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2 100 SIGN S

1
210 1 INTENT Avn PURPOSE

The purp ose of thzs sectlon zs zntended to accomplzsh the follow zng

1 oblectxves

j 1 To ensure that slgns are desxgned, constructedj xnstalled, andmatntained so that publzc safety and traffxc safety are aot
comp rom ised

2 l o m kn zm ize th e d zst ra ctzon s an d the ob stru ctlug-of-v zew that

contrib ute to trafflc hazards and endanger pub lzc safety

3 T o en courage a b zgh standard for szgns Iu o rder th at they should

be app rop riate to and enhan ce the aesthetlc appearance and

att ra ctzveness o f the conmunzty and y furthe r , create an aesth etic

env ironm en t th at con trzb utes to th e ab xlzty of th e comm un lty to

att ract sources of e conom ic developmen t and growth

j
i 4 To allow for adequate and effectzve slgns for communxcatzng
1 xdentzfzcation wh ile p rev ent zng szgns from dom xnatzng the v zsual

app earan ce o f th e a rea xn wh zch th ey a re lo cated

2102 DEF IN IT IONS

F or the purposes of these regulatzons , the followzng words and phrases

sha lt b e de fla ed as sp e clfzed b elow

1 A m o rt ization
A p rov xsxon requ trza g aoa con fo rm la g sxga s as dete rm taed in

Se ction 2 112 of th is o rd znan ce to exthe r be come con form lng o r be

rem ov ed w ith in a set p e rzod of tim e , othe rw wse kn ow n a s the

am ortizatzon p e rzod

2 A wn zng
A stru ctu re m ad e of c10th m et al y or oth er s aterkal affixed to a

>

b u xld zng in su ch a m ann er th at the stru ctu re m ay b e ra zsed o r

retra ct ed from  a bu zldin g to a flat p o sztzon aga zn st the bu zlding ,

b u t no t a canop y

3 B alloon
11 d w ztb h eated gas or a gas lzghter th anA nonp orous obl ect fi e

a z r

4 Bu ild zng W a ll
The en tzre su rface area , zn clud xn g w zndow s and doo rs , o f an

exte rzor w all o f a b uzldzng Fo r the p urp oses o f th ys ordlnan ce ,

th e area of a wall w ill b e ca lculated fo r on ly the flrst th ree

storzes , or 45 feet zn hezght of a bu xldxng , wh zchever Is less .

.-  l -



5 Canop y

A stru ctu re othe r than an awnzng made of c10th , m etal or other

m aterkal wh zch m ay be tota lly o r partzally atta ch ed to a b uzld xn g

for the purp ose of p rovzdzng shelter to pat rons o r au tomob zles , or

as a decora tzve featu re on a bu zldxng w all A canopy Is n ot a

comp letely en clo sed st ru ctu re

6 Copy

A ny w ords , lette rs , numbers , fxgures , characters y symb ols , logo s ,

or In signza that are u sed on a szgn d zsp lay surfa ce a rea

7 F arm P rodu ct Sales

Sea son al sa le o f farm p rodu cts ra zsed on the p rem ises whe re

p rodu cts a re raszed as an acce sso ry to an ag rlcu ltu ral u se

8 t znea r F ron tage

b b lzc rzght-of-way from oneThe length of a p rope rty a uttzn g a pu

szde lot lxn e to anothe r

9 Logo

A buslness tradem ark o r symb ol

10 Pa rap et

That p o rtzon of a buzld lng w all that extends abov e th e roo f lzn e

11 P lanned g ev elopm ent

A t ra ct o f land under szng le co rp o ratzon z p artn e rsh lp y o r asso cia-

tzon ownersh zp , p lanned and deve loped as an lnteg ral un xt In a

single deve lopmen t op eratioa or a defznitely p rog rammed se rles o f

developmen t operatzon s and acco rdzng to an approv ed developm ent

p lan .

12 P rem xses

A contlguou s pa rcel o f land w ith Its appurtenan ces an d buzldxngs

th at fun ction s a s a un zt Fo r th e pu rp ose o f th zs o rd ln an ce an>

'

outp arcel along the p erzmeter o f a sh opp zng cen ter or szm zlar

m ult z-tenant use , that con tazns a freestaad zng b uzldzng an d a

p ark lng a rea sep arate from the shopp zng cen ter a s Indlcated on

an app roved szte p lan sha ll be conszdered a p rem zses sepa rate

from the p rem ises o f th e sh opp zn g cen te r

13 R o o f L ln e

T he h ighest p ownt of a flat roo f and m an sard roo f and the lowe st

p o zn t o f a p itched roo f

14 S zght D lstan ce T rlan gle

f d b a diagonal llne connect zng two p ointsThe trxangular area orm e y

located on tntersectzng rzght-of-way ltnes (or a right-of-way lzne
and the curb of a drzveway), each poznt being 35 feet from the
zntersectzon, and the two zntersectzng rzght-of-way lznes (or a
rzght-of-way lzne and a drzveway)

- 2 -



Sigh t D istan ce Tr zan gle
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STREET 3 :
Stree t r igh t aw ay ltn e
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$Z Street r igh t o f w ay lin e , or curb

C/â lin e of p r tv a te v eh ic le en tran ce

1 15 S zg n

Any ob gect , dev zce , o r st ru ctu re , o r p a rt the reo f sxtu ated outdoo rs

o r Indoo rs , w h zch zs u sed to adve rtzse y zden tzfy , d zsp lay y d zrect ,

o r a tt ra c t a t ten t zon to an ob g e c t p e r son , zn st itu t lo n y o rg aa zz a t zon

b u s zn e ss , p ro du c t , se rv zce y ev en t o r lo ca t zon b y any m e an s
, tnc ludzng

w ords y letters figures , deskgn s , sy mb ols y fix tures colo rs

zllum zn atzon , o r p rog ected zm ages S zgn s do not zn clude th e flag

or emb lem o f any na tion o rgan izatzon o f n atzon s state czty , o r# ) 3

any fraterna l relzgzou s or cwv zc o rganzzatlon s , wo rks of art w hzch

In no way zden tlfy a p rodu ct , o r scoreb oa rd s lo cated on athe letic

fie ld s

16 S mga F ace A rea

The a rea w zth ln a szng le cont znuou s p e rim e te r en closzn g the

ex trem e llm zts o f cha racte rs y lette rin g , logos y Illu st ra tion s , o r

o rnam entatzon s togethe r w lth any m ate rza l o r co lo r fo rm zng an

in teg ral p art o f th e d zsp lay o r to d zffe ren tzate the szgn f rom the

b a ckg roun d to wh zch zt zs p la ced St ru ctu ra l supp o rts b earzn g no

szgn copy shall not be zacluded xn the sxga area If a skga ks! attached to an entrance wall or fence
j on ly that p o rtzon of tha t

w a ll o r fen ce on to w h zch the szgn face o r lette rs a re p la ced sha ll

be calca lated zn th e slgn area Only one szde of a slgn shall b e

in c lu de d zn th e ca lcu la t zon

j .- 3 -
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SIGN A REA ME A SPR EM ENT S
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Groun d Sign Wa 11 Slgn

Slgn Area = (A )X (B) Sign Xrea = (A )x tB)
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P ole Sxgn s

s I G N (:
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s I o N (F
sign Area = (A)x (B) Sign Area =
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2
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17 Szgn H ezgh t

The d zstan ce from the h zghest po znt of a szgn to the grade of the

adla cen t road a s m easu red from the b ottom o f th e cu rb o r edge of
k

pavem ent Groun d m oun ted slgns shall b e mea sured from the h ighest
'h f to the ba se o f th e szgnp o znt o a sign

'

j r

S I G  N

A

1

Hetght o f cu rb or pavem en t

Pole S ign

Jt -: : I* N :' 
- A

ê

' 

:

G round Sfgn

18 Szgn Structure or Support/ Any structure that supports or is capable of supporting a slgn:
ln clud lng de co rat zv e cov e r

19 Speclal Ev ent
A p lanned tempo rary activ lty associated with a n onp ro flt organl-

1 z a t l o n

j - 5 -



20 Sign Typ e s

The follow lng a re typ es o f szgn s lncluded zn th zs ordznan ce

B anne r
A slgn In tended to be hung eithe r w lth or w zthou t a frame

possesslng characters letters Illustratzons o r orn amenta-' ' #

tzon s applied to plastzc or fab ric of any kind , excludzng flags

and emb lem s of pollt lcal s p rofe sslon al rellgzou s j educatlon ,

or corp o rate organxzation s

Bulletzn Board
A szgn u sed to announce m eetzngs or p rogram s to be h eld oa the

prem xses of a church school audxtoraum ltb rary , museum ,j ; #
communlty recreatyon center , or sxm ilar noncommerczal places of

pub lzc a ssemb ly

B uslness S lgn

A stgn that dzrects attentzon to a busxness y p rofesslon , or

Indu stry located up on th e p rem zses W here the slgn Is dlsp lay ed

to type of products sold, manufactured or assembled and/or to1
se rv zces o r en te rta inm en t o ffe red on sa zd p rem zse s , b u t no t a

stga pertatazag to the p recedzng xf such actzvzty ts only m inor

and An czden tal to the p rznclp al u se of the p rem lses

Camp a lgn o r E lec tion S zgn
A szgn that advertzses a can dzdate or Issue to be v oted upon on

a d efzn zt e ele ct zon day

Canopy and àwnxng Sign s

A slgn atta ched to o r paznted o r p rtn ted onto a canopy or
aw n ln g F o r th e p u rp o se s of th zs o rd xn ance y the p erm ttted szze

o f a can opy o r aw n zng slgn k z11 b e calcu lated on the b a szs o f

the size of the buzlding Wall to wh tch th e can opy zs atta ched

It w zll , for measurzng pu rposes , be conszdered a wa ll slgn

Con structxoa Sxgn
1 ' d t a const ruct zon szte Iden tzfy ing o r announczngA sign p ace a

the p roa ect o r th e n am e o f th e a rch tte ct en gznee r , con tra cto r ,

finan cie r , o r o the rs inv olved zn th e d ev elopm en t of th e p roa e ct
A co n st ru ct zon s lgn m ay n o t con ta zn lea s xa g o r s a le s in fo rm a -

t z o n

D etached Szgn
Any szgn that ts not affzxed or attached to a bu tldxn g and zs

securely and permanently mounted zn the ground Such sign may

be a ground mounted or pole mounted sxgn for the purposes of

thts ordxn ance

D lre ctiona l or lnstru ctxonal Szgn

S stgn deslgaed to guide vehxcular aad/or pedestrzan traffzc by
h w o rds as ''E n tran ce'î 'fE x zt'' t'P a rk lng'' fîo ne -W ay ''u siag su c 

, , , ,

o r szm zlar dire ctlona l ln st ru ctzon , bu t not zn clud yn g any

adv ertls zng m e ssage

-  6 -
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D zre cto ry S zgn

A secondary szgn on whzch the names and lo catlons o f occupants

o r the u se of a bu zldzng or p roperty zs zdentzfied

G round H oun ted S lgn

A szgn whzch extends from the ground or whlch has a support whzch places the bottom thereof less than 2 feet from the
g roun d

Gov e rnm ent S xgn

A ny temporary or p erman ent szgn e rected and m alnta lned for any

gove rnm en ta l p u rp o ses

F e s to on

F o r the p u rp ose s o f th ls ord znan ce a fe stoon zs a deco ratlv e

strzp hangin g betw een tw o po znts , b ut not zn cludzn g holzday

deco ra tion s F o r examp le , trtan gu la r p ennan ts o r llgh ts

h ang lng on a con txnuou s st rip

F lag

A p lece of durab le fab rzc o f distln ctlv e deszgn attached to a

p erm anen t p ole j tha t ks used as a symbo l or decora tive fea ture

F lash zng S zgn

A szgn that use s an zn te rm zttent o r flash ing lzgh t sou rce to

a t t r a c t a t t e n t xo a

! Iden tzfzcatzon S zgn

4 A szgn whzch dzsplays only the name, address, and/or crest, or
In slgn ia , t ra d em a rk o c cup a t lon o r p ro fe s slon o f an o c cup an t

o r th e nam e o f any bu ildzag on the p rem ises

Illum zna ted S zgn

A sign eithe r In tern ally o r ex tern ally zllum ln ated .

Incldenta l Sign
A sign Iden tlfy zng o r adv e rtzslng asso czated good s , p rodu cts ,

j servlces, or faczlitles avazlable on the premlses Such
zn cidental slgn s zn clude , b u t a re not llm lted to xn fo rm at lon

related to ered zt ca rds a ccep ted b ran d nam e s , p rzce szgn s , o r

h ou rs o f op e ra tzon

H em o r za l S zan o r P laqu e

A sign designatzng names of buzldxngs and/or date of erectzon
an d othe r Item s su ch as a rchztect , contractor r or others

iav o lv e d zn th e b u z ld tn g 's c re a t xo n cu t tn t o o r a t ta ch e d to a

buzldzng surfacel
N on comm e rczal S lgn

h b l hes n oncomm ercxa l sp ee ch w hzch ws any speechA szgn t at p u is ,

n ot cla sszfzed as comm ercial sp ee ch

j .. 7 ..



N on con form ing S lgn

A ny szgn wh lch w as law fully erected In comp lian ce w lth

app licab le code p rov zszon s and m aznta zned p rior to th e

effectzv e date of this ord znance , and w hzch falls to con fo rm to

al1 app lzcab le standa rds and re strzctzons of th ys ordinance

O ff-p rem ises S lgn

A szgn that directs attent zon to a bu siness comm odlty j se rv xce ,

o r estab llshm en t conducted , so ld , or offe red at a lo catlon

othe r than the p rem zses on whzch the slgn ls erected .

O n-p rem ises S zgn

A szgn that d zre cts attea tion to a bu szness comm od lty , se rv ice ,

or e stab lzshment conducted y so ld , o r offe red on the p rem zses on

whxch the szgn Is e rected

Ou tdoo r A dv e rtzszn g S zgn

A type o f szgn , gen erally , but not lzm ited to , a rzgldly

a ssemb led szgn : dzsp lay , o r dev zse , u su ally free stand zn g , th at

ts affxx ed to th e g roun d o r to a b u xld ln g , the p rlm a ry pu rp o se

o f w h lch Is to d zsp lay adv e rt zszn g p oste rs Su ch szgn s comm on ly

re fe rred to a s ''b lllb oa rd s'' a re gene ra lly de slgned so that th e

copy or poste r on the slgn can be changed frequently an d the

adv e rtzszng sp a ce Is fo r lease

P lanned Developmen t Szgn

â szgn used In conl unctzon w 1th an app roved p lanned resldentaal ,

o ffzce , bu szn esses , lndu st rza l o r m lxed u se dev e lopm ent

Po le S lgn

A deta ched s lgn e rected aad m a zn ta zned on a free stand zng fram e y

m ast , o r po le and not attache d to any bu zldzn g but not zn cludzng

g round-m oun ted szgn s

Po rtab le o r Hov ab le sign

h t Is n ot p erm an ent ly atta ched to th e g roun d , aA szgn t a

stru ctu re , o r a b ulld zn g that can ea slly b e m ov ed from one

locat zon o r another F or examp le , a slgn on whee ls .

P rol e c t ln g S lgn

A ny sign other than a Wall awn in g , canopy , or m arquee slgn ,#

w hich Is a ffzxed to a buildlng an d is supp orted only by the

w a ll on wh ich th e szgn zs m oun ted

P ub l z c In t e re st S lgn

A sign on p riv ate p rop e rty that dzsp kay s za fo rm at lon p e rtinant

to the sa fety or lega l re sp on szb xlit ze s o f th e gen e ral pub lic

su ch as w a rn xng an d no tresp a sszng slgn s

R ea l E state S xgn
A szgn that zs u sed to o ffe r fo r sale , lease , o r ren t the

p rem lse s up on wh zch su ch sœgn zs p laced

- 8 .



R oo f Szgn

A sign e rected or m aintazned In w hole or zn p art up on or ov er

the roo f o r p arap et o f a b u zld yng

Temp o ra ry Sxgn

A sign which zs not p ermanen tly Installed zn the groun d or

a ffzx ed to any stru ctu re or bu lld xn g j aa d wh xch zs e rected for

a pe rlod o f tzm e as p erm ztted zn th zs ordznance

Temp ora ry P rol ect D ev elopm en t S zgn

A szgn that pertains to the deve lopmen t of a new subdzv zsion
,

p lanned mu ltz-fam lly deve lopm en t , p lanned sh opp zng cente r
,

In du st rza l , o ffzce , o r bu sine ss p ark , o r szm xla r land p arcel

1 V
ehzcu lar S zgn

S lgn s on p a rked v eh lcles v zszb le from the pub lic ryght -o f-w ay

w he re the p rzm a ry p u rp o se o f the v eh icle zs to adve rtzse a

p rodu ct o r to dzrect p eop le to a bu sin ess o r actzv zty located

on the sam e o r n ea rby p rop e rty F or the p u rp ose s o f th ls

ordznance v ehlcu lar szgns shall not Inc lude buszne ss logos
,

zdent lficatzon o r adve rtzszng on v ehzcles p rim arzly used for

othe r b u szne ss pu rp ose s

W a ll S zgn

A ny szgn dzrectly attached to an exte rzor wa ll of a buzld zng o r
dep en de n t up on a b u zld xn g fo r x t s sup p o rt w zth zt s ex p o se d fa ce

pa ra lle l o r app rox zm ate ly p a ra lle l to the p lane o f the b uzldang

or stru cture on wh xch the szgn zs a ffixed Slgns d zrectly

p a zn ted on w a lls sha ll b e con szde red w all szgns

W iqdow S zgn

Any sign attached to or dzrectly app lzed onto a w zndow or glass

doo r o f a b u zld zn g In ten ded fo r v zew zn g from th e ex te rlo r o f

j such buzlding

1

j .9-



2103 PROCEDURES

2103 1 Permzt Requzred

Excep t as otherw zse p rovzded zn thls ordinance y xt shall be un tav ful

for any pe rson to e re ct j constru ct j en large , mov e or rep la ce any sign

or cause the same to be done without first ob taznzng a slgn pe rmzt#
for such sygn from the Bukldmag Standards Depa rtmeat as requzred by

th zs o rd zn an ce

Notw zthstandin g the above , chaagzng or rep laclng the copy on an

existxng law fu l szgn shall not requ lre a p erm zt j p rov xded the copy

ch ange does not change the natu re o f the szgn such as to rend er th e

szgn An violatxon of thzs ordznance

2 103 2 épp lzcatàon and Issuan ce of Perm zt

Applzcatzons for permits shall contazn or have attached to th e follow lng

znfo rm a tion

a The street name and street number of th e building of the structure
to wh zch the szgn is to be erected y or the tax pa rcel numbe r fo r

the zonzng 1ot onto whzch the sxgn zs to be located

b N ames j addresses , and telephone numbers of the applzcant , owner
of th e p roperty on wh ich the szgn zs to be erected or affixed

the owner of tNe szgn y an d the llcen sed contractor e rectzng o r

a ffxx zng the sign

c ff the applzcan t zs not the owner o f the p rope rty on whzch the

szgn wlll be located wrztten permlsszon from the p roperty owner

or a de szgnated rep resen tatzv e sta tlng ag reement that th e szgn

may be erected on the parcel for whzeh the pe rm it has been

app lzed shall be requl red

d A szte or p lat p lan of the p roperty Invo lved , show zng a ccurate

placem ent o f the p ropo sed szgn

e 1*o (2) blueprxats or inked, scaled drawings of the plans and
sp ecyfxcation s of the szgn to b e e re qted o r afflxed S uch

de tai ls sha ll an clude accurate dwm enslons , mate rzals , copy z and

szze of the proposed szgn For wall szgns , dlmenslons of the

buildzng wall on wh lch the sxgn As to be affzxed and the locatzon

and the sxze o f exzsting v all szgns shall also b e zn cluded

f App llcatlons for pe rm zts for outdoo r adve rtxslng szgns , zn

add ztzon to the abov e In format xon , shall contain a survey
p rep ared by a registered su rvey or show xng at least the follow œng

the locatzon of a l1 ou tdoor advertzszng szgn s wzth ln 1 ,000 ft

on the same side of the street and wkth ln 50û ft on the opp ostte
s zde of the street s structure s w lthzn 20 ft resldential dzstricts ,

h osp ztals , p arks z aad cem ete rzes w lthxn 500 ft : and app lzcab le

set b acks and sxde or rear y ards In the zon ia g dtstrict
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g O ther xnform ation as th e D zre ctor o f Bu zldzng Standards m ay

requzre to determ zne f u 11 comp lzan ce w zth thl.s and othe r

app lzcab le code s

I 2103 3 Issuance of Permlts
I

il Upon the fzlzng of an applzcatzon for a szgn permltj the Buzldzng
standa rd s D cp artm en t sh all ex am zne the p lan s and sp eczfzcation s y and

the premzses upon which the szgn zs proposed to be erected or afflxed1 If the proposed sxgn ws zn compliance wxth a1l the requzrements of
thzs ordznance and other app llcab le codes , a perm zt may be zssued

l Any p erm zt issued zn a ccordan ce w 1th thzs se ctzon shall autom atzcally
!

becom e nu ll and v oid un less the w ork for wh zch zt was zssued has

y vzszbly been started wlthzn 6 months of the date of lssue or If the
work autho rzzed by zt zs su spended or abandoned for one year

2103 4 Fees

I o ob ta zn a szgn p e rm zt , a11 fee s zn a cco rdan ce w zth th e assoczated

fee schedu le sh all b e p a ld

2 103 5 F znal In sp ectzon

Ppon w rxtten nottflcatzon o f comp letlon by the p erm lt holde r the

Buzldzng Standards Department sha ll make a final inspe ctzon of the

slgn t o v e r z fy co n fo rm an ce w tth ap p l zcab le cod e s

2 104 GENERA; PR OV IS ION S

The follow zng p rov zszons shall app ly to a11 szgn s

1 C on s t ru ct zo n S tan d a rd s

A 1l szgn s shall b e con st ru cted and zn sta lled zn acco rdan ce w ith

the app lzcab le p rov zszon s o f the N o rth Ca rollna S tate Bu ild zn g

C od e

2 E lect ryca l Stan dard s

A ll zllum inated szgn s sha ll b e zn stalled In a cco rdan ce w zth the

app lzcab le p rov zszon s o f the N orth Ca ro lzn a State E le ct rzcal Code

and sh all b e so zllum ln ated by an unde rg round e lect rzcal sou rce

3 M a zn t en an ce o f S zgn s

A1l szgns shall be mazntazned zn good structural and aesthetlcl condztxon Defzczenczes such as chzpped paznt
, b roken p la st zc ,

/ m issin g lette rs and exp osed lzght bu lb s shall be ev zdea ce o f a

lack of m azntenance Buzldlng Standards shall en force thzs

p rov ision In acco rdan ce w zth Sectzon 2 112 o f th zs o rd lnan ce

1 - 11 -
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4 Dxsp lay of Address

Street address numb ers sha ll be dzsp layed eithe r on a deta ched

szgn , deta ched address zden tzflcatzon slgn y or w all o f a buzld zn g

Such address shall b e v zszb le from the adgacent rzgh t-of-w ay

5 Con tent

If a commercyal slgn ls allow ed by any p rovlslon of thzs

ordznan ce , then a non comm ercyal szgn sha ll lzkew zse be p erm itted -

sublect to the app licable standards herein In addztion , any

comm ercza l slgn perm ltted by th zs o rdxnan ce may dzsp lay o r

pub llsh n oncomm ercza l speech This Includes szgn s requzrkng and

no t requ zrzng a p e rm zt

2 105 PR OH IB ITED S IGNS

The follow zn g slgn s are p roh zbzted unde r any circum stan ce

1 S zgns extendzng In to the pub lzc rzght-of-way other than tra ffzc

con t ro l and oth e r gov e rnm ent szgn s

2 R oof szgns

3 Portab le szgns

4 F lashzng y flutterzng , sw lug zng , o r rotatzng sAgn s othe r than tzm e

and/or temperature szgns

5 S ign s tha t a re sxm zla r In co lo r , de slgn y an d app earan ce to

t ra ffzc cont ro l s lgn s

6 Vehlcular szgn s as de fzne d zn Section 2 10 2

7 O ff-p rem ïse slgns other than th ose pe rm ztted zn Sectzon 2 111 o f

th zs o rdin an ce

8 Nonconformzng slgnsy except as permztted in Section 2112 of thzs 1
o rd in an ce

9 Other sign s not exp ressly allowed by th ls ordiaan ce

2106 SIGNS NOT REQDIRING A PERMIT

Th e fo llow lng type s of slgn s a re exemp ted from p e rm zt requ lrem en ts an d

a llowed ln a l1 zon es , b ut mu st be ln con formance w lth a ll other

requ lrem en ts O f th is û rdlnan ce
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l Gov e rnm en t sign s

2 M em orzal slgn s , p laques , or grav e ma rkers that a re n oncomm ercla l

In n a t u r e

. 3 Pub lyc tn terest sign s .

4 On prem zses dzrectlonal and xnstructlonal sxgns not exceedzng 6

square feet zn area

5 Identzflcatzon signs not exceedlng 1% square feet zn area, that
zn Icate the name and/or address of the occupant

6 W zn dow slgns w zth a total copy a rea n ot ex ceedlng 50 p ercen t of

the wzndow or glass door onto whlch the szgnts) are located

7 Inczdenta l szgn s located zn any zone o ther than reszdentzal
, the

aggregate tota l o f a11 zn czden ta l szgn s p er p erm zse sh all aot

exceed 6 square feet zn szga face area

/ 8 Flags on permanent poles
?

9 Camp azgn o r E lectzon sians p rov zded

a Indzv zdual szgns shall not exceed 16 square feet zn area

b A l1 szgns sh all be rem oved w ithzn li days a fter th e ele ction

fo r w h zch they we re m ade

c P rzor to th e erectzon of any campa xgn o r ele ctzon szgn the#

candldate o r an au thorzzed rep resentatzv e sha ll po st a bond

1 wzth Buzldzng Standards zn the amount of $50 00 guaraateeing
the removal of such signs wzthln 14 day s after the electzoa
for w b tch th ey are u sed

d P rop e rty ow ne rs sha ll b e he ld resp on szb le fo r v zo lat zon s

10 Real estate szgns other than temporary p rolect development szgns y
p rov lded

a S kgns advert tstng tndzv adu al szngle fam xly lots an d dap lexes

under 3 acres zn szze o r And iv zdua l unzts w zthzn attache d

houszng sha ll not exceed 6 square feet

b S zgns advertzszng a 11 other u ses shall not exceed one squa re

foot for ev e ry 5 lznear feet o f frontage of the adve rt tsed

property, up to a maxzmum of 64 square feet zn szgn facel
. Z V C Z

I

c On ly one sign p er street fron t of the adv ertzsed p roperty

shall b e erected

I
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d . Propertles havzng a contlnuous frontage zn excess of 850

liaear feet may be aklowed an addztxoaal szgn so long as
such slgn zs no closer than 850 feet from another real

estate szgn on the p roperty

e Szgns shall not be lllum zn ated

f Szgns shall be removed w zthzn 14 day s after the sale , rent

o r lease tran saction As execu ted

11 Construction slgns y pther than temp orary p rolect development

slgn s p rov ided

a Skgas located on szngle famzly lots shall not ex ceed 6

square feet zn a rea

b Szgn s for a1l oth er uses shall not ex ceed one square foot

for every 5 lznear feet of frontage of prop erty under

constructzon , up to a maxzmum of 64 square feet In szgn

a r e a

c Slgns are confzned to the szte of constructlon .

d only oae stgn per street ftoa of the property under

con struction shall b e e re cted

e S zgns shall not be illum znated

f S zgns shall be rem oved vzthzn 14 days af ter th e comp letzon

o f a p role ct

12 T empo rary fa rm p roducts sxgn s p rov zded

a Szgns a re located on the p rem zse s whe re the p roducts are

produced and sold za congunctzon wzth a perm itted farm use

zn that d xstrzct

b . Szgns shall not exceed 32 square feet In area

c O n ly on e s zgn sh a l l b e e re cte d

d Slgns shall be removed W zthin 14 days of the term lnation of

sale act zvltzes

13 Tempo rary sp ecial even t szgns or banners for religzous ,
fraternal or simzlar organizatzons prov idedcha

rltab le czv lc ,

a N o mo re th an one szga p er street front sha ll be p erm ztted .

p er ev en t

b Szgns shall b e located on th e p rope rty on wh zch Lhe event

w t ll otcu r
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c Szgns shall be erected no sooner than 14 day s before and

rem ov ed 7 day s a fte r the ev en t

14 Tempo rary b anners An non-reszdent zal d zstrlcts y p rov zded

a . On ly one b anae r p er e stab lzshm en t sha ll b e a llowed at a

t im e

b A 1l b anne rs sha ll be attached zn tota l to a b uzld zng w all or

p e rm anent can opy extend xng from a bu zldlng

c No p aper b anne rs shall be allowed

d Banne rs shall be ere cted fo r a p erzod not to exceed 2 w eeks

e No more than 6 such szgns per establtshment shall be erected

w zth zn a ca len da r y ea r

f No b anner shall extend ab ov e the second floor lev el o f a

buzldzng or 45 feet above grade , whzcheve r ls le ss

2107 TEMPORNRY SIGNS REQVIRING PERNITS

The fo llow zng temp ora ry szgn s shall b e a llow ed suble ct to the

app l zcab le sta n d a rd s

1 Tempora ry Planned D evelopment Slgn s , p rov zded

a On ly one p rzm a ry szgn an d tw o seconda ry sxgn s sh all b e

a llowed p er street front of dev elopm ent

b Th e max zmum sign face area of a p rzm ary szgn sh all not

exceed 48 square feet fo r reszdent lal dzstricts , and 64

squa re feet In non re szden tza l d zstrzcts

c Th e m ax lmum szgn face a rea o f secon da ry szgn s sh all not

ex ceed 12 sqaa re feet

d On ly one p e rm it shall b e requ lred fo r al1 temp o ra ry p lanned

development slgn s for each p lanned deve lopm ent Perm zts

sha ll be va lid un tzl a p roge ct is comp le ted o r tvo yea rs ,

w hichev er com es fzrst Comp letzon shall be ev lden ced by the

zssuan ce of a11 ce rtifzca tes o f o ccup an cy fo r a dev elopm ent

by the Bu zld ln g Stan da rds D ep a rtm ent If a p rol ect zs n ot

comp leted zn tw o y ea rs , a new p e rm zt m u st be ob ta zned

Howeve r , zn no In stan ce shall mo re than 5 pe rm zts b e Issued

fo r a dev elopm en t A dd ltzona l p e rm its sha ll not a llow

se conda ry szgn s A ll se condary s zgn s sh all b e rem ov ed

w hen the fzrst p e rm zt zssu ed exp zre s

e T emp o rary d zre ct lona l szgn s w zth in a p lanned dev e lopm ent ,

but not vzszble from the roadls) frontzng the overall
deve lopm ent sha ll be p erm ztted so lon g as su ch szgns do not
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ex ceed 12 squa re fee t In slgn area , and slgns are rem oved

upon comp letzon of the portion of the p rog ect to wh zch the

szgn s a re g zv lag d xrectzon

2108 SPECIFICATIONS F0R PERMANENT STGNS REQDIRING A PERNIT

The follow zng are general spe czfzcatzons app llcab le to the va rxous

pe rm anen t szgn s pe rm ztted Addxtlon al sp eczfzcatzn s regardzng skze ,

numb e r , lo catzon , and p e rm ltted typ es o f szgn s a re set forth In

Sectxon 2 109 , D ist rict Regulat lons

1 Vall Slgn s

Wall szgn s sha ll be perm ztted on the wall of a buwld zn g as

fo llow s

a S ign s m ay b e loca ted on any b u ild xng w a ll o f a non re sld en tia l

st ru ctu re so long as the m ax zm um szgn su rface area of a1 1

szgns on one wall does not exceed 10% of the area of the
b u zldAn g w a ll to w h ych th e szgn zs atta ched up to a m ax zm um

of 200 squa re fee t

b Th e szze and numb e r o f w a ll szgn s ln re szden tial d xstrlcts

sha ll be regu lated In accordan ce w ith Se ctzon 2 109 1 he rein

c Th e m axxm um allowab le wa ll sign area p er watl shall not be

t ran s fe rrab le to anoth er wa ll

d The total area of wall szgns may be increased by 10% If such
wa ll szgn s conslsts on ly of In div zdual , outllned a lphab et y

numerzc, and/or symbolyc characters wzthout background,
ex cep t th e b ackg round p rov zded by the bu lld ln g su rface to

wh lch the szgn ys affzxed

e The total area of walL szgns may be zncreased by 10% zf no
deta ch ed szgn Is u sed on the p rem lses

f No wall szga shall extead more than 6 inches abov e the
p a r ap e t o r r o o f l zn e o f th e b u z l d zn g t o w h x ch t h e s i g n I s

attached , no r sha ll a W all szgn p rolect more than 18 Ia che s

from the bu ildzng wall Fu rther , no w all sign o r >ts

supp o rtzng stru ctu re sha ll cov e r any w zndow o r p a rt o f a

w zndow

g Lamps and flxtures used to Illum lnate a w all szgn sha ll not

p rol ect In to a requ zred y a rd m o re than 2 fee t b ey ond b u zld zng

w alls and shall have a m ln zm um clearan ce o f 10 feet from

g rade

2 Canopy and Aw n zn g S zgn s

Sign s m ay b e atta ched , p ain ted , o r p rzn ted up on a caaopy or

aw n zng , p rov zded
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a Th e m ax im um  allow ab le area fo r canop y o r awn in g slgn s o r a

combxnatlon of canopy, awnangy and/or wall signs shall not
exceed that maxzmum perm ztted zn Sectzoa 2 108 .1 above

Canopy s and aw nxng s shall not be calculated In the total

squa re footage o f a b u zld xn g w all

3 P roae ctzng Slgns

A p rol ecting slgn m ay be used In lzeu o f a de tached szgn Su ch

sign shall be pe rm ltted , p rov zded

a A p rolectzng szgn shall not p rolect more than 4 fee t from a

b uzlding Wall

b A p rolectzng szgn sha ll not exten d ve rtzeally abov e the roo f

lzne o r p a rape t w a ll o f a b u ild zng

c T he m lnimum hezgh t from grade to the low est edge o f a

p role cting szgn sha ll b e 9 fee t

4 Detached Slgns

Detached szgns shall be permztted , as follows

a The m ax im um szze and p e rm ztted locat lon o f de tach ed slgn s

sh a ll b e re gu la te d in a c co rd an ce w zth S e e t zon 2 10 9 h e re wn

b Unless otherw zse spe cyfied zn Sectlon 2 109 no detach ed szgn

sha ll ex ceed 7 feet zn he yght

c Pn le ss o therwise sp ecifzed 2n Se ctzon 2 109 , th ro ugh lo ts o r

lots hav zng frontage on th ree o r more streets shall b e

p e rm ztted a tota l o f on e szgn p er st ree t front

d No ground mounted sign greater than 2% feet In helght or
p o le slgn hav zng a v ert zca l clea ran ce be tw een g rade and

the b ottom o f the szgn less than 10 feet sha ll b e lo cated

zn th e sa te dis tan ce trzang le

e A ll p ortion s o f a szgn sh all be located beh znd the street

rzght-of-way line: however) all szgns greater than 2% feet
wn helght or h av in g a v ert zcal clearan ce b etw een grade and

the bottom of a slgn face less than 10 feet zn hezght shall
b e lo cated a m zn xmum o f 5 fee t beh znd a rzght-of-way lln e

f The m ax imum ang le o f a doub le-faced s zgn sha ll b e 45 O Th zs

re fers to the dzstan ce b etw een szgn fa ces on a sin gle

s t ru c t u r e

2 109 D ISTR ICT RE GPtA TIONS F 0R PERXANENT ON -PREH ISES SIGNS

Perm anent szgns shall con fo rm to the standards establzshed Ia thzs

se ctzon , zn add itzon to th ose app lzeab le standa rd s set fo rth e lsew he re

tn th zs o rdinan ce

-  17 -



2109 1 Resxdentzal and R ural Distrlcts

a S zgn s on the p rem zses o f single fam zly y two fam zly dw ellzngs ,

group homes , and on the prem zses of mob zle homes shall conform to

Section 2 106 5 of th xs ordznance

b Slgas on the p rem lses o f a n ultt-fam tty buildlng not a ssoclated

with a p lanned multz-famzly development shall be regulated as

follow s

Type o f Sign Pe rm ztted fden tlficatzon

Perm ztted Numb er 1

Haxxmum Slze 6 square feet

c Stgns on the p rem tses o f p lanned re sidea tzal devetopmeats tlc ludta g

subdzv zszons , multz-fam lly , m ob zle home p arks ) an d retlrement

centers shall be regulated as follok s

Type of Slgn Perm ztted ldentzficatlon

F erm itted Numbe r 1 p er m agor entran ce not to exceed

2 szgns p er streetfront whe re a

s lgn ls allowed , 2 sep arate szgn

faces m ay be used In congun ction

w itE a w alk feace , o r othe r

archxtectu ral en tran ce feature

H ax zm um Szze 24 squa re feet

F lex lb zltty op tton Siga s for these uses >ay be

regulated zn accordance W tth

Speczal S zgn Ov erlay D lstrlct

p rovzszons as descrlb ed ln

Se ct zon 2 110 he re ln

d D eta ched s zgn s for o ther u ses In Rara l or R esidentla l D zstrzct s

shall be p erm ztted in acco rdance w lth the follow lng schedu le o f

re g u la t z o n s
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MAXIO  MAXIO
USE TYPE PERN ITTED NUNBER SIZE

Churches synagogues , elem en tary y Identifzcation
#

Juaxor high and seqto r high Prtmary Stgq 1 32 vq ft

schools , and slm klar uses , con- Secondary Slgn 1 per bld . 16 sq ft .

vents , monasteries , dormltorzes j Bulletzn Board 1 16 sq ft

YHCA 'S and szm llar o rganxzation s ,

orph aaage s j comm erczal day care

Qeaters y museum s y a rt gallerles $

hosp ztals j sanatorium s , lzbrarzes ,

and szm zl ar u ses

Golf courses , country clubs ldentzfzcatzon 1 32 sq ft

aw imm zn g club s commun zty

re c r e a t lo n  c e n t e r s t e n n l s

club s aa d sim zla r uses

Sm atl group day care hom es , and fdent tfxcatton 1 4 sq ft

nu rsin g h om e s hou sed In a

re slden tlal stru ctu re

Cem eterzes ldent zfxcatzon 1 16 sq ft

R eso rt Comm e rcial Ideatifxcat zon 1 32 sq ft

(Rural Dzstrzct)

A l1 oth er non-resldentïal Identifwcatkoa 1 6 sq ft

u s e s

2 109 2 O ffzce an d Research D zstrzcts

a Sxgns oa the p rem tse s of reszdentza l uses shall be regulated zn

acco rd an ce w ith S e ct lon 2 109 l ab ov e

b D etached szgn s on the p rem ises of a 1l other u ses shall be

regu la ted a s follow s

Typ e o f S zgn Pe rm ztted ldent lfzca tion

Maxzm um #umber Identkficatzon 1

Hax zm um S zze Id enf icat zon 1 squa re foot fo r

ev ery 2 lznear feet of frontage up

to a m axzmum of 48 squa re feet
T h e s zz e o f a s zgn m ay b e zn c rea s e d

by 25% If the sign zs setback a
m zn lmum o f 30 feet b eh ln d the

rzght-of-way
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c o fflce aad Research Park Development Szgn s shall be regulated as

follow s

Type of Szgn Permitted Identzfzcatlon & D zrectory

Hax zmum Numbe r One deta ched szgn pe r malor

entrance to th e pa rk not to ex ceed

2 per street front 0ne dzrectory

szgn per street front

Naximum Size Detached Siga : 48 square feet

D zrectory Szgn 24 square feet

t ocatlon D xrectory szgns shall be lo cated

beh znd the se tback

F lex ib zlyty Op tzon S igns for th ese u ses m ay be

regula ted Ia accordan ce w zth

Speczal Szga Overlay D kstrzct

p rov lsions as de strlbed zn

Sectzon 2 110 h e reln

2109 3 Instztutzonal Bzstrxcts

a A l1 szgns in Instztutzonal distrzcts w xll be regulated in

accordance wlth Sectzon 2109 2(b) w:th the followzng addztlons:

1 H osp ztals y colleges , cu ltura l czv ic , and re creat lon centers ,

and szm zla r larg e scale comp lexes m ay be conszde red for

Sp ecyal Sign ûve rtay D xstrzet regulatioa s a s descrzbed za

Sectlon 2 110 he rezn

2 0ne Bullet xa Boa rd , not to exceed 16 square feet , sha ll be

perm ltted an a ddztzon to or zn conlunctzon w xth a p erman ent

iden tzfzcation slgn

2 109 4 . Bu sxness D zstrlcts

De tached szgn s In buslness d zstric ts sha ll be regu lated as follow s

a . S zgn s for b usine sses other than shopp kn g centers

Type of S zgn P e rm ztted ld ent zfxcat yon or Bu slness S xgn y

the advertlszng cop y on a busaness

szgn shall not exceed 25% of the
totak sign face a rea

H ax xm um Numb e r 0 ne p er p rem zse s

Nax imum Size & Hezgh t In accordan ce w ith the fo llow lng

schedule
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STR EE T CLASSIF ICATTON

(In Accordance w1th Adopted MAXIMPM SIGN HAXIHUM SIGN
Street Classzfzcatzon System) FACE AREA HEIGHT

CLASS I Freeway or Exp ressway 128 sq ft 40 ft

CLNSS 11 Ltm xted Access hrterial 100 sq ft 30 ft .

CLASS III Nago r A rte rlal 100 sq ft 30 ft

CLASS IV Mznor Arterlal 64 sq ft 20 ft

CLASS V Collector 48 sq . ft 20 ft

CLASS VI Loca l 48 sq ft 20 ft

F lex zb ll lty op t xon T h e m ax zm um szze o f a szgn face m ay b e

increased 20% zf a ground mounted
zdentzfwcat zon sxgn zs used Such a

sxgn shall not b e grea ter than 7 feet zn

he zgh t

b S zgns for sh opp zng centers an d othe r mu ltz-tenant p ropertzes

Type o f Sign Perm ztted Iden tzfzcatioa o r Buszness Sxgns

the adv e rtlszn g copy on a bu sln ess

szgn shall not exceed 25% of the
toLa l szga face a rea

N ax zmum N umb e r 0 ne p e r st reet fron t

: axzs um Szze & H elght In acco rdan ce w xth the fo llowin g

schedule

SIZE 0F CENTER HAX IMUH SIGN NAX IHUH

(Gross Buzlding Area) FACE AREA HEIGHT

50 ,000 sq ft or le ss 100 sq ft 30 ft

50 ,001 sq ft - 200 ,000 sq ft 128 sq ft 30 ft

Ov er 200 ,000 sq ft 150 sq ft 30 ft

F lexlb tlzty Op tzon Tw o o r more szgn s may be used pe r

street f ront sub lect to th e fol low lng

con ditzon s '

1 Oa ly  groun d m ounted iden tifz-

catzon szgn s sh all b e u sed

2 Each slgn shall not exceed 48

squa re feet In slgn fa ce a rea y

qo r 7 feet xa hetght

3 No sxgn shall be located

closer than 300 lznear feet to

anothe r szgn on th e p rem zses
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c Szgns on the prem lses of buslness parks shall be regulated zn

accordance with Section 2109 2(c) herezn

2 109 5 Indu strzal D zstrzcts

a Detached sxgns in zndustrlal dlstrzcts shall be regulated zn

accordance wzth Sectzon 2109 4(a)

b Indu stràal Park g evelopment Sign s shall be regulated zn

accordaqce with Sectzon 2109 2(c)

2109 6 Dptown Hzxed Vse Dzstrzct (US0D)

Reserved

2109 7 Drban Resldential Distrzcts (UR-1, U2-2, U2-3, and UR-C)

Sygn s In V rb an R esxdential B zstrtcts shall be regulated tn accordan ce

wzth Sectzon 3051 7 of the Czty of Charlotte Zontng Ordinance

2 109 8 U rb an lndustrzal D lstrlct

Signs ln the U rban Industrlal D zstrlct shall be perm ltted tn

accordan ce w zth Section 2 109 5 here zn

2110 CREATION OF SPECIAE SIGN D ISTR ICTS

Fo r the purpo se of estab lzshzng , enh anczng , p reserv xng , and develop lng

the character qualyty , and p roperty values of areas of unique characte r
and sp eczal development poten tlal , dzstricts w hzch szgn s are regulated

by speczal p rov lszons may be estab lzshed sublect to the followzag

coad ztlon s

a A s a p rerequ zszte to the establzshm ent o f su ch a sp ecla l szgn

d tstrzct y It must b e determzned that the mod zfzed rules

estab lyshed fo r sazd d zstrlct shall

1 P reserve and enhance the specxal character of the partzcular

a r e a

2 5 ot contravene th e intent of th zs ord tnan ce

3 Cause no disturbance to neighborzng p roperty ly zng outszde

the p rop osed d xst rzct

b . W ith out changln g the baszc stru cture of th ts ord znan ce , the

m od zfzed ru les fo r sp e cia l szgn d zst rzcts m ay

1 Imp ose stga re gu lat toas w hlch a re zn addztlon to or m ore

strlngent that those p rov zded for elsewhe re zn thls

o rd zn an ce
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' 2 W alve certa zn rest rict zons o r estab llsh m o re lenzent

restrzctxons than those p rovzded for elsewhere , but only

v arzatàon s zn the allow ab le szgn sxze y Eexght , aumb er , o r

lo ca t zon

2 110 1 H zstorwc Ov erlay D lstrzct

Rese rv ed

2 110 2 Vezghborhood M kxed U se ov erlay D istrlct

R ese rv ed

2110 3 B zllb oa rd F ree Ove rlay D lstrzct

N o ou tdoo r adve rtistn g svga sha ll b e p e rx ttted in th ts dist rict

regardless of zonlng c lasszfzcat zon Speczfzc a reas shall be

deslgnated as Bzllboard Free through the zonzng change p rotess

2 110 4 Plann ed D ev elopm ent Op tion al

Regulatzons fo r szgn s ln p lanned reszdentzal y non resld entlal , or m zxed

use developm ents ove r 50 a cres In slze may vary from the standard s of

th ts o rd iaan ce sub lect to the fo llow tn g

a A M a ste r S ign P rogram that zn clude s the fo ltow zn g zn fo rm a tzon An

booklet form xs subm ytted to tbe Ptanning Comm xssxon for adm znxs-

tra tiv e app rov a l

1 D eta zled de szgn s o f a1 1 p rop o sed sign s zn clud zng th e szze ,

heigh t , copy , mate rzals , and colors of such sxgns

2 P roposed locatzon s and numbe r of p roposed szgn s

3 S ign Illum tn atton Plans

4 P lan s fo r land scap zng o r arch zte ctu ra l featu re s to be u sed

zn congun ctzon w lth su ch p lan s

b It zs dete rm ined that the p ropo sed sigas sh all meet th e follow lng

c r z t e r z a

1 A 11 stgn s are coordwaated in term s o f design featu res .

2 The maxzm um size of detached sygns Is not v arzed by m ore

than 25%

3 Ibe numb er o f deta ched s zgns a long a street frontage doe s

not ex ceed 3

4 The max zmum hetgh t of a deta ched sign does not exceed 12

fee t
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5 A1l directzonal szgns are on the premzses of the overall

deve lopment

2 111 RE GUEAT IONS F 0R 0UTD00R A DVERT TSTN G SIGN S

Permztted Locatzon 1-1 , 1-2 , B-2 except xn Blllboard

F ree Overlay D zstrzcts as deszgnated

Ia S ectzon 2110 o f th ls o rdznance

M ax zm um N um b e r o f

Szgn F aces 1 per slde of szgn

H ax zm um S zgn Fa ce Stze
and Szgn Hezght In accordan ce w zth tbe fo llow zng

schedu le

ZON ING HAXIMUN SIGN MAXIHUM S IGN

D ISTR ICT R OAD CLA SSIF ICAT ION FA CE AREA HE IGHT

I- 1 & I-2 C la ss I 380 sq ft 50 ft

1- 1 & I-2 Class I1 , 111 , IV , V & V I 380 sq ft . 40 ft

B-2 C lass 1 , TI , 111 , IV , V , & V I 380 sq ft 30 ft .

Spaczng (a) 500 feet from any resxdential
dist rzct h osp xtal , p ark , or>

cem e t e ry y

(b) 1,000 linear feet between
outdoo r adv ertzszn g szgn s on

the sam e slde o f the st reet as

measured from the centerlzne of

the st reet ,

(c) 500 feet from any other outdoor
adv e rtzszn g sxgn on the opp o slte

s zd e o f t h e s t r e e t ,

(d) 20 feet from an extstïng
bu kld ing ,

(e) 500 feet from any part of the
p rin cip a l u se b e zng adv e rt lsed ,

(f) No two sign stractures withln
300 feet o f any st ree t

rtgh t-o f-w ay on the sam e side

o f the road sha ll b e sp a ced

less than 1 ,000 feet ap a rt y

rega rdle ss o f th e stree t from

wh zch the s zgn Is zntended to

b e v xewed
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Locatzon ' Beh znd the required setb a ck and side

and rear yards of the dlstrzct

Illum znatzon N o outd oor adv ertlszng sign sh all

rem aln lyghted b etw een the hou rs of

12 00 a .m and 5 .00 a m excep t

those szgn s lo cated alon g Class I

an d 11 streets

2 112 REHOVAL OF CER TA IN SIGNS

I X on con fo rm zn g S zgn s

a A l1 exzsting slgns that exceed the m aximum slga face szze ,

sxgn he zght , o r spa czng requ xrem ents o f th zs o rdlnan ce by

more than 25% or are not permztted In a zonzng dzstrzct
sha ll b e b rough t lnto comp lzan ce w zth th e requ xrem en ts o f

th zs ordznan ce or rem oved entzrely , whxch mean s the entzre

szgn and any assoczated equzpment, withzn 5% years of the
adoption of thzs ordlnan ce When two or more signs are made

n on con fo rm ing b ecau se o f not adh erzn g to sp aczng requ irem ent s ,

the age of perm lt shall determ zne which szgn shall be

rem oved . th e szgn w lth th e old est val zd p e rm zt sh all b e

p e rm x t t e d t o s ta y

b Ex cep txons to Amo rtlzatton

North Carolina General Statute j136-131 1 requlres that
''J ust compen satzon '' be p aid up on rem oval of any outdoor

advertystng adgacent to the h zghway on the nat xonal system

of znterstate and defen se h zghway s or a h zghway on the

federal-aid p rzmary hzghway system for whzch there Is zn
effect a v alzd p e rm lt zssu ed by th e depa rtm en t o f t ran sp o r-

tatzon Se ctzon 2112 sh all not require that any slgn be

removed if cash compen sation must b e paid upon remov al o f

such sign due to any state o r fede ral 1aw that mandates such

fo rm o f ''Ju st comp en satlon î' up on rem ov a l Shou ld any su ch

sta te o r fe de ra l re qu z rem e n t b e com e zn op e ra t iv e o r o th e rw l se

fa zl to app ly to a g zv en szgn , then su ch szgn sha ll b e

rem ov ed w ith in fzv e and one -h alf y ea rs of su ch state or

federal requzrement becom lng inoperatlve or otherw zse

fa zlzng to app ly to su ch szgn

c Norm al malntenance of a11 noncon formlng szgns , Includzng
nece ssa ry non st ru ctu ra l rep a zrs zn czdeata l a lte ratlon s o r

copy a lte ration s wh lch do not ex tend o r znten szfy the

nonconform zng feature s of the sign , shall b e perm ltted

du rin g th e am o rt zzatzon p erxod fo r su ch slgn H ow ev e r ao

st ru ctu ra l a lte ratzon , en la rgem en t , or ex ten szon sh all b e

made to a noncon form in g szgn unless the alteratzon , en large -

men t , o r exten szon w zll result ln the elzm znation of the

non con fo rm zng featu re s of the szgn o r by an orde r of the

Zon wng Adm xnlstrato r to eqsu re the sa fety o f the stru ctu re

-  25 -



2 lllegal Szgn s

A l1 temp orary szgn s ex zstxng at the effectzve date of thxs

ordxnance j that are not perm ttted by this ordzaaa ce shall be

consldered zllegal and shall be removed wzthza 6 months from the

effect zve date of th zs ord lnance

3 Pnsafe Szgn s

N o slgn sh all be erected o r be a lloked to remaln that Is struc-

tu rally un safe , haza rdous or , in the op zn lon of the Bu lldzng

Standards Departm ent , coastltutes a danger to the pub lze safety

The owner of the slgn , upon wrxtten notxfzcatzon from Buzldzng

Standards , shall w zthzn 48 hours secure the sign zn a manner to

be app roved by the buzldxng zaspector , or remove su ch sign If

such not lce zs not comp lzed w zth zmm edzate ly , Build xng Staada rds

o r a designated agen t sha ll hav e th e rzgh t to rem ov e the sxgn asd

the p rope rty ow aer a ssessed fo r such remov al

2113 ENFORCEMENT

2 113 1 Insp ectzons and Investzgation s

a A gents and offzczals of the Buzld ing Standa rds Dep artm ent w Ill

perzodically lnspect szgns zn order to determlne whether there

are any vlo latton s of thts O rdxnance

b The Buildzng Standard s Dep artment sha ll hav e th e pow er to condu ct

such znve stigatlons a s It m ay reasonab ly deem necessary to car ry
out its dutzes as p rescrxbed In thzs Ordlnante , and for thzs

purp ose to enter at reasonab le tlme s up ou any y rop e rty , p ublic or

p rzvate , for th e pu rp ose of zav estzgatzng and Inspectzng signs

No person shall re fuse en try or access to any auth o rlzed rep re-

sentativ e of the Buzldzag Standards Department who requests entry
fo r pu rp oses of In spectzon , an d wh o p resents app rop ryate credentia ls

nor shall any p erson ob struct y hamp er , o r zn terfere w lth any such

rep resentatzv e wh zle zn the p roce ss of carry ing out hIs offlowal

d u t ze s

c T he Bu zldxng standa rd s D ep a rtm en t m ay requ zre W rltten Statem en t s ,

or the filxng of reports W zth respect to p ertznent questzons

re latlng to szgn s

2 113 2 Civ zl Pena ltze s

a If through Inspectyon , it Is dete rm zned that a person has faxled

to comp ly w ith the p rov istons of tNis O rd xnaace y tNe zoa tag

adm lnystrator or Bu tldzng Inspectzons Department shall xssue a
wa rning citatzon to the v lolator V zolatlons sha ll be corrected

w zthin ten day s of Lhe Issuan ee o f such cltat zon If th e v zolatlon

zs n ot corre cted w lth zn th e sp eclfled tzm e p e rkod y a se cond

cztatzoa sublect to a $50 00 clvil penalty shall be Issued
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V lo latzons sha ll be corre cted and penaltze s pazd w zth ln ten day s

o f th e xssu an ce o f su ch cktat lon If th e v zolation zs n ot

co rrected o r the p ena lty not p a zd zn th e sp eczfzed t zm e a th lrd

cltation sublect to a $50 00 czvll penalty shall be Issued

If p aym ent zs aot re cetv ed o r equ ytab le settlem ent reached w yth tn

10 day s a fte r lssuan ce o f the th zrd czta tlon y th en su ch fazlu re

sha ll con stztute a m lsdem eano r an d crlm in a l p ena ltze s descrzb ed

h e re ln m ay a lso be zmp osed

b Crim inal P ena lt le s

Any p erson wh o , a fte r b exn g serv ed w zth a th zrd cita tzon fo r

v zo lation of th zs O rdinan ce j knowlng ly o r w illfully fails to

resolve any v lolatzon of any p rov zsion o f thzs Ordinance w xthxn

tea day s o f se rv ice o f su ch cztat lon sha ll be gu llty o f a

m lsdemeanor p unishable by zmp risonm ent not to exceed 30 day s zn

Jazl or by a fzne not to exceed $500 00y or both, for each day
su ch p erson zs Ia c rim lnal v iola tzon o f th zs O rd inan ce E ach day

o f a cont ynu lng v zo lation sha ll b e a sep a rate crzm zn al offen se

2 113 3 Inaunctive R elief

a W heneve r the Buzld zng Standa rds Dep artment ha s reasonable cause

to b e lzev e that any p erson is v zo lating th zs O rd znan ce o r any

ru le o r o rd e r a dop te d o r zs su e d p u rsu an t co th zs o rd ln an ce yt

m ay , e zthe r b e fo re o r a fter the zn stztutzon o f any othe r a ctzon

o r p roceeding authorlzed by th zs O rdinan ce , znstitu te a clv il

a ctzon tn the nam e o f the C lty o f Cha rlotte or the Coun ty o f

N e ck lenb u rg fo r znl u n ct iv e re lie f t o re st ra ln th e v zo la t lon

The actxon w ill b e b rough t zn the Sup e rzo r Cou rt of M e cklenb u rg

Cou n ty

Up on dete rm inatzon by a Cou rt that an a lleged v zolatAon zs

o ccu rrzng , It w zll en te r su ch o rde rs o r Ju dgm ent s a s a re

necessary to ab ate the vlola tzon Th e In stltutlon of an act lon

fo r znlun ctzv e relzef unde r th is se ct zon w il1 not relzev e any

p a rty to su ch p roceed zng s from any czv zl o r crlm znal p ena lty

p rescrzbed for v zolatzons o f thks O rdln ance

2 113 4 App ea l o f C zv ll Penalty A sse ssm en t

a A p erson o r en tzty asse ssed o f a czv zl p en alty mu st se lect one of

the follow yng op tzons w zth zn 30 day s a fter recezp t of the cztatzon

(I) Tender to the Buzldxng Standards Department full payment of
the p en a lty , o r

(iz) Submit In wrzting to the Hecklenburg County Zonzng Board of
Adlu stment a request for an adm zn zstratzve h earlng before

the Zoning Board of Adlustment sp ecify lng th e factual o r

lega l zssue s to b e con tested T zm ely subm zssion of such

request sh all ab ate th e zmp osztzon of any c rzm inal penalty

-  27 -



b Fazlure to requ est an adm lnzstrative hearing a s p rov lded zn

paragraph (a) above wlll be deemed a waiver of any and all rights
of rev zew , eith er by the Zonzng Board of A dlustm ent or by the

Gene ral Courts of Ju stzce of th e assessment of the czv zl pena lty

c If the a lleged v zolator request s an adm ln istratlve h earin g , no

fu rther demand for p aymen t w zll be m ade by the Bulld lng Standa rds

D epa rtment un le ss a flnal declslon Is made by the Zon lng Board of

A dau stm ent w hich up ho lds the assessm en t o f a p ena lty

d If the alleged v zolator requests an adm xn zstrat zve hearin g be fore

the Zon lng Boa rd of A dlustm ent j the hearzng sha ll be conducted

pursuant to the Rules of Procedure for the Zon tng Board of

A dl u stm ent .

e Any person or entlty who zs agg rzeved by a ftnal declszon of the

Zon zng Board o f Adlu stment zs entztled to Judzclal rev zew of such

deczszon by th e Gene ra l Cou rts o f Ju stzce , Sup e rxo r Cou rt D zv ls zon ,

by p roceedin gs yn the natu re o f ce rtzo rarz : p rov ided su ch p e txt zon

for rev zew zs fzled w zth the C lerk of Sup erzor Court w zth zn 30

d ay s a fte r a w ritten copy o f th e de clszon o f the Boa rd xs de llv e red

to th e ag rleved p a rty , e lthe r by p e rsonal se rv lce o r by reglste red

or certzfzed m all , return receipt requested , pu rsuan t to X orth

Carolzna Geaeral Statute 5153A-345(e)

f No p rov iszon o f this sectzon shall b e con strued to restrict o r to

imp air th e ragh t of th e Bu zld zng Standard s D ep a rtm en t to p u rsu e

any othe r remedy p rov lded by 1aw or equzty for v zola tzon s of th ls

O rd znan ce j zncludzn g the rzght to su ch penalt xes for v zo lation s

o f th zs O rd zn an ce o ccu rrzng du rzn g th e app ea l p ro ce ss
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