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T h a n k y o u a l l fo r a l low xn g u s t o sp e a k b e fo re th e M e c k l en b u rg
B o a rd  o f C o u n t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r s a n d C i t y  C o u n c i l o n S t o rm  W a t e r

I n c r e a s e .

I w a n t t o m a k e z t c l e a r I u n d e r s t a n d  th e  Am p o r t a n c e o f t h e  s t o rm

w a t e r d r a zn a g e , ru n -o f f s an d b u f fe r s . I h a v e b e en c a u g h t In a
f la sh  f l o o d , Im m e d la t e ly  w a t e r r i s i n g  t o t h e c a r d o o r h a n d le s .

It 's f r ig h t e n a n g . W e h a v e b e e n  r i d ln g  t h r o u g h  C h a r lo t t e -

M eck le n b u rg su d de n ly It w a s a s i f som e o ne p lc k e d up th e C a taw b a
R zv e r , a n d em p t z e d  It o n t o p  o f o u r c a r . I h a v e w a t c h e d  th e

st o rm  w a t e r l ik e a m lg h t y r iv e r ru sh lng  d o w n th e s t r e e t s , ta k zn g

tho u san d s o f g a llo n s o f w a t e r a n d a ny th zn g In zt pa th . I h av e
th an k G o d fo r t h e d ra ina g e s , run -o f fs a nd t h e b u ffe r s a n d th o ug h t

ab o u t t h e da m a g e s It c o u ld ca u se I f t h e y  w e re n o t th e r e .

W h a t I d on 't un d e r st an d a n d fe e l A s s o u n fa lr , u n au s t a n d

d isho n e st Is to ch a rge th e In n o c e n t t ax p a y e rs th xs ta x - fe e on th e
g ia n t t h a t w a s c re a t ed . Th e fm e - t a x sh o u ld b e c h a rg e d t o th e

P la n n zn g a n d  Zo n ln g  B o a rd 's M em b e r s , In sp e c t o r s , M ay o r s , C ity

C o un c i l s , C o u n t y C om m is s io n e r s , L an d sc a p e A rc h it ec t s , D e v e lo p e r s

and Contractors who has caused and allowed the se problem s to
d e v e lop . Y o u h av e s ta t e d I t w a s n 't r ig h t t o g o b a c k a n d c h a rg e

th e f in e s to th e D e v e lop e r s a n d  e t c -  In s te a d o f ''f in zn g '' th e

g u l lt y , y o u t a x t h e zn n o c e n t , e ld e r ly , t h e p o o r a n d e v e ry b o d y .

W h e n  y o u c u t d o w n  a lm o s t a 1 l t h e t r e e s In  a l a rg e su b d z v z s io n , o r

etc . buzldang house to house on at least l/4 acre , 3/8 acres , and
th e y  h a v e p a v e d p a t ao s , d r iv e w a y s , w a lk w a y s an d  st re e t s , c o m m o n
se n se t e a c h e s u s , th a t w e a re c a u s ln g  a s t o rm  w a te r p r o b l em . Th e
w a t e r h a s n o w h e r e t o g o , n o t h in g  t o a b s o r b I t , a n d t h e p r o b lem

I s c r e a t e d .

I r e a l l z e  n o w  w h y  t h e L o r d  c o n d em n s J o z n zn g  b u z l d xn g  h o u s e t o

h o u s e a n :

K J V  Is a i a h  5 :8 - - W o e un t o t h em  t h a t J o l n  h o u s e t o h o u s e , th a t la y

f ie ld to f ie ld t x l l the r e b e n o p la c e , th a t th e y m ay b e p la ce d

a l o n e in  t h e m i d s t o f t h e e a r t h .

If y ou  t a k e a l l t h e m in d s o f ev e r m a n , w om an , b o y  a n d g ir l In  th e

w o r ld a n d th ey c om e u p w it h a p la n fo r a b u f fe r , it w o u ld n o t b e

c om p a r e d  t o  o n e o f t h e o ld  o a k t r e e s t h a t C o m m l s s lo n e r s J o e l

C a r t e r a n d J a m e s f o u g h t t o s a v e o n  B e a t t xe s F o r d R o a d . A p r i l

15 ,19 9 7 , a n d It w a s v o te d d ow n . In st e a d y ou  v o t e d t o c om e up
l a t e r w x t h a n am e n d m e n t t o p r e s e rv e t h e o l d t r e e s In t h e c o u n ty .

(It 's always later .) ONE 0AK TREE IS BETTER THAN ALL MAN-MADE
B U F F E R S Y O U  C A N  E R E C T .
N o w  y o u a re p l an n zn g t o zn c re a s e t h e s t o rm  w a t e r fe e -t a x a n o t h e r

$ .46 .

T h i s i s t h e m o s t d e sp i se d t a x t h a t I h a v e w l t n e s s e d In  C h a r lo t t e -

M ec k len b u rg . It m ak e s p e op le an g ry e v e ry t im e zt is m e n t io n e d .
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I w a s a la rm e d to re a d t h a t th e r e a re l , 2 3 9 f am z l ae s In o u r c ity

a n d c o u n t y t h a t a r e fo rc e d  t o  t a k e o u t f lo o d  ln s u ra n c e .

I kn o w  12 t o 15 y e a r s a g o , m o re o r le st , C h a r lo t t e -M e c k le n b u rg

b e g a n  t o re a l l ze t h e y  h a d  a m a ao r p ro b l e.m  . U n t z.l y o u s t o p  t h e

o n e s t h a t ' s c a u s in g t h e p r o b l e m s w a t h  * f I n e s / a n d  *p tm z s h m e n t s ''

t h e p ro b l e m s w I l l n e v e r b e s o lv e d .

A p p r o x im a t e ly  2 5 t o 3 0 y e a r s a g o s o m e p e o p le b o u g h t h om e s a n d

s o o n  t h e r e a f t e r t h e y w e r e t r o u b le d w i t h  t e rm i t e s . M y m o t h e r

s t a t e d , t h a t I f y o u  c u t t r e e s o u t o f s e a s o n  b e f o r e t h e s a p  w e n t

d o w n  I t w o u l d c a u s e a p r o b l e m  t e r m l t e s . T h i s s t o rm  w a t e r

p r o b le m  i s t h e s a m e p r i n c ip l e . NY o u  a r e g o ln g a g a l n s t t h e g r a i n

o f n a t u r e '' . W e t h e o r d in a ry  c i t l z e n s sh o u ld n o t h a v e  t o p a y  f o r

o t h e r p e o p l e ' s g r e e d ln e s s a n d  w h a t t h e o f f I c i a l s c a l l g r o w t h .

W h y  s h o u l d  t h e t h o u s a n d s o f n a r r o w -m x n d e d  c o n s e r v a t l v e s l i k e

C om m is s zo n e r Jo e l Ca rt e r an d m y se l f b e f o rce d t o p ay  f o r w h a t th e

b r o a d -m z n d e d l l b e r a l s c re a t e d ?

o r a  M u l l z s

2 3 1 7 B e lm e a d e D r l v e

Ch a r l o t t e , N .C . 2 8 2 1 4

3 9 3 - 9 4 8 5
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Fe speak wzfâ the Board of Cel/afy Conmdssloners, please complete zâf.r card and àaa: it tc the G erk to fâe
Boa,  rrf/r to your mcfer of laferex belng dlzra.çyeJ. Each 'erx rl wisllmg to speak pfll havn tàre: (J)
m înutes; a/ m ore than ten (10) rlfrlafe's wtll be allvwedforpubltc cepl?aerl/ on cnz sublec' f/'cll auxîliary
alff or yem ce ls neede' to a.sa â'f w  m m tm tcahon, p lease lrlddrlfe belew .
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lease e/zzlpiefe thts ccrfl attd ltand it /p the Clerk to the

D  speak with /âe Board JT Count.b Ce/rllFllaçntm er'r, J
d Each perscn wf.rlll?lg to .ç#eJ# *ill àfl#: three (3)Board Jrl/r to .w lzr m attnr @T 'nterest 'e/nz discusse -

llokved
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