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' Chamber, City Hall, Wednesday, July 10, 1940, at 4 o'clock P. M., with

Regular weekly meeting of the City Council, held in the Council

Mayor Douglas presiding and Councilmen Baxter, Britt, Hudson, Huntley, Little,
Nance, Sides, fAlbea and Wilkinson being present.

Absent: Councilmen Hovis and Werd,
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On motion of Councilman Huntley, seconded by Councilman Albes,
the minutes of the meeting of July 3rd. were spproved as read.
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COLOHED CITIZENS FROTESTING CLOS

A large delegation of negro citizens from the Negro Citizens
League appeared before the Council at this time in protest of the closing
of the Fairview Swimming Pool, for negroes, and asked the support of the
Council in securing adequate playground and park facilities for their race
and = more equitable method of distributing park and playgrounds funds.

A number of speakers were heard, including Dr. R. L. 4nderson,
TViee President of the Negro Citizens League and head &f the Department of
Binlogy at Johnson C. Smith University,Rev. J. S. Nathaniel Tross and Paul
H. Richardson.

Copies of a letter addressed to the Council from the Charlotte
Negro Citizens League was furnished each member. This letter contained the
following resolution adopted by the League:

Vhereas, there are no adeguate playground facilities for
Wegroes in Charlotte; and

Whereas, playgrounds are known to check crime and to be a
definite benefit to health and heppiness; and

Thereas, the Negro population is approximately one=third of
the total population of Charlotite; and

Whereas, Negroes pay directly and indirectly taxes on play-
grounds and parks for Charlotte; and ;

Whereas,the Park and Recreation Commission apparently has not
dealt equitably with the distribution of funds,

Be it Resolved that (1) the City Council of Charlotte be asked
to make definite steps immediately to amend the woefully inadequate play-
ground and park facilities for Negroes and [2) that a more equitable method
of distributing vark and playground funds be established.

Peaul Richardson stated that the pool had been condemmed by
the State Health Department Inspector becemse of unsanitary conditions,
and pointed out that most of this was due to the condition of the bathhouse,
which leaked badly end caused a dsmpy moldy conditiom in the dressing rooms.

After hearing the above delegation, Councilman Barter stated
that it appearsd that they were not receiving their share of playground
Papilities and that he thought the City Couneil should help them by sseing
that they got fair treatment.
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Councilmen Baxter them moved thet the Counecil request an

. snswer from the Park and Reersation Cormission as to why they are not making:

an effort to re-open this pool and just what has to be done to meke it
sanitary for re-opening. This motion was seconded by Councilmen Albea.

Councilman Britt offered a2s a substitute motion that a
committee from the Council be apphinted to contact and offer cooperation
to the Park and Recrestion Commission to see what can be worked out.

A discussion followed, Councilman Hudson stating that the
Park and Recreation Commission had no money with which they could do anything,
that they were badly in the hole already. Councilman Wilkinson stated
he was in sympathy with the negro population, end suggested that a committee
from the Council meet with a committee from the Park eand Recreation
Cormission and from this group of colored citizens in an effort to work
the matter out, even if temporary measures had to0:be taken this summer.
Councilman Baxter felt that all this would slow matters up. After the
above diseussion, Councilman Albea seconded the substitute motion and the
motion, when put to a vote, carried unanimously.

The Mayor appointed on this committee Councilman Wilkinson
as Chairman, Councilmen Baxter and Britt as the cther two members.
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ORDIWNANCE O THAT STHEET.

Mre W. C. Ferguson, a resident of West Worthington Avenue,
asked the Council why the ordimance was adopted last week prohibiting
perking entirely om certain blocks of West Worthington Avemue. Mr. Ferguson
stated that he lived on this street, was in no way connected with the Nebel
Knitting Mills, and that when he hed visitors to his home they had no
place to park their cars, since the driveway betwesen his house and the
adjoining house was used by both families and could not be blocked by his
guests.

Mayor Douglas explained that this ordinance was a temporary
measure to take care of ¥he situation at the Nebel Knitting Mills during
the strike; that the Police Department had asked that this be done in
order to prevent the throwing of missiles from behind parked cars.

STRIKE CCUITTTER ALSC PROTESTED MO TARKING® ON THIS STREET.

A member of the Strike Committee of the Mebel Rnitting CoO.y |
also appeared in protest of this ordinance and read a letter from the
8trike Committee regarding the matter. This letter set forth that the
strikers have set up headquarters at 110 W. Worthington Avenue,where
food snd commodities are distributed daily and that it worked a hardship
on the strikers who had to carry large bags of food supplies to their cars.

After hearing the above, no action was taken by the Counecil.

REGUEST FOR REFUND OF DEPOSIT ON UATER LINI

Mr. Armstrong presented a request from John Cresland Co.,
that their deposit for water line in Wilmount Road, in the amount of
$1,062.50 be refunded since the revenue from this line has now amounted
to more than 5% of the investment, within a nine months period. The
contract carried a one year clause to make reasonably sure that houses o
built would be occupied by the owner or responsible tensmts on a permansnt
basis to insure a 5% return. He stated that while this contract still
hed three months to run, the Superintendent of the Vater Department stated

that to 2ll intent and purposes the comtract has now been complied with
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and thet Mr. Vest reccmmended that the refund be made,

Councilman Baxter made a motion that the refund be made, but
after discussion as to why this contract called for 5% return on invest-
ment instead of the usual 10%, the motion was withdrawm and the matter
held over for one week for further information on same.

EXTENSIONS OF SANITARY SEWERS.

On motion of Councilmen Baxter, seconded by Councilman Little,
suthority was given for the extension of 8" sanitary sewer on North Laurel
Avenue, between Vail emd Crescent Avenues, 42-feet, to serve one apartment
house and estimated to cost $49.72, This was on request of lr. Arthur
Goodman.

On motion of Councilman Wilkinson, seconded by Councilman
Britt, approval was given on the reguest of S. F. Godfrey, 221 N. Sycemorse
Sreet, R. B. Lyles, 1621 Parson Street, and H. F. Severs, 1601 Sumter Ave.,
that the 8" saritary sewer be extended from Sumter Street, 141 feet towards
Bruns Avenue, to serve two houses now erected: the estimated cost of this
work being $269.06.

Councilman Hudson, seconded by Councilman Wilkinson, moved
that the request of Mr. H. C. Tisher, 3025 Whiting Avenue, that the 8%

sanitary sewer be extended in Whiting Avenue, from Wesley Avenue to Greene
Avenue, 2 distance of 370 feet, to serve two houses already started, be

approved. Estimated cost of this extension $299.20.

On motion of Councilman Hudson, seconded by Councilman
Wilkinson, extension of 8" sanitary sewer in Clemson Avenue, from Wesley
Avenue to Greene Avenue, a dbstance of 403 feet, to serve two houses
now started and ewbtimated to cost $353.98, was also approved for H. C.
Fisher.

CONDRELINATICND CF T

On motion of Councilmen Huntley, seconded by Councilmen Hudson,
the following Resolution was unanimously adopted:

RESQLUTION

WHEREAS, by appropriate action the CGity Couneil of the City
of Charlotte hag heretofore decided that it is necessary in the publiec
interest to improve znd widen East Fleventh Street and East Tenth Street in
the City of Charlotte from North Tryon Street to Central and Louise Avenues,
and

WHEREAS, the City of Charlotte through its governing body, the
City Counecil, has heretofore =nd does hereby authorize and insbruct its
proper officers and sgents to acquire the necessary right of way for the
widening of said streets in sccordance with plans and map on file in the
office of the City Engineer, and

WHEREAS, T. A. Little end wife, Pearle tittle, and John S.
Ward, single, own a parcel or tract of land on the northern side of East
Tenth Street in the City of Charlotte subject to a deed of trust to T. Ce.
Abernathy, Trustee for the Home Owners Loan Corporation, and described
as follows: In the City of Charlotte, North Carolinz, "
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BECINNING at a stake at the outside back, or
northerly edge of a concrete sidewalk on the present
northerly edge of Fast 10th Street on the dividing lot
line between the properties of the Home Owners Loan
Corporation and the Orr Iand Co., which stake is 278
feet as measured easterly along the northerly edge of
present East 10th Street fran the northeasterly street
intersection corner of East 10th St. and Seigle 51,3
thence in an easterly direction with the present north-
erly edge of =a conerets sidewalk which is the present
northerly edge of East 10th Street with an irregular
curve an are distance of 104 feet more or less, to a
steke on the dividing lot line between the properties
of the Home Owners Ioan Corp. and Mrs. Sallie E. Cruse;
thence in a northerly direction with the said Loan Corpe
and Gruse lot line 10.66 feet to a stake; thence in a
westerly direction with = proposed northerly edge of a
new concrete sidewalk, the proposed new northerly edge
of East 10th Street with a curve to the right having a
radins of 544,98 feet, an arec distance of 104,23 feet
to a stake on the dividing lot line between the properties
of the said Home Owners ILoan Corp. and Orr Iand Cos,s
thence in a southerly direction with the said Loan Corp.
and Orr Iand Company's lot line 17.18 feet to the
BEGINNING, and containing 1,710 square feet more . or. less,
and being a strip of land off of the southerly front of a
10t on the northerly edge of Zast 1O0th Syreet as recorded
in Book 921, Page 325 in the Office of the Register of
Deeds Tor Mecklenmburg County, N. C., and all as shown
on & map filed E-I-27 in the City Engineer's 0ffice,
Charlotte, N. C., to which references are hereby made.

AND WEEREAS, L. Arenson and wife, Lillie Arenson, are the owners
of a tract or parcel of land in the City of Charlotte on the southerly side
of East Tenth Street described as follows:

BEGTNNING at = stake in the southerly edge of
Tast Tenth Street, which stake is spproximately 120
feet in an easterly dirsction from the cornsr made by
the intersection of Bast Tenth Street and Jackson Avenue
and rune thence along the southerly edge of Fast Tenth
Street in an easterly direction approximately 157 feet
40 8 stake in the western edge of an alley; thence along
the western edge of said alley in a southwesterly direct-
jon 5.44 feet to a stake; thence in a westerly direction
151.68 feet to a stake in the property of lirs. Etta
Peeler: thence in a northerly direction 1.92fset to the
point of BEGINNING.

IND WHEREAS, R. H, Atkinson and wife, Sere Elizabeth Atkinson,
are the owners of a strip or parcel of land on the northerly side of Bast
Tenth Street in the City of Charlotte and described as follows:

BEGINNING at o steke at the northwest cormer made
by the intersection of East Tenth Street and Louise
Avenue and runs thence along the western sfige of ILouise
Avenue in a northerly direction 4.05 feet to a stake;
thence in a westerly direction almost parallel with “ast
Tenth Street 104.59 feet to a stake in the Surratt
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property; thence in a southerly direction 4.88 feet
to a stake in the northerly edge of East Tenth Streed
as the same now exists; thence along the northerly
edge of Bast Tenth Street as the same now exists iIn
an sasterly direction 104.29 feet to the point of
BEGINNING,

AND WHEREAS, Re D. James and wife, Coralee Jemes, are the owners
of a tract or parcel of land in the City of Charlotte on the northerly side
of East Tleventh Street described as follows:

BECINNING at a stake in the northerly edge of
Eaat Eleventh Street as the same now exlists, which is
the northwest corner of Bast Eleventh Strest and North
Brevard Street, and runs thence slong the northwesterly
ddge of North Brevard Street in a northerly direection
8,33 feet to a stake; thence in a westerly direction
approximately 1256 feet to a stake; thence in a southerly
direction 8.15 feet to 2 stake and the northerly edge
-of East Fleventh Street as the same now exists; thence
along the northerly edge of East Zleventh Street as the
same now exists in an easterly dire€tion 125 feet to the
point of BEGINNING.

AND WHEREAS, C. S. Eskridge and wife, Tuma G. Eskridge, or their
heirs, A. H. Eskridge and others, are the owmers of a tract or parcel of
land in the City of Charlotte on the scutherly side of East Eleventh Sreet,
described as follows: ‘ ‘

BEGINNING st a stake at the southeast corner made
by the intersection of North Davidson Street and Fast
Eleventh Street as the seme now exists and runs thence in
a southerly direction along the eastern edge of North
Davidson Street 8.23 feet to a stake; thence in an easterly
direction almost parallel with the southerly edge of Bast
Tleventh Street as the same now exists 98 feet to a stake;
thence in a northerly direction 9.58 feet to a stake in the
southerly edge of East Eleventh Street as the same now
exists; thence along the southerly edge of East Eleventh
Street as the same now exists in a Westerly direction 98
feet to the point of BEGINNING.

AND WHEREAS, Mrs. Mattie 3. Fraley, widow, and C. E. Fraley and
wife, and others, are heirs at law of J. B. Fraley, deceased, and are the
owners of a tract or parcel of land in the City of Charlotte on the southerly
aide of Fast Eleventh Street described as follows:

BEGTNNING at 2 stake in the southerly side of East
Tleventh Street as the same now exists, which stake is 99
feet in an easterly direction from the corner made by the
intersection of East Eleventh Street and North Alexander
Streets and runs thence along the southerly edge of East
Tleventh Street as the same now exists in an easterly
direction 99 feet to a stake in the Gibbon property; thence
along the dividing line of the Gibbom property in a south-
erly direction 25.78 feet to = shteke; thence in a curved
line in a westerly direction 99.37 feet to a sgtake in the
Mary Hartman McKee property; thence in a northerly direct-
ion 9.81 feet to a stake in the southerly edge of East
Fleventh Street as the seme now exists to the point of
BEGTHNING.
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AND WHEREAS, the governing body of the City of Charlcoite does
hereby determine and find as a faet that it is necessary to acguire
title to the foregoing parcels dr tracts of land for the purpose of widen-
ing Fast Tenth Street and ZBast Eleventh Street, ani that the same is

“necessary for public interest, and

WHEREAS, the governing body of the City of Charlotte, through
its autmorlzed agents and officers, has made a fair and reascnable. offer to
the owners of said property to purchase the same, but they have been unable
40 reach an agreement for the purchase of the said property at the price
offered which is considered fair and reasonable, and also on account of the
inability and incompetency of certain of the interested parties to make
such an agreement and to conwvey title.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESCLVED by the governing body of the
City of Charlotte in regular session that it is necessary in the public
interest to acquire title to the foregoing described parcels of land for
the purpose of Wldenlnv the said streets and that this is in the public
interest.

AND IT IS HEREBY FURTHER RESOLVED by the City Council of the

* Gity of Charlotte that the said lands above described are necessary for said

street widening purposes and that it is necessary to condemn said lands
under the power of eminent domain as provided by law for sald purposes.

And the City Couneil of the City of Charlotte does hereby order
and direct said lands above described to be condemned under the law of
eminent domain for said purposes.
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On motion of Councilman Wilkinson, seconded by Councilman Albea
and unanlmously carried, the City Attorney was authorized to make an
offer of $175.00 per acre for land necessary at the Mynicipal Airport for
the extension of runways, without going through condemnation proceedings,
now pending; this mondy to be paid out of the funds on hand to be used for
this purposs.

Mr. Scarborough stated that he felt reagonably sure that a

' settlement af this price could be effected.

CIWBETERY DHEED.

On motion of Councilmen Funtley, seconded by Councilman Albea,
deed was authorized to be issued to J. R. and ¥W. C. Brown, for the South
Half of Lot No. 42, in Section *B.B.® Elmwood Cemetery, at the price of
$49,00.
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On motion of Councilman‘thson, seconded by Councilman Brith,
the meeting adjourned.
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City Clerk
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