unanimously carried, the $ubjectresolutiont<as adopted authorizing
the filing of the preliminary application with the Department of Trans
portation, U. S. of 'America, for operating assistance funds under Section
5 of the Urban Mass Transportation Act of 1964,as amended November -26,

The resolution is recorded in full-in Resolutions Book II, at Page 59.

CONTRACT BETWEEN THE CITY AND THE CHARLOTTE AUDITORIUM-COLISEUM-CIVIC
CENTER AUTHORITY PROVIDING FOR THE TRANSFER OF GENERAL REVENUE SHARING
FUNDS FROM THE CITY TO THE AUTHORITY PROVIDING FOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
TO THE CIVIC CENTER.

Motion t<as made by Councilman SHort, seconded by Councilman Whittington,and
imolisly carried, approvillll a contract- bett<een the- City and the Charlotte
Auditorium-ColiseUlll-Civic Center Authori-ty,e: in the amount of $63,000,
providing for the transfer of GeneialRevenue Sharing Funds from the 'City
to the Authority for physical improvements- at the Civic Centerlwhichlin-
eluded a portable commuriications system, dressing-rooms, installation of
refrigeration system, lighting improvements and related physical improve
ments to the Center.

CONTRACT WITH CONSOER,TOWNSENn&ASSOCIATES FOR CERTAIN PUBLIC WORKS
PROJECTS, AUTHORIZED.

The -subj ect contract for engineering services, 'in an -amount not to exceed
$200,000 for certain public- works projects to-be funded under the Community
Development Program Act was presented for Council's consideration.
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Councilman Short asked how this firm was selected? Mr. Sawyer, Director
of Community Development, ~eplied s.ometimeago .whEln they were getting into
the prQgram, they interviewed a number of.engineering firms with thec;l.pa
bility of providing the planning, the environmental assessment and the
engineering needs of the program; They interviewed four firms at that
time, none of which were local; Consoer, Townsend &Associates, Hensley
Schmidt Associates, Wilbur Smith & Associates and Eric Hill and Associates.
They recommended to Council and Council approved two firms;. Eric Hill
Associates and Hensley Schmidt Associates to work together to do the environ
mental assessment work and the planning work.

Mr. Sawyer stated Consoer, Townsend &Associates is the firm that he and
Mr. Hopson agreed upon to recommend to Council for the engineering services!.
One of the considerations. was the.amount of work that other firms, both
local and out of town, had with the City. .This is the firm which has no
active contract at this time; however" it .was the engineer of the firm that
did .the work on the Randolph Road Improvement Project. The Publi.c Works
Department has.been assigned the responsibility of providing the engineering
services and the provision of construction fo~ all the public improvements
in the Community Development Program.

He stated .this.firm will have a wide· range of. services including engineering
studies, survey work, des:i,gn work, engineering design work and soforth.It
does not mean this firm automatically has all of the work. It has the work
that the Engineering Department assigns to it in connection with the progra~.

That Mr. Hopson has stated it is .the intent of his Department to do most
of the work, or as much of the work as possible. But both he and Mr. Hopson
realize that the community Development Program issupposedto be a fast paced
program. We are mov.ing:lt as fast as we can, and~e may need the engineering
services of this firm ·as Mr •.Hopson 's staff may be. too .tied up to do it.

Councilman Gantt stated while this say~not to exceed $2.00,000, we are. likely
to come right up to that amount. AlsQ it seems Mr. Hopson's staff is going
tQ do a lQt of the work. This gQes back to the original criticism he had
of the program; that $200,000 is going.to be spent. for consulting services
in this area, along with the expense attributable to the City staff to do
more engineering for what amounts to about $7.0 million worth of public
improvements. Calculated on a scale that comes to about five, six·or seven
percent for administration. He stated he is hoping that we can look for
ways to limit the cost to keep down the cost of the administration end of
this program, and qeliver as much of these services to the people in terms
of deliverable goods.. He is· just not-sure that much of the work ¢annot be
done in Mr. Hopson's Department and that by dealing ..with small firms on an
as needed basis that we do not spend $200,000.

Mr. Hopson, Public Works Director, stated there is only one firm available
in Charlotte and that is w~itehead; that.~itehead has the Kings Drive
Project, Tyvola Toad and some other projects for the State here ~n the area~

He stated they are trying to spread the work around with these firms that
are qualified. That the $200,000 is just a figure; they hope it will nQt
come even close to that, but .this is an outside figure. Since .the.se road
projects are nearing an end and they will be under construct~on they hope
the City staff can handle quite a bit of the work and deal with the neighbor
hoods as the construction is underway. Hensley-Schmidt is doing the environ
mental impact work and some of the work with the.neighborhoodand they are
doing a very fine job in that field. They wanted thiS firm on the board
so they could start setting in with the Hensley Schmidt .group, with the
neighborhood groups and others to get the mel of the problems and to help
us as we need it. The City will do the minor work suchas.sidewalks. When
it comes to the major street projects, major engineering projects, then Consoer,
Townsend can do it. These will be primarily street projects.
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Councilman Harris stated he has raised this question before. That this
is giving a blank check. This has nothing to~do with getting involved
in questioning you or your staff members'decision, but he thinks~it is
incumbent on Council in the whole 'CDRS area. That a few weeks ago there
was a similar thing and 'we approved a blanket amount of money for a project,
and there is no recall back to Council on the expenditure, ,and he was told
at that time, of the funds as they were allocated. This project is large,
and it is important that these projects be broken down specifically and
they say that engineering work is needed on this, this and this. That it
is important that Council approve this money for this project sofhat it
has a feel for it.

Mr. Hopson replied there isa three year aeadline facing us. That~sta:ff

will be happy to give a monthly report to CounCil, ~whatever they request
of the Manager. These areas are spread throughout the city, there are
eight of them. That we intend to use staff first - it will be the front
line. Councilman Harris stated again he does not like, the idea of giving
a blank check from the~standpoint of services and we do not have to put
this out for bids. Mr. Hopson replied -it is almost a bid; they discussed
this with the three or four firms and the rates and thing and this is the
best. The only firm large enough in Charlotte to do the work is Whitehead
and Associates, and they have several city jobs at the present time. He
stated he would come back to Council with a full report on~just exactly
what they are doing just as soon as they get these people on board. That
we need their help to help staff do this. That we are~ot going to over
spend this $200,000; that he does not believe we are going to even come

to it; but we had to have some figure.

Councilman Gantt suggested that $150 ,000 be used. Mr. Hopson replied
that is all right with him. This firm did agree they would not charge
any expenses, and 'this makes them equivalent to an intown firm. Council
man Whittington suggested that this be approved without using a figure.
Mr. Underhill, City Attorne~, replied there has~to be some consideration
stated in the agreement.

Mr •. Burkhalter, City Manager stated that everything they design, every
thing they do has to come back to Council be-fore awarding the bid. Council
man Harris asked if Council will be able to approve the contracts - in other
words, every dollar that is spent? Mr. Bur~halter~replied every-dollar
is spent under this contract.

Motion was made by Councilwoman Locke, seconded by Councilman Harris, and
unanimously carried, awarding~contract toConsoer, Townsend &Associates
for certain public works projects under the CDRS.

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF CHARLOTTE AND MECKLENBURG COUNTY GIVING
WIDE JURISDICTION TO SPECIFIED UNITS OR OFFICERS OF THE CHARLOTTE POLICE
DEPARTMENT, APPROVED.

Motion was made by Councilman Williams, seconded ~by 'Councilman Harris, and
unanimously-carried approving the following units or-positions for county
wide jurisiiction:

1. Field operation division~commander.

2. Field operation division'bureau commanders.
3. Team commanders.
4. Team sergeants;
5. Team~investigators.

6. School resource 'officers.
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7. Tacticalol'erations."
a. Criminal investigations- section'.
b. Special investigations section.
c. Helicopter unit.
d. "Criminal Intelligence unit.

8. Crime Lab.
9. County wide jurisdiction to Charlotte Police Officers.

a. When requested to assist the County Police Department in an emergency.
b. When hot pursuit resulting from crime committed inside city leads

officer into county.

RESOLU'TION AUTHORIZING THE REFUND OF CERTAIN TAXES IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,719.30
WHICH WERE LEVIED AND COLLECTED THROUGH CLERICAL ERROR AGAINST FIVE TAX
ACCOUNTS, ADOPTED.

Upon motion of Councilman Withrow, seconded by Councilman Short, and
unanimously carried, a resolution authorizing the refund of certain taxes
in the a~ount of $3,719.30, which were levied and collected through cleri~al

error against five tax accounts, was adopted.

The resolution is recorded in full in Resolutions Book 11, at Page 61.

LEASE":AGREEMENT- BETWEEN THE CITY OF CHARLOTTE, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPART
MENT AND THE WESTSIDE PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATES, LTD;-, FOR 1,616 SQUARE FEE'l'
IN THE EAST INDEPENDENCE PLAZA FOR A TERM OF THREE YEARS, BEGINNING AUGUST I,
1975 AND ENDING JYLY 31, 1978, AT AN ANNUAL COST OF $9,696, OR $808.00 PER
MONTH FOR THE THRj;;E YEAR PERIOD, APPROVED.

Motion was made by Councilwan Gantt and seconded by Councilman Withrow to
approve a Lease-igreementbetween the City of Charlotte, Community Develop
mentDepartment arid The Westside Professional Associates, LTD, for 1,616
square feet in the East Independence-Plaza for a term of three years,
beginning August 1\ 1975 and ending July-31, 1978, "at an annual cost of
$9,696, or $808.00 per month for the three year period.

Councilman Harris asked Why this bUilding is selected at six dollars a
square foot? Mr. Sawyer, Director of Community Development, replied this
is the same space that Medco was using. We now have the community organi-t
zation for Economic Development Unit, which is essentially the sameopera~

tion that Medco had, and they were located here, and it is recommended
that we lease the same space. -That the Economic Advisory Staff will be
located" here. Councilman Harris asked-if there is no other space avail
able in other buildings we have? Mr. Sawyer replied there is some other
space but it is not as well located, or it is not as well arranged. The
staff has been occuping this since Au~ust I as they had no other place to
go.

The vote was taken on the motion, and carried as follows:

YEAS:
NAYS:

Councilmembers Gantt, .iithrow, Locke, Short, and Whittington.
Councilmembers Harris and Williams.
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AUTHORIZATION FOR ADVERTISING THE SALE AND REMOVAL OF ONE BRICK RANCH
STYLE HOUSE, CITY OWNED PROPERTY, FROM THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF .SHOFTON
ROAD AND BEAM ROAD, 2800 BEAM ROAD, APPROVED.

Upon motion of Councilman Short, seconded by Councilwoman Locke and
approved, authorization for adverti~ the sale and removal of one brick
ranch style house, city owned property, from the northeast corner of Shopton
Road and Beam Road, 2800 Beam Road, approved.

ENCROACHMENT AGREEMENTS AUTHORIZED.

Motion was made by Councilwoman Locke, seconded by Councilman Williams,
and unanimously carried, approving the following encroachmentagre~ments:

(a) Agreement with the North Carolina Department of Transportation.pe,rmL~cc~ng

the City to construct an 8-inch sanitary sewer line within the right
of way of Ottawa Lane.

(b) Agreement with the North C~rolina Department of Transportation per
mitting the City to construct an 8-inch fire line crossing East
Independence Boulevard, northwest of Margaret Wallace Road.

(c) Agreement with Independence Square Associates granting the landowner
the right to encroach on portions of the City's right of way for the
purpose of constructing sidewalk surface finishescomp!,sed.of 8" x 8"
carnelian·. broken edgoa granite blocks., a decorativ<a material.

ACQUISITION OF EASEMENT AT 6100 & 6200 BLOCK OF FARM POND LANE, FROM .FOUR
SEASONS III APT. CO., FOR CAMPBELL CREEK OUTFALL SANITARY SEwER.

Motion was made by Councilman Short, seconded by Councilman Whittingtori ,
and unanimously carried, a,pproving the acquisition ota }O' x.965.63' e
easement at6100 & 6200 block of Farm Pond La~e, from. Four Seasons III
Apt. Co., at $1,170.00, for Campbell Creek Outfall Sanitary Sewer •..

PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS AUTHORIZED.

Upon motion of Councilman Short, seconded by Councilman Hithrow, and
unanimously carried, the following property transactions were authorized:

(a) Right of Way agreement for 30'x 3,408.66'of property, at 1701
Stoneyridge Roai, from Pine Isla,nd Country Club, Inc., at $15,000,·
for Sanitary Sewer to serve Long Creek Outfall.

(b) Acquisition of 15' x 276.49'· of easement, at 3500 block of Carolina
Avenue (unopened), from Realty Syndicate, Inc. for Sanitary Sewer to
serve Jason Street, Carlotta Street and Connelly Circle.

(c) Acquisition of 15' x 2,114.80' of easement, at 6800 Dwightware
Boulevard (off Albemarle Road), from The Westminister Company, at
$1.00, for Sanitary Sewer to serVe Eastwoods, .Se<:1;ion I. .
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(d) Option on 9.16' x 296.68' xI8.87' x 312.34' of property, 4.56
acres southwest side of Randolph-Road, from E. C. Griffith Company,

_at$2,{)00, for Randolph Road Widening.

(e) Option-oli 4.18'- x 220;00' x 29;22' x 32.75' x 200.34' of property,
pl'us construction easement , at 439 -Wendover Road (corner of Randolph
Road), fiom'Sidney Kosch and wife; Gertrude G., at $1,000, for
Randolph Road Widening.

(f) Option on--55' x 130' x 55' x 130'- <>f -property, at 800 E.16th Street,
from W. C. Wallace, et ux, Yurika G., at $1,850.00, for Irwin-Sugar
Cieek Park· Phase II.

(g) Acquisition of 4.95' 'X 18.43' -x 6.98' x 18.63' of drainase easement,
at 460l-Shamrock Drive,fron Ida Moore Alexander, (single), at
$100.00, for Sharon Amity Road Widening.

(h)

(i)

(j)

Option on 6.00' x 109.59' x 6.00' x 109.56' of property, at 4321
North Sharon Amity Road, from Carl Joyce-Williams and wife, Ada V.,
at $750.00, for Sharon Amity Road Widening - Section III.

Right of Way Agreement on 10' x 8.5' x 12.89' of property, at
Southeast Corner East Fifth Street and Hawthorne Lane, from Presby
terian Hospital,'at $1.00, for Proposed Right of Way East Fifth
Street at Hawthorne Lane~

Option on 33.48' x 200.00' x 33.29' X 200.13' of property, plus
construction easement, at 301 Remount Road, from G. Howard Webb
and wife, Louise K., at $15,000, for Remount Road Widening.

(k) Right of Way Agreement on I' x 25' of property at 428 E. Kingston
Avenue, from Harry Fisher Porter, Jr'., at $1. OQ, for Dilworth NAP -I.

MAYOR-LEAVES CHAIR.

Mayor Belk left the Chair at this time, and Mayor pro tem Whittington
presided during his absence.

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONDEMNATION PROCEEDINGS FOR ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY
BELONGING TO THOMPSON ORPHANAGE.

Councilman Short moved adoption of a resolution authorizing condemnation
proceedings for the acquisition of property belonging to Thompson Orphanage
located at 1111 East Third Street in the City of Charlotte for the purpose
of establishing a Park, Playground and/or Recreational Area. The motion
was seconded by Councilwoman Locke.
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Councilman Gantt stated he asked about the availability of funds for ac
quisition of the park on the northwest side of town, and it was .pointed
out that we have a million dollars funded for land acquisition of which
we have lent the Public Hous~qg A'ItlloJ;ity s01!le .~ff,o.Q"qoo ;thisleJI: about
$777 ,000 in the Pllblic I,,,,nli A.Mui,sition F'I'lG·. jJja asked if we enter con
demnation proceedings do we put pp !t,,?r~~iI.~te},y$?O(),.OQO o.:f thl~ .$77'l~000
for the purpose of acquiring this property-fronlthe Thomp,;;on Orphanage?
Mr. Burkhalter, City Manager, replied the procedure would b.e to put down
the amount of money.that our appraisal price was. Hr. Underh::l.11,C.ity'
AttorneY,stated you have to deposit your estimate of fair market value
based'upon two appraisals.

Councilman Gantt stated he concludes· the Council has already said. they
want to apply this in some 'previous action? Councilman Short replied
that is right; that he believes it was the '73 or '74 general revenue
sharing.

Councilman Harris asked if there is any way to make sure this is main
tainedas a green area? Councilman Short replied this will do it.
Mr. Burkhalter stated he would say' the best way and only way is to buy
it. Councilman Harris stated we are buying it; but he means in the future
if someone wants to build a parking lot or a city office building or
anything else they could do it. His point is, if there is any way to
make sure that this is maintained as a green area. Councilman Gantt
stated Council has already voted it as an historic property. Councilman
Harris stated there are four acres of land that could be developed into
anything.

Councilman Gantt stated it makes sense for· the city to have some control
over the use of the land. Ihat he thinks it would be a great'place to
have a park; on the other hand the only objection is that. we have so
many demands allover town for parks and there is only $1.0 million
in Public Land Acquisition funds and we eat up probably 60 p,"r.c~n.t of it
when we finished. with this 'particular site, he questions wh~~lcr or. not
we settled wiselv witt, the funds we have. .

Councilman Short stated this would be an assist to the freeway, an assist
to Central Piedmont and an assist to the public in general. It is well
worth it and will not penalize other park development.. Couuc.:L.b"n Gantt
stated he is going to'vote for the motion because a previous c?uncil de
cided this was something of value, and he does see the value of a park
in that location; but it points up that we should do something in the
future about increasing funds to buy up park land. Ihat he can see
objections from northwest Charlotte, northeast Charlotte and otherylaces
where people feel we should be spending money on parks for their children
to have more access ·to them.'

Ihe vote was taken on the motion, and carried unanimously.

Ihe resolution is recorded in full in Resolutioas Book II, at Page 63.

MAYOR BELKREIURNS IO IHE MEEUNG.

Mayor Belk returned to the meeting at this time and presi~ed.
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RESOLUTIONS AUTHORIZING COUDEIINATION PROCEEDI!~GS FOR VARIOUS PROJECTS.

Upon motion of Councilman Whittington, seconded by Councilman Short, and
unanimously carried, a resolution was adopted authorizing condemnation
proceedings for "the acquisition of the remainder of the property belonging
to Nick D. Kaperonis and wife, Pearl N. Kaperonis; Robert A. Hovis,
and Cole Properties, Inc., located at 301 West Trade Street in the City
of Charlotte for the Poplar Street Widening Project.

The resolution is recorded in full in Resolutions Book 11, at Page 64.

Motion was made by Councilman Gantt, seconded by Councilman Short,and u
nanimously carried, adopting a resolution authorizing condemnation pro
ceedings for the acquisition of property belonging to J. R. Renfrow, Jr.
and wife, MyrtleP. Renfrow; Helen R. London and husband, John London;
Nina R. Wiggins (widow); George N. Wilson (widower); George N. Wilson, Jr.
and Wife, Celeste R. Wilson; John R. Wilson and wife, Suzanne R. Wilson;
J. R. Renfrow, Jr., Trustee, and Wife, Myrtle P. Renfrow; and Helen R.
London, Tr1,Jstee, and husband, John London, located on Sardis Road North
at Monroe Road in the City of Charlotte for the Sanitary Sewer to serve
Sardis Oaks S1,Jbdivision Project. .

The resolution is"recorded in full in Resolutions Book 11, at Page 65.

Councilman Whittington moved adoption of a resolution authorizing con
demnation proceedings for theacquisiti6n of property belonging to Jack
Harold Mattox (Minor); Jeanette Elizabeth Mattox; John Raymond Mattox;
and James Ormand Mattox, Jr., located at 1101 Wendover Road (corner of
Randolph Road and Wendover Road) in the City of Charlotte for the Randolph
Road Widening Project. The motion was seconded by Councilman Short and
carried unanimously.

The resolution is recorded in f1,Jll in Resolutions Book 11, at Page 66.

STREETS TAKEN OVER FOR CONTINUOUS MAnlTENANCE BY THE CITY.

Motion was made by Councilman Withrow, seconded by Councilwoman Locke,
and unanimously carried, approving the follOWing streets for maintenanCe
by the City:

(a) Delta Road, from Lawyers Road to 100 feet south of Baraway Drive.
(b) Baraway Drive, from Delta Road to 250 feet west.
(c) Planter's Place, from LaSalle Street to 890 feet south.
(d) Kingstree Drive, "from Old Reid Road to end, 1400 feet west.
(e) Patrick Place, from Old Reid Road to Kingstree Drive.
(f) Longford Court, from Patrick Place to end, 140 feet north.
(g) Frederick Place, from Kingstree Drive to 130 feet south.
(h) Hillock Court, from Strangford Avenue to ~OO feet east.
(i) Strangford Avenue, from 192 feet south of Langley Road to

945 feet south.

ORDINANCES ORDERING THE REMOVAL OF~mEDS, GRASS, TRASH AND BRUSH FROM
PROPERTIES IN THE CITY.

Motion was made by Councilman Harris, seconded by Councilman Short, and
1,JUanimously carried, adopting the following ordinances:

Ordinance No. 825-X ordering the removal of weeds and grass from vacant
lot between 3921 and 3933 Plainview Drive and adjacent to vacant lot at
3928 Plainview Drive.
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Ordinance No. 826-X ordering the removal of brush and trash at 2125
Yadkin Avenue.

Ordinance No. 827-X ordering the removal of weeds and grass from vacant
lot at corner ,of Tarrywood Lane and Auburndale Road.

Ordinance No., 828-X ordering the removal of weeds and grass from vacant
lot adjacent to 3025 Simpson Drive.

Ordinance No. 829-X ordering the removal of weedS arid grass act 1101
Sedgefield Road.

Ordinance No. 830-X ordering the removal of weeds and grass at 2200
Yadkin Avenue.

Ordinance ,No. 831-X orderi.ng the removal of weeds and grass at 216 Mill
Road.

Ordinance No. 832-X ordering the removal of weeds and grass from vacant
lot adjacent to 2006 Russell Street.

Ordinance No. 833-Xordering the removal of weeds and grass from vacant
lot adjacent to 409 Wake Street.

Ordinance No. 834..X ordering the removal of weeds and grass from vacant
lot adjacent to 723 East 17th Street.

Ordinance No. 835-X ordering the removal of weeds ,and grass at 1205
South Church Street.

Ordinance No. 836-X ordering the removal of weeds and grass from vacant
lot adjacent t03040 Ridge Avenue.

Ordinance No. 837-X ordering the removal of weeds and gra'ss at 2000
Barringer Drive.

Ordinance No. 838-X ordering the removal of weeds and grass from vacant
lot adjacent to 518 East Boulevard.

Ordinance No. 839-X ordering the removal of weeds and grass from vacant
lots at corner of Grafton and Albeinar1eltoad.

The ordinances are recorded in full in Ordinance Book 22, beginning at
Page 307, and, ending at Page 321.

ORDINANCES AFFECTING HOUSING DECtARED "UNFIT", FOR HUHAN lIABITATION.

Upon motion of Councilman Harris, seconded by Councilman Whittington, and
unanimously ca,rr'ied, the following ordinances were adopted affecting
housing declared "unfit" .for human habitation:

Ordinance No. 840-X ordering the demolition and removal of unoccupied
dwelling at 2257 Blanton Street.

Ordinance No. 841-X ordering the unoccupied dwelling at 3510 Avalon
Avenue to be closed.

Ordinance No.,842-X ordering ,the occupied dwelling at.2438 Columbus
Circle to be vacated.andclosed.

Ordinance No. 843~X ordering the occupied dwelling at 4018 Oakwood Road
to be vacated and 'closed.

Ordinance No. 844-X ordering the unoccupied dwelling at 306 Katonah
Avenue to be closed.

The ordinances are recorded in full in Ordinance Book 22 ,beginning at
Page 322.
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PHASE II AND PHASE III OF PROPOSED' SIDE1~ALK CONSTRUCTION WITH 1975 BOND
FUNDS APPROVED.

Motion was made by Councilman Short, and seconded by Councilwoman Locke,
to approve Phase II and Phase III of proposed sidewalk construction with
1975 bond funds, as recommended by the Public Works Depar~ment.

Council was advised the list includes 63 locations for a total of
mately 22 miles of sidewalks; 43 serve schools directly, and four serve
parks directly, and the remainder serve high volume streets With strong
evidence of heavy pedestrian traffic f~eding into shopping aieas, public
housing, medical facilities and commercial 'areas. '

Councilman Williams stated he would l1ke to urge that the sidewalks to
serve the Archdale Drive housing sites be done at some point. Mr.
Public Works Director, stated they are working with the Housing Authority
on this to see where their portion comes to, and they will pick up from
there. The City Manager stated he is very aware of Council f s desires on
this, and they are keeping on top of it.

, ,

The vote was taken on'the motion, and carried unanimously.

WATER AND SEWER CONTRACTS, APPROVED.

Motion was made 'by Councilman Whittington, seconded by Councilwoman
Locke, and unanimously carried to approve the following water and sewer
contracts:

(a) Contract with Horace H. Pittman, for 245* linear feet of 8" sanitary
sewer to serve Albemarle Road and Reddman Road (}lachovia Bank), in
side the City Limits at estimated cost of $3,980.00. The applicant
will construct the entire system at their own proper cost and ex
pense. The City is to own, maintain, and operate said system and
retain all revenue. There is no cost to the City,-and no funds
are needed.

(b) Contract with George and Eddie Salem, for 230 linea~ feet of 8"
sanitary sewer to serve 4322 Central Avenue .inside the City Limits,
at an estimated cost of $3,850.00. The applicant has deposited 10%
of the estimated construction, cost. ,The remaining 90% will be de
posited by the applicant before construction by City forces. No
funds are needed from the City.

(c) Contract with Nisbet Oil Company, for 300± linear feet of 8"
sanitary sewer to serve Farmhurst Drive at Nations Ford Road, in
side the City Limits, at an estimated cost, of $3,970.00. The
applicant has deposited 10%;8f the estimated construction cost.
The remaining 90% will be deposited by the applicant before con
struction by City forces. Refund to the applicant is as per agree
ment. No funds are needed from the City.

(d) Contract with Investment Mortgage Company for 3,020 feet· of 8"
C. I. Water ~lain, 4,080 feet of 6" C.r. water main and six (6)
fire hydrants to serve Quail Hollow 'Subdivision, outside the City
Limits, at an estimated cost of $54,000.00. The applicant has
deposited $5,400.00 which repres~~tslO% of the estimatedconstruc
tion cost; the remainder will'~~,ElPositedby the applicant upon
completion of the project. li!o/!!l!meY will be needed from the city.
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CONTRACT AWARDED PALMER'S RO\?AN STATIONERS, INC., FOR CITY .AUTOMOBILE
LICENSE DECALS.

Co·un,~iJlm~ln Whittington moved award of contract to the low bidder, Palmer's
Rowan Stationers, Inc., in the~mount of $5,563·on a unit price basis for
city automobile license decals, which ~otion ·was seconded by Councilwoman
Locke, and unanimously carried.

The following bids were received:
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Palmer's Rowan Stationers, Inc.
Weldon, Williams & Lick, lnc.
Trans-Mark, Inc.
Minnesota Mining & Mfg. Co.

$ 5,563.00
6,070.87
9,860.00

13,090.00

CONTRACT AWARDED CROWDER CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, FOR KINGS DRIVE RELOCA.TION

Upon motion of Councilman Withrow, .sec.onded by Councilman WhittIngton,
and unanimously carried, contract was awarded to the tow bidder, Crowder
Construction Company, in the amount of $1,939,904.80, on a lump sum and
unit price basis for Kings Drive Relocation.

The following bids were received:

Crowder Construction Company
T. A. Sherrill Construction Co.,Inc.
F. T. Williams
Rea Construction Company

$1,939,904.80
2,032;898.38
2,077,362.12
2,104,309.90

CONTRACT AWARDED PARKE CONSTRUCTION COMPANY FOR GENERAL CONTRACT FOR
CHARLOTTE POLICE AND FlRE-T~INING ACliDEMY.

11otion was made -by Councilman Whittington, and seconded by Councilman
Short to award contract to the low bidder, Parke Construction Company, in
the amount of $454,500.00, for general contract for Charlotte Police and
Fire Training Academy.

The vote was taken on the motion and carried by the following vote:

YEAS:
NAYS;

Councilmembers Whittington, Short, Gantt and Locke.
Councilmembers Harris,Williams and Withrow.

The following bids were received:

Parke Construction Company
Laxton Construction Company
F. 1'1 •. Thompson, Inc.
Myers & Chapman, Inc.
Reynolds & Sons Construction Company
Moretti Construction Company
Rodgers Builders, Inc.
Grant Construction Company
Gray R. Boone Construction Company
Price &Hill Contractor
S. C. Hondros & Assoc.
R. H. Wheatley Company
Blythe & Isenhour, Inc.

$454,500.00
463,300.00
463,420.0Q
465,+14.00
465,636.00
472,770.00
474,296.00
474,825.00
487,600.00
487,918.00
497,804.00
501,250.00
~08,705.00
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CONTRACT AWARDED TO!1PKINS-JOHNSTON COMPANY FOR PLlJ}!BING CONTRACT FOR
CHARLOTTE POLICE AND FIRE TRAINING ACADEMY.

Co~cilman Whittington ~oved award of contract to the low bidder,
Johnston Company, in the amount of $29,449.00, for plumbing contract for
Charlotte Police and Fire Training ~ademy, which motion was seconded by
Councilwoman Locke, and carded by the following vote: .

YEAS:
NAYS:

Councilmembers Whittington, Locke, Gantt and Short.
Councilmembers Harris, Williams and Withrow.

The following bids were received:

Tompkins-Johnston Company
Gastonia Plumbing Company
Rea Brothers, Inc.
Shanklin Air Conditioning, Inc.
Acme Plumbing Company
J. V. Andrews Company
Mecklenburg Plumbing
Sullivan Plumbing Company

$29,449.00
36,640.00
38,835.00.
42,600.00
44,885.00
49,600.00
50,824.00
52,200.00

CONTRACT AWARDED ADAMS HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING COMPANY FOR MECHANI
CAL CONTRACT FOR CHARLOTTE POLICE AND-FIRE TRAINING ACADEMY.

Upon motion of Council~n Whittington and seconded· by Councilwoman Locke,
the subject contrac~ was awarded the low bidder, Adams Heating a~ Air
Conditioning Company, in the a~ount of $14,992.00, for the. mechanical
contract for Charlotte Police and Fire Training Academy, by the following
vote:

YEAS:
NAYS:

Councilmembers Whittington, Locke, Gantt and Short
CouncUmembers Harris, Williams and Withro".

The following bids were received:

Adamsaeating &Air Conditioning Co.
Climate Conditioning Company
Moore Air Conditioning Company

$14,992.00
15,490.00
16,140.00

CONTRACT At-lARDED WATSON llLECTRIC COMPANY FOR Tim ELECTRICAL CONTRACT
FOR CHARLOTTE POLICE AND FIRE TRAINING ACADEMY.

Motion was made by Council~n Whittington and seconded by Councilman
Short, to award contract to the .low bidder, Watson Electric Company, in
the amount of $25,853.00, for the electrical contract for Charlotte
Police and Fire Training Academy. The vote was taken and carried as
£ollo"s:

YEAS:
NAYS:

Councilmembers lolhittington, Short,· Gantt and Locke.
Councilmembers Barris, Williams and tJithro".

The folloWing bids wer.e received:

Watson Electric Company
Port City Electric Company
Bagby Electric Company
Frye Electric Company
Ind-ComElectric Company

. .

Reid Electric Company
Driggers Electric Company

$25~853.00
28,800.00
28,937.00
29,~90.00

31,328.00
31,455.00
31,035.00
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CONTRACT AWARDED BLYTHE BROTHERS COMPANY FOR 1975 FALL RESURFACING OF
VARIOUS STREETS.

Councilman Short moved award of contract to the low bidder, Blythe
Brothers Company, in the amount of $683,380.56,-on a lump sum and unit
price basis, for 1975 Fall Resurfacing of various streets, which motion
was seconded by Councilwoman Locke, and unanimously carried.

The following bids were received:

Blythe Brothers Company-
Rea Construction Company
Dickerson, Incorporated
Asphalt Construction Company

SPECIAL OFFICER PERMITS AUTHORIZED.

$683,380~56
685,370.69
708,813.15
716,732.60

Upon motion of Councilwcman Locke, seconded by Councilman Whittington,
and unanimously carried, the following special officer permits were author
ized for a period of one year:

(a) Issuance of permit to David H. Sells, Jr., for use on the premises
of K-Mart, 2701 Freedom Drive.

(b) Renewal of permit to Leon Freeman 11itchell, for use on the pre
mises of Johnson C. Smith University.

(c) Renewal of permit to Robert T. Deese, for use on the premises of
SouthPark Shopping Center.

(d) Renewal of permit to William Oran McDowell, Jr., for use on the
premises of SouthPark Shopping Center.

(e) Renewal of permit to Sydney Edward Bradley; Jr., for use on the
premises of SouthPark Shopping Center.

ORDINANCE NO. 845-X AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 662-X, THE 1975-76 BUDGET
ORDINANCE AMENDING- THE REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES FOR THE CHARLOTTE MAN
POWER DEPARTMENT.

Motion was made by Councilwoman Locke, seconded by Councilman Harris, and
unanimously carried, the subject ordinance amending Ordinance No. 662-X,
the 1975-76 Budget Ordinance amending the revenues and expenditures for
the Charlotte Manpower Department increasing the CETA Emergency Jobs
Program appropriation by adding the sum of $717,507.QO, was adopted and
is recorded in full in Ordinance Book 22, at Page 327.

PUB:r.IC HEARING TO BE HELD ON REQUEST TO CHANGE NAME OF NORTHWEST EXPRESS
WAY TO BROOKSHIRE FREEWAY A.1IlD PORTION OF BELHAVEN BOULEVARD TO BROOKSUIRE _
BOULEVARD.

CounCilman Short requested that a public hearing be set for Monday,
September 8, to change the name of the Northwest Expressway to Brookshire
Freeway and the portion of Belhaven Boulevard within the City Limits, to
Brookshire -Boulevard.

He stated he has mentioned several times about naming the Northwest Ex
pressway another name, and it would be Brookshire Freeway; out beyond a
little bit of what is now Belhaven Boulevard would be called Brookshire



August 25, 1975
Minute Book 62 - Page 218

Blvd.running out to the city"linrlts -"it is" about a mile or so of the pre
sent Belhaven Boulevard.

He stated this has been presented" to the State Highway Transportation De
partlllet1t. by PeFr:l.n". AndeFson. That. 11r. Anderson advises there are no ob
j ections and they will cllangethe signs themselves. He stated there are
no busine~ses along the Northwest Expressway who would· be involved with
reprinting their stationery and that sott of thing; there are about 18
businesses and two or thr~e·residences along the portion of what is now
Belha'llen Boulevard so they might have some comment to make about that at
the public hearing.

Councilman Short .moved that a public hearing be held on Monday, September
8, to effectuate this change in name. " The motion was seconded by Council
man Wh.ittington, and carried unanimously.

COUNCILMAN .SHORT LEAVES THE MEETING.

Councilman Short left the meeting at this time, and was absent for the
remainder of the session.

MOTION TO INCLUDE ITEM FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION.

Councilman Withrow moved tha.t Council consider the procedures for noti
fying participants concerning rezoning recommendations•. The motion was"
seconded by Councilwo~Locke, and carried unanimously.

PROCEDURES FOR NOTIFYING PARTICIPANTS IN REZONING APPLICATIONS, ADOPTED.

Councilman Withrow stated he has a letter given him by Mr. Fred Bryant
stating that the County has a procedure concerning rezoning recommenda
tions, and he thinks this procedure would work satisfactotily for the
City as well. This says that "each person will be notified in ,~iting

what action is taken in zoning matters and the changes that are made to
keep them abreast of all changes and what/isgoil'gpn. Councilwoman
Locke stated she would ask that it include that Fh9se parties who spoke
at the hearing be notified of the decision of the Planning Commission.
Mr. Underhill, City Attorney, .stated that is a part of the County's
procedures. ..

Councilman Withrow move.d adoption "of the proc"edures, which motion ,~s

seconded by Councilwoman Locke, and carrielJiutulnimously.

CONSIDERATION OF NEED FOR TRANSIT UlPROVllMEl'l1' COMMITTEE TO BE PLACED ON
NEXT AGENDA.

Councilwoman Locke requested that the next agenda," September 8, include
an item to consider the need for the Tran~it Improvement Committee.

The City Manager stated the Committee met and sent out a report and he
thinks they thought after that report, their job was finished. Council
man Whittington stated·one ot their recollJlllendations was the transportation
center at Brevard and East Trade Streets"and changing the transfer points
from the Square. They made a contribution while they were active.
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CLARlFICATION OF STATEMENT DURING THE INFOIDfAL SESSION ON FINGERPRINTING
OF CHILDRmI.

Councilman Withrow stated he would. like to clarify one item that might
not have been clear in th~ informal session.. He has recdv~d callE; from
people about teenage children breaking in homes, particularly on the west
side of Charlotte, and the paren!:s suggested that we should go through a
fingerprinting process. That he brought it up to Council because it was
a concern. That the parents were talking abouffingerprinting, but he
does not think this is feasible and does not think it is legal. He did
not mean at that time for the City Attorney to see' about the fingerpririt~

ing.

Mr. Underhill, City Attorney, stated he would have some-reservations about
the constitutionality of this.

Councilman Whittington stated, in defense of Mr. Withrow, he also re
ceived calls last night about breaking and enteringsby young people;
and the police, according to the calls he received, toid the people, the
Victims, that they could do nothing about it because there were no
fingerprints of these children, and that Council would have to do some""
thing about that. That is what took place, and that is why Mr. Withrow
brought'this up today.

HEARING ON CLOSING OF. KINGSTON AVENUE REQUESTED BROUGHT TO COUNCIL.AS
QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE.

Councilman Whittington requested the City l1anager to have on the Council
agenda as quickly as possible the hearing on the closing of Kingston
Avenue so these people, for and against the closing, w.ill have an oppor
tunity to come and speak to it, and Council can make a decision and get
it resolved.

COMMENTS_ ON THE NEED FOR PARKS IN ALL AREAS, AND CITY MANAGER REQUESTED'
TO BRING REpORTS TO COUNCIL.

Councilman Whittington stated he .has been on record as saying there was
not a need for anothe~ park in the area of Beatties Ford Road, between
Beatties Ford Road, Northwest Expressway ~nd LaSalle Street. He stated
he met with Mr. Coleman and the Westside Committee on-the 13th of this
month, and then on his own, went into this area by car. Then he came
back and asked a member of1;heCommittee to go into the area with him
because David Strad:l.nger's report referred to about 7.3 acres of land.
They are talking about 20 some acres of land, and it seems to him we
need. to be somewhere in between that.

Councilman Whittington stated when this comes forth he intends to vote
for it because there is a very serious need for recreation in that area.
They are boxed in by the streets and the only recreation he saw, other
than on the streets, was on Pitts Drive where a backboard was up with a
hoop for .basketbalL That is all he saw and that is all that was there.
It will take money to do it; but is is needed and this Council should
do it.

Again talking .about needs, he and Councilmembers Locke, Withrow,
Williams and Gantt met with a grouP of people in the Tanglewood, Dedta
Woods area, on a street call.ed Dalecrest and Fincher Drive. These
people, on their own, blocked off the street and held a party. They
invited the Councilmembers and the Park and Recreation Commission mem
bers to come and see their needs for a swimming pool or a park. This
is an area like Pitts Drive and Booker Avenue, and other areas where there
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is no air conditioning; there is no place for these people to play ex
cept in the streets. Fincher Drive is a direct road from Nivens Road to
Dalecrest and from Dalecrest into the access road to I~85 and then into
North Graham Street. Here were all these people in a community effort
to do something about their needs. He stated the lady who put all of
this together wrote the City l.fanager, and he responded saying the Park
and Recreation Commission would get involved in th:l.s. Councilman
Whittington stated he hopes the City Manager will get involved in it
and will bring to Council as soon as possible some tangible things that
can be done there, even if it is a swimming pool.

Councilman Whittington stated he has been called week after week by Larry
Owens, Frank Suddreth and others about realtors,in the Northeast Charlotte
area calling on their people and telling them they had better sell their
property. The$e people are frightened and they are concerned and they
need the help of local government'if they ha,\,e away to help them.

He stated he would hope that CoUJ;lcil would agree that the -City Manager
would immediately try and meet with the Board of Realtors and the Presi
dent of the Board and the Executive Secretary to see if there is any way
we can stop this. Their fears are being compounded because the Housing
Authority has this housing site on Dillard Drive and Milton Road, and the
Newell-Hickory Grove Road, and right across the street from it, and a
half block away is a project wbich is not under the Housing, but it is
predominately black. 'There are other apartment projects in the area
that have a nearly 50-50 ratio and he told thiS to the Housing Authority
when they picked this site. '

He stated if you look at Northeast Charlotte from North Tryon out through
Newell-Hickory Grove Road, they have problems and the City should try
and help them with it. One thing we can do is to buytne land and bu:l.1d
that park that was brought up here again today. If we could do some
tangible things we can do something to stop some of this.

COMMENTS ON TRAFFIC PROBLEMS AND REQUEST THAT SOMETHING BE DONE TO ALLE
VIATE THE PROBLEM.

Councilman,Whittington stated for the past week he has been into the east
side of t?wu,looking at traffic conditions that the people who live be
tween Albemarle Road and Independence Boulevard, east of Sharon Amity
Road are faced with. It is Amity Place and Reddman Road and all those
streets around the Hillcrest Golf Course ',- Coventry Woods. If you live
in this area and are going to come out of there in the morning, or get
home at night, you can go three ways. Go toward Mint Hill to Reddmait
Road, and bllck to Albemarle Road; or you can risk your life to get into
Independence Boulevard either trying to get home or get OI1t of Independ~

ence Boulevard; or you can use Pierson Drive. On Albemarle Road the
traffic is backed up all the way to Sharon Amity Road, coming up to
Independence trying to turn left. If you are on Piel'son or live in
Coventry Woods and you are trying to get to Albemarle Road, you cannot
get out tbere. He stated there should be a traffic signal put up at
Piel'S'Qn Drive and Albemarle Road, and the left turn should be extended
at Independence Boulevard and Albemarle Road so those people who have to
go east to get back to Sharon Amity or go east out Independence Boulevard
can turn left. ' ,

Mr. Corbett, Traffic Engineer~ responded by saying that> the traffic signal
is available and the Traffic Engineering Departmerit18 waiting for Duke
Power to erect the pole at Albemarle and Pi-erson; they have been waiting
for two weeks. As to the left turn-off Independence, there is a proposal
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pefore' Mr. McBride of the Highway Department to have a second left-turn
lane builtin the median. The present left turn lane extends almost com
pletely from Albemarle Road back to Pierson D,ri~e. That we are waiting
for them to get ,on that project. It.hasdefinitelybeen scheduled.

)'1EDIAN ON SHARON AJ:IITY ROAD, BETWEEN CENTRAL AVENUE AND ALBEMARI,E ROAD,
AUTHORIZED REHOVED.

Councilman Whittington moved that the median'on Sharon Amity Road, between
Central Avenue and Albemarle Road be removed. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Harris.

Councilman Gantt asked if he would consider a substitute motion that we
consider another opening in there. Councilman Whittington replied we put
~n two and the people who have 'the shopping center there have to make a
left turn' and come through a service station or go around behind it to
get in there. Councilman Withrow stated he would hope that W'e would put
in additional cuts if necessary and see if that will take care of the situa-
tion; if nOf:, then remove the wnole thing. "

Mayor Belkstated the worse thing we have to show is Independence Boulevard,
I1nd the way it was messed up. You would almost have to get another 100
~eet wide in order to get the traffic going in there. If you do the same

'thing, on these other arteries you are going to have the Same thing on all
~raffic. Councilman Harris stated one of the !:!est streets we have in
Charlotte for moving traffic is Sugar Creek Road, and 1t has a fifth lane
for complete lane turning, and traffic can move on that street. As he
~aid before, he thinks the median should be taken <lut. If you chop four
or five holes in, that median. it 1s not going to be a median left, so we
might as well take it out.' .

1>Ir. Corbett, Traffic, Director, stated he 'fNou1d prefer if there is a need
to put holes in the median, that they put the one necessary in and not re
move the entire median. It is a proven fact that medians reduce accident
rates," and Independence Boulevard isa good example. Previous to the time
the median was put in, there Were 800 accidents in three years due to
yehicles turning left across the center line. The median was build and
this was reduce4t()ze,ro. The saDl~>thing was done on Wilkinson Boulevard.
There were a 1ittl,lil",~~I"300 accidents, in three years time, turning left
across the center linlilc",,'c"LThat was reduced to ,zero. The same thing would
~pply toSharpn Amity Road. ' Where left turns occur across the center
~ine there is the most dangerous place on the roadway and he would prefer
for those 1efttums to occur at designated intersections which would be
designated median openings. Each opening has all the same problems, that
tou have at an intersection, and he would suggest to Council that if they
t'0uld like toprovid"e addiona1 openings that we do it at those places and
not remove the entire median for safety's sake.

Councilman ,Harris stated from the statistics we have received that was npt
a proven fact; there have been no proven st~tistics on what effect the
median has on, the accident rate. That he believes this was a statement
made at the last meeting. Hr. Corbett replied he made the statement that
there has been no proven statistics over five lane sections without medians.
ire made no remarks about where medians have been constructed; but streets
like Sugar Creek Road which has been referred to. That they contacted
~. C. DOT and they have no record that they can rely on at the present
time because this, particular type of road has not been in service long
¢nough to build a history. ..

pouncilman Ga;tt asked 1f that particular type of road is likely to be
safer than the standard two-lane road without the fifth lane? His problem
~ith this whole situation is that we need to come up with a policy for
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wben we put tbe median in and wben we do not. Particularly wben we bave
existing businesses that find tbemselves along tbat route, and migbt never
have located tbere if tbe median was tbere. What we are going for in tbe
median is beauty and safety. That be agrees that in certain areas tbe
median is the kind of thing you want to have. But.in tbisparticular
situation, be keeps hearingaoout a 37 per cent redUction in business and
somebow,thereis something wrong' with .that. '

Mayor Belk stated that was when the street was torn up. A man told him
that since Eastland Mall opened, and he is about two blocks away, that he
is 2-1/2 per cent ahead.

Councilman Whittington stated there is nothing be hates to do any more
than to sit here as a Councilmember and be absolutely opposite of ~lr.

Corbett or any other department head, but he has been out tbere, and it
is an obstacle course. The median of 10 feet should never have been put
there. Tbe road should have been designed so that the 10 feet should have
been used to turn. Every way you cut it now, it is a hazard trying to
left. If you go into either one of those stores, it is just almost im
possible to get out unless you go through tbe back and back up through
that area to get back to Albemarle Road.

Councilman Withrow asked if he would agree to keep the media.n if tbey
made enough openings out thereto satisfy about everyone" so they would
not have to make that 180 degree turn. That he sympathizes with tbe
people because he knows what happened on IUlkinson Boulevard.

Councilman Gantt stated he would like to see staffls'recommendations for
additional median cuts at those specific points that were rai.sed two
weeks ago, and let Council vote on additional cuts or no median. He wants
to make sure we have all the possible alternatives before Council.
Councilman Withrow stated those people are suffering and tbe cuts need
to be made. If the cuts are to be made they should be cut. If you are
going to take it all out then it needs to be out. The cuts probably ,
would satisfy them if enough were put in. Councilman Gantt stated that
starts to become a diminishing value to the median then. Mayor Belk
stated it keeps the safety factor in there with the turns. .

(MAYOR BELl< LEFT AT THIS POINT, AND 1-jAYOR PRO TEMWHITTINGTON PRESIDED
DURING THE VOTE ON THE MOTION, AND FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE SESSION.)

Counci1Dlan Gantt asked 'if any trees will be left if we add three or four
more cuts? Mr. Corbett replied with tbe present situation he believes
there will be 12 relli.aining down towards the Albemarle Road erid. There
will not be any towards Central Avenue. They will all be removed with
the one cut that Council has already authorized. He then indicated the
location of the trees from a map.

Mayor pro tem Whittington called for the vote on the motion, which
carried as follows:

YEAS:
NAYS:

Councilmembers Gantt, Harris, Locke and Williams.
Councilman Withrow.

ADJOURNMENT.

Upon motion of Councilman Harris, seconded by Councilwoman Locke, and
unanimously carried, the meeting adjourned.

Ruth Armstrong,'-.£; ty Clerk




