Charlotte of having the dime taxicabs on the streets, and cited numerous

Company, owned and operated by Beatty Bros. Service Company, and stated that
‘the operation of dime cabs was no more dangerous than other cabs or automobiles.

December 10, 1941

Unofficial Meeting.

N

The City Council of the City of Charlotte met in un=-
official session at 2 ofclock P. M., Wednesday, December 10, 1941, the meeting
having been called at the regular session on November 26, 1941, for the pur-
pose of h@ar%ng the attorney for the Red Top Taxicab Company on the proposed
smendments to the Tagicab Ordinance. ‘

ThoSe present were: Mayor Pro Tem Albes presiding;
Councilmen Baker, Beasley, Hovis, Painter, Price, Ross and Ward,

Absent: HMayor Currie, Councilman Daughtry and Iittle, and
Slye.

] Mr. H. L. Taylor, Attorney, representing the Beatty Servi
Company, the only company now in Charlotte interested in the ten-cent taxicab
addressed the Council at this time.

Yyl

s

. Mr., Taylor stated that this meeting developed from a boy
wearing a steel collar and claimimg to have been injured in a taxieab, to the
extent that it was necessary for him to wear this collar; the injury being a
broken collar-bone, He stated that he had since been advised, on good
authority, that the boy's injury was nct caused in a taxicab at all. However,
he (Mr. Taylor) could not divulge the source from which this information had
come to him, )

Mr. Taylor gave in detail the costs of operating a taxicab
in the City of Charlotte, stating that a dime taxicab driver averaged #12.00
per day, of which $8.00 went for operation cost and license fees and that
after this was paid he realized only about #4.00 per day net. Therefore, if
the Council raised the insurance rate that a man could not afford to operate
a ten-cent taxicab in the City of Charlotte.

He discussed at length the advantages $6 the citizens of

cases of citizens having been to see him, asking that he do all in his power
to keep the cabs on the streets of Charlotte. He also cited many cases
unjustly brought against Beatty Bros. Service Company, or the Red Top Taxi

In connection with the suits brought against these taxicabs unjustly, he cited
the case of a negro woman who was a passenger in a Red Top cab when he was
touched by another car coming out of a parking place, and that as a result
of that incident, she brought suit against the Red Top Taxicab Company in
the sum of $4,000.00.

He said that after five years of operations in Charlotte,
the Red Top Taxicab Company had only two law suits pending in this county,
one of which is, what he termed, a "fake" suit. The other suit is that of

a man driving on the wrong side of the street and ran square into a taxicab
and then turned over, and the man is suing the taxicab company. It was
tried once and when he got through the evidence, there were twelve witnesses
to contradict everything he had said and his lawyer asked that they withdraw

a juror and give a mis-trial.




) Mr. Taylor stated that assuming that his company put up
%30,000 ork$55$0009 insursnce to operate 100 taxicabs, which is the amount
necessary if the proposed amendment is adopted, it would be an invitation
4o anyone having an idea to bring suit under a fictious claim, knowing
that the company would either have to pay them or put up $9,000,00, And
that even if the ordinance required them to put up only one-half of the
amount ofqthe claim, then instead of suing for %$5,000 they would bring
suit for 10,000, which would smount to the same thing.

He also said that the impression seems to prevail that the
dime taxicabs are a fly-by-night proposition with a lot of irrespbnsible
people driving cabs. Ye stated that the City Attorney, after going
through a trial in which two +axicab drivers were witnesses, the City
Attorney stated that he had changed his opinion of these boys; that they
were high-type boys who are unable to get work elsewhere. He stated that
many of them have large families to support and that if nmecessary to teake
the cabs off the streets it would throw hundreds of people without any mmeans
of supvort.

He cited the fact that taxieabs produce taxss, not counting
income and ad valorem taxes but simply counting license tax and gasoline
tax, in the smount of $43%,925.00 per year. That the state license tax on
s cab is %55.,00 and $1,00 city license, making 2 total of 556,00 per cab
in license taxes alons. ’

] Mr. Taylor stated that of the amount posted =s bond with
the City Treasurer, not one cent has ever been withdrawn, but that all
claims have been paid promptly.

Ts then went back to the first taxicabs operated in Charlotte,
in which he had some interest, 2nd told how the Soutkern Power Company,
{now Duke Power Company) foukht these cabs, He said that special privileges
have alweys bsen granted the Tuke Power Company, or the old Southern Power
Company, in that the busses are allowed to stop at the 3quare and block
traffic, while the cabs are not allowed to stop within 200 feet of the
Sguarse, ’

He said that in the five years of operation of the ten-cent
cabs of the Red Top Company not a single passenger in a cab has suffered
2 broken bone.

Mr, Stogner, the young man referred to by Mr., Taylor, as
having a broken neck, came into %the Council Chamber during the discussion,
and after Mr, Tavlor had taken his seat, he addressed the Council, stating
thet he would like to see the insurance reguirement incredsed. That in
crnnection with his injury, after paying doctor bills, hospital bills and
lawyer fees, he received the sum of 4823.33, and that he was left 2
cripple for life and could only meke & living from now on as an operator
of a newstand. He stated that the drivers of cabs carry kevs to set the
governcrs on their cars and then drive at a rate of speed they want To.

He stated that he knew this to be a fact, as he had been a cab driver

himself prior to his injury.

should be made a misdemeanor for a dri

nis cab.

At this point, Mr. Taylor s=id that 1t

4 pumber of questions were asked by different members of

+he Couneil regerding the amount of insuraince now carried not being suffi-
cient, since $2500,00 is the most anyone can rec

Mr., Taylor stated that the driver of the cab, if he had anything, could

be held responsible.

ver Lo tamper with the governor o1

over under anyone accident.




Decerber 10, 1941

Special unofficial meeting At 2 F.iL

Mr. Taylor advised that if the proposed ordinance is adopted,
the Red Top Taxicab Company will have to take their cabs off the streets.

He said that he would venture to state that nine out of every
ten suits brought against the taxicab company can be settled for ten cents
on the dollar.

Mr. Stogner stated that he felt that the famicab companies
should be required to carry liability insurance on the drivers of the cabs
as well as the passengers; that under the present set-up they have no
protection whatsoever. Mr. Taylor was questioned regarding this feature
and he stated that they carry no compensation insurasnce as a number of the
drivers own their own cars and operate them.

At this point, the discussion was closed, and the meeting
adjourned, . ‘

City Clerk




After the hesring held in the Council Chember between
the Council and the taxicab interests, the Council adjourned to the Mayor's
office, where it went into a discussion of the taxicab situation.

Councilman Bsker stated that he thought the ordinance
ahould be extended to include other violations of the law as well as
traffic violations , also that governors should be required on gll cabs
with the Police Department or the City Garage instructed to inspect the
ZOVETTNOTS

Councilman Ross stated that he would suggest that the
matter be settled as soon as possible as they want to buy license for
their cabs before the first of the year,. : )

The proposed admenfiment to the ordinance regulating
the operations and operators of the cabs, was read by the Clerk.

Also, the proposed smendment to the ordinance governing
the regquirements for 1liability insurance.

After the reading of the above mentioned proposed
amendments, it was the opinion of the Council, after discussion, that
the Council meet in special session to discuss these two orGinances, with
the City Attorney present to answer cguestions, in order that the natter
might be gotten into shape, and any re-drafting necesgary be done by the
City Attorney.

The time of meeting was set for 5 ofclock P. M., Monday,
December 15%th., in the Mayor's office. '

At this point, Councilman Ward stated that it was his
personal opinion that one of the City 4 ttorneys should attend all
meetings.

A request having ecome in that each Councilmen contribute
the sum of $1.00 per person to the Central High School Annual, a total
of £10,00 was collected to be turned over for that purpose.

The meeting then adjourned to g0 into regular session
in the Council Chamber at 4 ofelock.






