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Wovember 30, 1938

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA, HEILD AT 4:00
O'CLOCK Po Mo, IN SAID CITY ON THE 30TH DAY OF NOV-
EMBER 1938.

On the 30th day of November, 1938, the City Council of the City
of Charlette, North Carolina, met in the Council Chamber in said City in
regular session. The meeting was.called to order at 4:00.o'clock P. M.,
by the Mayor, and on the roll call the following members of the Council
were found to.be present:.Councilmen Albea, Baxter, Durham, Griswold, Hovis,
Hudson, Huntley, Nance, Sides and Wilkinsom. .

. Absent: Councilman Litble.

The Mayor announced that a petition having been filed with the
City Clerk, by the requisite number of residents of the City, setting forth
that there is a need for s Housing Authority to fumctiom.in the City of
Charlotte, as provided by the "Housing Authorities ILaw" of the State of
North Carolina, and the Clerk having given due and proper notice of a public
hearing to be held at this time and place, at which the Council would deter=
mine the need for such an Authority in the City, the Qlerk was directed to
read such notice and the proof of publication thereof required by said
Housing Authorities Law, which notice and proof of publicat:.on were ordered
sPread upoxn. the minutes as follows‘

NOTICE OF MEETING OF QTY COWNCIL

IN REFERENCE TO ESTABLISHING A .
HOUSING AUTHORITY FOR. CITY OF CHARS
LOTTE.

Notice is hereby given that a petition has been filed with me as
City Clerk of the City of Charlotie, North Carolina, by 25 residents of
said City, (must be at least. twenty=-five) .pursuant to Chapier 456, Public
TLaws of North Carolimna,.1935, referred to as.the. "Housing. A\Ltherities Law,”
setting forth that there is a need for an Authority to function in said City
that a public hearing will be held on the 30th: day. of. November, 1938, at
4 otcloek P. M. in the Council Chember. in. the. .City Hall in the City of Char-
lotte, North Carolina, at which full opportunity to _be heard. will be granted
to all residents and. taxpayers.of. the City of Charlotte.and to all other
interested persons upon .the question: ‘

(1) Whether unsanitary or unsafe inhabited dwelling accomodations
exist in the City of Charlotte, and/or o

(2) Whether there is a lack of safe or sanitary dwelling accomodat»
ions . in the City of Charlotte avallable for all the inhabz.tants thereof.

After such hearing the: Gouncil will determine whew;ner or not such
housing conditions exist in the City of Charlotte and whether or no+ there
is need for an Authority to funection in sald City. -

. ALICE B. McCONNELL, City Clerk

(Seal of City of Charlotte) BASIL M. BOYD, City Attorney

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

North Carolina, ' '
Mecklemburg County Vi Ge . We Martin,  Bookkeeper of THE.CHARLOTTE NEWS, a
; deily newspaper published in.Charlotte, Mecklen-
burg County, North Carolina, being duly.sworn, says:.That the ‘advertisement

of Notiee of leeting to Establish Housing Authority. for City of Charlotte,

(copy attached), was published in the aforesaid newspaper onck each week for

One Time, beginning with the issue:dated November 20, 1938,

(Slgned) G. We Martin
Sworn to and subscribed before me.

“we

this the 30th day of November 1938,
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of the UsSeHedAs, Hr. Pomeroy being of the opinion that it eould serve a
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Edwar@;g} Rigler
Notary Public in and for
Meeklenburg County, North Carolina

My,commission expires May 12, 1940.
Edward J.Rigler, Motary Public.

‘ . A full opportunity to be heard on said question was granted
all residents and taxpayers of the City and t0. all other interested persons
and a 1engthy:discussion,mboth‘pro«and.con,,followed_byja number of

interested citizens and representatives of the City's real estate men, who

were present at this time..

Mr. Hs L. Kiser, represnnting'organized.labor in Charlette,
and a member of the Low Cost Housing Committee appointed by the Mayor,

reported that he had assisted in making a survey of one-fourth of the city

of Charlotte and that 816 houses in that portion alone were sub-standard,
with a total of all the committees of %077 such houses reported. :

Mr. John Shaw, Chairman of the Committee, . stated that while
his committee had been unanimous on the need for low cost housing, it will
be necessary for such a project to rent for $2.25 per week per unit to be ‘
of benefit to occupants of the present sub-standard houses, and also
pointed.out that the Council will have no control over the Local Housing
Authority if such is established. : :

Mr. Lex Marsh ; real estate operator, protested the appoint-
ing of a Housing Authority for Charlotte, on the grounds that only about
15 or 20% of the occupants of these housing projects would come from the

so-called "slum areas¥.

: Mr. David Henderson spoke for the Housing Authority, as a
deterent to juvenile,delinqueney,mmr.aHenderson being interested in boys

Mr. Ben Welloms pointed out the need in order to reduce the§
costs to the City of erime and disease, through the workings of the
Welfare Depariment, Healthiﬁepartmenx,,Juxenile_Conrt-and City and other
gourts. ' : » : : .

. Mr. Eddie L. Jones, a member of the Committee, brought out
the point that such a project is needed to take care of the natural
inerease in population,.being‘ofvthe,opinion,that,this would in no manner
affect the real estate men, and that the offer of the .U. S. H. A. was
one that the City could not afford to furn. down.

}r. Hugh Pomeroy, .of Chicago, Field Consultant of the
imerican Society of Planning Officers and the National Associatiom of
Housing Officlals, having been invited to Charlotte for this meeting by
Mayor Douglas, was introduced by Mre W. H. Newell, Field Consultant of
the North Carolina League of Municipalities, and explained to the Council
and those present, the workings of the Federal Housing Authority.

Mr. Pomsroy stated he had visited cities throughout the United States
having such housing projects -and that they had benefitted residents of
the slum areas and explained by means of a chart just how remts can be
reduced to be of benefit to this class of people by eliminating capital,
jnterest snd texes, leaving only maintenance and operation to be paid for
by the renters. ;

_ After a very interesting talk, several of the citizens |
present asked many questions of Mr. Pomeroy in comnection with the workings

very fine purposs in Charlotte.  Mr. Tom Henderson, real estate man,
took the position that it would pesult in inereased taxes for Charlotte
property owners, and advised the Council that the Charlotte Real Estate
Board had tabled unanimously the appointment of a . local Housing Authority.
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L After giving all those present.who so desired an ,opportunity to
be 'heard, the Mayor then placed the question of whether a Housing Authority
should be established :in Charlette befere. the Couneil for discussion. .

Councilman Albea, seconded. by .Councilman.Griﬁwold, immediately
moved that a Local Housing Authority be appointed.

. Councilman Wilkinson took the.position that the people of
Charlotte should handle this situation witbout the help of the Government
and felt sure that they would do so. - He then made asubstitute motion,
which was seconded by Councilman Durham, that this matter be defeered for
the. time being until it could be given:more thought and study to see how
and if the people of Charlotte with means would come forward and offer to
help with the problem, and after discussion, Councilman Wilkinson changed
the substitute motionm, with the consent of Mr. Durham, te:read that the
matter be deferred until January lst. . However, a number of the Council
felt that one week was long enough to hold the matter up, and when put to
_a vote the motion lost. ' ‘ '

After discussion.as to whether the Courcil would have control
over the Housing Authoripy if and when appointed, snd also as to whether
such ‘an Authority would have to work with the U.S.Hsl., or through private
capitel; Mr. Pomeroy advising that similar projects .in several cities were
being financed through private interests, Councilman Hovis offered a

gecond ° substitubte motion to delay the matter for one week. MNotiem seconded

by Councilman Huntley and carried, and Councilmen. Griswgld, Sides and
~Albea voting "No".

The B;Iayor. deklared this motion earried and the mmtter of whethe:
a Local Housing Authority for Charlotte would be appointed was deferred for
one week. _ _

PETITION OF ER@ De So BATES FOR PIRMISSION TO HAVE NEWSTAND ON CORNER
TRYON AND TRATE STREETS.

Mr. D. S. Bates, news vendor in front of the Independence
Building on Tryon Street, presented a petition, asking for. permission to
keep his newstand at this.location, this stand now projecting 16" on the
sidewalk. Mr. Bates was advised by the City Manager that this obstruction
would have to be moved end it was the recommendation of the Public Works
Committee that it be moved, Mr. Wilkinsen, Chairman eof this Committee,
so moving. No seconded was received to this motien, and Councilman Nance,
seconded by Councilman Hudson, made a motion that he be given until
January 1lste (the same time as allowed the newstand operator at the cormer
of Liggetts) to move this stand.  lLotion carried. It was understand,
however, that lir. Bates could continue %o sell fram a window of the
Independence building. It was also. sgreed that the Council go on record
as not allowing eny more such stands to remain on the streets.

PROTEST IN PROPOSED CHANGE OF EASTOVER BUS ROUTE.

Mr. J. Louis Carter, a resident of Vail Avenue, appeared in
protest of the proposed change of the Eastover bus route which was pre-
sented to the Council et the last meeting and deferred for ome week.

Mr. Carbter stated that &f the proposed change was made it would result in
a majority of the residents of Vail Avenue being s gquarter of a mile or
more from the bus route. _

{n mbtionnof Councilman Baxter, seconded by Councilman Albea,
thés matter was again deferred for one week for Ffurther investigation.
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 POR OPENING ON TRADE STHEET. :

. had met wii;h the City Manager, and go.over the request of the Liggett ITrug

requesting theA'City,Counc.il. to order the Duke Power Company to extend the

Mr. Phillips to the Duke Power Company with this request to see what could

. approved, provided the development company furnishes to the City the necessary
- right-of-way, without cost, to. the City.  The estimated cost of this
extension is $1,064.00, to serve five houses under construction and permit

| Wilkinson, the contract for l- oscillating pisten type water meter to be

- price of $234,00, and the Mayor and Clerk were authorized to sign these
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RECCOMMENDATION OF PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE ON REQUEST OF LIGGETT DRUG CO.

Councilman Wilkinson reperted that the Public Works Committée

Company . for permission to leave an opening. on. the Trade Street side of their
building, and. that after going over the situation it .was the recommendation
of the Committee that this entrance be closed; the Liggett Drug Cohpany to
put in an elevator to carry merchandise in. from the basement; that it would
be unsafe to leave this entramce. - : :

Counecilman Wilkinson then moved that. the recommendation of

the Committee be approved, which motion was.seconded. by Councilman Hudson
and carried.

BECUEST FOR EXTENSION OF BUS ROUTE ON SOUTH BOULEVARD EXTENDED.

Wr. Marshall presented a petition filed by Mr. Phillips,
bus route on South Boulevard to. the City limits.  Iir. Phillips, who was
present at this meeting earlier in the afternoon, was to have explained to
the Council the need for this bus route but had left the Council Chamber at
this time. - '

Councilman Baxter made a motion that Ir. Marshall accompany

be done in the matter. Notion seconded by Councilmaen Huntley and csrried.

SEWER FETENSION ON WOODALE PLACH.

On motion of Councilman Hovis, seconded by Councilman Baxter,
the application of the John Croslend Company for extension of the sewer on
Woodale Place from the present. 12-inch trunk sewer to Rockway Road, was

secured for the erectiom of the sixth.

PURCHASE OF TWO WATER METERS FOR CHARLOTTE MEMORIAL HOSPITAL.

On motion of ACouﬁc.ilmari ‘Huntley, seconded by Councilman.
used in comnection with the Charlotte Memorial Hospital, was awarded to the
low bidder, National Meter Company, at the price of $202.50; and fer one
ccmpound meter for the ssme project, to the Neptune Meter Company, at the
contracts.

Bids received on:these meters were as follows:

ONE OSCILLATING PISTON TYPE METER:

National Meter Company $202.50
Hersey Manufacturing. Company 234,00

ONE COMPOUND METER:

Neptune Meter Company : $234,00
Hersey Mfg. Company . 234,00
Pittsburgh Equitable Meter Co. 234.00
National Meter Company . 234,00
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‘He. L. Strickland.

in the amount of $592.28, was approved for payment.

and respeet that we homor his memory. .

the (ity Council of the City. of Charlotte extend to his family our
‘gympathy =nd pray God's blessings to rest upon them, =
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STREET MAINTENANCE ON MC CLINTOCK ROAD.

On motion of Councilman Albes, seconded by Councilman Hudson,
the request of Mr. W. B. MeClintock that the City take over Tor mainterance
HMeClintock Road from the Plaza to Westover Street, was: granted. The
Engineering Department reported. that this. street already had cement sidewall
1aid and that the road had .been surfaced with gravel in accordance with the
City's specifications and that a number of houses have been constructed on
this street. ’ ‘

NOTICE OF SUIT OF PEARL VIRGINIA HUDSCN AGAINST CITY OF CHARLOITE.

_ Report was made to the Council by the City.Manager of receipt
of notice of a suit against the City of Charlotte by Pearl Virginia Hudson,
for alleged injuries received from falling into a hole on East 6%th Street
pear Brevard. The amount of the suit is for $5000.00 _and the attorney is

APPROVAL OF INVOICE OF MASSLICH AND MIECHELL.

On motion of Councilman Hovis, seconded by Councilman Baxter,
the invoice of.Masslich and Mitchell, Bond Attorneys, for services in
connection with the $350,000.Hospital Bonds and $65,000 Water Bond issues,

INVOICE .OF MASSLICH & MITCHELL ON STREET IMPROVEMENT BONDS.

on motion of Councilmsn Hudson, seconded by Councilman Durham,
an invoice in the emount of $19.44, for lasslich & Mitchell, was approved
for payment; this invoice covering telegrams and long distance calls iu
connection with the preparation of forms and proceedings authorizing
$20,000 Senitary Sewer Bonds and $210,000 Street. Improvement Bonds, which
were never sold.

RESOLUTION ON THE DEATH OF m. CHARIES W..DULIN, CITY EWPLOvEN.
The following Resolution was presented by Councilman Griswold,

who moved its adoption:

WHEREAS, in the Divine Wisdom of the Almighty God, He has
geen Tit to remove from our midst, Charles W. Bu; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Dulin loyally served the City of Charlotte

and pessed away while in this.service, it is with deep appreciation

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: First: That we, as members of

Secend: That this Resolution be apread upon the Ifinutes of
the City Council and. a copy be .sent. to the family of the deceased and to
the newspapers.in the City of Charlotte.

S
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_ POLICE DEPARTWENT o FACT FINDING COMMITTEE APPOINTED.
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ARDINANGE RELATIVE TO UNAPPROPRIATED FUNDS OF CITY OF CHARLOTTE.

The following ordinence was. presented by the City Attorney,
and.on;motionAof.Councilman“Havis,:seconded,byiCouncilman.Albea, was
adopted on;three‘readings,“and»declared_by_the Meyor to be an ordinance of
the City of Charlotte: o

AN ORDINANCE SR
OF THE CITY. OF CHARLOTTE APPROPRIATING $5,110.17
UNAPPROPRIATED SURPLUS FUND ON HAND IN THE CITY '
PREASURY TO BE USED. IN THE EXIENSION OF THE RUH-
WAYS OF THE MUNICIPAL ATRPORT AND OTHERWIBE TN-
TARGING AND IMPROVING THE FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT
OF THE SAID ATIRPORT.

WHER®AS, Marvin L. Westmoreland, Municipal Accountant, has
certified that there éxists im the treasury;ofuthe~City~pt“0harlotte; an
unaypropriated,snrplus,fund;inmthe,total‘sumuaf,$5,lla.17, $3905.99 of -
which was derived fram;a&.valoremmtaxes.and,$1204.18uofﬁwhich was degived
from license, franchise, privilege taxes and fees, which fund now on
hand and unappropriated has accumulated over a period of years from un-
expended balances, and. .

, WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the City of Charlotte finds
as a fact that it;isanecassary,to‘extend the present runways of the
municipally owned airport in order to make said runways practical, safe
and usable for the larger type mail snd transport plenes now using the
route on which the Charlotte Airport is located, and that said addition,
enlargement and extension to the said runways is a necessary municipal
pxpense, and '

WHEREAS, the Governing Body ef the City 6f Charlotte is

desirous of using the said fund for this,purpose,,and.otherwise enlarging |

and improving the facilities and equipment of the said sirport, all of -
which are found by the said Governing Body and declared. to be necessary
municipal expenses.- : S

NOW, THEREFORE, the Governing Body of the City of Charlotte

does hereby ordain and enact:

Section‘l:‘That'tﬁe'sum of $5,110.17 above referred to,
being an unappropriated surplus fund now on hand-in.the City Treasury,

$3905,99 of which was derived;fram,ad:valorem.taxes,,and‘$1204.18‘o§
which was derived from license, franchise, privilege texes and fees, be,
and the same hereby is appropriated, authorized and directed to be used
and paid out by the City Treasurer for the purpose of extending the
existing runways of: the municipally owned airport, in order to make said
runwaysfpractical,‘safe~and;usable~fnr the large type mail and transport
planes, and also for the purpose of acquiring additional land, if
pecessary, fer the extension of said runways, snd for the general
necessary maintenance, upkeep and improvement of the facilities and equip-
ment of the said airport.

Section 2:,Thaf +this ordinance shall become effective upon
its adoption and one publication in The Charlotte News.

CIVIL. SERVICE COMMISSION TO INVESTIGATE CERTAIN RUMORS RELATIVE TO

The following motion was introduced by Councilman Nance,
seconded by Councilman Albea:

nT wish to make the motion that this Council imstruct the

\
o
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" . Manager, Chief of Police and Chief of. Detectives, and that while he welcomed

i gation regarding the rumors concerning them was made, that it should be
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. Mayor to direct the Charlotte Civil Service Commission to make a thorough,
 inbiased and impartial. investigation of the alleged rumors that have been
. given certain publicity and which hewe invited unfavorable comment relative

"0 the general poliey and lack of prover action on the part of certain
units of our City govermment. '

Every eity employee should be instructed to render full cooperation
to the investigating body and it should be impressed upon ‘each employee
that his or her full cooperation will be expected and that such action
will in no menner or degree jeopardize his or her position."

Mr. Baxter, as Chairman of the Police Committee, stated that he
had looked into the rumors:goimg the rounds and found. them to come from
only a small group of people who were out to. get the jobs of the City

an investigation, he did not feel that such was necessary unless written
statements and charges are mads. '

Mr. Marshall stated that inasmuch as neither he nor Chief Pittman
were under the jurisdiction of the Civil Service Commission, if an investi-

made by the City Council, and that he would demsnd that the Council make
this ‘investigation in order to clear: up:such rumors, if groundless.

Councilman Nance stated that in making the above motion for an
investigation by the Civil Service Commission he did not mean to infer
that the rumors regarding Mr. Marshall were true.

Councilman ¥ikinson stated that he thought the Chairman of the
Civil Service Camission, Mr. Geo. W. Patterson, was. correct when he said
that an investigation would be made when & signed complaint was received,
and said that he was not in favor of an investigation being made of any
one other than for whom signed charges were filed against.

L. After discussion, Councilmen Griswold offered a . substitute motion
that a Fact-Tinding Committee be appointed from. the City Council to find

out if there are any facts to the rumors and if so, that it bring these facts
back to the City Council. . This motion. was seconded by Councilman Wilkinson,

and carried, with Councilman Nanee voting *No". - - :

' Councilman Baxter then stated that he would like to see the matter
_settled at once, and the Mayor appointed as the members ~of this Pact-
. finding Committee, Councilman Baxter, Chairmen-ef the Police Cormittes,
. Councilmen Nance and Griswold, and Councilman -axter immediately called
e meeting of this Conmittee for 4 o'clock P. M., the following day,
December lst. L

CEMETERY DEED.
, On motion of Couneilman Griswold, seconded by Councilman Albea,
approval was given for the transfer. of a cemetery deed from Mrs. Lizzie

. Hinshaw Weisner to Mrs. Beulah lLeeper, for Thé No. 55, in Section "E",
Elmwood Cemetery. . ; . .

ADTOURNMENT

 On motion of Couneilmen Albea, seconded by Councilman Baxter, the
meeting then adjournmed. , o ,

TIity clerk

L [ it






