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Ms. Brenda Preeze, Clty Clerk :fFlgg gg (jyy cjppx
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Y a r M s . Fre e ze .

W e o f the C oalition Rn a rd , re sp ec tfu lly  reque st th a t the enc lo sed p re sen tatzon

m ade by M arsha E lzzo tt , and the handou t , al so enc lo sed , be zncorporated

ïn to the o fftc za l sun u te s o f th e H earin g on the Sou th D istr ic t Plan , he ld

la st T ue sday , February 23 .

Thank you for your  a tten tlon to th zs pa tter .

P lea se con fzrm .

Sin cere ly ,

Do ttle Cop lon

En c lo su re s : P re sen tatïon
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W e w o u ld a 1 1 h av e t o ag re e t h at a ft e r th e C ity C ou n c x l 's

zo n zng d e c ls lon la s t w e e k c o n c e rn in g t h e Pow e r C e n t e rs In th e
N .E . D l s t r lc t , a d a r k c l o u d h a s s e t t le d o v e r t h e c r e d lb i l l t y  o f

the plan, ag process . There ls a perceptzon (real or not ) that
t h e D zs t r ic t P la n n in g P ro c e s s la c k s In t eg r it y

I q u o t e :
C h a r lo t t e O b se rv e r E d l t o r s , F e b .7 ,1 9 9 3

''I f t h e C o u n c l l a p p r o v e s t h e r e z o n ln g , It w z l l b e a v xc t o r y o f

c l o u t o v e r p la n n i n g , a n d a t r o u b l ln g om e n . . . it w z l l se n d t h i s

m e s sag e : o n ly th e n a lv e b e l tev e In th e p u b l zc p la n n zn g p ro c e s s
a n d t h e l a n d u s e r u le s t h a t r e s u l t f ro m  I t , b e c a u s e t h e r u l e s

c h a n g e w h e n p o w e r fu l p r lv a t e In t e r e s t s w a n t th e m  t o .''

N o o n e h e r e t on lg h t w o u l d a rg u e t h e fa c t t h a t w e n e e d La n d
U s e P l a n s . T h e y  a r e e s s e n t i a l t o d l r e c t z n g  t h e g r o w t h  o f o u r c l t y

in t o a h e a lt h y  p a t t e rn . It I s v z t a l t h a t w e r e - e s t a b l l s h t h e

c r e d ib i l it y a n d zn t e g r i ty o f th e P la n s ! A n d p a r am o u n t t o d o ln g s o

w i l l d e p e n d o n w h e th e r y o u o f f tc la l s a re a b le t o c lea r u p t h e

p ro b l em s t h a t c lo u d th i s P la n 's h o n o r .

L e t m e m a k e z t c le a r t h a t t h e s e a c c u s a t l o n s o f l a c k o f

integrity are not just a last m znute effort to get m lnor changes
zn t h e P l a n o n  o u r b e h a l f . R a t h e r t h e y  s t e m  f r o m  a t h r e e y e a r

st ru g g le t o c on v zn c e th e P la n n ln g S t a f f a n d a c h a n g ln g a r r ay  o f
a p p o in t e - a n d e l e c t e d o f f l c ia l s t h a t t h e p l a c ln g o f e x t r e m e ly

h tg h  d e n s zt y M u lt z - fam t ly a n d C om m e rc ta l u se s a t t h e P ro v i d e n c e
R o a d O u t e r b e l t In t e r c h a n g e a n d I n t h e m ld s t o f a n e s t a b l l s h e d

r e s i d e n t i a l c o m m u n x t y  z s n o t o n ly  u n s o u n d p l a n n x n g  b u t a b l a t a n t

m i s u s e o f t h e P la n n in g P ro c e s s . T h e o n ly , a n d I r e p e a t , o n l y

r e a so n fo r t h x s k i n d o f d e n s i t y  a t t h i s lo c a t i o n i s a b o w zn g t o

d e v e l o p e r p r e s s u re .

O t h e r r e a s o n s h av e b e e n c z t e d , b u t t h ey h a v e n o b a s i s .

F o r e x a m p l e :

(1 ) The sta ff w lll te ll you that there is a pressing need fo r
a l t e r n a t lv e a f f o rd a b l e h o u s zn g . B u t , It z s q u e s t io n ab le w h e th e r
M u l t i - fa m i ly  a t t h l s lo c a t l o n w i l l b e a l l t h a t ''a f f o r d a b l e '' In

re a l lt y . In a n a re a w h e re l an d v a lu e s a r e s o h zg h . h o w
'a f fo r d a b l e '' c a n a p a r t m e n t s a n d c o n d o s b e ? T h e d e v e lo p e r s w z l l

c e r t a A n ly  e x p e c t a r e t u r n o n  t h e l r I n v e s t m e n t

(2 ) The staff w1ll tell you , as they have adamantly Inszsted for
th r e e y e a r s , th a t P ro v ld e n c e R o a d Is p la n n e d t o b e a l lg h t ra i l
t r a n s it c o r r i d o r , a n d t h a t a p o c k e t o f h ig h d e n s z t y I s n e e d e d I n

t h i s lo c a t i o n t o I n s u r e fu t u r e r ld e r s h zp a n d s u p p o r t . W e h a v e

a rg u e d t l 't l zg h t ra l l a lo n g P r o v ld en c e R o a d Is a n im p o s s ib le
n o t io n . I t h z n k t h a t y o u w i l l h a v e t o a g r e e t h a t w e a r e r lg h t ,

s i n c e t h e p r e l tm zn a r y f z n d in g s o f t h e ''C h a r lo t t e T r a n s i t lo n a l

A n a ly s ls '' In d ic a t e s t h a t t h e P r ov l d e n c e R o a d C o r r ld o r w l l l In d e e d

b e la b e le d a s a n u n s u l t a b l e c o r r id o r b y  t h a t s t u d y  In I t s f in a l

r e p o r t . I f , t h e s e p r e l lm ln a r y f ln d ln g s h a v e n o t c o n v l n c e d y o u o f

th z s t r u th , t h e n w e s u g g e s t t h a t y ou h a v e n o o t h e r ch o ic e b u t to
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d e l a y t h e d e c i s lo n f o r t h e a d o p t Ao n o f t h e S o u t h D i s t r z c t

P l a n  u n t i l t h e f in a l r e s u l t s a r e a v a i l a b l e , a s t h e s e r e s u l t s a r e

k e y  t o t h a t d e c l s i o n .

E l zm in a t ln g P ro v ld en c e R o a d f rom t h e l zg h t ra l l c o r r i d o r

a lt c rn a t iv e s c e rt a in ly p u t s a g zg a n t ic sn a g zn t h e g am e o f
''C IR CU L A R  T H IN K I N G '' t h a t t h e s t a f f h a s b e e n p la y ln g ! F i r s t t h e y

s a y . ''E s t a b l z s h  t h e d e n s xt y t o c r e a t e a n e e d fo r t h e l lg h t r a l l r'.

t h e n  t h e y  s a y , '' w e n e e d t h e l i g h t r a i l b e c a u s e t h e re w l l l b e

s u c h h ig h d e n s t ty .''

W e l l , S u rp r t s e l , t a k e o u t l lg h t r a t l , a n d w h a t d o e s t h a t d o

t o t h e d e n s xt y I s s u e ? R i g h t , n o l lg h t r a z l , n o d e n s i t y l

B e r e a l l s t l c . K e e p t h e l ig h t r a l l c e n t e r e d a r o u n d t h e

a l re a dy  e x i st zn g c o r r zd o r s a lo n g S o u t h B lv d . t o R o c k H i l l a n d

I n d e p e n d e n c e t o t h e M o n r o e a r e a .

(3 ) The staff and developers w zll tell you that there are market
d e m a n d s S u r e t h e r e a r e ! B u t t h e P u rp o s e o f t h e s e D l s t r i c t P l a n s

i s t o d i re c t t h o se m a rk e t d em an d s In t o h e a lt h y g ro w t h . D u r in g t h e

''p lan n in g p r o c e s s '' o f th e P rov zd e n c e R o a d In t e rch a n g e A re a , a n d I
u s e t h a t t e rm  ''p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s '' l o o s e ly , f o r It a c t u a l ly w a s

m o r e o f a ''f a c i l it a t l n g  p r o c e s s '' o r ''r a z l r o a d J o b '' t h e S .E .

C o a l it lo n su g g e st e d a sc e n a r lo t h a t w o u ld h av e a l lo w e d lan d
ow n e r s t o d ev e lo p m o d e ra t e sc a le c om m e rc ia l , o ff xc e a n d m u l t i -

fa m i l y . T h e s u r r o u n d l n g  s tn g l e - f a m i ly  n e kg h b o rh o o d s w o u l d h a v e

b e e n p r o t e c t e d b y  b u f fe r s o f q u a l l t y  s ln g le - f a m l ly  In n o v a t i v e

h o u s ln g l ik e g a r d e n h om e s w lt h z e ro - lo t - l ïn e y a r d s . A d e q u a t e

g re e n sp a c e w o u ld p ro v ld e f o r n e lg h b o r h o o d p a r k s a n d a p a rt ia l
r e t e n t i o n o f t h e n a t u r a l b e a u t y  a n d e s t h e t z c s w e a l l c r a v e a s t h e

c i t y  e n g u l f s t h e s u b u r b s a n d u l t lm a t e l y m a k e s a t a p a r t o f t h e

u r b a n s c e n e . E v e n N e w  Y o r k C l t y , t h e ''a r m  p a t o f A m e r l c a '' h a d t h e

g o o d s e n s e t o le av e g r e e n s p a c e zn C e n t ra l P a r k .

O u r su g g e s t e d p la n h a s a 1 1 t h e q u a l z t i e s o f g o o d p la n n zn g ,
a n d i t d o e s n o t e x c e e d r e a l l s t i c a n d h e a lt h y  l lm l t s . P la c e m e n t

c o u ld  b e sh i f t e d , s o m e w h a t , t o a c c om m o d a t e la n d o w n e r s d e s l re s ,

b u t t h e e l e m e n t s o f ;

(a ) moderate denslty
(b ) proper buffering of existlng nelghborhoods
(c ) ade euate green space
(d ) reEu zn zng the residentzal character o f the area
n e e d t o r em a zn ln t a c t .

D u r in g t h e m e e t ln g s fo r t h e D ls t r ic t P l a n , t h e s t u dy  g r o u p

r e v l e w e d t h e p r e v i o u s l y a d o p t e d sm a l l a r e a p la n s fo r S o u t h P a r k ,

R a m a R o a d , a n d s o f o r t h . a n d m a d e n e c e s s a ry  c h a n g e s . B u t , t h e

a d a p t e d sm a l l a r e a p la n fo r t h e P ro v ld e n c e R o a d In t e rc h a n g e w a s
t e r m e d , ''o f f l zm i t s f o r d l s c u s s x o n '' T h l s w a s n o t o n l y  a n  o b v i o u s

l a c k o f c o n s i s t e n c y i n t h e p r o c e s s z b u t , I d a r e s a y , p o s s lb l y  a n

u n e t h t c a l p r o c e d u r e . W e n o w  n e e d  t o r e c t k f y  t h a t s t t u a t x o n a n d

r e s t o re t h e p la n 's c re d tb l l i ty b y re d o i ng t h ls sm a l l a r e a p la n

(4 ) The staff wIll tell you that It Is not necessary to re-
e x a m in e t h l s a r e a p l a n b e c a u s e zt w a s s o r e c e n t ly a d o p t e d  a n d

a l r e a d y w e l l ''h a s h e d - o u t '' a n d d z s c u s s e d . T h i s I s n o t a l t o g e t h e r
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t ru e . T h i s Sm a l l A re a P la n w a s a d o p t e d zn 19 9 0 . M u ch h a s c h a n g e d

s ln c e t h e n , t h e le a s t o f w h zc h I s t h e r e c e n t f zn d ln g w h i c h

in d yc at e s th a t P ro v xd en c e R o a d w xl l In a 1 l p r ob ab l l lty  n ot b e a

l zg h t ra z l c o rr id o r .

T h l s Sm a l l A r e a  P l a n w a s h u r r i e d ly d o n e a n d m e m b e r s o f t h e

st u d y g ro u p fe l t l ik e t h e st a ff h a d a lr e a d y d e c id e d w h a t t h e p l a n

w o u l d b e a n d i n p u t w a s Ju s t ro t e e x e r c l s e .

M e m b e r s o f t h e C o u n t y C om m z s s l o n v o t e d t o a d o p t t h l s A r e a

P la n ev e th o u g h t h e re w a s ev id e n c e o f c o n f l l c t s o f In t e re s t s
.

T h e S .E . C o a l lt l o n  w a s , an d s t l l l I s
, c o n v ln c e d t h a t a n

im p a rt ta l t r a f f zc a n a ly s y s w o u ld p ro v e th a t ro a d zn f ra s t r u c t u r e
,

e v e n a t m a x im u m b u i ld - o u t w lth P r ov i d e n c e R o a d w ld e n e d an d t h e

O u t e rb e lt c o m p le t e d , c ou ld n ot su p p o rt th e In d z c a t e d d e n s lty
.

N o t r a f f ic s t u d y w a s d o n e . A  m o t lo n b y  t h e C o u n t y  C o m m l s s i o n t o
d o s o w a s d i s c u s s e d a n d d e f e a t e d . N o w  w e h a v e b e e n t o l d b y  t h e

st a t e D e p a r tm e n t o f T r a n s p o r ta t lo n t h a t p la n s fo r a D lam o n d

In t e rc h a n g e C o n f xg u ra t io n m ay b e In a d eq u a t e . T h e b u l ld zn g o f t h e
O u t e rb e lt w o u l d  t h e n  s u f f e r a m a a o r d e la y W e m u s t f a c e r e a k it y !

W e n e e d a n i m p a r t x a l , p r o f e s s lo n a l t ra f f l c a n a ly s i s o f t h e e n t l r e

s it u a t i o n  a t t h t s In t e r c h a n q e t o d e t e rm in e lu s t h o W  m u c h  d e n s a t y

t h e p l a n n e d  r o a d s c a n  a c t u a l ly h a n d l e .

T h e P r o v ld e n c e R o a d fn t e rc h a n g e A re a r e p r e s en t s a m a lo r

p o rt lo n o f th e u n d ev e lo p e d la n d in t h e So u t h D i st r zc t . T h e s t a k e s
a r e h lg h , b o t h f o r d e v e l o p e r s w h o a re s e e k l n g  p r o f z t

, a n d
r e s z d e n t s w h o w a n t t o p r o t e c t t h e l r n e xg h b o rh o o d s A s e le c t e d

o f f ic ia l s , y o u o w e a l ls t e n zn g e a r t o b 0 t h o f th e se g ro u p s
.  B u t ,

p l e a s e r ç em b e r tb a t In  t h e e n d , a s y o u v o t e
, y o u m u s t d o w h a t I s

b e s t fo r i h a r l o t t e a s a w h o le . Y o u  m u s t r e s t o re c o n f l d e n c e in t h e

p l a n n in g p ro c e s s a n d th e n y ou m u st a d o p t a so u n d , v ia b le D z st r ic t
P l a n .

(pause to pass out the 11st zf recommended changes )

S o y o u w l l l s e e b y t h i s li s t o f re c om m e n d e d c h a n g e s In t h e

South D lstrlct P lan that # 1 Is Just what I have spoken about .
I w 2 l l lu s t q u lc k ly re a d fo r th e r e c o rd o u r o th e r

r e c om m e n d a t i o n s . T h e y a r e p r e t t y  m u c h s e l f - e x p l a n a t o r y  a n d w I 1 l

b e a d d re s se d by o t h e r sp e a k e rs t o n lg h t .

(read #2-4 on the 11st o f recomm endat lon s )

I le av e y ou w l th th l s t h o ug h t t o n ig h t ;

''T H E LA W D O T H P U N I S H  M A N O R W O M A N

T H A T S T E A L S T H E G O O S E F R O M  O F F T H E C O M M O N

B U T LE T S T H E G RE A TE R F E LO N LO O S E

T HA T S TE A LS T H E C O M MO N F R OM  T H E G O O S E ''
(
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F e b ru a ry , 1 9 9 3

T O : M e c k le n b u rg C o u n t y  B o a r d o f C o m m i s s lo n e r s

C h a r lo t t e C lt y C o u n c l l

N E : S o u t h D i s t r lc t P la n

F o r t h e b e n e f lt O f a 1 l c o n c e rn e d , n o w , a n d I n t h e fu t u r e , t o re -

e s t a b l z s h t r u s t In t h e P la n n zn g p r o c e s s , w e s t r o n g ly  u r g e t h e

fo l lo w ln g c h a n g e s b e fo r e e i t h e r o f t h e tw o b o d l e s a b o v e a c c e p t

t h e S o u t h  D i s t r i c t P l a n :

(1 ) A s w lth the other Sma ll A rea Plans (page 11 ), rev iew the
Prov ldence Road/prov ldence Road West/lnte rchang e Land U se Plan
t o :

(a ) Coord znate deve lopment w ith p lanned roadway
zn f ra s t r u c t u r e , v 1 a a p ro f e s s yo n a l , u n b ia s e d , o v e ra l l t r a f f ic

a n a l y s i s , ln a d d l t lo n t o z n d zv l d u a l t r a f f x c s t u d l e s f o r e a c h

p a rc e l a s I t I s f i le d f o r r e z o n zn g .
. *  m  4 v

(b ) G reat ly reduce th e com m e rc ïa l an d m u lt i-
fam z l y d e n s zt le s

(c ) Prov zde for adequate g reen space

(d ) C reate a deslgn be fitt lng the reszdentla l
ch a ra c t e r o f th e s u r ro u n d in g a r e a

(2 ) Expand the list o f recommended sa fegua rds to be conszdered
when eva luating the perm lt for the H lghway 52 1 land flll (page
52 ), and clarlfy Its deszgnatlon on the map by colorlng It other
t h a n  g r e e n , s o a s n o t t o c o n fu s e I t w l t h a P a r k

(3 ) Add a th lrd strategy for dea ltng w 1th tra fflc conge st lon and
prov ld zng fo r a lte rnatzve s to the auto (pages 35-36 ) by
ln c o r p o ra t ln g b z k e l a n e s a l o n g m a lo r r o a d s , a s W e l l a s f r om

n e lg h b o rh o o d s to s h o p p ln g s l te s

(4 ) E lzm lnate the Prov zd enc e Road C o rr ido r from the po ten t la l
a lte rna t lv es fo r L lgh t Ra ll T ran s lt (page 43 )

R e s p e c t fu l ly s u b m i t t e d ,

M a r s h a E l l lo t t , P r e s id e n t
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Fe b r u a r y , 19 9 3

T O ; M e c k l e n b u r g  C o u n t y  B o a r d o f C o m m l s s l o n e r s

C h a r l o t t e C l t y  C o u n c i l

R E : S o u t h D i s t r lc t P la n

Fo r t h e b e n e f lt o f a l l c o n c e rn e d , n o w , a n d I n  t h e fu t u r e , t o r e -

e s t a b l ish  t r u st In th e P l a n n in g p ro c e s s , w e st ro n g ly u rg e th e

fo l lo w ln g  c h a n g e s b e fo r e e z t h e r o f t h e t w o b o d l e s a b o v e a c c e p t

t h e S o u t h  D i s t r l c t P l a n :

(l ) As w zth the other Small Area Plans (page 11 ), revlew the
Prov idence Road /prov ldence Road West/lnte rchange Land U se Plan
t o :

(a ) Coo rd znate deve lopment w lth p lanned roadway
zn f ra s t r u c t u r e , v ia  a p r o fe s s io n a l , u n b ia s e d , o v e r a l l t r a f f zc

a n a ly s l s , In  a d d i t lo n  t o  ln d lv xd u a l t r a f f yc s t u d l e s fo r e a c h

arcel as zt Is flled for rezoning.P 
. -

(b ) G reat ly reduce the comme rc za l and m u ltz-
fa m l l y  d e n s l t le s

(c ) Prov ide for adequate green space

(d ) Create a de slgn befzttlng the reszdentxa l
ch a ra c t e r o f t h e su r ro u n d in g a re a

(2 ) Expand the 11st of recommended safeguards to be considered
when eva luating the perm lt for the H ighway 52 1 land fill (page
52 ), and c la rify It s de szg n at lon on the m ap by co lo r zng it oth e r
th a n g re e n , so a s n o t to c o n fu se It w ith a Pa rk

(3 ) A dd a th ird st rategy fo r dea l lng w lth t ra fflc cong e st ion and
prov ld lng for alternat zve s to the auto (pages 35-36 ) by
ln c o r p o ra t ln g b ik e la n e s a lo ng m a lo r ro a d s , a s w e l l a s f ro m

n e xg h b o rh o o d s t o s h o p p ln g s i t e s

(4 ) E llm lnate the Prov ld ence Road Co rr ldo r from the po tent la l

alternatlves for Light Rall Translt (page 43 )

R e s p e c t f u l ly  s u b m z t t e d ,

M a r s h a E l l io t t . P r e s ld e n t



O F

N E IG H B O R H O O D  A SS O C IA TIO N S CHARLOTTE, N c

F e b r u a ry , 1 9 9 3

T O ; M e c k le n b u rg  C o u n ty  B o a r d o f C o m m i s s zc n e r s

C h a r lo t t e C lt y C o u n c l l

R E : S o u t h  D l s t r x c t P l a n

F o r t h e b e n e f i t o f a l l c o n c e r n e d , n o w , a n d  In t h e  fu t u r e , t o  r e -

e s t a b l l sh t ru s t in th e P la n n ln g p r o c e s s , w e s t r on g ly  u rg e t h e

fo l l o w l n g c h a n g e s b e fo r e e l t h e r o f t h e t * o  b o d le s a b o v e  a c c e p t

t h e S o u t h  D l s t r l c t P l a n :

(1) As w zth the other Small Area Plans (page 11 ), rev zew the
Provadence Road/prov idence Road West/ lnte rchange Land U se P lan

t o :

(a ) Coo rd lnate dev e lopm en t w lth p lan ne d roadw ay
In f r a s t r u c t u r e , v z a a p r o f e s s i o n a l , u n b i a s e d , o v e r a l l t r a f f z c

a n a l y s l s , In a d d lt lon  t o In d lv ld u a l t r a f f lc s tu d ie ? fo r e a ch

p a rc e l a s It Is f l le d fo r r e zo n ln g .
> < .

(b ) Great ly reduce the commerc la l and m u lt z-
fa m l ly  d e n s l t l e s

(c ) Prov lde for adequate g reen space

(d ) Create a deslgn befztting the resadential
c h a r a c t e r o f t h e s u r ro u n d ln g a r e a

(2 ) Expand the list of recommended safeguards to be consldered
when evaluatàng the perm zt for the Hlghway 52l landfill (page
52 ), and cla rzfy zts deslgnat xon on th e map by colo rzng it oth er
th a n g re e n , so a s n o t to c o n fu se lt w ith a Pa rk

(3 ) A dd a th ird st rategy fo r dea llng w ith t ra fflc cong e st lon and
prov tdlng for alternatzves to the auto (pages 35-36 ) by
In c o r p o r a t ln g b zk e l a n e s a lo n g m a lo r ro a d s , a s w e l l a s f ro m

n e zg h bo rh o od s t o sh o pp in g s lte s

(4 ) E llm lna te the Prov idenc e Road Co rr ldo r from the po te nt la l

a lt ern at yv es fo r L lght R a il T ran s lt (page 4 3 )

R e s p e c t f u l ly  s u b m l t t e d ,

M a r s h a E l l lo t t , P r e s ld e n t



O F

N E IG H B O R H O O D  A S S O C IA TIO N S CHARLOTTE, N C

Fe b ru a ry , 1 9 9 3

TO : M e c k le n b u rg C o u n ty B o a r d o f C om m is s lo n e r s

C h a r lo t t e C l t y  C o u n c l l

R E : S o u t h  D l s t r i c t P l a n

F o r t h e b e n e f l t o f a l 1 c o n c e r n e d , n o w , a n d  I n  t h e  f u t u r e . t o r e -

e s t a b l i s h t ru s t In t h e P la n n ln g p r o c e s s . w e st ro n g ly u rg e t h e
fo l lo w xn g  c h a n g e s b e f o r e  e xt h e r o f t h e t < o  b o d le s a b o v e  a c c e p t

t h e S o u t h D l s t r i c t P l a n :

(l ) A s w ith the other Sma ll A rea Plans (page 11 ), rev zew the
Prov idence Road /prov idence Road West/lnterchange Land U se Plan
t o :

(a ) Coo rd lnate dev e lopm ent w lth p lan ne d roadw ay
In f ra st r u c tu re , v za a p ro fe ss io n a l y u n b la se d , ov e ra l l t r a ff lc

a n a ly s z s , In  a d d lt lo n t o z n d lv l d u a l t r a f f xc s t u d l e s : o r e a c h

p a r c e l a s I t I s f l le d fo r r e z o n zn g .

(b ) Greatly reduce the commerczal and multi-
fa m i ly  d e n s lt i e s N

(c ) Prov lde for adequate g reen space

(d ) C reate a design be fittlng the resldent ia l
c h a ra c t e r o f t h e s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a

(2 ) Expand the lzst o f recommended safegua rd s to be con sxdered
when evaluating the perm lt for the H lghway 521 landfill (page
52 ), and clarxfy Its deslgnation on the map by coloring it other
th a n  g re en , s o a s n o t t o c o n fu se It w i th a Pa r k

(3 ) Add a third strategy for dea llng w lth tra fflc conge st ion and
prov id lng fo r a lternatlve s to the auto (pages 35-36 ) by
xn c o r p o r a t ln g b lk e la n e s a l o n g  m a lo r ro a d s , a s w e l l a s f r om

ne ig h b o rh o od s t o s h o p p ln g s l te s

(4 ) E lim lna te the Prov ld ence Road Co rrldo r from the po tent la l
a lte rnat ive s fo r L zght Ra il T ran s lt (page 43 )

R e s p e c t f u l ly  s u b m l t t e d ,

M a r s h a E l l i o t t , P r e s l d e n t
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M I N U T E S O E  M E R K T.E NV U R G  C O U N T Y  B O A E D  O F  C O U N T Y  C O M M I S S I O MR K K

F eb ru a r y  2 3 , 1 9 9 3 7 :3 0 P .M .

O  R  T  H  C A  R  O  L  I N  A

E C K L E N B U R G C O U N T Y

T h e B o a rd o f C om m l s s i on e r s o f M ec k len b u rg C ou n ty , N o r th
a r o l tn a , m e t ln S p e c z a l S c h ed u led  S e s s zo n a t S ou th  Ch a r lo t t e M zd d le S u h o o l o n

u e s d ay , F eb ru a ry  2 3 , 1 9 9 3 , a t 7 :3 0 p .m .

A T T E N D A N C E

r e se n t : Ch a l rm a n H . P a rk s H e lm s a n d  C o m m t s s to n e r s

E d n a Ch t r tc o , P at sy  K z n se y e L loy d  Sc h e r ,

A n n S ch r a d e r a n d  R o b e r t L . W a l t o n .

$ A sslstan t County  M anager W anda T ow ler
C le r k t o th e B o a r d J an z c e S . P a i g e

b s e n t : C o m m i s s i o n e r D o u g  8 0 0 th .

1
T h e B o a rd  m e t I n J o i n t s e s s ï o n w i t h Ch a r l o t t e C i ty  C ou n c l l f o r

th e p u rp o se o f c o n d u c t ï n g  a p u b l ic h e a r zn g  on  th e S au th  D i s t r l c t

P l a n .

C h a i rm a n H e lm s c a l l ed  th e m e e t z n g to o r d e r  a n d d e c la r ed th e

p ub l i c h e a r l n g op e n .

T om  O 'B r te n , Ch a l rm an  o f th e P la n n i n g C om m z s s z on , m a d e op e n t n g

r em a rk s r e g a r d i n g  t h e p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s . H e a l so th a n k e d th o s e

t h a t p a r t i c tp a t e d . L a u r a H a rm o n , m e m b e r  o f t h e P l a n n m n g

Com m lss lon sta ff , g av e a b r ief ov e r vyew of th e Sou th D ist rtct

P l a n .

T h e f o l o ow ïn g p e r s o n s ap p e a r ed  t o sp e a k o n th e So u th  D i s t r zc t

P l an :

L e o n a r d  C l -m m o r  - sp o k e I n op p o s i t l o n  t o h I s p r op e r ty  b e a n g

d ow n z o n ed  t o m u l t z f am z ly .
1

M a r s h a E l l l o t  - P r e s i d e n t  o f th e S ou th e a s t  C o a l l t t o n  o f

N e ig h b o rh o od  A s s o c i a t z o n s ex p r e se e d  c o n c er n  f o r  th e f o l lo w i n g

I s su e s : T h e I n t e g r i t y  o f t h e P l a n  an d  p r o c e s s p e r r e c e n t C i t y

C ou n c l l a c t z on  r e g a r d a n g th e N o r t h e as t D i s t r z c t P l an . I n

a d d i t zo n sh e a s k ed  f o r th e f o l low l n g ch a n g e s .

(1 ) As wzth th e other Small Area P lans (page 11 ), rev zew the
Providence Road/provldence Road W est/lnterchange Land Use
P l an  t o :

(a ) Coord znate d evelopm ent W lth p lanned roadw ay  in fra-
st ru c tu r e , v i a a p ro f e s s i o n a l , u nb ta se d , ov e r a l l

t r a f f i c an a ly s l s , I n ad d i t l o n t o in d iv id u a l tr a f f i c

stu d i e s f o r e a ch  p a r c e l a s i t I s f z led  f o r r e zo n zn g .

(b ) Greatly reduce th e com merczal and mu ltifam zly
d e n s i t z e s .

(c ) Prov zde for adequate green sp ace .

(d ) Create a deslgn befitting the reszdentzal character
o f t h e s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a .

(2 ) Expand the lzst of recommended safeguards to be considered
w h e n  e v a k u a t ïn g  th e p e rm x t  f o r t h e E x g h w av  5 2 Y ï a n d f t k k

(p age 52 ) , and clarzfy  Its d esignat ion on th e m ap by
c o lo r in g I t o th e r th an g r e e n , so a s n o t t o c o n fu s e l t * 1 th

n p a r k



(3 ) Add a th zrd strategy for dealzng w zth traffzc congestion
and p tov ld zng for alternatlv es to th c auto (p age s 35-36 ) by
zn c o rp o r a t t n g b ik e l a n e s a l o n g m a a o r r o ad s , a s w e l l a s f r om
n e z gh b o r h o o d s t o sh o p p i n g  s z t e s .

(4 ) E lim zn ate th e P rov id en ce R o ad Co rr td o r from  th e p at en t la l
altern ativ es for L igh t R azk T ranslt (p age 43 ).

L ou ie B . D av is - R e s zd e s o n A l l i son  L an e - r eq u e s t ed  w a t e r an d

s ew e r f or th i s a r e a . H e f e e ls th a t I f w a t e r a n d s ew e r i s
p r ov zd e d  tt m ay  g e n e r a t e zn t e r e st  zn b u l l dœ n g zn  th i s a r e a .

W i l li am  H o fe - n n - r e s ld e s ï n th e P r o v zd e n c e C ou n ty  C lu b  a r e a -

spoke tn opposition to th e Hh zgh density n of 20 (+ ) and asked
th a t th l s b e r e c o n s id e r e d tn l z gh t o f th e f a c t th a t st u â l e s h av e

sh ow n th a t a L i g h t R a i l c o r r a d or  In  tb a s a r e a i s n o t su i t ab le .

O t i s C r o w d e r - sp ok e z n s up p c r t o f t h e P l a n an d  th e p r o c e s s . H e$

a c k n ow le d g e d  th e f a c t  th a t D i s tr zc t P l a ns  n e e d t o b e f l e x nh l e

an d t h a t ch a n g e s w h e n m a d e n e e d t o p r o t e c t  th e ch a r a c t e r  o f th e

c om mu n i ty  a n d  th e o r l g zn a l z n t e n t  o f th e P l a n .

P a t  W in t e r - M em b e r o f th e N o r th e a s t C o a l tt t on  o f N e tgh b o rh o od s
-  s p o k e z n op p o s ï t z o n t o r e c e n t  c h a n g e s I n  th e N o r t h e a s t

D z s t r i c t  P l a n b y  C i ty  C o u n c i l . S h e e x p r e s s e d  s u p p c r t  o f r e s a -1

d e n t s tn th e S ou th  D z st r tc t a r e a an d h op e s th e ïr P l an p on c e

ap p r ov ed e i s n o t ch a n g e d .

K en  P ick le - R e s id e s In th e H e a r th st on e C om > ln z ty  - ex p r e & s ed
c on c e r n  a b o u t th e  p r op o s e d  S ou th e a s t  D z s t r i c t P a r k . H e r e -

qu e st e d th at n o a c t l on  b e t ak e n r e g a rd ln g  th i s p a r k  u n t l l h I s
c om mu n i t y  i s g iv e n  a n  o p p o r t u n z ty  t o  p r o v z d e  I n p u t .

N an cv  W iq g an m - R e s zd e s tn th e H w y 5 1 c o r r zd o r a r e a . R eq u e st ed

th a t th e w i d en tn g  o f C arm e l R o ad  b e ad d r e s sed . Sh e a l s o sp ok e
z n f a v o r o f t h e P l a n  a n d  a c k n ow k e d g e d  th e f a c t  th a t c h a n g e s  m ay

o c c u r .

K a t h y  A r t h u r - r e p r e s e n t i n g  M a c k  S t u a r t o f U -H a u l sp o k e z n

o p p o s z t i o n t o th e i r p r op e rt y  b e l n g r e zo n ed  f r om  I - 2 t o B u s z n e s s .

R a n a n l J oh n mo n  - R e s l d e s ïn  th e P r ov l d e n c e C ou n t r y  C lu b  a r e a -

E xp r e s se d  c o n c e rn  fo r s ch o o l s I n a h l gh  d e n s z t y  ar e a - r e qu e s t ed

1 a sp e c i f l c d e f in i t œ on o f uh z gh  d e n s i ty .'' H e a ls o a sk ed  i f

P r o v td en c e R o ad S ou th w ou l d  r em a in  tw o  l an e s .

K a t h l e e n  Ch a p l i n  - r e s l d e s i n  t h e P rov kd e n c e Co u n t ry  C lu b  a r e a -

zequested reconsideratlon of ''High Denszty '' 20 (+ ).

M a r v  F o l sy  - r e s id e s tn  th e P ro v xd e n c e C ou n t r y C lu b  a r e a -

requested reconsideratzon of HHigh Denszty l' 20 (+ ).

V i n c en t  R yd z ak  - R e s zd e s i n th e P a r k R id g e n e i gh b o r h o o d  -

o pp o s e s r e z o n in g o f th t s n e lg h b o rh o o d  f ror

Residentlal/Mu lttfam ily to Residentzak . He stated that such
r e zo n zn g w ou lâ  e f f e c t  se tb ack  r eq u i r em e n t s w h t ch  c ou kd  p r ev en t
h om e ow n e r s f r om  b u z ld in g a g ar a g e .

P r ad ee p  T ip n i s - B e r k l ey  n e zg hb o rh o od  C iv zc Ch a l rm a n  - e x p r e s s ec

con cern fo r th e h lgh d en saty 20 (+ ) and th e lack o f p ark s anc
a d equ a t e g r e e n  sp a c e In  th e P la n .

Ch r z st i n e  P a r k s - sp o k e in op p o s z t zo n t o C z t y  C ou n c l l 's r e c e n t

a c t z o n r e g a r d ln g  th e N o r th e a s t  D i s t r l c t  P l an . Sh e a sk e d w h a t

a s su r a n c e s W ou l d  b e m a d e  b y  C a ty  C ou n c z l th at  th e S ou th  D ts t r z c t

P l a n w o u ld n 't g e t  c h a n g e d .

B o b  K u fe r t - m em b e r  o f O ld P r ov l d en c e C l v i c A s so c l a t l o n  '

e xp r e s s ed  c o n c e rn  f o r r o a d tm p r ov em en t s a n â  t h &  n e ed  f o r  th (
a l r e a d y  a p p r o v e d  l e f t t u r n z n g  l a n e a n d  t r a f f z c  s z g n a l f r o m  O l(
P r o v ad e n c e t o S h a r o n  V z ew .



R ob  K a n n ?b u r gh  - Ch z e f o f th e P r ov xd e n e e V o lu n t e e r F t r e

D- -ep a rtm en t - a s k ed  th a t th e n e e d  fo r f z r e s e rv l c e s in th i s a r e a

b e c o n s i d e r ed  In th e d e v e lo p m e n t o f th z s p l a n .

B a i l ey  P a t r l ck  - A t t o rn ey  f o r C r o s l an d  F ou n d a t i o n  P e t ï t z o n
a d d r e s s e d  t h e r e c e n t  c h a n g e s t o  t h e  N o r t h e a s t  D z s t r i c t  P l a n . H e

ex p r e s s e d su pp o rt  fo r th e d i s t r z c t  p la n n z n g p r o c e s s an d  th e

p l a n n a n g  s t a f f .

H e le n G z le s - r e s zd e s i n Sh e r w o od F o r e st a r e a - a sk ed th a t th e
ov e r a l l Im p a c t o f th i s and  o th e r p l an s o n e x t st xn g  a r e a s b e
c a r e fu l ly  st u d i e d . Sh e a l s o ex p r e s s ed  d i s c o n t e n t f a r s ch o o l

b u s e s g o i n g th r ou gh  h e r n e i g h b o rh o o d .

L ou l se G r ee n  - re s zd e s An  th e L am p l i g h t e r V z l l a g e a r e a - op p o s e s

r e zo n tn g f r om  m ob i le h om e t o s zn g k e f am z ly .

G 'b.ll. & .
E a r l Gu t le d  e  - ad d r e s s ed  a re f e r e n c e c o n c e r n l n g h lm  b y  B a i le y

$ Patrick . Mr . Gutledge stated that he was not opp osed to the
e x z s t ln g W a l -M a r t a t th e A r b o r et um  b u t W a s o p p o se d  t o t h e 1 .2

m i l l i o n  s g . f e e t i s su e .

C a r o l R e a  - r e z t e r a t ed  M r . G u t l ed g e ts rem a r k s a n d a s k ed  th a t

c om m e r c ï a l d ev e lopm en t b e k ep t a s low  a s p o s s zb l e .

) R od e r zc k  Sh zp lev  - a r e a l e st a t e ap p r a i s e r - s t a t ed  t h a t h e f e lt

th e r e c e n t C i ty  Cou n c i l d e c i s io n  r e g ar d ïn g  th e N o rt h e a s t

D ï st r tc t P l an w a s a g ood  d ec ï s l on .

àlecrbo-pq
T i m o t hy  C r o w b a r th  - r e s ad e s i n P r o v i d e n c e Co u n t r y  C lu b  ar e a -

opposes hagh density of 20 4+ ) and the need per Lnformat zon
r e g a rd i n g th e L tgh t R a t x  c o r r tâ o r fo r th ts a r e a .

T om  O 'B r i en : Ch a z rm an o f th e P lan n l n g  C om m l s s l on , m ad e c l o s in g

rem ar k s en c ou r a g zn g c i t i ze n s t o c o n t zn u e t o g lv e Inp u t an d t o

k e e p a n l n t e r e s t  I n  th i s p r o c e s s .

C ou n c z lm em b e r T om  M a g um  sp ok e a s a c i t l ze n  a nd  ex p r e s s ed  h a s

op p o s tt to n  t o th e r e c e n t  ch a n g e s tn  th e N o r th e a st  D i s t r t c t  P ï an .
A s a c o un c i lm an  h e a sk e d p e r s o n s I n h I s d l s t r z ct t o c a l l u p on

h ïm  w zth th e ïr c o n c e r n s an d th a t th i s p l an w ou ld  b e r ev l ew ed  b y

l C zt y  C ou n c ï k 's P l an n ln g  C om m i t t ee .

C i ty  C o u n c i lm em b e r L y nn  W h e e l e r  ad d r e s s e d  t h e N o r th e a s t  D i st rl ct

P l a n an d r e c e n t C z ty  C o u n c l l a c t zo n .

C h a i rm an  H e lm s m ad e wc lo s l n g r em ar k s an d In d l c a t ed  th a t i t w o u ld

b e som etim e in /or after Ap ril b efore a deczszon is m ad e
r e g a r d i n g th e a d op t lo n o f th e S o u t h  D i st r zc t P k an .

Th e re b e tn g n o fu r th e r b u s tn e s s th e m e e t zn g W a s d ec l a re d

ad a o u r n e d  a t 9 :1 5 p -m .

J a n i c e S . P a i g e , C l e rk  H . P a r k s H e lm s z Ch a zrm an
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The City Council of the City of Charlotte , North carolina and the

Meck lenu Arg County Cn-- ission convened for the Publie Hearing on the South

District Plan on Tuesday , February 23 at 7 40 at South Charlotte Middle

school on Strakberry Tm ne Councilmemhers present were Ann Hnmm ond Dan

C lodfe lte r , Pat H ccro ry , H oy le M nr+in T om K angum D on R eid and Lyn n

W heeler County Commissàoners present were Ch akrmxn Parks H elm s , E4na

Chirico , Ann Schrader Lloyd Sher :ob Walton r and Patey Kinsey

AnRvMp Kayor Riahwrd Vlnront, Council H-rs Stan Clopbell, Nasif Kajeed
Pattera/a . Klla &rarb @r@ugh and C ---ànsknner D eug 1 @0tb

chairmxn Parks Helms oeoned the Publac Hearing by welcoxing those œn
- -  '  

l k in forw ard to hear ing th eir c amm entsatten dance , an d stated he w as oo g

He introduced the elected officiala in attendance as well aa the m-m--rs ef

the P lann ing C ission

Hr T em O 'B rien , cha ir of th e P lann ing comm issïon sa id that a g re at dea lX
.

pf tàme , energy , thought and discussion had been put anto the South

D istric t P lan , the last of the sev en d istrirt p lan s He recogn i zed the

c iti zens in attend ance wh o h ad w orked op the p lan and stated he fee ls

fortunate in hav tng a P lanning Staff that xs of the quqlity that we have

they are rare ly recogn xwed in q fash ion comoen sqrate w itb th e effo rt

ànvo lved Grow ing cnmm un it ie s like Cha rlotte rare ly have the typ e o f

talent that we have here Thia com- .nitg is also fortunate to have the
intereat Q f th e eitl zen s and th e e lected o ffkc ka ls in a ak kng su re th at th e

qu ality of lifp issu es rise to the su rface Th at 'a w hat th is p ro cess xs

al1 about He introduced Laura Harmon of the Planning ataff

Laura Harmon , Planning Staff gave a brief overview of the South District

P lan , and said that staff wou ld r-mnin after the meeting to talk w ith

cttizens She ihtroduced the Plnnntng and Departm ent of Transportation

Staff in attendance , and referred to a m ap to point out tbe lim àts of the
sou th D istrict P lan the re zoning s th at w ill n eed to occ ur and the fu tqr e

infrastructure plnnned Most of the development now and projegted for the
future w ill be stngle fnm lly reaidential and the m ost dramatie changes in

the future will be Bouth of H ighway 5 1 because of th* Outer Belt The plan

strtves to preserve the character of the existing netghborhoods , and to

balance out new developm ent w ith thqt existing

Mr Helms then called on the firat speaker , and asked thex to lim it their

c e n ts t o th r e e m in u t e s

Leonard Cle-Mer, 4712 Park Road, 535-#93: , said I have lived on Park Road
for 49 gears, paid taxes on offlce-xnstitutional for 4: years for 7 and 3/4
acres when I only have 6 and 3/4 actes and I resent my property bemng
dewnzoned to mu lti-fam ily I intend to Fut a medtcal institutxon there
eventually I have the oldest privately ewned O lympic gym in America there
and no one has the r ight to te ll m e I h ave to dow n zone My p rop erty and m ake

it w or th one -tenth of wh at it is now

Mr Helmp said ht would grant the next speaker , Harsha Kllaott some

additional time aince she representa the Coalition

Harsha Blliott , 5427 Crosshill Court e 846-4987 , Prestdent of the Southeast

Coa lition of Ne ighborhood l ssœeiation s sa id w e w ou ld a ll h ave to ag ree that

after the Ctty Council 's zoning decisyon last week concerning the Power

Centers in the Northeast D istrict that a dark cloud hqs settled over the

credibility of the planninq process There is a perception (real or not )
that the District P lanning process lacks integrity I quote Charlotte
Observer Ed itora Feb ruary 7 1993 NIf the C ou nci l app rov e s the re zon tng

it w ill be a v icto ry o f c lou t ov er p lnnn ing , an d a troub ling om en it

w tll send this message only the naive believe in the public planntng

p rocess and th e àan d u se rule s th at resu lt from kt * b ecaus e th e r ukes

change uhen powerful private interests want them to No one here toniqht
w ou ld a rgu e the fa ct that w e need lln d u se p lans T hey a re e psen tia l to

direeting the gree th of our city tnto a healthy pattern It is v ital that

we re-establish the credibility and integrity of the plans l And paramount
to doïn g s o w tll dep en d on wh ether you officia ls are ab le to e lea r up the

prob l-- - that c lou d th is P lan fs hon or L et m e m ake tt c lear th at the se

accusations of lack of integrity are not just a last mynute effort to get

n sg
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minor changes ip the Plan on ovr bebelf Rather they ,tea from a three

year attuggle to convince the Planntng Staff and a ehanging qrray of

appointe: an; ekeote; officiaks that the p kactng o: extreme ty hxgh denstty

Multi-family and C ---erctal ulea at the Providence Road Outerbelt

interchange aad in the mJdgt of an establïshed resldentïal c ' '-unity ia not

only unaound pllnn ing :ut a blatant wisuse of the planntng proreas The

oply and I repeatg only reason for this kind of density at this loration is

a h au4 n q t o dev e top er p re ssu re

Ma . Vlltott continqed Other reaaons have been cited but they have no

basts Por evnmpte, (1) TNe ataff vill tell you that there ts a pres:sing
need for alternqtive affordlble hpusing Fut , ït ie questïonlbie whetber

mqkti-family at tKis kocatton v tll be aLl tNat paffordabte'' in realtty

In an area where land valuel are so high e bow ''affordable' can apartments
and rondos be? The developer: w ill eertainly expect a return on their

investaent (2) The staff will tell you , as they have adapantly tnsiated
for three years , that Prœvidence Road is planued to be a light rail transit

corridor and tNat l pocket of high density is needed in this location to
insure future ridership an4 support We have argued that light rait ylong

Providenee Road is an drpasaible notton I think you w&ll have to agree
that ue are rfght slnce the prelkmlnary findlnga ok th* ecbarlotte
Transitional Analysisp àndicates that the Provàdence Road Corridor w ill

ind*ed be labeled as an unauitab le corridor by that study in $ta final

report If these prelip inary findings have not conv inced you of this

truth , then w e suggest that you have no other ehoice but to delay the
dectsion for the adoption o: the South District P lan qntit the fina t

results are avatlab le as these resukts are key to that decipion

Kliminating Prov tdence Road from the lïgà t raïl corridor altmrnatâves

certainly puts a g iganttc anag in the game of OC IRCISA Q TH INKING '' that the

staff ba> b een p layin g l F trst they say s Ngstab lish the denstty to c re ate

l heed for t*e kivht traik* then tNqy sly *v* need the light tail beçause

there will be luch high density % Well, jPSPRISKI taxe out llght rlil,
and vhat d/es that do to the density issue? Right- - no light rail , no

denaity l Be realiatic Keep the light raiï centered lround the akreaGy
ex ist fng worr idora a long  Sou th Bou levard to R/CX D ï1l an d In dep en den ce to

the Monrpe lrea (3) The staff and developera wtll tell you that there are

marxet d--nnds &ure there ar# Bqt the purpose of these Diatriet Plans
ia to direct thole market d--xnds into healvhy grle th During the

Ap ïann kng processl an4 I uae that tnrm np knuning proceee* looee ky , for kt

actually wa* more of au facilitating proeessl or lrail road jobn the 6 E
C oaàition suqgested a scenario that vou ld have alloved land luners to

develop moderate acale c - rctal pkfkce and aultà-fam&ly Tbe

sureounding single-fapily neighborhoods pould have been proteeted by
buffers of qua kity Ring te-fam ily tnnovative housing like garden homes w ith

zero-lot-line yards Adequate green space wou ld prov ide for neighborhopd

parks and e partial retentton of the natural beauty and aathetiqa ve al1

erave as the city engulfg the auburbus and uttimately makea it a part of
the urban acene Even N ew  York Citg , the ''arm pit of Am erica N , had the

good sen se to ieave green spare ln C en tra ; Pl rk

Hs Elltott atated our suggeated p kan haa all the gualities of good

p lanning , and it does not exceed rea ktettt and hea kthy lim its P lacexent

could be shifted , somevhat , to accnMmodate tand owner, desires but the

ele>entl of (a ) moderate density , (b ) proper buffering of exieting
neighbothoods (œ) adequate green apace (d) retatnkng the reakdentxa:
cDarac ter o f the area pe/d to rem ain in tact p urin g the m eetipg a for the

D istriet P kah tNe ptudy qroup reviewed the previously adopted ,> :11 area

p lap , for south Pazk , Qnmn Road z and lo forth , and Made negessarg
changes But , the adopted Small hrea P lan for the Providence Road

Interchlnge was terted , Goff LiP :YP for discussionn Thls - ls lot olky al

obvious lack of qonsisteney in the process , but I dare sag possàbly an
unethieal procedure W e now  need to recitfy that situation and reetore the

plln 'a tredlblllty by redoing this small area plan (1) Thû staff uàl1
tell you that it ts not neeessary to reexam ine this area p lan beeause it

w a@ so tecent ky hdopted and a tteady ue lk Ohalhed out o and discussed This

is not altogether true Thts **nll hrea Plan vas auopted in 1999 Hueh

haa changed sine. then the least of which is the recent fànding whicb

ind teates th at Prov idenoe Road w i ll in a ll probab tltty no t be a l&eh* ra il

eorridor Tbis Imnl1 Area Plan w as hurriedly done and m-mhers of th@

atud: group felt lïke the staff 5ad already deeided what the p lan would be

nlv
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and inpute vaa just rote exercise M-mh-rs of the County Commission voted
to adopt th às A rea P lan ev en thou gh th ere w a s ev idence o f conf licts o f

intereats The G B Coa lïtion w as , an d gtill is , c onv inced that an

impartial traffir analysis wou ld provide that road infrastructure even at

Mn+iM -  build-out w i th Providence Road w idened and the Outerbelt completed
cou ld not supp ort th e ind icated d en sity N o t rafic stu dy u as done A

motion by the County Commission to do so was dïscussed and defeated Now

we have been told by the State Department of Trasnportation that plans for
a D iam ond Interch ange Con figu rat ion m ay be inadequ ate Th e bu ild ing o f

the Quterbelt would then suffer a major delay We must face reality l We
need an 4mnnrtial , professkonal traâfkc analysks of the entkre satuation at

this interchange to determine just how much density the planned roads can
actually handle The Providence Road Interehange area represents a major
p ort ion of the un dev e loped lan d in the Sou th D istrict T he stake s are

htgh . b0th for developers who are seeking erofit , and residents who v ant to

protect their neighborhoods hs elected officia ls you owe a listening

ear te b o th of the se greue a Bu t , p leaae r-- -m her th a t àn the end aa Fo u

vote , y ou M &wt do w hat is best for Cha rlotte as a w h ole ïou mu st restore

eon fidence in the p lnnn ing p roce ss and th en you m ust adopt a soun d v iab le

D iatrict P lan H s Blliott then pa ssed ou t a lœst o f recomm en ded ch ange s

and continued So you w ill see by this list of recomm ended changes in the

South District Plan that #1 is just what I have spoken about I pill just
qui ck ly read f or th e record our oth er recomm end at ion s Th ey are pretty

m uch self exp lan atory lnd w i ll be addre gsed by oth er speaker s tonig ht

m 'm her tw o ia to expand th e list of recommen ded sa feg uards to b e con s lderqd

when evaluating the permit for the Highvay 521 landfill (paga 52) and
c lar ify tts design at ion on th e m ap by co loring it other than g reen , so as

not to confuse it with a park (3) add a third strageqy for dealing vith
traffic congestàon and providing for alternatives to the auto (pagea 35-36)

by incorporating bike lanes along pajor roads as well aa from
neighborhoods to shopptng sttes (4) eltminate the Providence Road Corridor
from the potential a lternativ es for L igh t Ra il T ransit

K s i lliott sa td sh e w ou ld leav e w ith a e arting thoug ht ''T he law  doth

punish man or wOMan that seals the goose from off the c '--on but lets the

greater felon looae that seals the common from the goose n

b ouie D av is : 1!1Q8 P rov idence R oad , 646- 1985 , liv es in th e A lltson L ane

c '- ln ity - a cn-mun ity w ithou t w ater and sew er W e are ask ing the County

C --- laalonera and other okkickaks if Fou p;ll look into tbla Ve have not

had any candy , we have been getting crackers for our lifetime so w e want a

litt le can dy now , an d w e 're ask ing for u ater and sew er In this

e '-'-'&n ity , w e see som e need to b e upg rad ed There are som e ah an uone d

h eu ses , and they need to b e to rn deun , traah taken ou t o f the area , an d if

we can get uater and sewer , tt will be an inviting area for others to come

and  bu i kd

Willtam Hofpmnn 6124 Providence C C Drive, 846-#J4Jaaid Harsha Elliott
did a wonderful job talking about the problep they see coming down our
thr oa ts a t the interch ang e o f the Be ltw ag Th ere are areas on th is m ap

anrked ''high density l but the p lan that was proposed tn June . 1992 does

no t ind icate v hat h igh den sity m eans There is ano ther referen ce to a 199Q

plan , and the 199: plan refers to bigh density as 20 duelling units p lus

per acre That cou ld be 2Q , 30 , 1Q , vho knlws? The developera uill do

w ith it what they w ant We ?re very much concerned that there should be any

high density at all here , w e think the removal of the transit line will

negate the need for high denstty here There are some very beautiful

resldential areas , we don t know what they really pkan , 2Q unkts pkus can

mean lnything you w ant it to mean

Otis Crowder, 301 Greengal e Tmne, 366-0009 said I have lived in Charlotte
since I was born In 19VQ, my parents moved me and my family out to the
b oon dork a a t th e ro rner of F aïrvl ew  an d Pr ovl den ce A t th at tim e the

enly shopping availahle *a: Hunter 's Store a store abou t 20 6 by 50 1 and

we làterally had to chase the cow s off the lqnd we lived on when we built
ou r h ou se I hav e seen a lot o f chang es ov er m Y lifetim e , and hav e m ade a

conacioua decision to live in Charlotte There have been som e ctàticisms

about the process that went Qn in the North side of Charlotte A lot of

thts was centered on the fact that a District Plan had been made and the

C ounc il h ad to m ake a d ec ision on wh ether or no t to a llow  that P lan to

n sg
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chang e I don 't know w hether tb eir deç ision v as correct or no t I tan lt

tell because Qf the way that vhe paper and the media and al1 of the

emottons that w ent tnto that , and the nale callinv and everyth ing that went

on , hut I know the way that tt happened w as not a good *ay and I don 't know

whether anybody w tll ever know  hou the decision shou ld have been made , but

there is a need for flexibiltty in these plans Hew many people cou ld have

said 20 years agQ that they knew vhat ehanges would be taking place in thts

area ? The Furpose of this plan is to protect the needs of the people of

thia c --- m ity lnd of the indtviduals I hope that as we go forth that

there w ill be some flexibiàity but that we will make sure that ve look at

it to proteet the eharacter of the c ---unity the quality of life and

folloe the intent of the plan so that there will be a geod system for the

fu ture

Pat W inter , 1913 n-mhrigh Llne , 549-9229 said I am a m -munr of the

Northeast Coalition We moved to Charlette *ix years ago to a planned

area in the northeast and felt UNCC was an asset vas tnstrumentat in
p àan nïn g the area and w pu ld see that the P lan w aa up he ld T ra fflc w as to

be controlled , and we vou ld not end up w ith the sax e problems as Southeast

Charlotte pqe to proeer plnnning our area would be a wonderful Place to

ltve I b elieve it still is The rezoning board and C ity Couneil 's

dtsregard for the whole process and the desires of local residents is the

reason I'm here this evening The time , effort aDG interest of those

dàrectly a'fected by tbe Distriçt Plan should be âoremoat not just the
profita of wea lthy developers Decisions should be made in the public 's

best interests It is distresainq to the roxmunity that our former ally ,

UNCC , haa ignored the area 's desire for an orderly . plnnne4 cn- - tnity to

get $l0Q 0QQ to $29: 0Q0 for the UNCC Poundation The so-called Gateway
to UNCC currently inc lu dep nevottations with % M art anG Hom e Depot hcross
the stre et is a propoped b owe 'y y a C ros lan d dev e lopm en t as w e ll It is

certainly not what the plan calted for nor ts thi/ the type of shopeing
that stu dent s at UNCC and area re sidents hav e b een req uesting W e d o n ot

need feuz pewer eenters , ee do not vant the Crosland UNCC Power Center It

is a flagrant violation of the Northeast D istrict P lan The integrity of

th e c ity is in que st ton I kn œw p lann ing is im portan t ae ev tdenced by the

probl-m - in southeast charlotte I w ish you succeas w i th your plan and hope

it isn 't taken as lightly as the Northeast plan has been Thank yQu to

the Cou nty C -- -ission ers a e they h qv e listened w hen w e lobb ied fo r the

k niversity City Reg tqnak Ltbrlry TEey respowded to the area 's w ishes

Th wnk you for you r tip e an d c on skderation th is ev en ing l 'm  ve ry g lad to

aee that you people are ànterested in what .s going on

Ken Pickle , 3138 Tatting Road e 846-5789 resides in the Hearthstone
C ' tnity , on the Union-Heeklenburq Wline-* I am interested in the

sou tbea st D ist rict Park an d un derstand qfter som e t im e of in attent ion the

Planninq C ission has turned again to developing the southeast Dietriet

Park I vant to request that no action is taKen until there is input frop

our neighborhood

K r F flltam  J Sp at z did n ot speax as he aaid h e conc ur w w ith h r Pïc kle

Nancy W tggtns , 6425 Pelton Court , 541-6471 resides tn the Highway 51

eorridor area There are a coup le of issues I want to bring foreard The

first i. tranlportation When Carmel Road ip w idened there is goinq to be

a p r/b lem arou nd b lt tle A v enu e It 's gofn g to b e a b pt tlen eek and p eop le

are go ing to be ki lled I hop e that p lnnne rs and sta ff w t ll ll ok a t th at

over tdm- Also , I want to express soa e appreciation to hard w orking

citixens Thoae are the stuGy cokmission , the pllnning commission and

these wonderful elected offieiala Thetr job tsn lt eapy e and tbis is @
good p lan I have seen Charlotte grow from Morrkson Parm to Bouth Park and

while thta plan is just a guideline , it ds a good guideline I expect tha%
there w tll be changes over time for unseen needs and opeortunititea that

o ake Charlotte do phat it does best - - grow and be a wonderfu l place t/

ltve

Kathy Arthur , 11395 Red HickoEz, wqs there to represent HacK Stuart of
U-Haul Company who reeetved notice of this heartng only yesterday and coul;

not be here We vtgorously oppose the proposed downzontng of our eroperty
frem I-2 to business U Hau l Company purchased thip aite seeeifzeally

becahae it is zoned I-2 I-2 ks the xon tng we ou lt have to u se our prqperty

n @g



February 23 , 1993

Public Hehring , South Distrtct Plan

hinute Book 101 , Page 355

as w e ar e n eu and in tend ing te cont inu e u stng it Recent ly w e spent a

considerab le am ount of money ipproving the site lnd if tbe zoning is not

ohanged , we plan to spend more to improve it furtber

Randal Johnson, 123Q1 Pine Valley Club Drive. 846-0*19 lives in the
Providenee Countr C lub c '''-''*aïty and dfd not eant to stand in the way ok
progress . but did w ant to cite three concerns One tp schoo ls I wou ld

urge the Planning C ission to consider what tNey 're going to do about

schools if they allow high denlity residential zontng and a kso this is

aomething that shou ld be thought out in term s of how hïgh the depsity is

qo tng to b e Rdd itiona kky , wh en you 're ta tkiug abou t th ta kind o k d en sity ,

y ou need to consider wh at you ïre g oing to d o abou t the roadv ay s Prom w hat

' understand , there has been no consideratton given to changing Providenee

Road from a two lane and that needs to be conatdered In closing I

noved here from Southern California anG thtnk we have the best kept secret
in the United States, this is just a great place to live and we a1l

und ers ta nd you 're b uïlding a sys tem  to get m or e tax do llars A t th e sam e

time , you need to eonsider that you don 't w ant to lose the best thing we

have - - àt 'a a nàce place to lkve

Katsleen Chap:in , 11421 
.

ilenn Abbey Wayr 846-3746 livea ïn Provédence
Country C lub area I sp oke ab ou t th ree y ears ag o in su pport o f a Retïtïon

regarding the South Diatrict P lan At that time the agenda of eowerful

development corporations interested in property at Provxdence Road uq<

placed above the needs and wants of the eitizens of the area Due to laat

week 'a deeision by Couneil , I wou ld aay aoxe things have not changed The

special projects plan, which il part of the south Diatrict Plan, vill allov
for multi-fnm lly œf 20 plus for this area No where else in Mecklenburg

County is that allow ed or existing I would ask for a delay to reconsider

this

Xary Foisey , 11500 Glenn Abbey Way . 846-8565 ie also a resident of the

Providence Country Club Rrea I implore you to take a look at the
detisions yoq  m ake tontght , v e made a consctoqs decision  to come here to

làve Prior to living in California ' lived outside Washington e DC Botb

Qf thele areas have been aàgnlficantly rhanged , altered or ïn aom e caap'
ruined due to zoning decieions that w ere made It ds unfortunate after

hav kng been here a year apö a hlkf to see that we m ay have t*e k kld qf

density you dre proposing , and T wou ld ask you to think about same areas of

the country and take a look at what you m ight really be doing to

Charlotte

V tncent Rydzlk e 118Q1 Moonridge Drive . 543-8823 restdes in Park Ridge Hy

property is scheduled to be rezoned from residential/multi famïly tp
tesidential The plots are al1 bu ilt out as sàngle fam tly , they dre only

doing this to justify the plan Wben you do that you dre going tp change
aetbacxs Peop le who vant to build a garage von 't bave that opportunity

please just leave us alone and gpend your money somewhere else Your
let ter wam e ou t an d said w e 're from  the g ov ernment aud w e 're here to he lp

'ou 're w asting a lot of m on ey re zon ing ou r area , you 'll p rob ab ly end up ïn

eourt Save aome tax a oney and buy aaotbar fàre trurk for the people beïng

annexed , they are getting no con@ideration for fire service e reseue or

anythin:

Pradeep Tïpnis , 10127 laterbrook Lane , 846-4951 Lkvqs kn the Berk ley

neighborhood and ia representing the neighborhood as th* civic chairman

I havm tivqd i? th ks nekghhorhood for ab oqt tvo years , and as the gentleman

aaid , it is a good place to live We just love it We don 't want anythlng
tn this D tstrict P lan to change that A lot of effort has been put intp

the Plln by the Planning C --- isston and the Plenning Staff but the one

th ing I reakky k ant to stresa is that balancq does not mean puttisg a h iqh

density apartment and balancing single fam ily neiphborhoods does not m eln
forgetting parks W e really need a perk tn this area , and we don 't have

any Stnce there is no specific parcel designated as park land e and the

County does not have m oney to purchase : un leas the developers are prevaileG

upen t/ rom penaate kor not Navfng parxs we vill npt have any green space
I w ou ld like to urge the elected offirials if you approve thts plan to make

sure that the zoning and the land use p lan has specifte areas show n for

green space and parks so that the nature of the property in the area às

p re served

n ag
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Christtne Parks z 270: Riddings Court , 5é7-1Q2
.

0
.

spent a year and a h alf on

the N orthwest D istrict P àan , and q year and ehat: on the N orth D xstrxct

Plan I am here ton icbt becau se of Ctty Couneil 's blatant disregard for

the Northeaat Dïstrfct P'an to approve al1 the pouer gen ters an the

northeast I juat want to ask City Council tonight vhat aasurances they
are going to give the people here tonight that they v ill follow this plan

vhes th is becnmos po kicyz

Bob Kufert . 6829 Dulverton Drive , 365-4166 reptesented the O ld Providence

Civic Aspoeiation Most of the roadway improvement w ill be takinq p lace

south of Highway 51 because that is wher* most of the development is taking

place That fs ls it should be However the folks <ho llve South of 5 1

and those peoplq who vtll be moving therm will need to c '-''- tte upte-n or
to gouthpark to go to work , and in order to do so they * 111 need to travel

North of 51 Unfortunately , many of thep are travelling around py

neighborhood Old erovidenee Since t5e Colony ex tension is t-o lane and

many folks are unhappy about that , I think they will aqree that it w i1l

tlke aoxe of the congestton œn Shlronv iev  and relteve that W e do have an

lm- ediate need for a left turn Lane frot O ld Providence to Sharonv lew , and

for traffic sïgnals That traffie pfgnal and left turn Iqne vas funded and

wls achedule; to hlve already begun , but fortunately ve have recentky

discovered that th ere is a d rainage prob lem on that corner , so w e sre

tllking nhenlt a 1Q to 12 m onth delay untik the Krly Corps of Elg ileere can

approve that left turn lane and that traffïc signal I 'm callinq upon you

to take whatever steps are necessary to expedite these improvexents it 's

deseerately needed

Rob Kinniburqb . 4529 HcKee Road e 846-1111 is the Pire Chief at Prov xdence

Volunteer Fire Departm ent In 1986 , the County k anager tried to put us ont
œf business because there wasn 't anything south of H ighway 5 1 In 1952

the u ltimate c -- unity action group got together and foroed this fire

departm ent , th e on ly ftre department betveen Waxhav and South Park

Today , you ran aee what ds before you Ctty Ceuhcil you dre fixing to take

a large portion of our area Càty C ouncàl 's acttona ks %he reaaon M r Fox

w antpd to put us out of business We have to provide protection to you

the eitizen (wedre the necessary evtl that someone apoke of earlier) until
th e M erY seron d tha t p roper ty becom es a p. r1 o f the C ity o f Cha rlo tte , an d

v ery little consid erat àon is eve r given t o th at f act for th e v olunt eer f ir e

l*rviee in vhe county IBK , the Untveraity Research Park . al1 large tax

pqrcela , are protected by volunteers until the city takes over but you

don 't get any more baped on hew much they put into your area We have to

provtde the protegtion , it 's a very cœstly thing for us , a non -profit

organilatton to try to take care I just hope in your further artions you
rem-mh-r our part of it aa we w ork hard to provide protection to whatever

you decide to put there It 's very difficult

Batley Patrick , 352 Eaatover Road , 372-1120 is the Attorney for œohn

Crosland I vanted to brtng a m essage to you in the Southeast tp express
the one concern and the thing that has cost him the most sleep at n ight

th at th ks c -'m kty mkght th knk th at b ecause o: k hat h ae h appen ed in th e

Northeaat that we 're puttinq under stress a system for planning that to me
ta one o f th e m o st v ita l th ing s in Char lotte I lm  he re tonight to t ry to

gtve you a few facta ao that you can appreciate and R aybe put in context
sos e of the decisions th at w ere made in the Nortb east First of al1 to

brtng to you at least my opinion that the district plannànq procesa ia
sou nd and in lo lid condit ion n otw ïthl tand ing v hat y ou zv e read in the

paper bet me give you som e facta about tt Southeast Chlrlotte is

b lessed *1th Ntrong neighborhood leadeship I have ha4 the priv ilege of

w orking v ith them ov er th e lal t fou r or f iv e ye ar s You #ve he ard from

K lrsha Zllïott tonigst . I 've worked with M arsha on severql re montng

petitions Rarl Gulledge , Carol Rea , Dottke Coplon . W alter Sh apkro - - one

of the fitat neiiNborhoed leaders - - those people qnderstand district
plana , they underatand how to get to the city Council , the County

C ' <ssfoh and to enforçe those p lans R àittle about the plannïng

process and the district planning procesa - - if you read the paper you

wogld thinK th at v e the citixqns wrote tkose plans We had tapqt . but
basica lly those plans are drlfted by profeasional p lanning eeople I

happen to agree with that When you lre doing long r*nge p lœnnïng e you

need those kind of people drawtng those plans Charlotte is blessed kith

non-political , non-biased people in that department Now they fœught pe

nlF
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too th and ton e qt recent tim es , bu t I h ave a h igh reg ard for th em  an d th eir

professionalàsm The plann ing staff is on solid ground But the potnt

i@ , w e do hav e input . w e h av e the stu dy g rou p s as y ou 'all hav e had in the

Gou theast District Plan we have public bearings like today But

bapically the plan is drafted by plnnners N@w p lanners can 't be perfect

and they pre going to make m istakes and as som eone aaid earlier you re

going to have to have changes from ttme to tàme If you take a look at the

in ter im South D iatric t P lan , an d you com pare that p lan w ith t:e p lan you v e

got n vw , you e': see th at a nqm u r of ch ang es h av e occ arred I c an

remo-hnr vhen Providence Road and 51 just absolutely had to stay sinqle
family and there vere three or four zoning petxtions lost hefore finally

something happened there Even when it did bappen that plan got changed

frex a amall shopping center to about where we are now I can rem-o h-r

Earl Gulledge figbting the Wal Hart out there , but now larl embraces the
W a l H art so th ere are ch ang es and th ey dre g oing to happ en

Hr Patrick asked if the audience wanted him to shut up They responded
w ith ye s and app lause H r Patr ick said he v ou ld con clu de but he w ou l4

like to m axe one statement that is very important to him , in the Northeast
tb ing , I thïnk it is imp ortan t th at y ou u ndersten d th at there w ere

ctrcumstancep and changes out there that justtfted looking at the
situat ion The au d ience responded H on ey e an d app lau ded Mr Pa trick said

he would just conclude by saying that all the zoning out there for the
p @ver center: w a a not con sistent w ith th e p lan anu I th ink that u lt il ate ly

the dàstrict plan às long range and you need to support them and you can

enforee th em

M r H e lm s asKed tf th ere w ere othera tn the au d ience wh o w an ted to speak

bu t had n ot pign ed up ?

Helen Giles, sheruood Fortst said ahe would like to speak In consunctton
w ith -the sam e p otnt the g ent l-m nn b efo re K r Patr tck p oin ted ou t about

thoae of up who tndeed live in the ways of the trafftc that ia qenerated
from all thele direetions , I wou ld qsk that City Council and a ll menbers

wbo he lped dectded my quality of life and my netghbor 's quality of life to

keep in M in d th e dm n xc t o f you r dectsion s on th o se of u s wb o have b een here

a long tim e W hat has happened in m y n etghborhoo d is th at v e hav e tut

throu gh traffic en d there is notb àng done ab ou t it , it às encou raged since

th e atreeta v ez e B o poorly p lan ned w i tb d evelopm en t in ter ep ts a llow ed to

çeme r@aring in here about ten yearl ago w ith no thought for those of us

who were goàng to have to contend with mn-moth traffie jn-- Those of you
from Califorp ia think we 're in pretty good shape but it 's not , for those of
u a wh o live h ore w e tear our h air ou t becau se p e 'v e n ot b een p lann ed

fœr Nevertheless what I have found out is also all the buses from

hatthevs cut througb our neighborhood and we 've got one lane of traffic
through th ere c on stant ly , w e h ave no s idew a lks an d y ou have to w a lk in the

gu tte r as the cars zoom throu gh at 50 m ile s per hou r , o r you can w a lk tn

som eb ody 's yard You can 't b reathe , an d I keep con sta n tly hou nd ing p eop le

in the gity governm ent to help ua Fe get no help e my cïty councilman is

no help It 's just an x-nminable situation I have tplked to the School
Board about -nblng the huaes go ue to Randolph , and being a good neighbor

to u s Fe llow  c tti zen s tho se o f you w ho do lare nHnut u s p lease rem om hor

those o f u p w ho are st àll u p h ere and have been p ay ing taxe s fo r 25 years ,

and getting nothtng for our taxes since it 's all going to tb e neker

eao.wlnities

bouise Greeny Tm-nltghter Village Hobile H&:# Park aeked what we are gokng
to do when our property is reloned, we can't afiord :loûeoiû homes I want
the comm issioners to answer m e , w e have 86 mobtle homes here I moved out
o f th e city fou rteen an d a ha lf years ag o to g et ou t o f th e tra ff xc and

n ew I hav e to m ov e back in to th e c ity to g et ou t p f the tra ffxc becau se

it 's now w orpe where I am That 's my maœn question , what happens to the

mobile home park?

Kar l Gu lledg e aa id I w an t to m nke a ç larif iration I d idn 't fig ht the W a l

H ar t , I fough t a m illion tw o square feet at Prov iden ce an d 5 1

caro l Rea satd sNe , too , fought tEe cilllon two square feet * a11 . but th-re
is on e th ing ' fee l w e h av e a ll learned a fter the N orth D ist ric t P lan and

th e lates t re xon tng s by the C ity C ounc i l , w e hav e to keep the d en sity an d

n ag
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the amount of e ---ercial development at the l@west posstble level becauae

it is on ly going to go up The developers look at this as ground zero and

ev ery th inq 's g oing up f rom th ere I w ou ld u tg e C ity C oun ctl and th e C ounty

C ---ission to allou us time to relook at it w tth events of rerent days in

mind and with this group of citizens underatanding this ls the baee line

àt la only golng to get bïgger

Roderick ship ley said I am a rea l e state app raiser and hav e h eard a lot o f
.

- -  -

emotkonal talk ab out what happene; hUY I thinK the recent N ortheast

decision was a çood one I d on 't agree necessarily with the process and ve

need a lot more governm ent in the sunshine than we have but it w as a good

dectsion

Timothy Kroboth talked abput the high rtse being proposed for the

interch ang e tw een th e Q ute rbe lt an d P rov idence Roa d W hat ron cerns m e is

that if one looks to the 1990 plan that was passed and looks at 20 plus

denstty . I don 't knov what 20 plus means - 4Q , 69 , or BQ? I hardly @ee how

we can approve a p lan that is ambiguous and anyone can turn and tw kst

h@lever theg want Secondly . I really couldn 't see any justifieation for
Dax lng thfa 29 plus vïs-a -vip looklng at other areas here àn tbe soutb
d àstriet It seom - the 20 p lu s is arb ïtrary W hat u e 're ta lk ing abou t ts

planning , and there ought to be a basis for planning I Eave to questien

the original 1990 plan because of the laek of justification for that
A lso , there haa been a tentative rethinking as far as light rail down

Providence Foad , an4 l thinx w e 're at a potnt uhere we need to reeonsider

whether 20 p lus Qr 16 ts really appropriate for thia area I seriously

cueatfon whetber àt àa ff thàl à, not gofng to be a lfght raJ; rprrâdor Zs

thta a land based pork barrel?

Mr Helms then ealled Tox O 'Brien for eoncluding remarks

K r O 'B rien pa id m o st o f the c nm- ent s reeeived ton igh t Kav e foc uaed on

p roce ss and on v ision W e don 't a ll h ave the sam e v ision , but that 's

''- fxlly the caae . The proceas that has been referred to by aeveral peoe le

as it was exh ibited post recently w ith tbe Northeast rezoning petitions

m aybe kan 't th e process th at w e oug ht to hav e I w ill te ll you that I

think we ean do a lot better in how  w e dea l w ith those k tn ds of issu e a aa

w e *ee ou r c -- - m tty dev e lop ed It has occurrred to m e a a I read the pape r

and listened to folks get pretty excited about thia over the past coup le of

w eeks particuarly . that it pretty rare that something good comea Qut of a

peraonal attaJx pp people that are ïnvolved in tbese derfsaona It

doean 't seem to ue that movea us forward aa to where ve are aa a

cam- &nity I k ou ld ask all of you to think about that as we discuse the

Sou th D istrirt P lan , e spec ia lly iasu es w ith ineen dia ry a spects su ch aa

denaity I wou ld ask that each of you continue to prov ide feedback to the
P lann ing C ' -iaaion an d c erta in ly to tb e e lected o ffic ia ls , put it in

writing and be as spectfic as you ean To focus on things that really

exhlbàt a pepltlve impagt on our city will be helpful to P lanping Thank

you for betng here please keep the c ' ents rom ing

C ou n ci km -mh -x T ?M M angum  w an te d to sp eak as a c itixen w ho tiv e s &n the lrea

to th e g roup W e 're g oing to b e strugg ling ove r th e next f e- yea rs p ith

this plan , there are sope prob lem- and concerns v ith it I ap available to

you while we 're doing this , th* part inaide the City Limita w ill go back to
tbe Cl ty la P lann in ? Cn-- ittee If you hav e p ar tï cuàar çon rerns , eall an d

let m e know w hat they are I repre sent you , ïf y ou 're in my distr iet I

uant to help you If you fre in another district , I w ill refer you to that
p erson b eeau pe if doe s get v ery c om p licated I do fee l thqt a s a cit tzen

tbat we did a dtsaervice tn North Charlotte that ls my opinion and I #m not
g œtng to get tn an argum en t ov er that ïou fo lk e oq t here need to

u nder stand one th ing , if you fre d issattsfted w ith the system o r w ith k h at

happ ened ln Northeast Charlotte get a pre neighborhood actïvists on City
C ou h ci l I 've ehded u p sev era l ttme s on th e sho rt en d o f th e stick and h ad

p eop le to than k m e for stand ing u p for w y b elie fs bu t I h av en 't w on a

th ing

Helen Giles asked why Btan Campbell wasp 't there stnce he ie aleo a

repre sentat kv e of th e area N o an sw er w aa av a kkab le

n @ g
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Coun ci lm --H -r Lynn W hee le r said I d idn 't know w heth er I w as g olng to say

an y th tnq or not , b ut since my inte rgr ity has b een im pu gn ed e I thought

sinee half of thts p lan ia represented by District 6 and I am your
rep re sentativ e , I w anted you to know  w ha t I :ee briefly tha t w ent on in th e

N or theaat area I w ant to c lar ify m y v ote s and th e Coune il fs v ote

eoncern ing the Nor theast D istr iet P lan n tm h er *ne it w as nev er m ention ed

in any m edia that I ever saw  or read th at all three sites w e re in

opposition to the Northeast D istrict Plan , but there seeped to be only

oppo sition ba sed on th e Cros lan d site In fart , th e Norcem site on H ighw ay

29 which was approved by the County C ission in 1991 for a power site was

also in violation of the Northeast District P lan , although it vas

rec --- ended by P lann tng sta ff To date , prior to la st w eek 's v ote the re

have been eàght v to lations to th e Northe aat D istriet P lan Num ber tw o , I

believe and alw ays have that the Crosland site waa the superior site due to

the accesa to the three thoroughfares , good bu ffertng and architectural

con tro ls Purth erm ore it w as end orsed by the Zoning C na- ittee and des ired

by and endorsed by the adjacent netghborhood and the administration of
UNCC Hy concern was the process I wou ld have preferred that tbe

D istrict P lan b e sen t back to the P tann ing Com m iss iln w ith the se three

s it e s th a t w e r e in v io la t to n an d h av e th e p la n ao e n d e d b u t i t d xd n et w o r k

out that way I never sw itched my vote , I didn 't vote until Monday niqht

In fact , I nev er in dicated to any n eig hb orhood group that I w as v ot ing

eithe r w ay I spent a g re at dea l o f t im e w ith th e ne ighbo rhoo ds had a

lot of inpu t from th ea , and any sugg estion that Mr Cros land w as ou t of

line I bare ly eve r spoke to h im  Du ring p y fou r y ea rs on the P lan nxng

coxmission , I ehaired the Zoning Committee for two years and I believe I

deve loped a repu tation as a staun ch supporter o f distrxct p lans and I think

you can a sk anyb ody w ho kneus m e I ap sorry abou t v hat h app en ed last

w eek , I am con cern ed abou t th e cn-- m ity sp tr tt I d on 't w ant anyon e to

fee l as if they hav e b een betrayed on lied to The re w a s a 1ot of innu en do

and a 1ot of n am e calling th at h app ened and I w an t you to know  that I am

here for you , too I th ink that w e ough t to take th is v ho le p roc ess an d

m aybe change it , tighten tt u p , so tha t these th ing s th at the pu b lic

doesn 't fee l like they 'v e h ad inpu t , bu t y ou hav e to rea lile the proper w ay

to am en d a district p lan is through a re zon in g an d there w as a great dea l

of pub lic inpu t Th is w a s not done b ehïn d c lo sed doors , there w ere n o

secret m eetings A c larificat ion in the paper said th at Ba iley Patriek

cam e to m y doo rstep , my offic e is at m y hou se Th ere w a sn vt any p lace for

h tm to com e if I w as in an o ffice Ju st rem em ber , th at d istrict p kan s are

flexible and subject to change The best that we can do is try to adhere
to them as carefu lly as w e can I w an t you to kn ow  that I am he re fo r you

and I w ant you r inpu t aa D istr ic t s ix repre sentat iv e Th ank y ou

M r H e lm s satd that com m ission ers Sch er and Chir tco w an te d him  to te ll the

audience that part of the P lan is also in their district They w ill be

delighted to hear from the citizens as the process continues

M arsh a Blliott asked w here th e p lann ing proces s goes frem h ere w ha t is the

t im etab le for adop tton o f th is p lan ?

K r H e lm s re sponded that the C oun ty Cnmm ission and the C ity C eun ci l are

tentat tv q ly schedu le d to d iac us s this p lan in Ap ril a t our reg ular lun cbeon

m ee ting s It w ill be v oted on sam et im e afte r that pre lim in ary d iscu ssaon

an d I w ou ld su ggest to you  and a 1l o f tho se in attendance that w e w il l

con tinu e to reee ive inpu t and con tànu e to w ork w ith the P lann ïng Staff an d

m -m H -r s o f the P lnnn ing Cn- mission an d this is an on -go ing p roce ss I w an t

to exp ress m y deep apprec tation to a ll of y ou w ho hav e com e ou t ton ight to

sha re you r concerns and c rit ic i-m - and ev en som e su pp ort fo r the p rocess

th at w e g o through T h is is n ot easy for any o f u s w ho find ou r se lv es

trying to br ing ab ou t change One of the thing s th at I h ave found a fter

m an y yeara in pub lic ser viee is th at any ch ang e is d iffic ult bu t un le ss

this c ''- tn ity can ch an ge an d ch ange tn a w ay that ref lec ts the va lue s and

v iew s o f th is ? ' ' 'tn ity and the citt zen s w h o liv e by tho se change s v e M ake ,

then ve have lost a great part of the nomneratic process tNat m akes up vho

we are I wou ld also say that ehange involves riska ê and there are riske

invo lv ed in ev eryth ing w e do tha t is d ifferent from  u hat w e have done

b efore I hope tb at y ou w ill b e sen sitiv e to uh at the se P eop le are

a ttempt ing to do , and I hope you w i ll h elp us c reate an env ironm ent w here

w e can disrus s opposing v iew s , w here w e can d iscuas d tfferences of

op in ion s and w here w e can u ltim ate ly arriv e a t a p lan tha t re flee ts a 1l of

n 59
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the inpqt that th ks e m ity can brtng to b ear Thal can pn ly be done if

thos/ of you in thàs cn-- u:ity vant it to be done in that kin4 of an

environment It 's up to you We w i1l do our best to be as know leugeable

as ve can : to be sensitive . to be caring and I hope that when we ultrmately

adopt thip p kan , whether you lgree with it or not , thht you bq îieve that it

has been done fairly y that each one of you and every person tn thia

c Anity has had an opportunity to express your v iew abou t it Again I

thank you and I thank my fe llov Coxmisaioners and members of Citg

Counoil If there tl no further bustnees thts heartl: ia hereby

adjourned at 9.15 p m

Naney S Gilbert Deputy City zlerk

Length of Heeting Qne hour and thirty-five Minutes

Minutes Cempleted Karch 4 , 1992
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