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The City Council of the City of Charlotte, North Carolina convened for a Dinner Briefing on 
Monday, May 9, 2016 at 5:10 p.m. in Room 267 of the Charlotte Mecklenburg Government Center 
with Mayor Jennifer Roberts presiding. Councilmembers present were John Autry, Edmund Driggs, 
Julie Eiselt, Claire Fallon, Patsy Kinsey, Vi Lyles, LaWana Mayfield, and Greg Phipps.

ABSENT UNTIL NOTED: Councilmembers Al Austin, James Mitchell and Kenny Smith. 

* * * * * * *

ITEM NO. 1: MAYOR AND COUNCIL CONSENT ITEM QUESTIONS

Mayor Roberts said there are no Consent Item questions.

Councilmember Austin arrived at 5:12 p.m.

* * * * * * * 

ITEM NO. 2: PROPOSED POLICY FOR SUSTAINABLE FACILITIES

Councilmember Autry said the Environment Committee heard this presentation update from the 
Sustainability and Energy Department Team on green building and what came out of the 
presentation from the Committee was that we voted unanimously to support it and bring it forward 
to the full Council.  I think you are going to like what you hear, so I will turn it over to Mr. Phocas. 

Councilmember Smith arrived at 5:13 p.m.

Rob Phocas, Neighborhood and Business Services said it is a pleasure to have an opportunity to 
present an overview of our revised Sustainable Facility Policy. What you have before you is my 
presentation. You will have another presentation by Emily Scofield, who is the Director of the 
North Carolina Chapter of the USGBC; there is also a copy of the proposed policy before you as 
well. 

Tonight, we would like to give you an overview of the revised policy, have an opportunity to 
answer any questions from the Council. There is no action requested; the vote is scheduled for May 
23rd. I would like to quickly go over some background material, walk through a matrix that 
juxtaposes the current policy with some of the revised policy language and then Ms. Scofield will 
give you a presentation on the impact of green building, and we will have an opportunity for 
questions. The City Council’s Environment Focus Area Plan calls for the City of Charlotte to 
become a global leader in environmental sustainability, preserving our natural resources, while 
balancing growth with sound fiscal policy. One of the pillars of the work that we do is leading by 
example; how does the City of Charlotte and its daily operations lead in the community, in the 
nation and the world? The way we build our facilities, renovate them, occupy, and maintain them is 
crucial for this. The current policy for sustainable facilities was first adopted by City Council in 
2009; soon after that, City staff put together our sustainable facilities oversight team, for two years, 
the team that is made up of representatives from departments across the City and in 2014 we began 
a review of this policy having had a few years under our belt with that policy. The team recognized 
that the policy as written wasn’t moving us toward being the global leader that we would like to see 
us be and the City Council would like us to be.  In particular, we saw one of our biggest 
opportunities in addressing how we are occupying and maintaining our existing facilities. We went 
through a review process and an update process; we interviewed City departments, met with 
members of our development community and several of our peer cities. We also undertook a review 
of the impact of that current policy. We drafted a proposed policy, and again we vetted this through 
our City departments, our partners, and we brought it, as Mr. Autry said, to the Environment 
Committee several weeks ago for their review. 

Staff believes that this proposed policy is going to result in high performing and efficient City 
facilities. I would like to walk you through a comparison table; in the blue is what is in the existing 
policy and the red is what is in the proposed policy. So, what does it apply to? The main change 
here was really clarifying the language. It is going to apply to our newly constructed City owned, 
City managed, and City funded occupied buildings, for example, the Convention Center, major 
renovations that are at least 5,000 square feet, and it also applies to parking decks as well. Third 



May 9, 2016
Business Meeting and Budget Public Hearing
Minutes Book 140, Page 571

mpl

party accreditation is not required under the existing policy although there is the option to do that 
and several departments have undertaken accreditation, either LEED or Green Globes. The 
proposed policy requires LEED Version 4 accreditation or higher, and it also requires the design to 
earn ENERGY Star Certification, which is an EPA Program, that makes sure your building, high 
efficiency buildings. Alternative rating systems can be proposed, and that would go through the 
Sustainability Facilities Oversight Team.  Existing facilities are not addressed in the current policy;
however, in the proposed policy, what we have proposed is a ten-year phased approach to 
addressing our 30 to 40 flagship facilities; think of the Government Center, Old City Hall, Policy 
Department Headquarters, and we would ask those departments who manage those buildings to go 
through a program called LEED EBOM which stands for LEED Existing Buildings Operation and 
Maintenance, and we would also ask them to go through the ENERGY STAR Certification 
Program.  

Exemptions are not addressed in the current policy; however, they are present in the proposed 
policy. In particular, an exemption can be granted from the policy if a project is uniquely cost 
prohibitive, and what that means is if the sustainable features of a project result in at least a 5% 
increase of the total costs of the project then a department can petition Sustainable Facilities 
Oversight Team for an exemption, and if an exemption is granted, we would still look to have as 
many sustainable features signed and built in that project, as is possible. Also, an exemption is 
allowed for the use of an alternative rating system. LEED is the preferred method but there are other 
accreditation systems out there as well. Funding is not addressed in the current policy; however, in 
the proposed policy for the LEED EBOM work, we proposed the Pay as You Go Fund. Each fiscal 
year, per the Teams recommendation and as fund are available, Council would be asked to 
appropriate funds to have that work done.  

Finally, some new items that are in the proposed policy, all newly constructed facilities would be 
required to have a level two electric vehicle charging station. We are also asking that for all RCAs,
the certification level and the sustainable features are listed, so Council will know what is going into 
the building. We will continue to look for opportunities to co-locate facilities. for example, CMPD 
and NBS currently do that. We will look for more opportunities to co-locate and make a more 
efficient use of space, and finally, there will be a separate budget item for all sustainability related 
capital requests that will go to budget that will detail the life cycle costs of those features so we will 
be able to have a benefit analysis done for each of those features. 

Emily Scofield, U.S. Green Building Council said I would like to share some positive news about 
the impact of green building. A study released at the end of 2015 showed that by 2018, green 
construction will account for over three million jobs in America, over $190 billion in labor earnings,
and over $303 billion contribution to the GDP. Of that national projection, the North Carolina totals 
are over $39 billion by 2018, as a contribution to GDP, over 460,000 jobs in North Carolina 
attributed to green construction.,additionally labor earnings in those three years, over $26 billion,
and the good news there is that is both white color and blue earnings. 

Councilmember Mitchell arrived at 5:22 p.m.

Ms. Scofield said so who owns LEED projects; LEED stands for Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design. The owners in North Carolina at the top, corporate, and investors; the 
people who are concerned the most about financial obligations use LEED, federal  government, 
higher education, local government, non-profit, and religious institutions, K-12, and state 
government. Sharing an example with you, in Raleigh, the LEED Platinum DENR Building, which 
is across the street from the Capitol, has performance data available. The base line energy use for 
that building is over 10,000 BTUs energy use index, but it was designed to 54. The actual use is 60,
so let’s explain this just a bit. The design for this project is going to be better than the base line;
after the occupants were moved in and the building was in use the measurement was compared, the 
actual to the design. What was found is that the actual energy use index was still 15% lower than 
the base line, demonstrating that buildings designed under this rating system of LEED do perform 
better and can save money and energy. The Greensboro Transit Authority is another example; it is a 
LEED Gold facility that came in $2 million under budget. Locally, Pineville Elementary School is 
the CMS first LEED certified school. The comparison here is that this school earned LEED 
certification, comparing it to a school also built in CMS at the same time, there is less than 1% cost 
difference between the two schools, one pursuing LEED certification and the other not.   
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Proof is in the performance and we have decades of data to demonstrate this. LEED certified 
buildings at the federal portfolio use 27% less energy and cost 19% less to operate compared to the 
national average. LEED or ENERGY STAR offices rent for 3% premium on average, and green 
buildings cost anywhere from less than .5% to more than 12% than conventional construction. What 
this wide range demonstrates is that yes, buildings can achieve LEED certification for a negligible 
impact to the budget, but if an owner wants to go above and beyond and install additional 
technologies cutting edge materials, products, and information inside of their building then they can 
see a higher impact to the costs. High performing efficient buildings, such as LEED certified 
buildings, decrease the energy use anywhere from 24% to 50%,decrease water use on average 40% 
and decrease construction waste headed to the landfill by 70%.  

Other benefits to our buildings demonstrating that LEED is good for the occupant as well as to the 
bottom line and natural resources is this diagram here showing that studies of LEED certified 
buildings have measurable benefits to the occupants whether we are looking at schools, offices or 
healthcare facilities. There is demonstrated improvement in mental function and memory, call 
centers have significantly higher processing time, hospitals have 8.5% shorter stays; students can 
see higher test scores and faster learning, workers can be more productive. This is due to the impact 
of controls, better lighting, better ventilation, improved indoor air quality that all impact the ability 
of a person to concentrate, perform, and just feel good in a space. Locally we have some fantastic 
examples to point to; one of the new towers that will be going up in center city is being developed 
by Crescent Communities. It’s called Tryon Place, and it is a LEED registered building. J. E. Dunn 
and Childress Kline developed and built Charlotte’s brand new LEED VA Center on Tyvola and 
Billy Graham; it is LEED registered and it will soon be certified at silver.  

Similar to what you are considering today the Miami City Council in February of this year passed a 
policy that said any new construction or major renovation over 7,000 square feet would be at least 
LEED Gold or another rating system living building challenge certified.  We all know the beacon in 
the bottom left corner of this slide and our City skyline and Wells Fargo Duke Energy Center is 
triple LEED Platinum; that means the core and shell when it was built was LEED Platinum. The 
interior is LEED Platinum, and now as of last year, it is existing building LEED Platinum certifying 
that the ongoing operations and maintenance of the facility are meeting the design standards of 
energy, water efficiency and approved indoor air quality.  Luckily we have other wonderful 
examples in our City, Duke Energy, Bank of America, Met Life, PNC Bank all have LEED 
commitments in their corporate portfolio.  

Luckily Charlotte is a leader. We have so many wonderful examples. I know John Comison, 
President of Little Architecture here in Charlotte sent an e-mail to Councilmembers last month 
endorsing the use of LEED and this policy. LEED has transformed the building industry and 
continues to push for more sustainable real estate, meaning healthier, higher performing, more 
efficient buildings where we live, learn, and work. LEED certified buildings will account for more 
than $1.2 billion in energy savings across the nation and in 2015 alone green construction in the 
United States contributed to more than $134 billion in earnings and more than 3.2 million jobs.

Mr. Phocas said that is the end of our presentation, and as I said, there is no action requested 
tonight; the vote will be on May 23, 2016.

Councilmember Mayfield said with the amount of renovations that we are going through with this 
building that both the City and the County are contributing to, are we having discussions regarding 
use in the LEED principles to make this building more efficient and effective?

Mr. Phocas said I am not directly involved in those, but I do know, just working with Engineering 
and Property Management for example that they are very focused on building very high performing 
and efficient buildings. This building, for example, is one of the leading buildings in the state in 
terms of energy use so if this policy is passed I believe they will look to potentially adopt it, but I 
can tell you that as of today, I know they are very engaged in renovating to the highest standards 
that they can. 

Councilmember Driggs said is a particular sweet spot in the LEED certifications, when it comes to 
like a return on investment, and you’ve got your basic, your gold, your platinum; how do we 
evaluate what goal we should set for ourselves among those different levels?
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Mr. Phocas said I think generally speaking and Jeb can pop up if I’m wrong, when we are looking at 
a feature and the return on investment, I believe seven to ten years is the timeframe they look back 
to get the return on investment. I think one of the things that is really important to recognize, 
especially for when we build our buildings is the length of time that we expect our buildings to be 
around, and we are looking at a 50-year horizon. When we are looking at an upfront cost, we also 
recognize there is a long-term window to recoup benefits, but I would say that is seven to ten years 
is the timeframe that I usually hear. 

Mr. Driggs said does that point to a particular level of LEED certification that you aim for?

Mr. Phocas said under the proposed policy we are looking for certification; Ms. Scofield referenced 
silver and gold. That was under Version three so we would be looking for just the basic under 
Version four; we were looking for silver under Version three, so those are the levels we are looking 
at. 

Councilmember Phipps said the new police headquarters, precincts that they are building, are 
those buildings built to a LEED certified structure?

Mr. Phocas said I believe the last two that were opened were both LEED certified buildings; I think 
they acquired LEED silver. CMPD has recognized the value of using the accreditation system.

Mr. Phipps said how about the new fire department headquarters?

Mr. Phocas the new fire department headquarters was not a LEED building.  Some of our individual 
stations were accredited under the LEED program.

Mr. Autry said I just hope the full Council could follow the lead with the Environment Committee 
and approve this policy change on the 23rd.

Mayor Roberts said the draft that we have here is the full?

Mr. Phocas said yes. 

Mayor Roberts said everybody can look over that, and I just want to add to the Environment 
Committee’s recommendation that I think it is definitely time for the City to take on this goal of 
increasing our energy use and increase our sustainability and become a leader making sure our 
buildings are as efficient as possible.  

* * * * * * *

ITEM NO. 3: ANSWERS TO MAY AND COUNCIL CONSENT QUESTIONS

Mayor Roberts said there were no Consent Item questions.

The meeting was recessed at 5:31 p.m. to move to the Meeting Chambers for their regularly 
scheduled Business Meeting. 

* * * * * * *

BUSINESS MEETING

The City Council of the City of Charlotte reconvened for the Business Meeting and Budget Public 
Hearing ono Monday, May 9, 2016, at 5:43 p.m. in the Meeting Chambers of the Charlotte 
Mecklenburg Government Center with Mayor Jennifer Roberts presiding.  Councilmembers present 
Al Austin, John Autry, Ed Driggs, Julie Eiselt, Claire Fallon, Vi Lyles, LaWana Mayfield, James 
Mitchell, Greg Phipps, and Kenny Smith. 

Absent:  Councilmember Patsy Kinsey
* * * * * * *

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE

Councilmember Mayfield gave the Invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
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* * * * * * *

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION

ITEM 4: PARADIES LAGARDERE ACHIEVEMENTS PROCLAMATION

Councilmember Mayfield read the following proclamation:

WHEREAS, Paradies Lagardère serves as Charlotte Douglas International Airport’s retail 
concessionaire by operating more than 32,000 square feet of retail concession space in the 
passenger terminal; and 

WHEREAS, Paradies Lagardère maintains 43 retail venues resulting in nearly 63 million in annual 
gross sales with 26% of those gross sales generated from an Airport Concession Disadvantaged 
Business Enterprise; and 

WHEREAS, Paradies Lagardère employs 450 individuals at Charlotte Douglas International 
Airport who provide service to nearly 45 million passengers that travel through the airport’s 
terminal each year; and

WHEREAS, Paradies Lagardère was recently honored with prestigious airport industry awards 
from Airport Revenue News including Best Specialty Retail Brand Operator; and 

WHEREAS, Paradies Lagardère, for the 21st consecutive year, earned the Airport Revenue News 
Awards top honor as Best Overall Retailer: 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jennifer Watson Roberts, Mayor of Charlotte, do hereby proclaim
May 9, 2016 as

“PARADIES LAGARDÈRE ACHIEVEMENTS DAY”

in Charlotte and commend its observance to all citizens.

* * * * * * *

ITEM NO. 5: HMSHOST ACHIEVEMENTS PROCLAMATION

Councilmember Mayfield read the following Proclamation:

WHEREAS, HMSHost serves as Charlotte Douglas International Airport’s Food & Beverage 
concessionaire by operating more than 66,000 square feet of food & beverage concession space in 
the passenger terminal and maintaining 60 food & beverage venues resulting in over 147 million in 
annual gross sales with 20% of those gross sales generated from an Airport Concession 
Disadvantaged Business Enterprise; and

WHEREAS, HMSHost employs 1,870 individuals at Charlotte Douglas International Airport who 
provide service to nearly 45 million passengers that travel through the airport’s terminal each year; 
and

WHEREAS, HMSHost was recently honored with several prestigious airport industry awards from 
Airport Revenue News including Best Overall Food & Beverage Operator, Best Food & Beverage 
Brand Operator, Food Operator with the Highest Regard for Customer Service, Best New Food & 
Beverage Concept – for 1897 Market at Charlotte Douglas International Airport; and,

WHEREAS, HMSHost was honored for Best Airport Bar – for Whisky River at Charlotte Douglas 
International Airport in USA Today’s 10 Best Reader’s Choice Awards, which is a set of awards 
developed in partnership between Airport Revenue News and USA Today; and 

WHEREAS, HMSHost received the Airport Council International-North America’s concession 
award for Best New Food and Beverage Full-Service Concept – for 1897 Market at Charlotte 
Douglas International Airport:
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jennifer Watson Roberts, Mayor of Charlotte, do hereby proclaim
May 9, 2016 as

“HMSHOST ACHIEVEMENTS DAY”

in Charlotte and commend its observance to all citizens.

Gregg Paradies, The Paradies Shops, Inc. said I am definitely humbled; May 9, 2016 is a very 
special day. My birthday is May 19, but this is even more special, because this is the first time 
we’ve had this type of proclamation in any city or any airport, so thank you for the recognition. 
This is a very special recognition; we operate in 98 airports in North America, we being Paradies 
Lagardere, and I will tell you this partnership with the City of Charlotte and with the airport is very 
special because it is a true partnership, and I mean that sincerely. Brent Cagle, Haley Gentry, 
Jennifer, Leila, and the entire team here truly sees Paradies Lagardere, and I know HMSHost as a 
real partner, and this business is a hard business. Running airports is a hard business; running 
concession is a hard business, and running cities is even a harder business, but it really takes a 
partnership to make an airport successful. The Airport as we always say is a front door and back 
door to the City, first impression and last impression. You should be very proud of how your City 
reflects on people coming and going, and I know once again that is very important to this City and 
very important to the airport. I would also like to thank our local team because of course I do very 
little in regard to the 400 plus employees. Sam Wilhite, the team, Terry up here, it is a 24/7 
business. You are never off; we have a lot of operations here, and our job is to make sure we exceed 
the expectations of the travelers and the airports and hopefully we’ve done that here.  We really 
appreciate the partnership and relationship, very excited about the improvements upcoming. I don’t 
think there is a more efficient airport in North America than CLT, very efficient, move people very 
quickly through and very easily through. I hope they get some time to shop and buy some food as 
well; that comes second Daryl, but it is a great airport and once again you’ve done it the right way,
where you’ve done it to keep the cost down with the airlines, and that is why we are very confident 
with the great job you’ve all done to make sure traffic continues to grow here at CLT. Again, thank 
you for the recognition today; it means a lot. 

Daryl Benton, HMSHost said thank you for recognizing HMSHost; we are in over 100 airports in 
North America, and we are very proud to be in the Charlotte Airport.  I have seen some of my 
colleagues here; I call at the National League of Cities and other places around the country and of 
course I like to recognize your dynamite Airport staff and Brent and his team and how they are 
always working very diligently on behalf of the traveling public as well as the City’s interest. My 
colleagues from HMSHost are also with here with me, Michael’s team that makes it happen every 
day. We like to say the stomach lines the food lines before you get to the retail shops, so at the end 
of the day we want you to get really full before you go do that shopping. Thank you Mayor Roberts; 
thank all of you very much and on behalf of our colleagues and our President, Steve Johnson, who 
is traveling abroad, we thank you very much for this recognition. 

Mayor Roberts asked all of the Airport staff to stand, as well as Paradies and HMSHost, all the 
folks who help make our Airport so awesome. Thank you for recognizing our Airport Director Mr. 
Brent Cagle who does an amazing job. 

Mayor Roberts said Councilmember Mayfield I don’t know if you said that the airport is in your 
District.

Ms. Mayfield said I did not get a chance to say that but I want to personally thank both groups,
because you have been amazing partners to the Mayor’s Youth Employment Program, and when I 
reached out and the Mayor reached out about expanding the program to HMSHost , Michael, before 
I could finish the question you were like what do we need to do and that has been a tremendous 
impact for our young people, the opportunities that they are having at the Airport,he fact that you 
had a community job fair right at Renaissance  West going into the community, the things that you 
all are doing to support the community I along with my colleagues thank you, but I want to 
personally say thank you for showing up and for saying yes.  Thank you for all you do. 

Mayor Roberts said 20,000 jobs at our airport; that is a lot.  Thank you all for being here and 
congratulations again. 

* * * * * * *
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ITEM NO. 6: REALTORS CARE DAY PRESENTATION

Mayor Roberts said Tiffany Johannes, Chair of the Housing Opportunity Foundation and Mike 
Hege, Chairman of the 2016 Realtors Care Day Committee are here to tell us a little bit more about 
that community service work that was done on April 25, 2016.

Tiffany Johannes, Housing Opportunity Foundation said I am a realtor and the 2016 Chair of 
the Housing Opportunity Foundation, the charitable arm of the Charlotte Regional Realtor 
Association. Standing with me today is Mike Hege, who is the 2016 Chair of the Realtors Care Day 
Projects. I would like to thank you for allowing us to speak for a moment about Realtors Care Day,
just one of the ways our local realtors give back to the community and insure residents have access 
to fair housing, affordable, and safe housing.  This year’s Realtor Care Day Project took place 
Friday, April 22, 2016; part of this years’ project involved a unique partnership with the Druid Hills 
Community with the Charlotte Mecklenburg Housing Partnership. Some 200 realtors worked on 18 
homes, a church, and a community garden to help revitalize this historic neighbor, and another 500 
realtors were out in force completing critical repairs to ten homes and a soup kitchen at the sites 
throughout Mecklenburg and Iredell Counties.  

Mike Hege, 2016 Realtors Care Day Committee said the Realtors Care Day community wide 
initiative assist homeowners with critical exterior home repairs and safety modifications. Since 
2009, the project has assisted more than 200 local families and non-profits. If you take a look here 
are some of the photos, we have some of the sites we have worked on this year and some of the 
volunteers in action. These are pictures of the work throughout the day and pictures of elected 
officials.  We have before and after of 1133 Clanton Road, 6845 North Ridge, 178 Parker Town 
Road, and the Druid Hills Community Garden. We particularly would like to give a special thanks 
to the Neighborhood Business and Service Department staff as well as the Code Enforcement staff 
for helping us in continuing with this project. We can’t thank you enough for your time. 

Mayor Roberts said those are terrific photos; looks like you all put in a lot of elbow grease.

Councilmember Lyles said I had the opportunity to come, but I didn’t have the opportunity to 
work very hard because Ms. Mayfield had finished everything before I could get there, but I saw 
Ms. Kinsey as well, and I want to say that many people remember Druid Hills, Druid Circle when it 
was an African American middle class neighborhood with a shopping area. The partnership that you 
took along with the residents there is truly transformative; we saw the houses that had been 
constructed by the Housing Partnership, and we saw the opportunities for people to have affordable 
homes, not just ones that they purchased, but ones that they may rent and thank you for doing this 
work. You made us all proud that day. 

* * * * * * *

ITEM NO. 7: SMALL BUSINESS MONTH PROCLAMATION

Mayor Roberts read the following proclamation:

WHEREAS, the City of Charlotte recognizes that the thousands of small businesses in Charlotte-
Mecklenburg play a pivotal role in strengthening the local economy; and

WHEREAS, small business are the backbone of the American economy, employing half of our 
country’s private sector workforce, and creating nearly two out of every three new jobs in our 
country; and

WHEREAS, from startups to high growth entrepreneurs – small businesses drive innovation and 
increase U.S. competitiveness; and

WHEREAS, small businesses in Charlotte provide needed goods and services to our residents, 
engage in philanthropic and civic concerns, help preserve our neighborhoods and business districts, 
encourage youth entrepreneurship, and improve the quality of life of our citizens; and

WHEREAS, the City of Charlotte honors and celebrates the entrepreneurial spirit that makes our 
community great and reaffirms our commitment to helping small businesses thrive and prosper; and 
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WHEREAS, during Small Business Month we honor entrepreneurs and small business owners who 
are the engine of our local economy for their important role ensuring Charlotte remains a great 
place to live and work; and 

WHEREAS, residents of Charlotte are asked to recognize the contributions of our communities 
local small businesses and the key role they play in keeping our economy strong:

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jennifer Watson Roberts, Mayor of Charlotte, do hereby proclaim      
May 1–31, 2016 as

“SMALL BUSINESS MONTH”

in Charlotte and commend its observance to all citizens.

Holly Eskridge, Neighborhood and Business Services said I am really excited to announce that 
May if one of the busiest months this community has seen for Small Business Month in quite a 
while. Our business partners alone are holding over 20 events in honor of our Small 
Business community, and our signature event “What is Your Game Plan?” is scheduled for May 25,
2016 at 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Panther‘s Den and Bank of America Stadium. More 
information about all these events can be found on cdrbus.com.  In an effort to really highlight the 
success of what is going on in this community, we thought what better way than to actually bring a 
video that talks about a local small business success story.  Neighboring Concepts is a local 
business that exemplifies innovation and why small businesses are critical to the strength of 
Charlotte’s economy.  The video was shown. 

Mayor Roberts said I think that Daryl Williams, the star of the video, is actually here tonight.  You 
didn’t realize you would be receiving the Proclamation on behalf of the Small Business 
Community. Would you like to come down and say a few words?  Mr. Williams is also a former 
Mecklenburg County Commissioner.

Daryl Williams, Carolina Panthers said first of all I want to thank the City for this proclamation 
and on behalf of all the small businesses in Charlotte it is really an honor for me to come down and 
accept this proclamation, so thank you very much and keep up the great work. 

* * * * * * * 

CONSENT AGENDA

Item No. 27: Voluntary Annexation Public Hearing Date
Adopt a resolution setting a public hearing for May 23, 2016 for a voluntary annexation petition. 

The resolution is recorded in full in Resolution Book 47, Pages 355-357. 

Item No. 28: Data Collection and Analytic Services for Charlotte Regional Transportation 
Planning Organization
Approve a contract on behalf of the Charlotte Regional Transportation Planning Organization with 
Baseline Mobility Group, Inc. for gathering and analyzing data for transportation planning purposes 
in the Charlotte region in the amount not to exceed $250,000. 

Item No. 29: Private Developer Funds for Traffic Signal Improvements
A) Authorize the City Manager to approve a Developer Agreement with Morgan Bond Charlotte, 
LLC, Halvorsen Development Corporation, Crescent Providence Farm, LLC and Horizon 
Development Properties, Inc. and (B) Adopt Budget Ordinance No. 8018-X appropriating $257,149 
in private developer funds for traffic signal improvements. 
The ordinance is recorded in full in Ordinance Book 60, at Page 37. 

Motion was made by Councilmember Mayfield, seconded by Councilmember Eiselt, and carried 
unanimously to approve the Consent Agenda as presented with the exception of Item No. 55 
which was pulled for a speaker. 
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Item No. 30: Charlotte-Mecklenburg Government Center Office Floor Renovations (2nd and 
3rd floors).
Award a contract in the amount of $149,559.30 to the lowest responsive bidder, D. E. Brown 
Construction, Inc. for renovations to the 2nd and 3rd floors of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
Government Center to provide space for Innovation & Technology’s resource Planning staff and 
City Storm Water services staff. 

Summary of Bids
D. E. Brown Construction     $149,559.30
McFarland Construction, Inc.     $398,995.00

Item No. 31: West Trade-Rozzelles Ferry Connectivity Enhancement Project
Approve a contract in the amount of $700.000 with Stantec Consulting Services Inc. for planning 
and design services for the West Trade Street-Rozzelles Ferry Connectivity Enhancement Project. 

Item No. 32: Beatties Ford Road Widening Relocation Cost Agreement
Authorize the City Manager to negotiate and execute an agreement with AT&T in an amount up to 
$300,000 to relocate AT&T Utility Infrastructure for Beatties Ford Road Widening Project. 

Item No. 33: Baucom Road Connector
Award a contract in the amount of $394,680 to the lowest responsive bidder Trull Contracting, LLC 
for the Baucom Road Connector Project. 

Summary of Bids
B&N Grading, Inc. * $387,397.05
Trull Contracting, LLC     $394,680.00
Blythe Development Company     $447,833.00
Red Clay Industries     $457,901.15
Carolina Cajun Concrete, Inc.     $465,980.00
Blythe Construction, Inc.     $489,765.50

*B&N Grading, Inc. failed to meet the established SBE and MBE goals and the Good Faith Efforts.

Item No. 34: Meadowridge Storm Drainage Improvement
Award a contract in the amount of $1,524,024.70 to the lowest responsive bidder Hall Contracting 
Corporation for the Meadowridge Storm Drainage Improvement Project. 

Summary of Bids
Hall Contracting Corporation $1,524,024.70
Blythe Development Company $1,619,365.00
Sealand Contractors Corp. $1,632,225.95
Onsite Development, LLC $1,636,124.60
D. E. Walker Construction $1,704,684.17
Zoladz Construction Co., Inc. $2,107,600.00

Item No. 35: Airport Access Control and Security Enhancements
(A) Approve the purchase of Access Control and Security Equipment, as authorized by the sole 
source exemption of G.S. 143-129 (e)(6), (B) Approve a unit price contract with Johnson Controls, 
Inc. for the purchase and installation of Access Control and Security Equipment for a term of six 
months, (C) Approve the purchase of network switches from a cooperative purchasing contract as 
authorized by G.S. 143-129(e)(3), and (D) Approve a unit price contract with UNICOM 
Government, Inc. for the purchase of Avaya network switches for a term of six months under US 
Communities Cooperative Purchase Contract, (Contract 440000645), effective May 1, 2016. 

Item No. 36: Airport Concourse A Expansion Phase I – Construction Manager at Risk
(A) Approve a contract in the amount of $695,000 with Turner-Rodgers, a Joint Venture for 
preconstruction management at risk services for the Concourse A Expansion, and (B) Adopt Budget 
Ordinance No. 8019-X appropriating $695,000 from the Aviation Discretionary Fund to the 
Aviation Community Investment Plan Fund. 

The ordinance is recorded in full in Ordinance Book 60, at Page 38. 
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Item No. 37: Airport Concourse A Ramp Expansion, Phase I
(A) Award a contract in the amount of $39,799,138 to the lowest responsive bidder, Flatiron 
Constructors, Inc. – Blythe Development Company, A Joint Venture for the construction of 
Concourse A Aircraft Ramp Expansion, Phase I, (B) Approve a contract in the amount of 
$1,632,726.72 with S&ME, Inc. for construction and materials testing, (C) Approve contract 
amendment #2 in the amount of $192,740 with Talbert, Bright and Ellington, Inc. for fuel design 
services, and (D) Adopt Budget Ordinance No. 8020-X appropriating $41,624,604.72 from the 
Aviation Discretionary Fund to the Aviation Community Investment Plan Fund.

Summary of Bids*
Flatiron Constructors, Inc.            $39,799,138.00 
Lane Construction Corp.            $40,998,827.50 
GLF Construction Corp.            $49,071,493.00

*The complete Summary of Bids is available in the City Clerk’s Office.

The ordinance is recorded in full in Ordinance Book 60, at Page 39. 

Item No. 38: Airport Interior Compacting Trash Can and Recycling Units
(A) Approve the purchase of Big Belly compacting trash can and recycling units, as authorized by 
the sole source exemption of G.S. 143-120(e) (6), (B) Approve a unit price contract with Big Belly 
Solar, Inc. for the purchase of compacting trash can and recycling units for the term of five years, 
and (C) Adopt Budget Ordinance No. 8021-X appropriating $800,000 from the Airport 
Discretionary Fund to the Airport Community Investment Fund in the amount of $800,000.

The ordinance is recorded in full in Ordinance Book 60, at Page 40.

Item No. 39: Airport Passenger Assistance Services Contract Amendment #1
Approve contract amendment #1 for $1,743,154.21 to Prospect Airport Services, Inc. for the 
addition of staff to assist in the ticketing lobby of the Airport and assist with the Airport’s new 
common use gate system. 
Item No. 40: Airport Plumbing Parts and Equipment
(A) Award a unit price contract to the lowest responsive bidder Murray Supply Company for the 
purchase of plumbing parts for a three-year term, and (B) Authorize the City Manager to renew the 
contract for up to two, one-year terms with possible price adjustments and to amend the contract 
consistent with the City’s business needs and the purpose for which the contract was approved. 

Summary of Bids FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19
Murray Supply Company  15K 150K 150K 135K
Baker Mitchell Rejected for Colluding
Southeast Plumbing Rejected for Colluding 

Item No. 41: United States Post Office Lease Agreement
(A) Approve a five-year ground lease agreement with the United States Post Office, and (B) 
Authorize the City Manager to execute two additional, five-year renewal options.

Item No. 42: LYNX Blue Line Extension Old Concord Park and Ride Lot Contract 
Agreement
Approve contract amendment #1 for $900,000 to the Old Concord Road Park and Ride Lot contract 
with Blythe Development Company. 

Item No. 43: Goodwill Opportunity Campus – Transit Access Project
Award a contract in the amount of $192,752.19 to the lowest responsive bidder DOT Construction 
for the Wilkinson Boulevard and Boyer Street Project 

Summary of Bids
DOT Construction     $192,752.19
Red Clay Industries     $204,878.25
Trull Contracting, LLC     $205,491.78
Blythe Development Company     $351,174.35
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Item No. 44: Mallard Creek and Back Creek Basins Sanitary Sewer Study
Approve a contract in the amount of $535,941 with Brown and Caldwell to provide professional 
engineering services for the Mallard Creek and Back Creek Basins Sanitary Sewer Study.

Item No. 45: Maintenance, Repair and Operating Supplies
(A) Approve the purchase of maintenance, repair and operating supplies from a cooperative 
purchase contract as authorized by G.S. 143-129(e)(3), (B) Approve a unit price contract with 
Fastenal Company for the purchase of maintenance, repair and operating supplies for a term of three 
years under the Cooperative Purchasing Network (contract #R4952, effective March 9, 2015), and 
(C) Authorize the City Manager to extend the contract for an additional one-year term as long as the 
cooperative contract is in effect, at prices and terms that are the same or more favorable than those 
offered under the cooperative contract.

Item No. 46: Refund of Business Privilege License Taxes
Adopt a resolution authorizing the refund of business privilege license payments in the amount of 
$172.50.

The resolution is recorded in full in Resolution Book 47, at Pages 358-359. 

Item No. 47: Meeting Minutes
Approve the titles, motions, and vote reflected in the Clerk’s record as the minutes of March 28, 
2016, Business Meeting and Citizens’ Forum, April 4, 2016, Council Workshop and Citizens’ 
Forum and April 6, 2016 Budget Workshop. 

PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS

Item No. 48: Sale of property: 6746 Glenmoor Drive
(A) Adopt a resolution proposing to accept the office from Jose Edgar Lazo to purchase City-owned 
property (parcel tax identification #055-155-47) located at 6746 Glenmoor Drive for $72,000, and 
(B) Authorize the advertisement of the property for sale for upset bids in accordance with the 
resolution and authorize the City Manager to execute all documents necessary to complete the sale 
of the property in accordance with the resolution. 

The resolution is recorded in full in Resolution Book 47, at Pages 360-362. 

Item No. 49: Airport Property Exchange
Adopt a resolution authorizing a land exchange between the City of Charlotte and Latour Properties, 
LLC. 

The resolution is recorded in full in Resolution Book 47, at Pages 363-364.

IN REM REMEDY

Item No. 50: In Rem Remedy: 124 Morningside Road
Adopt Ordinance No. 8022-X authorizing the use of In Rem Remedy to demolish and remove the 
structure at 124 Morningside Road (Neighborhood Profile Area 330). 

The ordinance is recorded in full in Ordinance Book 60, at Page 41.

Item No. 51: In Rem Remedy: 232 Lander Street
Adopt Ordinance No. 8023-X authorizing the use of in Rem Remedy to demolish and remove the 
structure at 232 Lander Street (Neighborhood Provide Area 88).

The ordinance is recorded in full in Ordinance Book 60, at Page 42. 

Item No. 52: In Rem Remedy: 2657 Southwest Boulevard
Adopt Ordinance No. 8024-X authorizing the use of In Rem Remedy to demolish and remove the 
structure at 2657 Southwest Boulevard (Neighborhood Profile Area 70). 

The ordinance is recorded in full in Ordinance Book 60, at Page 43.
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Item No. 53: In Rem Remedy: 3809/3811 Rosehaven Drive
Adopt Ordinance No. 8025-X authorizing the use of In Rem Remedy to demolish and remove the 
structure at 3809/3811 Rosehaven Drive (Neighborhood Profile Area 164). 

The ordinance is recorded in full in Ordinance Book 60, at Page 44.

Item No. 54: In Rem Remedy: 3813/3815 Rosehaven Drive
Adopt Ordinance No. 8026-X authorizing the use of In Rem Remedy to demolish and remove the 
structure at 3813/3815 Rosehaven Drive (Neighborhood Profile Area 164). 

The ordinance is recorded in full in Ordinance Book 60, at Page 45.

PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS

Item No. 56: Aviation Property Transaction – 8205 Robbie Circle
Acquisition of .47 acres at 8205 Robbie Circle from Judith Smith for $160,000 for EIS Mitigation 
Land. 

Item No. 57: Aviation Property Transaction – 10025 Dillard Valley Road
Acquisition of 4.07 acres at 10025 Dillard Valley Road from Sarah Chapman, executor, Dillard 
Heirs for $84,000 for Master Plan Land. 

Item No. 58: Property Transactions – North Tryon Business Corridor, Parcel #32

Acquisition of 472 square feet (.011 acres) in Sidewalk and Utility Easement, plus 9,558 square feet 
(.219 acres) in Temporary Construction Easement, plus 90 square feet (.002 acres) in Utility 
Easement at 2130 North Tryon Street from Tryon Street Properties, LLC for $47,500 for North 
Tryon Business Corridor, Parcel #32. 

Item No. 59: Property Transactions – Lyon Court Storm Drainage Improvement Project, 
Parcel #125
Acquisition of 3,634 square feet (.083 acres) in Storm Drainage Easement, plus 1,443 square feet 
(.033 acres) in Temporary Construction Easement at 2108 Randall Street for $47,000 for Lyon 
Court Storm Drainage Improvement Project, Parcel #125. 

Item No. 60: Property Transactions – Lyon Court Storm Drainage Improvement Project, 
Parcel #126
Acquisition of 547 square feet (.013 acres) in Fee Simple within Existing Right -of-Way, plus 3,555 
square feet (.082 acres) in Storm Drainage Easement, plus 2,433 square feet (.056 acres) in 
Temporary Construction Easement, plus 16 square feet in Utility Easement at 1526 Landis Avenue 
from Carl B. Leonard for $47,000 for Lyon Court Storm Drainage Improvement Project, Parcel 
#126. 

Item No. 61: Property Transactions – North Tryon Business Corridor, Parcels #28 and #29
Acquisition of 790 square feet (.018 acres) in Temporary Construction Easement, plus 1,180 square 
feet (.027 acres) in Utility Easement at 2020 North Tryon Street from Heath Land Company LLC 
for $12,900 for North Tryon Business Corridor, Parcels #28 and #29. 

Item No. 62: Property Transactions – Mary Alexander Road Drainage Improvements, Parcel 
#4
Resolution of condemnation of 26,694 square feet (.613 acres) in Storm Drainage Easement, plus 
1,486 square feet (.034 acres) in Temporary Construction Easement at Lex Drive from Alexander 
Towne Homeowners’ Association, Inc. for $11,900 for Mary Alexander Road Drainage 
Improvements, Parcel #4. 

The resolution is recorded in full in Resolution Book 47, at Page 365.

* * * * * * * 
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ITEM NO. 55: IN REM REMEDY: 9430 EAST W. T. HARRIS BOULEVARD

Jose Alberto Gomez Rosales, 3600 Brookstone Trail, Indian Trail said I am married man with a 
beautiful wife; her name is Sara, three kids, Kevin, Heidi, and little Jose Alberto, 12, 10, and 4 just 
May 7. As you know my property, I’m fixing it; I know it has been a slow, but I’m working 
everyday on the property trying to finish it up. That is my main goal. It has been distressful, it has 
been experience, good and bad, but I just want to say that I care about my property; I want to finish 
it out. I’m the first one that wants to do that and move on. 

Ben Krise, Neighborhood and Business Services said I am the Code Enforcement Manager.  Let 
me first start a timeline for you of how long this project has been going on. It was a referral that we 
received based on a fire damaged structure in April of 2012.  Based on our inspection in April of 
2012 the structure was in a demolition criteria at that point in time. The owner of the property did 
begin to make some significant progress in January of 2013; what he did was take 1,800 square foot 
structure, took the roof off and added a second story making it approximately a 3,600 square foot 
structure that is dried in. It stalled at that point in time; we are receiving complaints from the 
neighborhood and citizens on a weekly basis related to this property. We’ve granted multiple 
extensions in the process which converts the demolition order to a repair to allow him ample time. 
The decision was made based on all the change in the conditions in November of 2015 based on the 
large number of complaints and the lack of significant progress in bringing into substantial 
condition to restart the case. We did that again; we gave him an additional extension, and that is 
where we are today; we have a structure that is still in the demolition criteria that there has been 
some rough in permit related inspections on mechanical and plumbing passed, but that is it. We are 
over four years now and it is staff’s recommendation that we move forward in the demolition of this 
structure. 

Mr. Rosales said he is right the house caught on fire four years ago; April 11, 2016. The lack of 
experience, I thought hey, the roof is gone I am going to make some rooms. He is right it took me 
forever. Money was a big issue at first; I have a loan now, and I’m a self-employed mechanic at 
Greg’s Automotive; I’m running that place now, and he is right it has taken me forever, but I’ve 
been working on it. We just passed inspection on the mechanical. I believe that was last week. We
did not have an inspection on the electrical, and we have some issues that we are working on and 
hopefully this week I’m going to pass inspection on the electrical and move on. Right now I have a 
loan that I can continue to finish the house. I know he is right 100%, but let’s build not demolish. I
don’t know if you have pictures of my house; my house is not like a wow you are doing nothing. 
Yes, it has taken me four years like he said, but I believe the inspector was in January of this year 
when he said the problem before the four years ago that was erased by the new problems I have on 
the property because I’ve been putting money into it. I have a roof, I have windows, I have 
everything, so he is saying four years, but it seems like the inspector told me we start fresh in 
January this year. In the beginning they told me, sir you have to repair the house four years ago.  All 
of a sudden the order was to demolish it. Someone made the mistake about the percentage of the 
amount of money to repair the house. I don’t know who made the mistake, but it changed from 
repair to demolish the house. In my understanding, with the new things that I have improved on the 
house this is from January to now the time that has been lapsed for me to repair the house. I’m 
working on it. 

Councilmember Autry said Mr. Krise I see you are recommending demolition because the In Rem 
repair is 82.144% of the structure tax value of $67,600.

Mr. Krise said that is correct.

Mr. Autry said when was the last time you inspected the property?

Mr. Krise said I have current pictures from April 13, 2016.

Mr. Autry said and the condition of the property is still in the state the City would recommend 
demolition?

Mr. Krise said that is correct. 

Mr. Autry said in four years that dial has not moved?
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Mr. Krise said our original order to demolish was in late 2012 and per the owner’s request we 
granted extensions for him to repair and he has created more violations. He is right; we restarted the 
case, and we even gave him an extension to repair those violations. It remains in demolition criteria
as we speak today. I personally went to the property last week, and it remains in that condition.

Mr. Autry said Mayor, I have received complaints from the community about this property, so I’m 
going to move that we move forward with the In Rem recommendation of staff and I hope the 
Council will support that. 

Councilmember Fallon said which picture is the way it looks now? There are four here.

Mr. Krise said those are all current pictures Ms. Fallon. 

Ms. Fallon said so this one is the way it looks now?

Mr. Krise said yes ma’am.

Ms. Fallon said and that is what you want to demolish, right?

Mr. Krise said that is correct. 

Ms. Fallon said what is the problem with it exactly?

Mr. Krise said it is a shell of a structure; there are no functioning systems, it is completely in 
violation of the minimum housing standards that we require in residential dwellings. 

Mr. Fallon said even though it has new windows and the brick frontage has been added to it?

Mr. Krise said that is correct; it is still not complete, it is still 82% of the structure value.

Councilmember Eiselt said when do you expect that you would finish the property; have the funds 
available to complete the property to the standards?

Mr. Rosales said the only reason I haven’t covered the house on the outside is because of 
inspections, they are rough inspections. So, I’m trying to pass this inspection so of course the 
framing on the house, the electrical is still missing, the electrical, the framing, the sheeting on the 
outside, that way I can cover the house and continue with insulation.  

Ms. Eiselt said everyone is held to the same standards for inspections.  Do you have an estimate of 
when you are able to complete the house in order to pass inspection?

Mr. Rosales said once I pass these rough inspections I’m trying to pass this week, the latest is next 
week. I can cover the house on the outside and continue to work. You see windows, I have spent 
$8,000 just in windows, no labor. I have spent a lot of money on this house, and I don’t know which 
pictures are, but we just passed inspection on the mechanical.  I spent $6,000 in the mechanical. I 
care for my property, and I’m working on it every day, and I want to pass these inspections and 
move on and continue to work. I cannot finish the house on the outside because I haven’t passed 
inspections.

Councilmember Austin said I’m curious, are you living there?

Mr. Rosales said no, it is not livable. 

Motion was made by Councilmember Autry, seconded by Councilmember Driggs, to adopt 
Ordinance No. 8027-X and support staff’s In Rem recommendation to demolish and remove the 
structure at 9430 East W. T. Harris Boulevard. 
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Councilmember Mitchell said we are having a lot of discussion over here, and I apologize if I 
missed this earlier, but staff just reported that it has been this way for four years. What caused the 
delay?

Mr. Rosales said in the beginning this wasn’t my problem; I went crazy trying to put some rooms 
upstairs. I ran into permits and regulations, so I spent a lot of money there, and the money went 
away so I have to wait until I can work on a loan which I have now. I have been working, yes it is 
slow, because I don’t have the budget to hire out subcontractor and charge me $20,000 for the air 
conditioning and $15,000 for the electrical. That is reality, and that is part of my problem.

Mr. Mitchell said have you lived in this home previously?

Mr. Rosales said yes. 

Mr. Mitchell said so it was your permanent residence?

Mr. Rosales said yes, and it is going to continue to be, I just want to finish it up. 

Mr. Mitchell said are you currently living there now with your family?

Mr. Rosales said no, not at this moment; it is not livable.  

Mr. Mitchell said when did you relocate from this home?

Mr. Rosales I am in Indian Trail in another house; I’m renting a house. 

Councilmember Driggs said what is the amount of the loan that you’ve gotten?

Mr. Rosales said $50,000.

Mr. Driggs said how much do you need to finish the repairs?

Mr. Rosales said about $50,000.

Mr. Driggs said so you think you could complete the repairs for $50,000.  I am little confused about 
why it says –
Mr. Rosales said the pictures you have there; there is no air conditioning there, now we passed, and
we have all the equipment of the air conditioning. On the electrical, we are missing a few details 
that we have to address to pass inspection and move on, and that is what I’m working on. It is not 
like I’m leaving the property, and I don’t care. My property taxes, I paid off. 

Councilmember Smith said he is going for permitting and inspections this week; do we have any 
validation of that?

Mr. Krise said I checked the permitting system before I came here this evening; there are no permits 
called in. The only two rough in permits that have passed are mechanical and plumbing.  This 
structure has not even passed the building framing inspection. We don’t service them, the City 
doesn’t; that is a function the County does. We have concerns in our observation based on the 
expertise of our staff that it will even pass the framing inspection, and it is also noted in the system 
that the electrical inspection has so many deficiencies that the inspector just stopped the inspection 
based on my readings earlier. We have concerns about it, and our recommendation after four years 
in this condition with the capacity that we move forward with the demolition. 

Mr. Smith said when would the demolition take place?

Mr. Krise said we have to go through the permitting process just like anybody; I would estimate that 
it would happen within a 30-day period of time. 

Mr. Smith said I’m struggling with this one only in that we get a lot that come to us that are in really 
– I know we have some deficiencies with permitting but from a structure standpoint we get some 
that are really from the exterior look like they are falling down. This one looks like with the help of 
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the loan that it is closer to completion. The question I would have for staff and maybe Council, what 
would happen if instead of moving forward with demolition we left the hearing open for a brief 
window to see if the homeowner could actually get the permits needed and the loan needed to move 
forward. Maybe a question for the Attorney, if we left the hearing open. 

City Attorney Bob Hagemann said you can leave the hearing open; you can defer the decision as 
well.

Mr. Krise said Mr. Smith, if you are going to recommend going down that road, I would ask that the 
ordinance be passed and that you direct me to enter into a consent agreement with a specified period 
of time. That would allot us moving forward.

Mr. Smith said that would make me feel a little more comfortable; I think we get some of these 
houses that truly are pure blight and looking at Google Earth on this and in relation to some of the 
neighbors this one doesn’t appear to be as bad as some of the stuff coming before us, and I just hate 
to tear down the house. 

Mr. Krise said I will reiterate again we are receiving complaints weekly through the Manager’s 
office as well as the Councilmembers about this site. 

Councilmember Mayfield said do we ever have any conversations when it comes to a situation 
like this where at the end of the day it is more financial than anything else and being a homeowner 
is much more expensive than a lot of people realize. Do we ever have a conversation of connecting 
this particular owner with Goodwill for their Goodwill Critical Home Repair Program which is the 
application process and has a low interest loan and which you actually help come in and do and 
have certified and bonded contractors to come in and do the work. Do you know if that conversation 
ever happened?

Mr. Krise said I can with surety that in this instance with this location, based on our estimates, we 
didn’t have a conversation referring anybody to Goodwill. We do connect folks all the time to our 
rehab program and other service providers throughout the City. Based on the ordinance and where 
this falls it is our recommendation and the business decision that we are exceeding 65% of the tax 
structure value, and that is a bad business decision in our opinion. We connect all the time with 
other service providers.

Ms. Mayfield said I’m not talking about our service providers to come in and assist; I’m talking 
about the loan program that Goodwill has because Goodwill has Goodwill Construction, which is a 
whole separate entity, and if you have someone that is trying but if the biggest challenge seems to 
be financial. There is no way for me to know just looking at this if this is going to be truly owner 
occupied at some point of it if is a home that is being flipped. I’m just wondering for future 
reference for me if we are having a discussion like this and the homeowner is attempting to remodel 
but ran into some challenges, do we ever refer them to the contracting arm of Goodwill since that is 
a whole separate entity, and if you are able to get a loan are we making those connections to try to 
see if we can keep this house in the stock opposed to leveling it and then you are sitting with an 
empty lot. That is one of my challenges throughout my District; I have homes that were removed 
years ago that just create empty lots that we have to worry about someone keeping the grass mowed 
and maintaining it. I was just wondering if we ever consider having a conversation with the 
contracting arm and the construction arm of Goodwill.

Mr. Krise said there are resources that we work with; in this instance, I can say with surety we 
didn’t refer. 

Ms. Fallon said Mr. Krise how long do you think it would take to renovate this and finish it if he 
were doing it himself?

Mr. Krise said it could be done in 30 to 60-days.

Ms. Fallon said how long do you think doing it yourself, it would take you to do it?

Mr. Rosales said he said 30 to 60-days. When you have a lot of money, and you could use whoever 
you wanted, go ahead and do it. 
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Ms. Fallon said you’ve got a loan now.

Mr. Rosales said yes, I have a loan.

Ms. Fallon said how long do you think it is going to take for you to finish this?

Mr. Rosales said four or five months. 

Mr. Krise said we’ve missed all the deadlines on all the extensions that staff has granted during the 
past four years. We just asked for the electrical and the mechanical to be done by February on our 
last extension; neither of them was met and that is one of the reasons we turned it in. 

Ms. Fallon said did you have the loan by February?

Mr. Rosales said I already have the loan, but this is the problem I run into. The mechanical 
contractor, a friend of mine, he was working since before Christmas and I have that situation.  
When I put money there and nothing moved.

Ms. Fallon said it is a matter of, you have a commitment to make, and you have to meet that 
commitment.

Mr. Rosales said I’m committed to finish my house.

Mr. Autry said colleagues I know this is probably not an easy choice for a lot of folks but the 
concern in the community is that they have been living with this blight for four years, and they are 
ready for some action. We are here tonight to make that decision. Mr. Krise is telling us that none of 
the extensions that have been applied to this property in the last four years, not one of them has 
been met. Am I correct in characterizing it that way?

Mr. Krise said that is correct. 

Mr. Autry said I don’t think kicking the can down the road is going to help move the dial on this at 
all. I think we should go ahead and approve the ordinance, let Mr. Krise continue to work, go ahead 
and pull his permits; if he sees the movement he has had the leeway in the past to not take the action 
on the demolition as long as he is getting the action. One of the things we can be assured of is that if 
there is action that can be handled it is going to be handled after we approve this ordinance. 

Mr. Austin said would the District Rep be open to an amendment to his motion to move forward 
with In Rem to give them 60-days, and they move forward after that? You said it should be done in 
at least two months.  

Mr. Smith said what is the chief complaint from the neighbors? Is it the fact that the structure hasn’t 
been bricked in?

Mr. Autry said they are living with this blight; this house was damaged by fire four years ago, and 
there is no progress in the eyes of the community, and it has been sitting there. Basically what you 
see here with the addition of some bricks on the façade in the front, not the back. This faces W. T. 
Harris so all those communities back there have been facing this every day for the last four years.

Councilmember Phipps said how much money have you put into this house already?

Mr. Rosales said almost $110,000.

Councilmember Lyles said I know this is a very difficult situation, and I know that it is very hard 
when you are doing this kind of work on your own, and you probably have a regular job in addition 
to trying to build the house that you are trying to work on. I’m going to support the motion that we 
have the demolition in place. Your responsibility to your neighbors and to this community is to have 
a safe and inhabitable home, and that is really, really important to all of us. We want you to be able 
to live in a safe, inhabitable home. When it is not it is dangerous for everyone, so I’m going to 
support the motion, and what you have a responsibility to do, working with our staff, is to be 
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responsive to this. It is really important to get the appropriate permits, because it will not be safe for 
you to occupy without going through that permitting process. We want to have people live in a great 
neighborhood. I’m going to support the motion and you’ve got the staff here, we don’t like to tear 
down houses; that is not our goal. So the staff isn’t against you, what you need to do is devote some 
time and energy working with us. You can see the sympathy and empathy you have at this dais so 
what you need to do if you can find the right contractor, if you can get a low interest loan, explore 
all the possibilities, but please repair your home in a way that you can have an occupancy permit 
that meets the code. I don’t have any questions; I’m just going to say I will support the motion for 
you to continue with the demolition with the support from the staff. I just want you to understand it 
is important to do the work. 

Mr. Rosales said he was telling about the inspection on the framing, on the building itself. I cannot 
pass the inspection because all the trades, the mechanical, the electrical I know that. I have to pass 
those first and then the building. 

Mr. Lyles said I understand that and Mr. Krise understands that too. 

Mr. Rosales said this week, I’m going to have the inspection for the electrical and the building 
itself, trying to pass them and that way I can wrap the house on the outside, continue with the 
insulation then the sheetrock and continue with the house. 

Mr. Autry said I would hope that we can call the question and Mr. Krise you are available to the 
property owner to respond for him to show to you that he is making significant progress to bring 
this property into compliance.

Mr. Krise said that is correct. 

Mr. Rosales said I will do it.

The vote was taken on the motion to approve the ordinance and recorded as unanimous. 

Mayor Roberts said I look forward to you all working together ,and hopefully we will get that 
worked out, and you will be able to save your home, but you have a very short time window. 

The ordinance is recorded in Ordinance Book 60, at Page 46. 

* * * * * * *

PUBLIC HEARING

ITEM NO. 9: PUBLIC HEARING ON PRELIMINARY FISCAL YEAR 2017 OPERATING 
BUDGET AND FISCAL YEARS 2017-2021 COMMUNITY INVESTMENT PLAN

Mayor Roberts declared the hearing open and said this is our time to listen to citizens and their 
interest and concerns on our budget for the coming year. We are not here to respond, but are here to 
listen to your input. We will have a workshop on May 11, 2016, Straw Votes on May 25, 2016, and 
our final vote on our budget will be in June. You can also send us e-mails and voice messages over 
the next several weeks as we continue to work on this budget. We welcome your input. 

Rob Harrington, 3600 Providence Manor Road said I am the Chair-elect of the Arts and Science 
Council Board, and I’m here to speak on behalf of the Arts and Science Council. First of all, thank 
you; we really appreciate the support that we’ve gotten from the City, the City Council, and the 
Manager’s Office year in and year out. We are grateful for the continuing public/private partnership 
that this relationship represents. With the funds that we received from Arts and Science Council we 
have really tried to move forward with the recommendations of the Cultural Life Task Force and 
those include, as the Council is aware, principally three things: building community by making arts
and cultural and history and science accessible in the neighborhoods where citizens can really 
access them; Number two, increasing relevant and innovative programming beyond that which we 
have historically provided, and then finally making arts, science, history and cultural central to Pre-
K through 12 education. Examples of those and you will hear from one of these tonight is the Digi-
Bridge Project Program which is a part of the Renaissance West Community Initiative, and you will 
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hear from a representative of Digi-Bridge. It is a program that involved 135 students, and you will 
see a theme here with work with students with out of school time with supporting the youth in our 
community, so I will let her speak on Digi-Bridge. The possibility project, which was also in our 
application materials, which includes an ensemble of 60 young people in a 22-week curriculum 
aimed at supporting those students in the arts. The Martha Connerton Kinetic Works Partnership 
which is also yet another program aimed at students in neighborhoods and supporting those 
students.  Finally, as the Council is aware, our long running Studio 345 Project and along with that,
we continue to support the long standing organizations in the community that need our grant 
support year in and year out.  We’ve put in place a number of things to make those grants even 
more responsible and responsive to the needs of the community. As the Council is aware, again we 
are grateful for the recommended amount to Arts and Science Council in our proposal we asked for 
an additional $300,000. Just to touch on that what that would allow us to do is to do even more in 
these areas that have been outlined in the Cultural Life Task Force Report, and we ask that you 
consider that in your discretion as a Council knowing that there are many different priorities that 
face this Council, but we appreciate your support.  

Finally, ASC is changing itself; we have changed the configuration of our Board internally, but 
more important perhaps for the Council and for the public, we have established a number of task 
forces and advisory councils, three of those are explicitly public: Southwest, Northeast, and Central 
to really be able to hear directly from citizens about the citizens and the public sector’s priorities. 
We want to hear, we want to be responsive, and be able to react to the needs of the community so 
again thank you very much for the support in the recommended budget; thank you for your support 
through the years for Arts and Science Council, and we look forward to continuing to work with the 
City of Charlotte. A number of organizations have stepped up, and we appreciate the support from 
the City, and we appreciate the support that we’ve gotten from the County and the towns and we 
appreciate the way the private sector has rallied to our support in the last few years. We look 
forward to continuing to do great things in the future for Arts, Science, Culture, and History in 
Charlotte and Mecklenburg County. 

Lonnie Davis, 345 North College Street said I am the Presidency of Jazz Arts Initiative, also 
known as JAI.  JAI is a six-year old non-profit organization with a mission to connect the cultural 
community and develop an audience for jazz through quality education, performance, and musician 
support. Through our programs JAI takes pride in our ability to serve and provide access to a very 
diverse group of patrons, students and volunteers. We’ve served over 15,000 students K-12 this 
academic school year, through our jazz in schools and jazz academy programs. We’ve also reached 
up to 800 audience members each month at the jazz room concert series and continue to support a 
broad network of local and regional affiliate artists by providing them with opportunities to do what 
they love and that is to play music and teach. JAI has experienced significant growth and 
development since its inception, due to ongoing support from the Arts and Science Council, and we 
are very grateful. The ASC has provided a number of grants supporting JAI educational and 
performance based programs. This fall, Jazz Arts Initiative received an ASC technical assistance 
grant which allowed us to implement a new strategic plan. With guidance from Pat McDowell and 
Associates the plan helped JAI to produce a comprehensive development campaign with numerous 
successful results.  Additionally, due to the changes that the ASC has made in response to the needs 
of the community, JAI is now eligible to receive general operation and capacity building support,
which will help this organization to move closer to its potential, and further serve the needs of this 
community. We appreciate the ASC’s new cultural vision, and its desire to make resources such as 
these available to emerging organizations like Jazz Arts Initiative. We also appreciate the City of 
Charlotte’s continued support in helping them to realize this transformative vision. I thank you for 
the opportunity to speak on behalf of the ASC and Charlotte culture sector.

Councilmember Lyles said I think what you do rivals any professional group that I’ve seen in 
Charlotte, and thank you for this commitment to the young people and to the art of jazz.

Councilmember Eiselt said I would also like to say that everybody should google the story on 
Lonnie; she moved here after Katrina, and that tragedy brought us a really great gift in Charlotte of 
jazz, so thank you. 

Torie Leslie, 2072 Euclid Avenue said I am a Digi-Bridge educator. Digi-Bridge is a Charlotte 
based non-profit that aspires to create a generation of well-equipped, twenty-first century learners. I 
am extremely grateful for your time today to celebrate the success of our #STEAMSaturday classes 
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at Renaissance West Community Initiative, graciously funded by the Arts and Science Council.  At 
Digi-Bridge, we seek to offer science, technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics, that’s 
STEAM, opportunities to scholars and neighborhoods of promise.  In 2015, 208 scholars 
experienced #STEAMSaturdays, and thanks for the generous support of partners like ASC we will 
serve 500 scholars this year. Instead of consuming cartoons on Saturday mornings our scholars are 
creating cartoons. We are not playing video games, we are designing video games. Opening our 
schools and community centers in neighborhoods on Saturdays for these experiences has proven to 
be a game changer. Our students have the time, the location is accessible to parents, and all 
participants leave with an experience that can’t be replicated. Arts and Science Council’s 
partnership is essential to the success of this program. Their dedication to our areas of focus has 
provided us with the opportunity to serve more scholars in the community. While an hour is not 
enough time to create a master programmer or develop a graphic designer, it is enough time to plant 
the seed of success and spark the talent within a young mind. It is the time we need to open the door 
of opportunity. I get up on Saturday mornings excited to look into the faces of eager, young learners 
who have the potential to become our future generation of digital artists and computer scientist. I 
met Adrian, who has come to the last three of our #STEAMSaturdays opportunities at Renaissance 
West. Her first visit, she came with her aunt, the next time she came with her aunt and cousins, and 
her third visit she came with her mom, a friend from school and that student’s mom. It is going to 
sound strange, but I love when she gets stuck on a coding challenge; she calls me over, we re-read 
the challenge, we take a deep breath and may even experience a few failed attempts together, but 
when we master the challenge she smiles ear to ear, sits up straight, leans in, shoos me away and 
moves on to the next challenge. I’d like to thank City Council for supporting Arts and Science 
Council because of your partnerships students like Adrian are afforded a safe space to explore their 
curiosities on Saturday mornings. On behalf of Digi-Bridge and our dedicated learners, thank you. 
Together with the support of the Arts and Science Council we will hashtag to bridge the divide. 

Rev. Philip Benham, 761 Harris Street, Concord said it is an honor to be before you and to be 
heard again. Unless the Lord builds a house, its laborers labor in vain, unless the Lord watches over 
the City the watchman stand guard in vain. You have unleashed, on February 22, 2016, an unholy 
hell upon our City. 

Mayor Roberts said Mr. Benham I need to remind you that this is a budget hearing and you can only 
speak to matters related to our budget.

Rev. Benham said yes ma’am, unless the Lord is at the bottom of all of your financial inquiry it will 
crumble. Ms. Mayfield made a lovely prayer about asking that this Council would honor Almighty 
God. What is going to happen when you decide to turn from the principles in this book when you 
decide to cast God behind your back and enter this City into a fairytale God will drain every penny 
that you have from this City?

Mayor Roberts said Mr. Benham, is this related to our budget?

Mr. Benham said yes ma’am it absolutely is foundational to your budget. If God doesn’t build this 
house, it is going to crumble, and it is crumbling and right now we are suffering with our 
Department of Justice, and we are now going to have withheld from our state $4.5 billion as a result 
of what you have done, and it is your self-chosen way so ma’am, I’m just asking you to ask God to 
repent. Your profess Christ ma’am, but you don’t confess Christ. Confess is made up of two simple 
words, meta which means change and nuse which means mind, to change your mind. You are going 
in the wrong direction; God is calling you back home, and He would like you to do that, and He will 
again bless this City,,ut if you continue on your way you are going to be like that bronze statue that 
we have out in front of Charlotte Douglas Airport where Queen Charlotte is holding out her crown,
and she is falling in an irrecoverable position, and Ms. Roberts that looks amazingly like you. She is 
holding out that crown to one invisible man, whose name is Jesus.

Mayor Roberts said I’m trying very hard to connect what you are saying to our budget. 

Rev. Benham said it is; if God isn’t at the bottom of your budget, if you do not bring Him back in 
ma’am, he will drain every penny that we have. You have done great harm to this City ma’am, and 
it has been your personal intension to do that, and I pray God will help you to repent and to confess 
the truth. \Confess, two Greek words, homologeo.  Homo means the same, logeo means speak, 
speak the same as God.  
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Mayor Roberts said this is about the choices we make for our City. 

Rev. Benham said ma’am, how can I make it clearer? Without God as the foundation this City is not 
going to thrive. If he is he will bless this City. Thank you ma’am, I really appreciate your 
interruptions and everything else, but thank you for letting me speak. 

Ken Szymanski, 4139 Sulkirk Road said I am representing the Greater Charlotte Apartment 
Association and the 200,000 residents that live in apartment communities in every geography, every 
income strata and every ethnicity of the City, and I’m joined tonight by a couple of apartment 
professionals Ms. Combs who operates in East Charlotte and Mr. Cosar who operates in West 
Charlotte. We want to thank City Manager Carlee for presenting a FY17 budget that keeps basic 
public services intact for all of Charlotte’s residents, and we share his view that all Charlotteans 
deserve basic public services. Public service in the City of Charlotte is all about the City residents 
being served; that is what matters to no-one’s exclusion. At the same time, what we saw in the 
budget as it was presented were a few alternatives so called expenditure decrease alternatives. Our 
view is that, it is a really euphemism for potentially shifting City expenses to apartment residents by 
omissible trash service exclusion even though those residents already paid their property taxes, in 
fact apartment residents in Charlotte currently pay the City about $50 million annually in property 
taxes in exchange for basic City services, so please consider (a) the majority of Charlotte’s very low 
income residents live in multifamily rental housing, people with lower education levels, people who 
use public transportation, and most of our Latino population are far more likely to reside in 
multifamily rental housing. Is anyone in the City examining the potential equal protection of 
disparity impact concerns of a trash service exclusion?

Secondly, in recent months we’ve heard about the subject of distinction some call commercial 
multifamily, describing a property type. It is really designed to disenfranchise 30% of Charlotte’s 
population from receiving services that are being provided to those choosing to live in a single 
family dwelling, townhouse, or condominium. The use of disingenuous semantics in any guise is 
unworthy of the proud historic City of Charlotte. What logic is there to support increasing housing 
costs for middle and lower income apartment dwellers while bending over backwards to not 
increase the burden for homeowners, surely not one to be proud of. Apartment residents currently 
pay 45% of the City’s trash bill in the form of fees, but single family only pays 13%. Why penalize 
the most efficient users of the service? Without the apartment industry in Charlotte, it is safe to say 
that many Charlotteans their housing would be pricier and of lesser quality, so the primary method 
to achieve housing affordable is important to all of us is efficiency at every level. We hear from our 
colleagues at Crisis Assistance Ministry; they serve 18,000 households and over 50,000 persons 
each year of staving off evictions and utility disconnections, what might a City trash service 
exclusion mean to those consumers and to that agency? We have a chart we put together tonight,
and we are sending this to you separately. It talks a little bit about income and ethnicity, and it is 
interesting that the median income for owner occupied housing has got exactly double, $76,000 a 
year compared to rental housing, and also the propensity is for minorities to live in multifamily 
rental housing more so than owner occupied housing. Thank you for your time, and we encourage 
you to follow the City Manager’s recommendation. 

Mike O’Sullivan, 400 North Church Street said I am Co-Chair of the Homeless Services 
Network Advocacy Team, and I’m here tonight to speak against the possible of elimination of 
garbage collection for apartments. I know that the budget is tight this year, and we have a lot of 
critical funding needs, including the additional police officers, but elimination of garbage collection 
for apartments will have a direct impact on the most vulnerable citizens of our City. Permits afford 
housing units like Moore Place and Creech Place house people who are formerly homeless, and 
they operate on a very tight budget. We expect a significant increase in expenses if they must 
contract for their own garbage collection, and given the limited amount of funding amount of 
funding available this will adversely affect our community objective to eliminate chronic 
homelessness in our City. In addition, the lack of affordable housing in Charlotte means that there 
are people living in apartments that are on the edge of homelessness. We anticipate the additional 
costs of garbage collection to these units will be passed along. This has the potential to cause 
financial stress to families already exceeding 30% of their income for rent. At our Homeless 
Services Network meeting on March 24, 2016 of this year a motion was unanimously approved to 
oppose this proposal.  Our members feel that it would have a direct and detrimental impact to the 
clients that we serve. We ask the City Council to not consider elimination of trash collection for 
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apartments, as a way to balance the budget, or at least exempt apartments providing housing for 
people who were formerly homeless and apartments housing those who earn less than 80% of the 
adjusted median income. I appreciate the opportunity to speak on this important issue. 

Charlie Henley, 1057 East Morehead Street said thanks for letting us be here to speak, and I too 
am in the apartment industry and most of my career has been here in Charlotte managing 
apartments; affordable, market and mixed income apartments, so I’ve been around the block a few 
times. What I want to do is try to get us to think differently about renters as an important asset that 
we have in the community and we can do a better job of taking into consideration the value that 
they bring. In the City Manager’s draft budget, the budget highlights include the following measure 
of the budget’s worthiness, and I’m quoting; 80% of homeowners will have an impact of less than
$1.00 per month, 95% of homeowners will have an impact of less than $2.00 per month. This 
concern for limiting the budget’s impact on Charlotte residents is absent from the consideration of
eliminating trash service for apartment renters. Why would we consciously choose to place a higher 
value on the opinions and economic wellbeing of Charlotte’s homeowners, compared to the 
opinions and wellbeing of its apartment renters? Eliminating trash service for renters funded by the 
property tax would reinforce the notion of renters as second class citizens. For many households 
and for public policy, renting is the best choice for a host of reasons. A good example is the 
mobility and the ability of residents to change their location, to take advantage of an employment 
opportunity in another part of the City. Are these households not worthy of equal treatment in their 
trash removal expenses? City staff is correct in its assessment that other cities do not provide trash 
service, but does that say anything more than trash service for renters is low hanging fruit,
compared to increasing the property tax rate? The chief downside of increasing the property tax is 
that it will upset the more affluent population of homeowners. The City’s current trash policy has 
been a long-term commitment to its renters and has kept Charlotte apartments slightly more 
affordable relative to apartments in peer cities.  Those are valuable attributes worth retaining. 

Nelly Lomelli, 5417 Albemarle Road said thank you for the opportunity for allowing me to speak 
before you tonight. I am an apartment manager for Sailboat Bay and Eaglewoods Apartments here 
in Charlotte I have been following a discussion on multifamily trash and whether or not apartments 
or residents or businesses. I would like to tell you a little about the people I work with; they are 
families, they live on low income. Many are single parent families juggling two jobs trying to make 
ends meet, students that are trying to bear their future and can’t keep a full-time job. We also have 
refugees that come to a country to become US citizens; we help them with ESL classes and 
citizenship classes which in the near future help them to become good citizens and contribute to our 
community. I don’t see people that live in our apartment complex as customers; they are residents 
of a community and residents of our City. Just because they can’t afford to have an opportunity to 
live in a house does not mean that they are not our residents.

Tigress McDaniel, 2217 Matthews Township Parkway, Matthews said my visit here tonight is 
three-fold. We all know that I’m going to make mention of mold remediation and legislative reform 
in that regard. More specifically as it directly relates to the neighborhood improvements, I concur 
with the last speakers; evidentially, there is a distain amongst landlords and developers in Charlotte 
as it directly relates to them being renters, and there is a second class of renters which is deplorable. 
Economically, we are viable to the health and wellbeing of this City and the growth in fact, so when 
you talk about neighborhood improvements. Number one, I would say that there does need be an 
expansion of the housing code enforcement, and I do believe that should come from that budget if 
allowable so that it does include the mold remediation specifically and other housing code 
entailments that are not actually in the legislative content currently. Then those specific and 
scientifically trained, experienced individuals can then enforce the code in that regard, if of course 
the City Council moves forward upon their statutory provisions and being empowered by the state 
to actually put in place mold legislation. In addition to other major issues that affect residents in 
apartment homes that do not have privy to that now. Secondly, as an environmental scientist myself,
I think it is very important when we talk about trash, because I’m always reminding my friends and 
family that whatever you throw out of your car today ends up in a landfill tomorrow. When we are 
talking about trash service we need to look back at the material recovery facilities. They have not 
gained the popularity during this sustainability trend, and obviously for me, environmental health 
and sustainability is not a trend, it is a lifestyle. I believe very strongly that I would propose upon 
the City Council that they look into budgeting for that as well, making sure those MRFs, material 
recovery facilities, is what they are called, are throughout the City and do make those 
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accommodations and incentivize in fact residential use of those if this passes with regards to there 
not being the trash allowment.

Vincent Frisina, 3140 Edsel Place said first I want you to think of Mr. Delgoto with respect to 
North Carolina Building Code. When my stormwater drain failed because it didn’t follow 
stormwater code, I was told that there were two codes involved, and the second code was never 
verified. When my neighbor next door had his storm drain repaired, I was able to stop the project 
and verify that the code existed; I also went before a total of five houses to verify whether a code 
was needed or not needed and the question is how many other houses have been violated by not 
getting the permits for codes. That is the first item for stormwater. The second item for stormwater 
has to do with gabions; these are retaining walls over five feet after 2007, they need building 
permits. Did you get all the building permits you needed for that? I’m looking to see whether this 
will impair the financial statements; I’m looking for you to verify just as you are holding this man’s 
feet to the fire when you are paying the bills, are you going ahead and getting the proper permits? 
This has all been documented and the last item I wanted to bring up was, as I brought up other 
issues, guardrails, and diagonals they were kind of decimated in my neighborhood. Guardrails were 
down; diagonals were down. I brought that up before, and I was told up front by staff we only 
review what is called in, so you don’t have a baseline out there right now to know what actually is 
correct and what is not correct. The question is should you have a baseline and know which 
guardrails are broken; if you go up Central Avenue I’ve noticed this for about six to eight months, I 
finally called it in. I can’t be the only one calling in guardrails, staff made a great suggestion and 
that suggestion was very simple.  Neighborhood Development which has many different inspectors 
should be noticing these things, calling in and seeing when guardrails are crushed, when diagonals 
are missing. We shouldn’t wait for someone to run through one, as they did in my neighborhood, 
upside down through a guardrail, it was a simple guardrail, but what if you had run through the 
other one where there was no guardrail? You would have been held liable for that, and that 
guardrail was down for more than a year until I called it in. In January, I brought some items to your 
attention by going through the Clerk’s Office, and I would like to know what happened to those 
papers when it went to the City Manager and to the City Attorney. 

Scott Wilkerson, 7018 Chadwyck Farms Drive said for the last 30 plus years I have worked to 
maintain middle market rental housing here in Charlotte. Today my company owns and manages 
five apartment communities on the east side of Charlotte with 1,236 apartment homes that rent for 
an average of $750 per month. For the past year, there has been a significant discussion about the 
possibility of completely eliminating trash collection for residents of multifamily homes. Through 
this entire process City staffers have repeatedly and continuously insisted that it is not about the 
money; it is about something called best practices. Well, here we are today at a public hearing about 
the 2017 budget and guess what; it is all about the money.  The City has decided they need 
additional Police and Fire resources to serve the entire community. I think that is a laudable plan 
and a laudable goal. 

The City Manager has proposed a community wide tax increase as the fairest way to pay for these 
additional fire and police resources that would help the entire community; I think this is a good 
idea. The needed funds have also been made available through two alternatives, either increasing 
trash collection fees for one or more classes of City residents or through the elimination of trash 
collection for residents who choose to live in multifamily rental apartment. Again, it is clear; it is all 
about the money.  Last year Council substantially reduced trash fees for owners and renters of 
single family homes; the annual fee was reduced by 47% which reduced City revenue by I believe 
over $4 million. At the same time trash collection fees were increased for multifamily residents by 
4% even though multifamily residents receive substantially less service than single family owners 
and renters and the cost of this service, the net cost for multifamily residents is only about 20% of 
the costs of single family residents. The second proposal as an alternative is to eliminate trash 
collection for those who rent an apartment. According to recent City information, about 47.l% of 
City residents are renters and that number is rising rapidly. This includes 21% of single family 
homes and a larger percentage of residents of condos and townhouses. The proposal suggest that we 
continue full trash collection services for owners and renters of single family homes, and we should 
include continuation of trash collection for owners and rents of condos and townhomes; it only 
eliminates a vital City service for the 30% of Charlotte residents who rent an apartment. We expect 
in my industry that the net costs of this may be $10 per month; increase in their housing costs about 
$120 per year and I’m here to ask please do not balance the City budget by increasing fees or 
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reducing services to the Charlotte residents who can least afford to pay it. Please do not discriminate 
against 30% of Charlotte residents based on their housing choice. 

* * * * * * *

ITEM NO. 10: PUBLIC HEARING FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICE DISTRICT 

Mayor Robert declared the public hearing open pursuant to North Carolina General Statute 160A-
536 to allow residents and property owners in the City’s five Municipal Service District to comment 
on the needs of the service districts.

Councilmember Austin said it speaks of getting the residents and property owners input for the 
service districts and was wondering how is that being done; is it online, is it a mailer, or what 
happens?

Strategy and Budget Director Kim Eagle said Mr. Austin there is a survey process where we are 
engaging the citizens. This just formalizes what we were already doing according to the new 
legislation. 

Mr. Austin said when does that piece go out and when does it happen?

Ms. Eagle said I can give you a written description as a follow-up to how that process works, but it 
is a very detailed process.

The vote was taken on the motion and recorded as unanimous. 

* * * * * **

ITEM NO. 11: PUBLIC HEARING ON A RESOLUTION TO CLOSE AN ALLEYWAY 
OFF OF UMSTEAD STREET

Mayor Roberts declared the public hearing open. 

The resolution is recorded in full in Resolution Book 47, at Pages 320-322. 

* * * * * * * 

ITEM NO. 12: PUBLIC HEARING ON THE AIRPORT REVENUE BOND 
ANTICIPATION NOTES

Mayor Roberts declared the hearing open.

Motion was made by Councilmember Phipps, seconded by Councilmember Austin, and carried 
unanimously to close the public hearing on the City Manager’s Fiscal Year 2017 recommended 
budget and fiscal years 2017-2021 Community Investment Plan.  

There being no speakers either for or against a motion was made by Councilmember Autry and 
seconded by Councilmember Austin, to close the public hearing.

There being no speakers either for or against, a motion was made by Councilmember Austin, 
seconded by Councilmember Mayfield, and carried unanimously to close the public hearing and 
adopt a resolution to close a portion of an alleyway off of Umstead Street.  
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The resolution is recorded in full in Resolution Book 47, at Pages 323-354.

* * * * * * *

POLICY

ITEM NO. 13: CITY MANAGER’S REPORT

City Manager Ron Carlee said earlier tonight you had a nice recognition of our small businesses 
in Charlotte; there is another important recognition this Thursday, May 12th from 6:00 to 7:00 we 
will be recognizing our Minority, Women Owned, and Small Business Enterprises.  It is the 2016 
Crowns of Enterprise Program. This is supported by the City’s Business INClusion Office as well 
as I’m pleased to say Mecklenburg County’s Minority Women Small Business Office as well.  This 
is the fifth annual Crowns of Enterprise awards; it is a free event being held at the Palmer Building 
on 7th Street. Our Mayor of course will be there as will the County Commission Chair Trevor 
Fuller. During the awards there will be presentations in five categories: the Minority Business 
Enterprise of the year, the Women Business Enterprise of the year, the Small Business Enterprise of 
the year, the Prime Contractor of the year as well as diversity advocate. More than 250 people have 
already registered to participate in this activity and if people want more information they can go to 
our website charlottenc.gov/crowns. We are very proud of all our minority and women owned small 
businesses in Charlotte and this is an opportunity for us to recognized their achievements. 

* * * * * * * 

ITEM NO. 14: ANNUAL ACTION PLAN FOR HOUSING AND COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT (FISCAL YEAR 2017)

Councilmember Mayfield said first I want to take a moment to thank my Committee members:
Vice Chair Councilmember Autry, Councilmembers Al Austin, and Ed Driggs for helping us to 
move forward to get to this point. HUD mandates the development of an annual action plan to 
receive federal funding for housing and community development activities. This plan for housing 
and community development is the City of Charlotte’s strategy for using federal funds to provide 
housing and community development activities and further this plan supports the City’s housing 
policy to preserve existing housing, expand the supply of low and moderate income housing and 
supports family self-sufficiency. The FY17 Action Plan also serves as the City’s annual application 
to HUD to receive an estimated $10 million in new federal grant program funds. As a reminder the 
public hearing for this item was held during our last business meeting where we had no speakers. 

* * * * * * *

There being no speakers either for or against a motion was made by Councilmember Mayfield, 
seconded by Councilmember Mitchell, and carried unanimously to close the public hearing and 
(A) Authorize up to $230 million in Airport Revenue Bond Anticipation Notes series 2016A of 
which up to $10 million will replay 2014C Revenue Bond Anticipation Notes, (B) Hold a public 
hearing as required by Internal Revenue Service regulations regarding up to $230 million of 
Revenue Bond Anticipation Notes in which interest earnings are subject to the Alternative 
Minimum Tax, and (C) Adopt a resolution and related appendix providing for the issuance of 
Airport Revenue Bond Anticipation Notes in an aggregate principal amount not to exceed $230 
million and approving Certain related matters.

Motion was made by Councilmember Mayfield, seconded by Councilmember Smith, and carried 
unanimously to approve the Housing and Neighborhood Development Committee 
recommendation for the proposed Fiscal Year 2017 Annual Action Plan for Housing and 
Community Development. 
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BUSINESS

ITEM NO. 15: NOMINATIONS TO THE CHARLOTTE INTERNATIONAL CABINET

The following nominations were made for one appointment in the At-large category for a term
beginning July 1, 2016, and ending June 30, 2019:

Ryan McGill, nominated by Councilmember Austin
Yolanda Perry, nominated by Councilmembers Autry, Driggs, Eiselt, Fallon, Kinsey, Lyles, 
Mayfield, and Phipps.

Ms. Perry was reappointed.

The following nominations were made for one appointment in the Education/ Non-Profit category 
for a term beginning July 1, 2016, and ending June 30, 2019:

Candace Murray, nominated by Councilmembers Austin, Autry, Driggs, Eiselt, Fallon, Kinsey, 
Lyles, Mayfield, and Phipps.

Ms. Murray was reappointed.

The following nominations were made for one appointment in the International Business category 
for a term beginning July 1, 2016, and ending June 30, 2019:

Scott Chen, nominated by Councilmembers Driggs, Fallon, and Kinsey
Omar Kazzaz, nominated by Councilmembers Austin, Autry, Eiselt
Sasha Levons, nominated by Councilmembers Lyles, Mayfield and Phipps. 

This appointment will be brought back to Council for a vote at the next business meeting.

* * * * * * *

ITEM NO. 16: NOMINATIONS TO THE CHARLOTTE MECKLENBURG PUBLIC 
ACCESS CORPORATION

The following nominations were made for three appointments for terms beginning July 1, 2016 and 
ending June 30, 2019.

Theresa Halsey, nominated by Councilmembers Kinsey and Phipps
Binh Phu, nominated by Councilmembers Kinsey and Phipps
Kerry Shipman, nominated by Councilmembers Driggs and Phipps

These appointments will be brought back to Council for a vote at the next business meeting.

* * * * * * *

ITEM ON. 17: NOMINATIONS TO THE CHARLOTTE REGIONAL VISITORS 
AUTHORITY

The following nominations were made for one appointment in the At-large category for a term 
beginning July 1, 2016 and ending June 30, 2019:

Martha Dockery Clark, nominated by Councilmembers Austin and Lyles
Peter Grills, nominated by Councilmember Mitchell

Motion was made by Councilmember Lyles, seconded by Councilmember Mitchell, and carried 
unanimously to reappoint Ms. Perry by acclamation. 

Motion was made by Councilmember Driggs, seconded by Councilmember Mayfield, and 
carried unanimously to reappoint Ms. Murray by acclamation. 
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Zachary Newton, nominated by Councilmembers Autry and Phipps
Savannah Smith, nominated by Councilmembers Driggs, Fallon, and Kinsey

This appointment will be brought back to Council for a vote at the next business meeting.

The following nominations were made for one appointment to the General Travel category for a 
term beginning July 1, 2016 and ending June 30, 2019:

Martha Dockery Clark, nominated by Councilmember Kinsey
Kenneth Kilpatrick, nominated by Councilmember Driggs
Nasif Majeed, nominated by Councilmembers Fallon and Phipps
Shannon McKnight, nominated by Councilmember Austin
Tommy Nichols, nominated by Councilmembers Autry and Mayfield
Thomas Sasser, nominated by Councilmembers Eiselt, and Mitchell

This appointment will be brought back to Council for a vote at the next business meeting.

* * * * * * *

ITEM NO. 18: NOMINATIONS TO THE COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTEE

The following nominations were made for nine appointments for terms beginning July 1, 2016 and 
ending June 30, 2019:

Patricia Albritton, nominated by Councilmembers Austin, Autry, DriggsFallon, Kinsey, Lyles, 
Mayfield, and Phipps. 
Kawana Davis, nominated by Councilmembers Austin, Autry, Eiselt, Lyles, and Mayfield
Passion Graham, nominated by Councilmembers Austin, Autry, Driggs, Eiselt, Fallon, Kinsey, 
Lyles, Mayfield, and Phipps
Erin Hamrick, nominated by Councilmember Kinsey
Tin Nguyen, nominated by Councilmembers Austin, Autry, Driggs, Eiselt, Fallon, Kinsey, Lyles, 
Mayfield, and Phipps
Aaron Orr, Sr., nominated by Councilmembers Autry, Driggs, Eiselt, Fallon, Kinsey, Mayfield, and 
Phipps
Yolanda Perry, nominated by Councilmember Fallon
Beth Pickering, nominated by Councilmembers Austin, Autry, Driggs, Eiselt, Fallon, Kinsey, Lyles, 
Mayfield, and Phipps 
Jacqlin Robinson, nominated by Councilmembers Austin, Autry, Driggs, Eiselt, Fallon, Kinsey, 
Lyles, Mayfield, and Phipps
William Robinson, nominated by Councilmember Fallon
Glenda Spann-Hinnant, nominated by Councilmember Phipps
Michael Tanck, nominated by Councilmembers Austin, Autry, Driggs, Eiselt, Fallon, Kinsey, Lyles, 
Mayfield, and Phipps
Carrie Taylor, nominated by Councilmembers Austin, Autry, Driggs, Eiselt, Kinsey, Lyles, and 
Phipps
Gary Young, II, nominated by Councilmember Driggs.

Ms. Patricia Albritton, Ms. Passion Graham, Mr. Tin Nguyen, Mr. Aaron Orr, Sr., Ms. Beth 
Pickering, Ms. Jacqlin Robinson, Mr. Michael Tanck, and Ms. Carrie Taylor were reappointed.

The remaining appointment will be brought back to Council for a vote at the next business meeting.

* * * * * * *

Motion was made by Councilmember Smith, seconded by Councilmember Mayfield, and carried 
unanimously to reappoint Patricia Albritton, Passion Graham, Tin Nguyen, Aaron Orr, Sr., 
Jacqlin Robinson, Beth Pickering, Michael Tanck, and Carrie Taylor by acclamation. 
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ITEM NO. 19: NOMINATIONS TO THE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

The following nominations were made for one appointment in the At-large category for a term
beginning July 1, 2016 and ending June 30, 2019:

Paul Henningson, nominated by Councilmember Driggs
Jessica Hindman, nominated by Councilmembers Eiselt, Kinsey, Lyles, and Phipps
Justin Lane, nominated by Councilmembers Austin, Autry, and Mayfield
Cameron Wright, nominated by Councilmember Smith

This appointment will be brought back to Council for a vote at the next business meeting.

The following nominations were made for one appointment in the Resident Owner-Dilworth 
category for a term beginning July 1, 2016 and ending June 30, 2019: 

Tamara B. Titus, nominated by Councilmembers Austin, Autry, Driggs, Eiselt, Fallon, Kinsey, 
Lyles, Mayfield, and Phipps

Ms. Titus was reappointed.

The following nominations were made for one appointment in the Resident Owner-Fourth Ward
category for a term beginning July 1, 2016 and ending June 30, 2019: 

James Haden, nominated by Councilmembers Austin, Autry, Driggs, Eiselt Fallon, Kinsey, Lyles, 
Mayfield and Phipps

Mr. Haden was reappointed.

The following nominations were made for one appointment in the Resident Owner-Plaza-Midwood
category for a term beginning July 1, 2016 and ending June 30, 2019: 

Brian Bradley, Jr., nominated by Councilmember Driggs
Jana Hartenstine, nominated by Councilmembers Austin, Eiselt, Kinsey, Lyles, Mayfield, and 
Phipps

This appointment will be brought back to Council for a vote at the next business meeting.

The following nominations were made for one appointment in the Resident Owner-Wesley-Heights
category for a term beginning July 1, 2016 and ending June 30, 2019: 

Rodric Lenhart, nominated by Councilmembers Austin, Autry, Driggs, Eiselt, Fallon, Kinsey, 
Lyles, Mayfield, and Phipps

Mr. Lenhart was reappointed.
* * * * * * *

Motion was made by Councilmember Phipps, seconded by Councilmember Fallon, and carried 
unanimously to reappoint Tamara B. Titus by acclamation. 

Motion was made by Councilmember Austin, seconded by Councilmember Driggs, and carried 
unanimously to reappoint James F. Haden by acclamation. 

Motion was made by Councilmember Autry, seconded by Councilmember Driggs, and carried 
unanimously to reappoint Rodric Lenhart by acclamation. 
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ITEM NO. 20: NOMINATIONS TO THE HOUSING ADVISORY BOARD OF 
CHARLOTTE MECKLENBURG 

The following nominations were made for one appointment in the Hospitals category for a partial 
term beginning immediately and ending July 1, 2018:

Brian Middleton, nominated by Councilmembers Autry, Kinsey, Lyles, and Phipps
Vivan Thomas, nominated by Councilmember Driggs

This appointment will be brought back to Council for a vote at the next business meeting.

The following nominations were made for one appointment in the Real Estate category for a term 
beginning July 1, 2016 and ending June 30, 2018:

Joe Padilla, nominated by Councilmembers Driggs, Eiselt, Fallon, Phipps and Smith 
Julie Porter, nominated by Councilmembers Austin, Autry, and Mayfield
Teresa Sandman, nominated by Councilmember Kinsey

This appointment will be brought back to Council for a vote at the next business meeting.

The following nominations were made for one appointment in the Donor/Philanthropic category for 
a term beginning July 1, 2016 and ending June 30, 2018:

Melanie Sizemore, nominated by Councilmembers Austin, Autry, Driggs, Eiselt, Kinsey, Lyles, 
Mayfield, Phipps, and Smith
Delores Reid-Smith, nominated by Councilmember Fallon

Ms. Sizemore was reappointed.
* * * * * * *

ITEM NO. 21: NOMINATIONS TO KEEP CHARLOTTE BEAUTIFUL

The following nominations were made for four appointments for terms beginning July 1, 2016 and 
ending June 30, 2019:

Russell Ferguson, nominated by Councilmembers Austin, Autry, Driggs, Eiselt, Fallon, Kinsey, 
Mayfield, Phipps, and Smith
Daniel Herrera, nominated by Councilmembers Autry and Phipps
Kelley Hyland, nominated by Councilmembers Austin, Autry, Driggs, Eiselt, Fallon, Kinsey, Lyles, 
Mayfield, Phipps, and Smith
Jamal Tate, nominated by councilmember Kinsey
Vivan Thomas, nominated by Councilmember Driggs
Brian Withrow, nominated by Councilmember Fallon
Michael Zytkow, nominated by Councilmembers Austin, Autry, Driggs, Eiselt, Fallon, Kinsey, 
Lyles, Mayfield, and Phipps

Mr. Ferguson, Ms. Hyland, and Mr. Zytkow were reappointed.

The remaining appointment will be brought back to Council for a vote at the next business meeting.

* * * * * * *

Motion was made by Councilmember Autry, seconded by Councilmember Driggs, and carried 
unanimously to reappoint Melanie Sizemore by acclamation. 

Motion was made by Councilmember Autry, seconded by Councilmember Mayfield, and carried 
unanimously to reappoint Russell Ferguson, Kelley Hyland, and Michael Zytkow by 
acclamation. 
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ITEM NO. 22: NOMINATIONS TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION

The following nominations were made for two appointments in the Zoning Committee category 
beginning July 1, 2016 and ending June 30, 2019:

Rob Bilbro, nominated by Councilmember Mayfield
Damiko Faulkner, nominated by Councilmembers Austin, Autry, and Eiselt
Elizabeth Frere, nominated by Councilmembers Driggs, Fallon, and Kinsey
Elizabeth McMillan, nominated by Councilmembers Eiselt, Lyles, Mitchell, Phipps, and Smith
Mark Miller, nominated by Councilmember Smith
Dionne Nelson, nominated by Councilmembers Austin, Autry, Driggs, Fallon, Kinsey, Lyles, 
Mayfield, Mitchell, and Phipps

Ms. Nelson was reappointed.

The remaining appointment will be brought back to Council for a vote at the next business meeting.

* * * * * * *

ITEM NO. 23: NOMINATIONS TO THE PRIVATIZATION/COMPETITION ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE

The following nominations were made for one appointment to a partial term beginning immediately 
and ending March 1, 2017 and one appointment to a term beginning immediately and ending March 
1, 2018.

Rob Hsin, nominated by Councilmember Fallon
Michele King, nominated by Councilmembers Autry, Kinsey, Lyles, Mayfield, and Mitchell
Menahem Mezahav, nominated by Councilmember Driggs
David Reynolds, nominated by Councilmember Phipps
David Thompson, nominated by Councilmembers Driggs and Phipps
William Turner, nominated by Councilmembers Kinsey, Lyles, Mayfield, and Mitchell
Richard Woodcock, nominated by Councilmembers Autry and Fallon

These appointments will be brought back to Council for a vote at the next business meeting.

* * * * * * *

ITEM NO. 24: NOMINATIONS TO THE STORM WATER ADVISORY COMMITTEE

The following nominations were made for one appointment in the Construction Contractor category 
for a term beginning July 1, 2016 and ending June 30, 2019:

David Hamrick, nominated by Councilmembers Austin, Autry, Driggs, Eiselt, Fallon, Kinsey, 
Mayfield, Phipps and Smith

Mr. Hamrick was reappointed.
* * * * * * *

Motion was made by Councilmember Mitchell, seconded by Councilmember Driggs, and carried 
unanimously to reappoint Dionne Nelson by acclamation.

Motion was made by Councilmember Driggs, seconded by Councilmember Lyles, and carried 
unanimously to reappoint David Hamrick by acclamation.
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ITEM NO. 25: NOMINATIONS TO THE TREE ADVISORY COMMISSION

The following nominations were made for one appointment to a term beginning March 1, 2016 and 
ending February 28, 2019:

Patrick Bradey, nominated by Councilmembers Austin, Autry, Eiselt, Kinsey, and Lyles
Chris Breedlove, nominated by Councilmembers Driggs, Fallon, Mayfield and Phipps

This appointment will be brought back to Council for a vote at the next business meeting.

* * * * * * *

ITEM NO. 26: MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL TOPICS

Councilmember Mayfield said this will be the final reminder that this coming Saturday we will be 
having our budget retreats/charrette, where we try to make it very interactive based on the most 
recent conversations and based on the City Manager’s budget recommendation. Those of you that 
were not able to attend tonight, on Saturday morning from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at Steele Creek 
AME Zion, we will be hosting the budget charrette where we will preview the recommendations the 
City Manager has made, and I would like to get your suggestions and ideas regarding our upcoming 
budget discussions, to RSVP please contact my staff liaison Kim Oliver at koliver@charlottenc.gov.

Councilmember Smith said I want to take an opportunity for a leaning point; the issue we just 
went through on nominations is one that we are working on at the Committee level. When it comes 
to vote, at some point hopefully in the near future, remember the long list of nominations that were 
read that hopefully we will find a more efficient way to get through. Keep that in mind as our 
Committee tackles that important topic. 

Councilmember Phipps said I would just like to congratulate the winners of this year Mayor’s 
International Cabinet award that we had last week or National Community Awards I guess it is 
called. I know Rack Room Shoes which is located in District 4; they won the large business 
category and another Professor at UNC-Charlotte also won the Entrepreneurial of the Year Award,
and it was a host of other districts well represented there.  It was a great event, and I look forward to 
next year’s gala event. Congratulations to the award recipients. 

Councilmember Mitchell said to the citizens of Charlotte I have to apologize, those who attended 
the Town Hall Meeting on May 5, 2016, we had to reschedule that meeting and it is now set for 
Thursday, June 2, 2016, my first Town Hall Meeting. Please RSVP to Albin Burney at 704-336-
4947. The topic is Engagement through Economic Participation, looking forward to being with you 
on Thursday, June 2, 2016.

Councilmember Lyles said I am the City Council’s Representative on the Charlotte Regional 
Transportation Planning Organization (CRPTO) and on Wednesday, May 18,2016 at 4:30 p.m. in 
Room 270 of the Government Center, we will have a meeting to receive public comment on the 
draft State Transportation Initiative Projects, and I would encourage anyone interested in how we 
are building connectivity on both state, regional, and local roads to come in and take a look at what 
we are proposing and what is being proposed for funding in the state plan. 

Mayor Roberts said I just want to add to Councilmember Phipps a few of those names or the 
companies that we recognize who are doing tremendous work on our community. Not just Rack
Room Shoes but also Sharon America was the middle size company and StanTec was the small 
company, all of whom won awards for being involved in our community and giving back, which is 
tremendous. We also had three individuals win the Mayor’s International Community Awards for 
their leadership in the International Community and connecting Charlotte to the world. Mike 
Hawely was recognized, Dr. Maha Gingrich has also done amazing work and then Dr. Pinku 
Mukherjee who has invented a new testing and screening device for breast cancer and is going to be 
probably taking that to the market and helping save lives. We appreciate their contributions. We 
also have the Ambassador from the Czech Republic coming to Charlotte on Thursday, and we will 
have a luncheon and reception. It is always great to have Ambassadors to come to Charlotte to help 
increase our connections with the world. This coming Saturday is the Dragon Boat Festival and our 
Asian American Community is very active, and that is a tremendous celebration that takes place 
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every spring at Ramsey Creek Park. This coming Sunday and going through Monday and Tuesday 
we are going to have the American Public Transportation Association here in Charlotte for their 
annual meeting. We hope to share best practices about the amazing success we’ve had on our transit 
plan. Our Transit Chief, John Lewis will be speaking, and we look forward to welcoming all those 
guests here to Charlotte as well. 

Councilmember Fallon said I would like to send condolences to the Mathews-Pineville Fire 
Department in the loss of a very young man. It is so very sad and to thank our Fire Department for 
helping when it was needed. 

Councilmember Autry said observe the speed limits and don’t litter; also I wanted to celebrate a 
little something good in District 5. Today, we had a ribbon cutting for a new Zaxby’s Restaurant at 
8905 Albemarle Road. When I was speaking with the Zaxby’s Marketing Director about why they 
chose that location his response was because we recognize the potential for growth. I’m very 
pleased about that and look forward to the folks in Charlotte to supporting that enterprise and that 
would only encourage more positive investment in East Charlotte. 

Councilmember Driggs said I have received a lot of e-mails about Zoning Petition No. 2016-064
which is a sport facility proposed to be located at JM Robinson Middle School. I want to make sure 
everybody is aware the community meeting for that proposal will be May 11, 2016 at 6:30 in the 
cafeteria at JM Robinson. I will be there to hear your comments and participate in the discussion. 
Hope to see you then. 

Councilmember Austin said I would like to invite you to the Metro Division of CMPD, and the 
McCrory YMCA will host a community fitness camp on Saturday, May 15, 2016 from 9:00 a.m. 
until 12:00 p.m. It will include cross fit classes, mixed fit classes as well and members of CMPD 
will be on hand to motivate you in a positive way. I invite everybody to come out; it will be in the 
McCrory YMCA fields. 

* * * * * * * 

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 7:36 p.m.

__________________________________________
Stephanie C. Kelly, City Clerk, MMC, NCCMC

Length of Meeting: 2 Hours, 26 Minutes
Minutes Completed: May 26, 2016

Motion was made by Councilmember Mayfield, seconded by Councilmember Autry, and carried 
unanimously to adjourn the meeting. 

 


